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T O 

The MARCHIONESS 

O F 

rWEEDDALE. 

MADAM, 

THE defign of this work, what- 
ever opinion the world may 
entertain of the execution of it, is 
fuch as may juflly claim the patron- 
age and proteflion of the Marckionefs 
ofTwceddaU, I might add that there 
are feveral concurring reafons, he- 
fides a fenfe of duty and of thofe 
weighty obligations which muft be 
ever paying and never paid, which 
appropriate to your Ladyfhip an ad- 
drefs of this kind. A recital of thefe 



iv DEDICATION. 

is unnecefTary, and might be judg'cl 
imfcafonable. For your life, tho' it 
may feem of fjaiall concern to your- 
felf at prefcnt, is too valuable to 
your friends for any part of it to be 
trifled with in the mode of a fafliion- 
able Dedication, May the perufal 
of the following (heets (intended for 
far other fervice had it fo pleafed 
the wife Difpofer of things) have 
fome power to remove that veil of 
melancholy which fhades the luftre 
of your Virtues, and fpreads the 
gloom of uneafinefs on all your 
friends. They have already paid a 
due reverence to the juftnefs of your 
grief, and have reafon to expcft at 
length a proper regard to that honor 
and efteem which all whcKknow you 
profefs to bear. for you. There is 
no complete felicity in this life, and 
they who fuffer with the greateft for- 
titude 
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titude and refignation, are the hap- 
pieft of all who partake of it. This 
too is our highefl piety and the moft 
fovereign fanative of all our griefs. 
Permit me therefore to fay, that 
your continued excefs of forrow 
fince that melancholy occalion, is 
neither agreeable to your high qua- 
lity, nor to the fincerity of your 
profeffion as a good Chriflian, nor 
to your afFeftion for an amiable 
daughter, who now demands the 
fulnefs of maternal tendernefs. 

I am far from thinking that my 
fhare in the following work is wor- 
thy of your Ladyfhip's, or the pub- 
lic, attention; to which the affift- 
ance, which I have received in al- 
moft every part of it from him who 
is the inflrument of my being, and 
whofe perfon, abilities ^nd c^vslx-^c.- 
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ter are not unknown to your Lady- 
fhip and the learned world, may 
prefer a bettef title. 

That by the exercife of your 
Wonted Virtues you may fpeedily 
regain that chearful tranquility and 
pious acquiefcence, by which you 
have hitherto been fo eminently dif- 
tinguifhed, is the fervent prayer of 

Your Ladyship's 

Mofi obliged^ 

Mojl dutiful^ 

AND 

Devoted Servant^ 

W. Cooke. 
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PREFACE. 

IT is the obfcrvation of a grave writer, 
that REAL History, which imparts 
the knowledge of paft events, affords the 
beft Inftru^Stions for the regulation an J good 
conduft of human life. The evil accidents 
which are there recorded to have befallen 
other men, contain the wifefl: and moft ef- 
feAual leffons for enabling us to fupport our 
own mifjfortunes with dijjnity and courage. 
In the perufal of it, how large a field of re- 
flection IS opened to us ! While we fee how 
little confidence is to be repofed in Fortune, 
even when flie flatters with the faireft hopes; 
how prevalent the wifdom of counfel is, be- 
yond the ftrength of armies ! And how we 
are empowered to difcern at all times what 
is fit and ufeful, without hazard oi \]itv^^^\tv^^'5» 

V: 
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to ourfelves ! The knowledge of paft tranf- 
ailions therefore is not a meer amufement, 
but a moft neceffary and inftruflive ftudyj 
by which we learn with fecurlty the arts of 
gaining to ourfelves and country potent alli- 
ances and" connexions ; of pronioting our 
public and our private intereft 3 of chufing 
the moft prev^alling motives and moft proper 
inftruments. In general, the real fentlments 
and defigns of thofe we live amongft and 
converfe wLth, are induftrioufly concealed. 
But, in the accounts of fcrmer age?, the fafls 
themfelves difclofe to us the real views a:d 
genuine dlfpofitions of the aflors. And the 
fame caufes will commonly produce the like 
effefts. By weighing well thefe truths,, a 
fure refource may be, obtained in every dan- 
gerous conjun6ture ; and the road which 
leads to fuccels and happinefs difcovered, 
even in the ihade of a fafe and honorable 
repofe. 

None of thefe adv^antages are to be ob- 
tained from romantic tales, ar the moft en- 
tertain In g 
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tertaining fables. While under the infpeiSti- 
on of the eye, they may indeed amule the 
mind : but the peruial is no fconer fint(hedy 
than the reader's ccnvidion of the falihood 
gives diAafte ; and like the bifelefs fabric of 
a dream 'tis gone, in the nK)ment that he 
awakes to refle(5Vion. Ufeful inflruAion muft 
be founded on reality. Thus truth, as Po- 
ly bius obferves, is the eye of hiftory : for, 
as an animal whe.i deprived of fight, becomes 
incapable of performing its natural and pro- 
per funfticns ; fo if we take away truth from 
hiftory, what remains is but an ufelefs tale. 

But in ordfer to pleafe the generality of 
readers, we have made It our bufinefs in the 
following (heets, to mix delight with profit, 
and have therefore given the leaft common 
and moft entertaining lives of both fexcs, 
that could be fele^ed from hiftory. Should 
thele meet w'th a favorable reception from 
the public, they will pave the way to others, 
which, tho' of later date, are yet lefs known. , 
And, when the plan, on which we profefs 
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to procede, is once executed, we would hope 
from the good fenfe and polltenefs of the 
prefent age, that Truth and Virtue, difca- 
gaged from fournefs and aufterity, which are 
Dot their natural attendants, may once more 
gain pofTeflion of the breafis of the humane 
and lovely ; and ihame the vicious tafte for 
lying aAd corruptive memoirs in general. 
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cigth, read eighth ; p. 89, 1. 1, for orhers read otheis; p. 108, 
line 25, for indubiable read indubitable; p. 110, line 8, for 
cigth read eighth: p. 118, line 22, for judicdl read judicial; 
page 119, line 4, for judical read judicial; ibid line 21, dele the; 
p. 143, line 20, for feverly read feverely ; p. 150, 1. 23, dele not. 

-VOLUME II. 

Paget, lin«i6, for judgement read judgment; page 15, line 
11, dele the; pa^e 26, line 15, for perPeftion, read perfe£lion ; 
page 35, line 8, tor immagined read imagined; page 37, line 17, 
tor bevarage, read beverage; page 43, line 7, for thy, read they; 
page 99, line 22, for from read from ; page 100, line 13, dele (i 
at mulation; page 111, line 9, for leizurc read leifure ; page 
126, line 1, dekwar. 

VOLUME in. 

Page 3, line 19, for altotogether read altogether; page 17, 
line 23, for agreably read agreeably ; page 24, title, for Leondas 
read Leonidas ; page 27, line 12, for fubmitred read fubmitted ; 
page 36, line 14, for a rived, read arrived; page 40, line 2, dele 
and ; page 109, line 28, for ycr read yet; page 179, line 2, 
dele and; page 194, line 16, foremployd read employ'd. 

VOLUME IV. 
Page 5, line 22, for inteftlne read inteftine; ibid line 25, for 
Bardyliis read Bardylys; page xi, line 19, for Ba dyllis read 
Bardylys, page 17, line i6. dtle now; page 68, line 14, for 
Uizure read leifure; page 105, line 24, for fol die read foidiers; 
page 111 line 15, dele in ; page 118, linen, for mumcring read 
murmcring ; page 125, line 3, dde him; page 1.54, line 14, for 
conditon read condition; page 16,5, line 25, fot victims read 
viftims ; page 168, line 10, for feuered read foured; p. 200, > 
line 26, dele an. 

5^ The Binder is defired not to beat, but press 
the Books, as the Paper was rather over-fiz'd. 
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THE 

WAY to the TEMPLE 

OF 

True HONOR and FAME, 

BY Tax 

PATHS of HEROIC VERTUE. 
INTRODUCTION. 

-^-^HJk -iji- H E World lias been too much and too 
-i{h rjn -aji- long abufed with Romances, Memoirs and 
i-A-A-i ^'*^^^^ Hiftories : A Sort of Writings cal- 
•Y"t~t""t" ciliated to enflame tlie Paffions and de- 
bauch the Youth of both Sexes. The. Offence hereby 
committed againft the Public is of a very heinous 
Nature; as the Injury done to private Families, is 
inconceivable, and fuch as may require an Age to 
repair, if it be at all remediable. 

■ ■ ! - H« Nug« feria ducunt 

In Mala. 
Shun the Romance, your precious Time wliich lillsj 
. Such empty Trifles lead to fcrigus lUs. 
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Mean are the Abilities, which can no Way en- 
'•'tcrtain, without.corrupting the Morals pf the Reader ; 
andbafetlvdE(nplc|^niciit,"w^ich*prc^ Of 

Sf^i^aiQi^nf iiy. K;in4, ^o itfclf gr pifeer?, by iapr 
' "phg ^^^ Foundations of Verlue. It is much to be la- 
mented that thefe literary PoMfons infect chiefly thofe 
fj Family and-Fort^ine, whofe ^xamD}es n^er iaiV to 
^greact the Contagion <n Vice *a^ong the tower Clafi 
of People, wl\0 in general fomi their A^igj^ .by the 
Coodu^ -of .• tlieir Superiors. 

The following Sheets are inlenc{e(i]asi9ni Apt^^iote 
to, this virulent Poifon ; and will dem^/^ate hovr n{L- 
neceflfary it is to have Recourfe to Fidion for Amufc- 
ment ; and how very conliftent the higheft Entertain- 
ment is with Reality and Truth. It is on fliis* Foundati- 
on tliat Schemes of Life and Enterprizes* niift be plan- 
ned ; and by thefe Lights alone lield'oiiV,ittift ^vents 
can beforefeen, and an happy Sucdofs^iiifui^, to our 
EndcaVoUfs. ' Fbi«life *ime- GaiUfes^t dvdr.pioduce 
the.fame Effedls. ' .i* i*M. ''• '-ii-'^-V' 

• Fo R this Reafon we liave vCOnfined* oifrftflves, as 
trfiicU&s may be,, to fuccefsful Inilances of Hiftor\', and 
in Order to make our Antidote fiie'morc jfelatable, 
have infertW many thatarelittle^kiio\tir 'Batthisis 
not enough.' For, to liave it truly fuchy^itjJfca^ hecef- 
£iry alfo that only vertuouS E^athple^ Ik^d be pro« 
pofcd for Imitation, Hetke wc pay 'noti!ini0r6 Regard 

to 



INTRODUCTION. :^ 

^//a than to Mafaniclh, nor more to Semiramis than to 
yoan bi'jirc. 

Fon the Fofmsftion of Hcrohm in either Sex, there 
mUftlje, according to Sir /fO'/7/tfw TV/nf/p, a great and 
native Excellency of Temper or Geiiiiis, tranfcendinp; 
the commoin Race of Mankind in Wifdom, Goodncfs 
and Fortitude. THcfe lngredi6its advantaged by 
iBifth, littfhroved ty Edilcation, and aififted by For- 
turic, feem to make that ncrble Cdmpdfitfon which 
*givcs%ch a l.iiftre to thofe wlio have poffeffed it, as 
Imade llh6n appear, ti> x»mincm tyes, fomethihg more 
^ah Mort^fe, aiid \o have been bomt)f 'fdme Mixture 
^between l>iv&ie and Hiitnan Race ; tohkvc been ho- 
't«6<tred snlA dbeyed in therr Lives, and after theh: 
Deaths bewailed and adored. 

Tndced the Charafterbf Heroic Virtue feems to be 
in ftiort, the Deferving well of Mankind. \Vhere this 
is Chief in Defign, and Great inSuccefs, the Pretence 
to Heroifm lies very fair, and can never be allowed 
without.lt. 

This Excellency of Genius mult be native, becaufe 
it can never gic\(r to any great height, if it l^e only ac- 
quired or affeiftecl. But it muft be ennobled by Birth, to 
give it more Luftre, Erteem and Authority. It mift 
be cultivated by Education and Inflruftion, to improve 
its Growth afid diyeift its End and ApijflxcaXvoti. KvA \x. 

B 2 \N\>^ 
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iiuift be affiled by Fortune to preferve it to Maturity. 
Becaufe the nobleft Spirit or Genius in the World, if 
it falls, howfoever bravely, in its firft Enterprizes, 
cannot dcferve enough of Mankind, to pretend to fo 
great a Reward, as is tlie Efteem of Heroic Virtue. 

And yet perhaps many a Perfon'has dyed in the 
firfl Battle or Adventure that he atchieved, and lies 
buried in Silence and Oblivion, xirho h^d he outlived 
^s many Dsingers as Jlexander did, might liave llione 
as bright in the Circle of Honor and Fame. Now as 
fo many Stars go to the Making up of this Conftella- 
lion, 'tis no Wonder that it has fo feldom appeared to 
the World ; nor that, when it does, it is received and 
followed with fo much Gazing, and fo great Venera* 
tion. 

The Reader, however, will find tjiis Charafter, 
tare as it is, exemplified In the following HilloHes. 

CHAP. I. 
' Of JUPITER and the Gods, 

FROM all that can be gathered upon the Survey 
of ancient Stoty, One would be apt to conclude 
/that Saturn was a King of Crete, and expelled that 
Kingdom by his Son, on Account of his Cruelty : 
That Ju PITER, having driven out his Father from 

th^t 
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tfiat Tfland conquered Greece, or at leaft the "Pthpmnc* 
ftis, and having amongfl the Inhabitants of thofc 
Countries mtrodiiced the Ufe of Agriculture, of Pro- 
perty and Civility, and eftabliflied a juft and regular 
Kingdom, was by them adored as the chief of their 
Gods. 

jinte JovEM nulli fubrgeruni arva Cclonu 

Ere JovB was bom no fertile Soil was till'd,, 
Nor Swains Induflrious reapd th&furrow'd Field* 

The Brothers, Siilers, Sons and Daughters of 
JuyTER were worfliipped likewife, for the Inventi- 
on of Thing? chiefly ufeful, ncceflary, or agreeable 
to Society and Human Life. So Neptune, for the Ait 
or Improvement of Navigation ; Fiilcaru, for that of 
forging Brafs and Iron; Minerva, of Spinning; Jpcllc, 
.of Mufic and Poetry; Mtrcury, of Manual Arts and 
Merchandife ; Bacchut, for the Invention of Wine ; 
and Ceres, for the Management of Bread-Corn. 

No Traces are left, by which a. probable Conjee* 
ttire may be made of the Age, wlierein this Race of 
Saturn flourifhed'm the World, nor confequently wh.it 
Length of Time they were adored. Tor as to Bacchus 
and Hercules, it is generally agreed, that there were 
wore than one or two of thofe Name?, in very differ- 
ent Times, and perhaps Countries, as Greece and E- 
gypt, and that the laft, who was the Son oi Mcmna,. 
' and one of the Argonauts, was' very modern in Ref^>ed: 
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of the other more ancient, who was contemporary whk 
the Race of Jupiter. But the Story of that Bacckui 
and Hercuks, who are ^fd to have conquered India, 
is grown too obfcnre, by the dark Shades of fo great 
Antiquity^ or difguifed by the Maik of Fables^ and the 
Fidlions of Poets. 

The famd divlnie^ flondti W6rdl rendered fey the 
Egypitahi ioOJiru ; in whofe' Tdi^Sle w^s infcribed 
. jupon a Pillar, that he had travelled through all Coun^ 
tries, and every wher6 taught Mrfff all tli^t he? found 
rieceffiry for fhfe coifimoh Good of Rfaiikind, Like 
Honors were ^2ld by tlife' Jf^riaris toiett^^ the reputed 
Founder of that Kingdom, zhd. thcS great Iiiv6ht6r or 
Improver of Affronomy among the CHatdiahh Not lefe 
Demotion liad the ofiglnal Latins or Etrtifcdns for tli^if 
jojius. Who inffoduced Agriculture Into Italy* Thus 
were thefe thre^ alfo woflliipp^d as Gods, by thofc ail* 
tient aiid icafhcd J^atioris, 



CHAP. IL 
Of N I M R O D. 

NIMROD was the fixth Son ofCuJh, the Son of 
Ham, the Son of Noah ; and in all Appearance 
much yoimger than any of his Brothers : For Mofa 
mentions the Sons of Raamah his fourth Brother, be- 
/af(^ he fpe^ks oi liiitu What the iacred Hiftorian fays 
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of him, isffiort. And yet he fays more of him, than 
of any of tlie Defcendants of Ncah, 'till he comes lo^- 
brahant. He tells ns that Nimrod began to be a 
mighty one in the Earth ; and that he was a mighty 
Hunter before the Lord. Tliis is only an cmphatical Ejh 
jprelTion, purporting that he was the moft remarkable 
Hunter of his Time. An Exercife by which the Ends 
of Health and Fleafure are mofl happily obtained ; 
according to the Poet, 

By Chace our wife Forefathers earned their Food ; 
Toil ftrung the Nerves stni purified the Blood. 
But we, their Sons, a pamper'd Race of Men, 
Are dwindled down to Threefcore Years and Ten. 
Better to himt in Fields for Heahh unbought. 
Than i6t the Doftor for a naufeous Draught. 
The Wife for Health on Exercife depend : 
God never made his Work for Man to mend. 

B!uT This is alfo one of iht prcpaffatofy Stcps^ to 
Herolfm, and was made by NtMROD fubferrient to 
Hi Amfeilfron; A great Mfah itKde of Yatdy and robtift 
jroimg Men became his Companions in tlte Ghaee. 
Ahd by the Afliftance of Thefe he fecured to Wihfelf a 
cionfidcrable Dortiwioh; The Beginning of his Kirtg- 
dom was Babei, and Erech, and Jtcidd, and Calnehia 
tbt Land of Sidnattr, 

By this Account a great Idea has been conceived 
of hi» Strength and ValouTt SomeL^jicfeoxVYsa^ 
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a Perfon of Gigantic Stature^ but all confider him as * 
great Wan lor. Some of the Rabbins (ay, that he Was 
qualified by a peculiar Dexterity and Strength for the 
Chace ; and that he offered to Gos) the Game that he 
took. And fcveral of the Modems are of Opinion 
that the Pailige, which calls him a mighty Hunter, is 
not to be imderilood of his tyrannical Oppreffions, or 
of Hunting Men, but Beaits. Tho' Mr, Pope has takeiii 
it in the moil unfavorable Senfe, 

Proud NiMROD firfl the bloody Chace began^ 
A mighty Hunter, and his Prey was Man, 

But there is no real Foundation for thisCenfurr^ 
The Phrafe is not only innoffenllve ; but may be con- 
fidered as the Commendation of a Perfon s good Quali- 
ties. And certainly Hunting muft have been onp of 
the mofl ufeful Employments in the Times juft after the 
Difperfion, when all Countries were 6ver run with; 
wild Bcails, of which it wasneceiTary that they fhould 
be cleared, in Order to make them fafe and habitable. 
Therefore Nothing feems more proper to procure a 
Man El^eem and Honor in thofe Ages, than the be- 
ing a perfedl Mafter of the Chace, as Ni,mrod was. 
By that Exercife the ancient Perfiarif fitted their King» 
for War and Government ;. And Hunting is ftill, in 
many Countries^ confidered as pae Fart of. a Koy«d 
£ducation» 



TaJMt4: 
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There is nothing in the fliort Hiilory of this 
Heroc, which carries the Icaft Air of Reproach^ ex- 
cept his Name« which fignifies a ReheL And yet, accor- 
ding to the Difference of Derivation, it may as well 
iignify a Taker of ivild Beqftu This however is the 
Circiimflance, wliich feems to have occafioned the in- 
jurious Opinions which have been entertained of him. 
Commentators, being prepofTeiTed in general, that the 
Curfe of Noah fell upon tlie Pofterity of Ham, and find- 
ing this Prince fligmatized by his Name, have in- 
terpreted every Paflage relating to him, to his Dif- 
advantage. They reprefent him as a Rebel againft 
-God, in peiiWading the Defcendants of N(?tfA, to dif- 
obey the divine Command to difperfe ; and in fctting 
them to build the Tower of Babel, with an impious 
Defign of fcaling Heaven. 

An JrMan Author fays he built this Tower, that 
he might afcend to Heaven to fee Abrahams God, who 
had delivered him from the fiery Furnace, into which 
hehadcafthim. They work'd,fays lie, at this Building 
three Yeai«, and when N i m r o d had got on the Top 
l>f it, he wondered to fee the Heaven as far from him 
SLS it was befoie. But his Aftonifliment encreafed, when 
this Tower, and another which had been built for the 
fame Purpofe, were fucceffively overthrown. Still per- 
fiftlng in his Defign, he would be carried to heaven in 
a Cheft, borne by four monflrous Birds : But after 
wandering for fome Time through the Air, he fell 
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down on a Mountain, with fuch a Force lis made it 
(hake. 

Ni M ROD, by this Difappointment, finding that he 
could not make War with God in perfon, mftcad 6f 
ackno^vledging his Power, proceeded to persecute 
ihofe who adored finy befides Himfclf. But God, by 
•tJividing his Subjedb and confounding their Language, 
^ej«-iV«i him of tfhe greatfer Part of his People, and 
Tfflagifed tkibfe who'ooritihiicd t6 adhefe to hrm, by k 
-Cloud of Gnkts, t^hich dcftrdyed alm<rfl aH of them. 

Another Author adds that one of thofe Gnats^ 
liavirigtJntercd into the Noftril or Ear of Nimrod, 
l>enetrated to one of the Membranes of his Brainy 
where growing bigger. every Day, it gave him fuch 
intolerable Pain, that he was obliged to caufe his Head 
to be beaten with a Mallet, in Order to procure fome 
Eafe ; and that he fuffered this Torture for the Space of 
four hundred Years : God being willing to punifh by 
one of the fmalleft of his Creatures, Him who info- 
lently boafted himfelf to be the Lord of All. 

Such are the unaccountable Reveries of the Orien- 
tallfls. Some of whom make him the Author of the 
Se6l of the Magi, or Worfhippers of Fire ; and tell us 
that accidentally feeing Fire rife out of the Earth, at 
a great Diftance from him in the Eaft ; he worihipped 
it, and appohited one AncUjham to attend the .Fiie 
ilicrc^ and throw Fraukincenfe into it. 

THtJS 
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Thus Ihcy brand him witbout Reafon as an ambi- 
tions Ufuri>er and infchnt Oppreifor ; and inal-e him 
the impious Author of the Adoration of 1 'ire, of idol- 
atrous Worlhip given to Men ; and the fir ft Pcrfjcuior 
on the Score of Religion. 

On the contrary there are Others of a more liberal 
Way of Thinking, who account liima veituous Prince, 
and fo far from advifmg the Building of Bab:,/, that 
they reprefent him as leaving the Country, and pafling 
into yfUyria^ becaufehe woulvinot give his Confcnt to 
it. Therefore, fay they, God gave him another 
Country, where he built four other Cities, viz. Kituveh, 
Platiath'Kartha, Farioth and Pekfar. 

The Ealleni Writers make him not only the firft 
King of Babel, but of j11 the World ; and fay that he 
was the firft that wore a Crown, the Model- of which 
he took from the Figure of one that he had {een in the 
Sky. For, being pleafed with the Ap^^earance, he 
fent immediately for an Artii^, and had a Crown of 
Gold caft in the fame Form, which he put upon his 
Head* His Subjeds hence took Occafion to fay, that 
it came down to him from Heaven. 

The four Cities which Mrfes afcribes to Ni m ro d, 
made a large Kingdom in thofe early Times, when few 
Kings liad more than one. Only it muft be obferved 
tliat PofTedions might at firft have been large, and af- 
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terwards divided into feyeral Parcels ; and Nimrod 
being the Leader of a Nation, we may fuppofe his 
Subje(^5 fettled witliin thofe Limits. AVhether he be- 
came poiTeffed of ihofe cities by Conqueft, is not cer- 
tain. Tho' he was the Founder of the Kingdom; 
it is moft probable that he was not the Builder of 
Babel, All the Poflerity of Noah feem to have been 
equally concj^ined in that Affair. However, accord- . 
ingio /Ibtlfarag, \\c did build Erech, Jccad, SLtidCaltieh; 
and, according to Others, Adherbijan in the Perfian 
Province of the fame name, and Takharat, where he 
coined Money. His Works were very magnificent. 
He dug feveral Rivers in Er^^, derived from the Eu- 
phrates, of which that of Cut ha, in the Way from Baket 
to Ctifali, was one. 

It may feem a little ftrange that Nimrod Ihould 
be preferred tothe Regal Dignity, and enjoy the moft 
cultivated Part of the Earth then known, rather than 
any other of the elder Chiefs or Heads of Nations, 
even of the Branch of Ham, Perhaps it was conferred 
on him for his Dexterity in Hunting : Or it may be, 
that he did not aiTume the Title of King, 'till after his 
Father Cuflis Death, who might have been fettled^there 
before him, and left him the Sovereignty. But we are 
inclined to think that he feized Shinaar from the De* 
fcendantsofS!^, driving out ^wr, who from thence 
went and founded Wnevih, and other Cities la JJJyria. 
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We arc not iatisfied prccifely of the Time that 
^IMROD began his Reign. Some date it before the 
DHfcrfion, Butfuch a Conjc6hire does not fcem to 
fiiit well with the Mifaie Hiftory. For before the Dif- 
perlion we read of no City but BakeL Nor could llierc 
j¥eU be morey while all Mankind were >et in ^ Body 
together. But when Nimkod afTumed the regal 
Title, there fecm to . have been other Cities builr^ 
This (hews it to have been fome conliderable Time af- 
ter the Difpcrfion. We may venture to place the be* 
ginning of his Reign thirty Years after that remarkable 
Event. And in all Likelihood, it Ibouid be placed ra- 
ther 4ater than earlier. 

H£ is faid to have reigned four hundred YearSy 
and to have been fucceeded by a Prince of the fame 
Family, wliofe Name was Nabat Ebn Kcvd, who 
reigned one himdred Y«ars. . But all the moft ancient 
Kings of the Babylonians were from the Fowiiier of 
their Empire CiUed l^imareJah or himrods, 

Theks h a Tradition that he was killed by the : 
Fall of the Tower of Babd^ or fonie Part of itat leaft^. 
Hchile h^ was within iU 

;. •. ■ ^ ... M . .' 

yoi.,L C ' ' "til 
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C H A P. III. 

©f^ the Egyptian or Tyriat* 

^.ERCUL^S. 

AIOCLESoT U&RcuLJii.was of^pnuMjirlr^Si^ 
tia^ion* tho'faDm in the. l«war Egypt, ^ii 
Youth was particularly diiHogiii&ed. by AiSis of iFri^- 
denceandBiavery» under the. Hye of ;^S^tfi, theKing 
of lowec Egyp* Infomiich that on the Death of that 
Monarchy and .on tlie Scor^ sf per&nal Mcnt;only^ 
he. ftjcceeded.to the. GQveinment^ of ihot iKingdc^ia h^ 
Eledlion. His Name in the CiU/iiietJgaifies ^.Pctton 
remarkable for Swtftnefs, For in the early Ages of 
the World: thjui was deemed a-necefiary QualificaJtion 
for.aaHEROBt; and i&that for.whiclL^n^'i/!uispa» 
ticularly difUoguiflsed by Homer. He. obraip^: tht 
&irname of jiBup which imports as much.a& SPim Strong 
taVisUoBtm. 

He began his Reign about the Year of the World 
11314 and it pcoved . a. Reigm. of roatinual War and 
Tix>uhle» fior.he was the Uft^ of the Uycfct or Shepk* 
herd-Kings, whom the Monarchsof Upper>£f^;p» had 
been long endeavouring to expel* He therefore fuF* 
tained an uninterrupted W^ for the Space of forty-- 
nine Years and two Months, againft Gcformiet firil, and 
Afterwards againft his Suo^or Ahritt who is alfo cal- 
led Amffit or ThttmfitM 
^ ^' •' It 
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Tr happdied in the Reign c!f Tim4Mit K rng of Efyfr, 
that a Multitude of Men, pouring fiom the Eaft into 
tliat Country, miidfc War With the Inha4>ltants. Sir 
Ifaac Neivtcn is of Opinion that they were Canaaniut, 
who fled from yeflink^ ind Weiit into Africa ; but in 
their Fljg!»t ifeiied on the Kingdom of the lower E'^/>f, 
In Which Conjtwture he fs however undoubtedly mlf- 
fAken; d^ ^ifl fuither appear by and by. The E^\f r- 
feiif, fiU^rf'S^^d witli the Suddennels of the Invafion, 
rabmhtett *itH6tit trjring ifte Event of a Battle. Kav- 
hil^ i^dubi^d the hlflce^, they are laid to have behave4 
te 1 i*teftfcji&rirta iilifultlirg Manner over the ancient 
!hi^bitaili^r ^i^ ^ up otie of tliieir >}umber for King; 
Itliote i9im^ Wa^ jSiAi/'/V. '^mphi was the Place of his 
tttei i^;i^MS)i ; \^ isalen Cilmiroris wherever they 
were judg'd ncccffary, and kept both the upper and low- 
^r Region under Tribute. But heparticidarly fortified 
the Eaflem PirtSi fearing an Invaiion of the AJfyiant, 
#ho were at that Time very powerful. Finding there- 
fore a oonvenicnt City in the Sakk Nmu, which ^as 
4eated on the Etfftern Banks of the River Bvhhftii, and 
.which was caUed Jlvari$ or Jbaris, he rebuilt it, and 
fitrrounded the whole DiftriA,xontainingten thoufand 
Acres of Land with a- ftrong Wall. Here he kept a 
Wirifitttel Giffifd'n 6f twenty four thoufand Warriors. 
'h ^*hfe G<(ffah!> aboiif the Time of Harveft, to come 
%th^r to gathir in hi$ Com, and to pay and exercife 
ills S6ldicrs> f hsft they migHt always be r^dy and fit for 
A^toii, andit c6if^tfftt Terror t6 aiiy Who fliodd at- 
i C 2 VKm^jV 
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tempt an Tnvaiion. Salatii dyed and was fuccecdcd by 
£\'c Others, viz. Been, Jphacnas, Jpophis, Manias, and> 
l^ftofall, by our Hercules Ass is. 

These were called Hycfos or KmgSkpherdi : the 
Word Hyc in the facred Di^ile-f^ fignifying a King^ 
and 5b; in the common Dialedl fignifying a Shepherd of 
Pqftcr ; and of thefe two came the Compound Hycfos^ 
Thefe held all lower Egypt in Subje<flion for the Space 
of 259 Years. Gcformies had gained confider-^^ble Ad- 
vantages over them by the great Superiority of his 
Numbers ; and his Son Mzr^ror "Thetmojis had now fliut 
tjiem up in Abaris, where they were befieged by this 
King of the Upper Egypf in Perfon at, the. Head of aa 
Arniy coniifting of four hundred and . eighty thou(an4 

Hercules fuftained the Siege with the iitmoft 
Bravery and Prudence. He cultivated the inclofed 
Spot in fuch a -Manner that it yicMed Provifions fui^ 
ficient for all his People. At the fame Titfur he^eiwrt- 
ed himfelf fo eflfcaually againft the Enemy, that fliejr 
could not gain, with all their Numliers^ the lead Ad- 
vantage over him. 

Thethmcfii, feeing it impoflTible to rediipc them. by 
Force, entered into a Trfca^y with Hk r c wlf s, which 
was at length concluded. By one of the Articles, tlip 
laft was to quit Egypt, quietly and peaceably, carry- 
i!i^g with him all his People, with their Wealth and 

Subflance ; 



BubffiWfcc ; sad the fo«f»t n^ai ii zMo^ tiittfl fo rtt irt 
\fhltlMir Utef thefilfilverpted^ uRthoUt Moleftatibn.. 

The Agrcctncnt was faithfiilly executed on both 
Sfdife. And H^tciittf, at the Hcid of his Subjcdh, 
rffnoitttirig #ifh thcSr Families to two hundred and 
foity Thbttfiwd SdiA, withdrew from Egypt. When 
fce mardied off, he tdoli the v^ay of tfe Defait, xnd 
<nWf^d %/;f. ThrtKfe prodeeding; td the Couritir^. 
Itbtti' whtcfr his Aneeffois cam^, and which is now 
^IkaiyitM, he tlfm'ibtoded the City i^Jtrifdm. 

'A&itij^&httt fettled a Number of his People, 
aiiicHablifteH good Order and Kegitlarit/amongft 
i&iiki; litetnarchM with the Reft northward^ as far a^ 
^iyia^Mimn(AM Sea; 

Having here pitclicd upon a convenient Spot 
fcr tbe Fo^iKtiattbn of a new City, k6 built tlie (Irong 
Hold of Tjr0i and had Views of making it, wliat it 
JCK>ii pibved to bb, the richeft Emporium in the 
WorkL Herb he was called Mticarthuf, or Kmg ofth: 
Gtya. Hfe Views however wferc not confined to the 
City ; ' biit extended to Mankind in general. He in- 
fended: Indecsd ta make that tlie principal Mart of 
Trade; but by the Mcaas of Coranr.crce to civilize 
and improve the World. With Refpedt to the. former, . 
hfe I?nbdttiragen1dit of Ttaide ahd Navigation was fu- 
Ifnior to any^Tlrinpheiafd-Df in tJiofe Ages ; and wit A • 
C i, ^^^. 
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Refpeft to the latter, not content with the indolent 
Enjoyment of Royalty, he determined to vifit in Pcr- 
fon, and to plant Colonics in, the remoteft Parts. 

BcT it was at Tyre (thus founded about the Time 
that Abraham was in Canaan) that he found out the 
Purple Dye, which was firft made with the Liquor of 
. <aj Shell-Fifh, called aftej\yards in Latin, Munx. This 
• was the Colour, with which Kingji were adorned la 
tliofe Days» and therefore a King was called Porphyrim, 
or one that wore Purple. And Hercules himfelf, 
tho' called at other Times the Tyrian or the Egyptian 
Hercules, isfometimes called the P/umician Her- 
cules from this Colour. And the Country near Tyifc 
and Sidcn, and cfpecially the Sea-Coaft, where they 
caught thefe Fifli, and carried on the Purple Trad^ 
was thence called Phanicia, 

He was well acquainted with the Fhilofophy of 
hi? Times. Having obferved that the Kings of upper 
Egypt computed three hundred and fixty-five Days to 
their Year,, and finding it, upon a clofe Examinatiofi 
to be more exaft according to the annual Motion of 
the Sun, he introduced thefan^ Way of Keckoni;ig iii- 
to \\i^ K ingd im. And it xx)ntinued tlie fame for many 
Ages afterwards; . \ * 

His firft Voyage was into Greece to confult the 
Oracle oiDQdvncu This was ^a fanious Patriaichal of 

Druidical ^ 



Tyrian HERCULES; T9 

Druidical Temple compofed of one or more FilLirspi 
StonCy with an Altar, and furrouiidcd by a circular 
Flantation of Oaken Trees, So Virgil Ciys 

That Oaks were hel 1 for Oiaeles by Greece, 
To the fame Place, and on the fame Errand the great 
Homer fends Uiyfet. 

Tlie darling Objed of your royal Love 
Was journey'd thence to Dod^meanyr/ie ; . 
By the fare Precept of the ^yhxm Shrine, 
To form the Conduft of his great Ddign. 

For the Patriarchal- Relrglon was not confined 
to the Patriarchs and their Dcfcendants, tho* it was 
prcferved pure through them/ while moft of the Nations 
fell intogtJE^t G>rruptions/; nor to the Land of Gf^ 
naan, in Which they chiefly refided. For it was then 
tlie reigning Relgiori of E^;pf, and. a good Part of 
J^l and was afterwards tranfplaifted by He e gules 
ifito the farther-Part of -4frw, the Gontiiie;it of Eifropf, , 
and the Briti/h Ifles. Which laft particularly abound 
with Monuments of the fame Worlhip, 
- - ••• ••■ 'V .."■ -^ , • - '/ - ..- •,•■ 

OvR Heroe is faid to Jiave ordered the City of 
Tyre to be built, where the Jmbrcfiai Stonsf flood, which 
were tyeo m&vec^le Rocks jfanding by an Olive TreQ. 
Tliefe Rocki were made moveable by a Yolk extube- 
rant in the Middle of the under Surface 4^( the uppcr- 
snoft Stone^ whidi was inferted in a Cavity in. the 
Surfdcepf th& lower Stone. He; was to iaqriiice on 
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tlicm, and they w^^c to become fi*l iVid ff ^bltf ;■ of tf 
ther, (tic City fhould be built wltW isrp^ff Asafplot Mk 
become {^rmanent akid gloriom* 

Thess Anhro/M Stimt w«re n6 other tbiii S^owfe 
confecrared or anoint eds with Oil of Rcfet; #hidi wf& 
afterwards on that Account fald to be the Food of the 
Gods. And for tlieir MobJlity^ the/ Wtit ttiriried hy 
the Grcflib, Living Sicnifi, 

The Antiquarian Ftfr7/«if hasgivenus three Me- 
dals ftrtick by theCity of fyrv in Hohtor dTthei^ illuf- 
ttiouB Fdiindef. Ilitfae firik sttt ttffifcknt<ed'hv^ Pitlaft^, 
cm one SidtsnxJIt^it v#ith Fiie^ butiftng,: 6ti thtf erthet 
mOb'vi^TTte'. Underneath A^MBROCISPBTRJ!^ 
^^f\ iffff Jinfr^ Simr: The Kdfcripftoff' CO& 
TYR. MBTR. faitiirfilMiidtisH»ftctfUs?facti; 
ftsiiig od the .^AtfTMl n»r PfYto'i nested neair, In^t^ 

iimMnieSitk 

Such were the Pillars of He a cut ks, who led 
6ok)nie^ t6 Jffi^\ %^ifi Gtfttf/aftd'thi* <r/r^,lfles, 
and crefted every where theft ftandmg M^^msiidms^'rfi 
himfeliv and <tf tint Religioa whkh lie plsnted>. 

»A*ViN<^ mk^ the* neeeflify Proviiioii fbr' tl* 
Sifciirftji ahd^obdf iGovemnteiit '6f the Gity, he- ft I out* 
'i^[x5n'hifr^*C©ndr Voyage 5 imcndiftgnb prt^rtet^thfc 

KeCoimatioa 
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Refonnation of Mankind by the Cu1tivatioi| of tnie 
Religion and the Arts of Civility and Commerce. In 
this Expedition he was attended by fome Defceiidanrs 
of the righteous JbnJiam from about the Red &a, and 
particularly by Jf^r the Son of Midian, from whom 
that Part of the World called Jphrktt, took Its Nanie» 
whofe Daughter he married, and by wlwm he had a 
Son named Dcdorut. 

From this Expedition the Foundation of all the 
Colonies miid be laid, which are derived from the 
Phcniciottt, either in the neigbouring PartofGniAoi^ 
or in the Iflindi of the Medii§rr4mgaH Sea, or in theCon* 
tlnent of GrtKt, efpecially In Jrgw, or on the CoafI 
tii Mtmrinmia. Tho' ihefe laft were greatly augmented 
In Nimibers of People, by thofe who afterwards fled 
into the Parts about Tangier, when y^/hua conquered 
tiie Land of Canaan. 

Whin HetcffLis came to ^^f 'Vr,hehad feveral 
fliarp Engagements with Antmu the K'tig of that 
Country, who had lately taken PoiTeflion of it. He 
is reckoned by fome to have been the Son of Alai 
(whom $ancc7iiatho makes to be one of tlie Sons of "NcaJ^ 
Und to have been in Favour with Mizrwm the Son of 
Ham in Upper Egypt, and fent from Mm to govern 
Etk'opfa and that Part of Africa, But t]\is is inconfift- 
cnt with Chronology. It is. more probible tliat the 
Poflcrity of the firft Aut^us miglit People Africa from 
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the Fairt^of Ethitfia toward the WM, hy the Banb df 
^ft River Nig&t 'till they Oftmc to Gdpt t/c <^<Mb^ 
wiiere one of tlieit Riders might be called Uhlm, aMl 
from him thehigh Mountain in that Country, fo faMdi 
amongft th^ Poets fcfr beating «p tte Htlve&Sp mighir 
take in Naitur. Thi» ://ib; might hate ^ Soit» Irhoili 
l^ke the otiter, he might cat! tinntus c Itfid fo the Hi!^ 
torians might cafily miffake the one fdr lheiotfaer«. 
Or tlie SuccefTors of the firft Antaus may for fome Time 
UaTe h^ti OkWtA ^ h\% H^m^ Th^ iaft wiffirthe 
Founder of Ta^kr. He is faid to have beea a latg^ 
Giantj end of vaft Height, who WreiUed with Hfilt> 
C4n£6» and as often as he trasWeaiy and feint, h^ 
llrould but touch the £atth and recdtet perfedl 
Strength again* But HeRCUU^s at lail crufhed hitai 
ioCefttk between his Arms, and afterthat carried thit 
^xle-Tree of tl* Heatrens to relieve Aiks. The Meani 
ing of this myftical Story can be no m<|Ye than ttiis : 
that HIRC^'LKS landed in thofe Parts ; that Antatu 
kas a &mbeflf Warrio^i hud {ilffii>ft' ^ MAtH Ibr l^m^ 
tad that; being foiled in ftVfffal Battles^ he r6f iMd 
feito thi Country aM taifcd fifcfh Recruit*. This tti/L 
ablkd him to hazard ftvifeial Other Ehgagemerits, 'titt 
In ^he End he %Vaf entirely defeated and flain. Afret 
which HercuIks took FoiTeffion 6f the Country^ 
«nd ftlftaified the Weight of th^ Goverftftient, vVhiek 
An*ii^at and his Father Alas hnd done before. In Cohn^ 
m^mors^tion h^ftoi th^ Country thereabout, \i'hidl 
|utt9 hito. tlie Sda, is jpall^d fey a»cie»t Geographer^ 
VkfPiomonUTy of Rercules, In.; 
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Ik this Expedition he fcnt his Son Sardus from 
Jflfriut with Shipi to fettle a Colony in the Ifland of 
Skrdmfa, which from hsm received tliat Denomination* 
Whereas it had been before called i'aM^c7/V/w and Ich^ 
Miufn ftom the Sal^vfthi Pm, which tiic Figure of this 
Ifland r^eieats* 

iljM9>£LF in Perfon vifitedthc Coafts of Itafy, 
France, zndSpam, and left Colonies behind him in ma* 
ny Places. To thefe the Phanicians fent Reinforce- 
ments asOocafioA required ; and by kis Example le m- 
ed to fettle new llantatfons. This is the Keafon that 
fo vait a Number of Towns, Seis, Riveis, Mountains 
^nd Countries are to be met with both in Eurcpe and 
Jfrka^ whofe Names axe derived from the Phcemcian 
Language. 

Thk Chrmhcn of Eufebtut has fixed the Vi^ry of 
Hercules cvei Amaut at about three hundred and 
ninety three Years before the Deftruf^ion of Troy\ 
This anfwers well enough to the Account given by 
Sanctmiatko, who makes our Hercules to luve been 
the Son of Dimaroon furnamed Zeus, who was the Son 
of Ouranot (or Noah) who was the Son of Elion or 
Upjjftus : and which renders iiim contemporary with 
Abraham and Jfaac% « 

His Fleet now came to the Straight, where the 
Land on both Sides is terminated Wcfiward by the 
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great Atlantic Ocean. And on both Sides our Aciveflh 
turer erected Temples to the God of Heaven, which 
were long after entitled the Pillars ofHBRCULES. 
He then entered the wide Sea, and coalting to the 
Right, took Poilellion of Gud'r^ or Gades ; where in 
cf^er Tiiues a magnifjcent Temple was ereded to hts 
Honor i .where, in Imitation of the Religion which 
he planted, the Rites were iimple and no Images al- 
lowed. Here he ilew drycn, who oppofcd him, and 
who is repreftuted by the Poets as haying thre^ 
Heads, bccaufe he was King of all tlie Provinces into 
which Spain was then divided. 

Hence he proceded even to the Bn'tt/h Iflands, 
fettling Colonies and raifmg Pillars, wherever he 
came. 

To his Arrival in thefe Iflands (and not in Ligurta) 
muft Ix; applied whatever is related of his Encounre? 
w ith Mbkn and Berg^cn, and of his being aflifted, when 
his Weapons were fpent, by a Shower of Stones from 
/Heaven. Alh'm is the Name given afterwards to thi^ 
Ccimtry ; and by the miraculous Shower of Stones no 
^ore is intended, than that the Inhabitants were. at 
laft reconciled to him, on Account of the divine Rjc^ 
ligion which he taught, and the great Number of 
thefe open Temples of Stone crcftcd by him. 



T«A15 
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That the fame Hercules and his Compmions 
tarried Tin from Britain, or the CaJJltaid Iflands, 
itrhich was afterwards made much Ufc of ly the 
Midianitei and Arabians, we have the Authority of 
the Ancients for faying. And from what other Ma- 
ritime Country it could come, in Quantities fu^F.ci- 
•cnt to fupply the Markets of Tyre, is to us unknour)> 
The Greek Word-, CaJJttcrides, is but a Tranflation of 
that Name, Barat-Anah, or the Land of Tin, by 
which the PA<wi/atf«/ originally diftinguilhcd ihcfc 
Iflands ; and of which Britain is but a Corruption-. 
This gainful Branch of Commerce was carried on 
by the Vhantciam for Ages afterwards: But that 
thofe jealous Traders fhould endeavour to keep 
both that, and the Courfe which they ftccred, as 
much a Secret as might be, is without Difficulty ac- 
counted for. But whether they were acquainted 
with the Ufe of the Sea-Compafs, without which 
the Voyage could not eafily be performed, is ano- 
ther Point. 

The Ufe of the Mariners' Compafs has been fo 
long known to the Clmefe, that they have no Re- 
cords or Notion of its Origin* The Cafe is the 
fame with the Arabians, who by the Help of it ftill 
traverfe the wild Defarts, nor can any of them tell 
when the Practice firft commenced* H^nvart en- 
deavours to prove that the old Egyptians had the 
Vfe of it; and that the Bembin Table contains tUc: 
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Do(^rine of it enveloped in Hieorglyphics. The 
learned Fuller alTerts that the Phoenicians knew the^ 
Ufe of it, whicli they endeavoured to conceal by all. 
pofTible Means, as tliey did their Trading in general. 
Oforius, in his Difcourfe of the Adls of King Ewa- 
nuil, refers the Ufe of the Compafs among the Eu- 
reliant to Vafquez di Gama and the Portuguefe, who 
ioimd it among fome barbarous Pirates about the 
Cape of good Hope ; who probably were fome Remains 
of the old Phaniciam or Arabians, or at lead had pre- 
ferved from them this Pradlice. But Monf. Fauchet, 
in his Antiquities of Fratics, quotes fome Verfes 
from a Poet in that Country, who wrote in the Year 
of our Lord 1180: wherein is as plain a Dcfcrip- 
tion of tlie Mariner's Box, as Words can make. 

It appears that the Heathens made an Emblem 
of it in their public Worfliip. For what was called 
the Image oi Jupiter Anwym (whofe iJbian Temple,, 
according to Herodotus] took its Rife from Phcsnicia) 
was nothing more than a Compafs Box, which was 
carried about by the Priefts, when the Oracle was 
confulted, in a Golden Ship, It is probable that the 
famous Golden Fleece was nothing elfe : whence th^ 
Ship of Phrixus (who is Apher or Aphricus, and the 
fame with Jupiter Ammon) which carried it, is faid. 
to have been fenjibk and pofTefTed of the Gift of 
Speech. So alfo the Ship Argos which fetched it 
frojj) Colclvi, To thefg Teftimonies we may fubjoia 

. that 
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that of the great Homer, who, fpeaking of the Phx- 
hicians and their extraordinary Skill in Marlllme 
Affairs and Encouragement of every Branch of 
nautical Science, makes Jhinous give to tiu! 
Shipping of his Ifland the fame common Charac- 
ter with jirgos, and the Ship of Phrixus, in the fol- 
lowing Lines, which have puzzled all the Couiiucn- 
tatdrs ; and which either have no Meaning at all, 
(which is fcarce to be fuppofed of Honter) or plainl}' 
evince the Ufe of the Compafs amongft that Sta- 
faring People: 

No Pilot's Aid Phctata'an VeiTels need, 
Themfelvcs inftin5l with Settfc fecurely fpeed ; 
Endu d with wondrous Skill, untaught they fhare 
The Purpofe and the Will of thofe they bear ; 
To fertile Realms and diftaiit Climates go. 
And, where each Realm and City lies, they know: 
Swiftly they fly, and through the pathlefs Sea, 
The' wrapt in Clouds and Darknefs, find their Way. 

The Golden or Brafs Cup, which is faid by very 
many ancient Authors to have been given to Her- 
cules by Jpdlo, or Nereus, or Oceanus, and with 
which he failed over the Oc^n, can mean nothing 
but the Mariners* Compafs, to the Knowledge of 
which he had at lead attained. Tho* I fhould ra- 
ther imagine him to have been the Inventor of it, by 
the Name Lapis HsracUus given to the Magnet* 

D 2 \^ 
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It is not to be doubted but that Hurcules ci- 
ther made more than one Voyage to thefe Illands > 
^or that his Stay here was fo very coniiderable, that 
fcveral Voyages were performed by his AiTociates 
to and from them in the mean Tune.. For we have 
fuch Memorials of him as could not fuddenly have 
been raifed : particularly the Founding a City cal- 
led after him, the City of Hercules, now Hartlepo'e up; 
on the Coaft of Durham ; a manifeft Coiruption of 
Uerackof oil's. In all probability the City of Old Sarum 
in JVihJhire was alfo founded by him ; the ancient 
Name of Sarbodunum being compounded of two Phoc" 
ffician Words, and given to it from its Height znd 
Drynefs, It was alfo built after the Model of Jlefia 
an Gaul, which Hiftory affures us was founded by 
Hercules. The fuperb Temples of jikfty and 
Stcnehetige in the fame County were alfo. In all Proba- 
i^ility indebted to him for their Exigence. It re- 
quired alfo much Time to bring the Mines in Com" 
ijuall and the Scylly Iflands to any good Effect : for 
this, no doubt, was doae under his immediate Infpec- 
tion. There is a Tradition, mentioned by Nordtn in 
his Antiquities of Cornwall, which is uuiverfally re- 
ceived by the Inhabitants of that Country, that 
their Mines were anciently wrought by the Jews. 
He fays that thefe old Works are called Attal Sara- 
%in, the ancient caft-vff Works oftliejews, or rather ojP 
the Arabians ; in which their Tools are frequently 
found, But above all, the Ellablilhment of the Or- 
der 



TyRiAN HERCULEft 29 

dcr of the Druids in Britam required deliberate Care 
and Circiimfped^ion. 

There is another Memorial of him m the Name 
of the Promontory, which is called lianldui Point 
in Devon/hire ; which, as Mr. Camden obferves, is 
but an Abbreviation of Hcrculit Promontorium, 

In the Church-Yard of CcrW^^f in Ncrthumbcr- 
land, not far from HartlcpoU, is a very ancient MX2lt 

•infcribedtotheTvRiAN Herculks, viz, H E R- 
ACLEI TURIO DIODORA AR- 

-CHIEREA. That is. To THK Tvrian Her- 
cules Archisacerdotal Offerings. On 
tile one Side, is %ured a BulFs Head witli a facri- 

•ii<:ing Knife ; on the other, the Wreath of Vi(flory. 
But this I imagine to have been done by the lofia'tn 
o(Jfia Proper. For they were expert Mariners, fail- 
ed long Voyages in fifty-oar'd Gallies, were pretty 

•early-acquainted with the Coafts and iflands of Eu- 
rope, and may be faid to have fuccecded the Tytidn> 
in Maritime and commercial Glory. By the Menti- 
on of D/v/wtf y^rcAZ/jarc/c/ 5/ c^cr/;:^; in the Infcripti- 

on, -and by the Sacrifice of prime Victims to him 

•(fignified by the BulFs HcaJJihcy muft have refped- 

ed the Tyrian Hercules as a Diety of the firft 

-'Clafs ; judging no Honors extravagant which were 

•paid to this adventurous and fuccefsful Heroe 
(which Charader is pointed at in the Figure of the 

•Wreath) whofirft taught the Way to Britain. 
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This Hercules was at laft caft away, and loft 
his Life in that Element which he feemed before to 
have fubdued. VV^hence he was woriliipped as a 
God of the S^a by the Greeh and called PaUmon. 

So perifhed this great Heroe of Antiquity, the 
Terror of OpprefTors, the Friend of Liberty and 
^Mankind, for whofe Intereft and Happinefs he brav- 
ed the greateft Dangers, and furmounted the moft 
arduous Toils, going through the whole Earth with 
no other View, than the eftablifliing Peace, Juftice, 
Commerce and Freedom. Nothing can be added 
to heighten a Charafter fo glorious as this* 

Accordingly, many Perfons have been fond 
of afTuming this celebrated Name. Hence Diodorus 
reckons up three ; Cicero fix ; and Others to the 
Number of forty-»three. And the Gr^^i; afcribed to 
their Hercules the Anions of all the reft. But 
the Foundation of all was laid in the Plianician ox 
'Egyptian Hercules, For the Egyptians did nqt 
borrow the Na^ne from the Grecians ; but rather the 
Grecians (efpecially thofe who gave it to the Son of 
jfmpkitrycn and Alcmcna) from the Egyptians : prin- 
cipally, becaufe the Parents of the Grecia^i 
Hercules were both of Egyptian Defcent. We 
have g;iven one Signification of the Name already. 
JB^ut another may be given of Phoenician Extraftion ; . 
>\hicU is that of HarM^ a Merchant i a Name given 
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to the Difcovercrs of new Countries and the Pl.iiit- 
ers of Colonies there; who frequently li^iijlized 
themfelves no lefsby civilizing the Inhabitants, and 
freeing them from the wild Beads which infollcd 
them, than by the Commerce which they eilablilh- 
(d ; which no doubt was the Source of ancient 
Heroifm and War : as was before obfcrvcd in the 
Hiftory of Nimrod, 

CHAP. IV. 
Of OSIRIS. 

IN order to induce a vei\eration for their per- 
fons and inftitutes, it has been no unufual ar- 
tifice in lawgivers to have themfelves reputed by 
their foHowers, the progeny of the Sun. This was 
the cafe with Osi&is, who was faid to be the foa 
of Sol. Many incredible things are related of him 
by the Egyptians ; as that he married his fifter Ifis, 
and that thq fondnefs of this pair for each other 
commenced fo early, that, enticed by a mutual 
love, they embraced while yet in their mothers 
womb ; and it was thought that Arueris, the elder 
Orus of the Egyptians, and the Apollo of the Greeks, 
was the fruit of this early conjunftion. 

The truth is, that the Egyptians, to do the 
greater boaor to thcijr thiee great favo\;kivUsxO^\- 
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Ris.^Orus, and Ifis, made them afterwards to repre- 
fcjit the cljc(5ls of their idolatrous worfhi p. Thus , 
they looked upon Osiris as the reprefentative of 
thcSu)!, Orus of the Light, and Ills of the -/JLther. 
So that the above talc contains only this fimplc 
truth, that " Light began to flow from the body of 
the Sun, from its firft exiftence,. through the midft of 
i^ther." But all this while thefe themfelves, tlie 
Sun, the Light, and i^ther, were conlidered by 
that people originally but as primary reprefen'fa- 
tivcs or emblems. Plutarch therefore refers us high- 
er ; affirming, that ** Osiris figniiies the adivc 
Principle, or the mod holy Being ; Ifis the wifdom. 
«>r rule of his operation ; Orus the firft produ6li)ii 
«f his power, the model or plan by which he pjso- 
duced every thing, or the archetype of the world." 
Eut to leave the. myltery, and return to the nar- 
xation, 

Osims had no fooner obtained" the kingdom of 
Egypt, than he reclaimed the^Inhabitants from their 
favage ind brutal way- of living, fhe wed them the 
fruits of the earth, a/id- inftituted divine worfhrp ; 
building the city of Thebes, as is faid, and ereding 
.feveral temples. But that his beneficence rriight 
not be confined withi|i the limits of his own coun- 
try, he undertook to vifit the feveral nations upon 
e^rth; All thofe, which he did vifit, he civilized, 
not by the forcible conilraint of arme^-but by -dint 

^1 
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of reafon and perfuafion, alTifled by the powerful 
allurements of Midic and Poetry. His mnnner of 
fetting out, and the more remarkable panic iilars of 
bis travels, are thus told. 

Havijig in view the vaftand beneficial dcligii 
.above-mentioned, .he raifed a great number of fol- 
.Jowers/ amongft whom was his brother Apollo^ 
who claimed the Laurel as facred to him, as the 
Ivy was to Os I R IS. He took alfo his two Tons with 
Jiim, Anubis and Macedo. Thefe two wore coats 
^mail, and oyer them the Ikin of fuch a bead as 
correfponded with the nature of their courage. Sa 
.Anubis liad a dog's ikin, and Macedo the Ikin of a 
.wolf* And hence, fay they, the dog and the wolf 
«rcre afterwards worfhipped in Egypt. Pan alfo 
.was of the co^npany, Ke too was afterwards 
highly revered over all the country; infomuch 
.that he had not only flatues and temples crecfled to 
him, but the city of Chemmis alfo, which lignificd 
.Pan's city. We muft add to ihcfc Maro, famous 
for planting and dreffing vines ; and Triptolcmu^, 
.for fowing corn and gathering in the harvcft. Fin- 
ally, Osiris took \yith him nine virgins, profici- 
ents in Mufic and the arts, who being commined to 
the care of Apollo, he tlicnpe obtained the title of 
.niafter of the Nine Sifters or Mufes. Some Satyrs, 
that is, rude and uncivilized people who inhabit the 
woods and mountains, he met with as he went tow- 
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wards Ethiopia. Thefc were acceptable to hiitl ofl 
account of their jocund difpolition, and the diver- 
iion whick they gave by their antic behaviour; 
Skipping and dancing. 

But before he left Egypt, he provided againff 
■any difturbances that might arife in his abfenc^e, by 
commitiiTg the adminiftration to trufty and fagacious 
^erfons. For he invelied Ilis with the regency, in 
which he left his friend Hermes to aflift her. Hermes 
was alfo called Mercury, Thoth, Thoyth, Tauau- 
tes and Trifmegiftus, and by other names. It is a 
common opinion, that there were two perfons, or 
more, who bore thefe appellations. However, we 
here fpeak of them as one perfon, and enumerate 
the feveral inventions and books afcribed to him. 
He invented articulate Sounds, Appellatives, Let- 
ters, Religion, Alironomy, Mufic, Wreftling, Arith- 
metic, Statuary, the three-ftringed Lyre, and the 
ufe of the Olive ; not Minerva, as the Greeks by 
miftake averted. He was ftiled the Father of Elo- 
quence, and thence he derived his name of Hermes, 
the interpreter, or fpeaker. As to the books he 
wrote, one Author reckons them no fewer than 
20,ooO. Another exceeds and computes them aft 
36,52^. Thefe numbers are fo enormous, that it 
has been a ftumbling-block to the learned to cori- 
ceive how one perfon fhould be the author of fuch 
myriads of Tradb. Therefore fome have fuppofed 

theft 
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thcfe computations to refer to verfes ; others to 
leaves of the Papyrus ; and others again to fuccinc^ 
difcourfes and proverbs. But Clemens of Alcxandi ia 
will lead us out of this labyrinth, by the following; 
account of an ancient Egyptian procedion: The hi ft 
that advanced (fays he) was a chanter or finger, 
who bore fome fymbol of mufic : hisbufinefs was to 
receive two of the books of Mercury or Thotli ; 
of which the one contained hymns to tlie gods, and 
the other rules for the king to obferve. Secondly, 
an ailrologer bearing a dial and a pahn, which were 
fymbols of aftrology: he was obliged to have the 
four aftrdogical books of Mercury by heart ; the 
firtt of which' contained the places of the fixed ftars, 
and the three others treated of the fun and moon, 
their eclipfes, illuminations, rifing, and the like. 
Thirdly, an Hierogrammateus or facred fcril^, with 
a feather in his head, bearing a lx)ok and a rule, 
in which were ink and a reed to write with : he 
was verfed in the fubjcds of ten books ; the firft 
treated of hieroglyphics : the fecond of cofmogra- 
phy : the third of geography : the fourth of the 
order of the fun and moon : the fifth of the five 
planets : the fixth of the chorography of Egypt : 
the feventh contained a defcription of the Nile : 
tlve eighth a defcription of the facred utenfils, and 
of the places confec rated to them : the ninth. treat- 
ed of meafures : and the tenth of whatfocver was 
necel&ry in the Egyptian worfhip. Fourthly, a 
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Stolirtes, 'a kind of folemn mar/hal, hoWirtg Iht 
cubit of julTicc, and a cup for libations : he kne\^ 
wliatcver concerned the inftitution of youth, and' 
the fealln;:; of viclims. The whole Egyptian reli- 
gion wa-i comprehended in ten books. The i. re- 
lated to the facrific^s ; the 2, to firft-fruits ; the 3. to 
hymns; the 4. to prayers; the i;-, to procefRon ; the 
(j. to feftivrls ; and the other four to the like fub-^ 
jccls. Fifthly, and laft of all, came the Prophet, 
neiring a water-pot openly in his bofom, and fol- 
lowed by thofc who carried tlie proceflional bread: 
he, as prefiding ever the temple, ftudied the ten 
books called facerdotal, which fpoke of the laws, 
the gods, and the whole dicipline of the priefthood. 
Here we have an accotmt of 36 books of Hermes : . 
befides which, lie wrote fix more, which treated of 
anatomy, difeafes, medicaments, and the like, fo 
that he was author of forty-two in all. This is a 
more rational account. And this was the fagaclous 
perfon, or one of the fame chara<^er, that was left 
behind to aflilt Ifis in the government bf the king* 
dom of Eg)'pU 

Moreover, Hercules was appointed over the 
forces at home ; and AntTus, Biiliris, and Prome- 
theus, were conftituted governors over fcvcral pro- 
vinces. 

Osiris^ 
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OsiKis, having thus fettled aflfairs in Egypt, Ix!- 
f^n his progre£»« moving firft towards Ethiopia. In 
this country he raifed the banks of the Nile, and dug 
feveral Canals, tliereby to prevent the tco frequent in- 
undations, and to abate and diflribute the waters. 
While he was thus employed in Ethiopia, the Nile 
troke down its banks in Eg}'pt, and overflowed great 
part of tlie country with fo fuddcn and impetuous a 
tide, that it fwept away all before it, and drowned 
.great multitudes of people, doing particular dim:g;e 
in Prometheus' jurifdiction, whereat he was grieved 
almoin to difpair. But Hercules foon drained oti'the 
waters, and thence is faid to have (hot the eagle 
through, which preyed upon the heart of Prometheus. 
For tlie rapidity of the flood was compared to the 
jflight of an eagle, and the river wa^ from thence 
fometimes called after that bird. 

But to return to Osiris. He inftruftcd the 
Ethiopians in all rural matters, and, having built 
them feveral cities, he departed, leaving fonie behind 
him to aft as governors, and others to gather in his 
tribute. 

Frqm Ethiopia he marched into Arabia, and 
thus continued his travels till he had got beyond 
India. In India he built feveral cities, and paiticu- 
Jarly Nyfa, which he fo called from the place where 
(according to fome) he was bred up. Here he ^l^nt- 
Vou L E ^^ 
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ed live Ivy, wliich was no where elfe to be, found Jn 
India ; and left fo many Monuments of himftif bsr' 
liind him, as a afterwards ga^^e room to difpute, whe-. 
.thcr he was not originally of this part gf the world. 

Ha V I NO furveyed all Afia, he crofled the Hellef- 
pont, and landing in Thrace, flew Lycurg«s the king 
of the coiMitry, for the oppoiition which he gave to 
his progrefs. Here he left Ma^o to cultivate the land, 
•and commaiKied lum to build a city, and call it, in 
•derivation frotn his own name, Maronea. Afterwards 
he bellowed upon his fon Macedo the country of Ma- 
cedonia, which borrowed its name from him ; and 
Triptolemus liad charge of Attica. 

At length Osiris returned back into Eg^-pt, 
laden with the choiceft produftions of the earth, and 
with the bleffings of the whole lace of mankind, who 
confented to his deificatidn. 

But when his brother Typhon heard that OsrRis 
was now on his Return/ he entered into a Confpiracy, 
with fcventy-two perfons, exclufive of Afa queen of 
Ethiopia, to kill him. He found means to have 
meafure taken privately of the body of Os i r i s ; af- 
ter which he ordered a very magnificent coffin to be 
made and brought home to him while he was giving 
an entertainment to his friends. This was 4one, and 
luj.guefts failed not to take notice of llie coffin, and 
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to admire it. It was ufual for the Egyptians to have 
this foit of furniture, and indeed to prefer ve the em- 
balmed bodies of their friends, in their houfcs. Ty- 
phon fecmed pleafcd with the Tafte of his guefts, anr!' 
told them, fmiling, that the Tpcifon amongft thcni, 
whom it beft fitted, was welcome to it. On this, fe- 
veral of the company tried it, but to no purpofe. At 
laft OsiR IS went in ; which he had no fooner done, 
but they fhut the lid, and locked the coffin. Then 
pouring melted lead over it, they conveyed him to 
the Tanitic mouth of the Nile, and there threw him 
into the fca. On this account, that entrance of the 
river was abhorred by the Egyptians. This cnielty 
was tranfa^ed on the feventeenth day of the monlli 
Athyr, in which the fun went dirough the Scorpion, 
and in the twenty-eigth year of the reign of Os i r i s ; 
or as fome will have it, of his life. 

Wmek the Pans and Satyrs told ittothemei?, 
they were fcized with thofe fudden conf^crnations 
which have ever fince borne the name of Panic fears. 
Ifis, when flie heard it, cut off a lock of her hair, and 
fetting out in deep mourning from the city of Coptu?^ 
where (he had received the news of tliis melancholy 
event, went in quert of the body of her hulband. As 
fhc went along, fhe afked all fhe met, if I hey had feeii 
the colFm or lieard of it. But flic enquired in vain, 
'till fome children, who had fcen Typhons friends 
carrying it, gave her information. Hence tlic Egypt- 
E 2 \^x&. 
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ians held children to be endued wilh a prediftlve fe- 
culty, and drew conjeftures from what they faid while 
they were playing in the temples. Thn* Ms, having 
found the body, bikried it, and by her intereft with 
the Egyptian Priefts promoted his dciilcatiotu 

The following infcription in facred charaders is 
faid to have been found engraven on a pillar ia 
Arabia. 

SATURN, THE YOUNGEST OF ALL TH» 
QODS, WAS MY FATHER; I AM OSIRIS, 
T«AT KING WHO LED AN AKMY AS FAR AS 
THE DESARTS OF TnDIA, AND FROM THENC£ 
MO&THWARD AS FAR AS THE SPRINGS OF THE 
RIVER ISTER, AND THENCE QUITE TO THR 
OCEAN. I AM THE ELDEST SON OF SaTURN, 
SPRUNG FROM A NOBLE STOCK, AND OF GE- 
NERQUS BLOOD; COUSIN TO THE DaV. NoR 
IS THERE A PLACE WHERE I HAVE NOT BEEN J 
], WHO FREELY DISPENSED MY BENEFITS TO 
A.I.L MANKIND. 



5^'^ 
^ 



CHAP. 



S E S O S T R I S. 4C 

CHAP. V. 
Of SESOSTRIS. 

SE80STRIS IS by fome t1ioug!\t to have been the 
fon of Amenophis : but, whoever his father was, 
it is faid that the god Vulcan appeared to him in a 
dream, and admonilhcd him that the fon which 
fhould be born to him, would be lord of tlie whole 
earth. Fraught with this vifion, he got together all 
the males in Egypt bom on the fame day with his 
fon, and appointed nurfes, and proper perfons te 
take care of them, and had them treated in all refpe^ 
like his own child ; being pcrfuaded that they who 
had been the conftant .and equal companions of his 
childhood and youth, would prove the moft fajlliful 
rtiinifters, and the m.oft ferviceable and affedlionate 
fellow-foldiers. Tliey were abundantly furnifhcd 
with every thing needful; and as they grew up, were 
by degrees inuied to manly and laborious exercifes, 
and were in particular never permitted to tafte of any 
thing, 'till they had performed a courfe of i8o fur- 
longs, or upwards of twenty-two piiles. By this exer- 
cife of the body, and a proper cultivation of the 
mind, they were equalKr fitted for command and 
execution. 

Amxnopmls, after he had been at this vafl ex- 
pence and trouble in laying the foiuidatloa ^i \\v& 
E 3 fofiL^ 
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fon s future grandeur, refolved to give him and his 
companions an o^ortuoity of difpkying the good 
• effedls of their education* Therefore he fent him and 
them with an army into Arabia. In this expedition 
the youn^ Ses ostitis furmounted all the dangers of 
ierpents and venomous creatures, all the wants and 
hardfliipis of a dry and barren country ; and in tlic 
end fubdued thofe Arabians, who 'till tliat time had 
never been conquered. His father then ordered him 
iVeftward, aini he fubdued the greateft part o^ 
Africa ; nor did he ftep, it feems, his career, 'till he. 
^aw the Atlantic ocean, 

XVhile Sesostris was on this expedition, his 
father dyed ; and having now the reins of govern- 
ment in his own hands, and being elated with tjie fuc- 
cefs which had hitherto attended him, he grafped at 
the conqueft of the whole earth : or he called to mind 
the predidion of the god, and prepared for the enter- 
prize. Some fay that Athyrte, a young lady of great- 
wit and fagacity, excited him thereto by her counfel,. 
xeprefenting it as a. matter of little difficulty. Others. 
fay, that fhe obtained affurances of her father's fuc- 
cefs, by divination, by dreams in temples, and prodi- 
gies in tlie air, and the like. So that according ta. 
thefe, he could be no very young man at the time.. 
Laftly, it was faid, that he was inftni6led by Mercury, 
who gave him oounfels prober for carrying on the war. 

Ha.VINO' 
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Having in view a general conqueft, and know- 
ing that he muft be long abfent, and far remote from 
Egypt, he bethought himfclf by wliat means he might 
bed retain tlie hearts and affedions of his own people j 
wifely deeming it the moft natural means of preparing, 
thofe who followed him, to hazard their lives chear- 
fully in his fervicc ; and of preventing Ihofc at home 
from attempting any innovations diu-ing his abfencc. 
He therefore, as much as was in his power, endeared 
himfelf to all his fubjefts, by largelTes in -money, by 
donations in land, and by the remiffion of j5ttiiilhments» 
He partiailarly difcharged all thofe who were guilty 
df treafon, with impunity; and paid the debts of 
tliofe who were thereby incumbered, of which laft he 
Had many in his army. In fine, he wrought upon the 
nlinds of all by fair fpeeches, and a familiar deport- 
ment. In the next place he divided the whole king- 
dom into 36 Nomes, or provinces ; afligned a gover- 
lior to each of them ; and conftituted his t)rother 
Armais fupreme regent, invefling him with ample pow- 
er ; but forbad him the ufe of the diadem, command- 
ed hini to offer no injury to the queen or her child- 
ren, and to abftain from the royal concubines. 

Having thus fettled the government, he picked 
out the chokcft of lys Aibjedts, and lifted an army e- 
qual to the vaftnefs of his defigns, artd beftowed the 
cliief commands in it upon his beloved companions, 
Vho were upwards of fcventecA hundied ia. wnsk^'^*. 
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As an earned of his benevolence, and befides the fa- 
vours that he had beftowed on them in common 
With the reft of their countrymen, and that he and 
his fiicccflbrs might always have a regular force ready 
at hand, he fettled by lot certain portions of the moft' 
fertile land in Egypt vtyKyn his whole army. Whence' 
as an handfomeand regular fubfiftence would arife t# 
them, neither they nor their pofterity would lie under 
the neceflity of feeklng a livelihood by mercantile or 
mechanic callings, but wholly apply Ihemfelves to the 
military exercife. 

His army confided of 600,000 foot, 24^000 horfe, 
and 27,000 warlike cliariots. He firft marched into 
. Ethiopia, and reduced the inhabitants \o a tribute 
of ebony, gold, and ivory. He is generally believed to 
have been tlie firft that fubJued Ethiopia and Troglo- 
dytica, and is faid to have reached the pr<5montory of 
Dira, near the ftreights of the Red Sea, where he fet 
up a column with an infcription in facred chara^lers. 
He then proceeded as far as the country where Cinna-^ 
mon grows, or at leaft fome place from which Cinna- 
mon was ufually brought, where he alfo raifed monu- 
ments and pillais with infcriptions, which were to be 
{Qcn many ages after. 

His land-forces were not of themfelves anfwer- 
able to the grealnefs of his intentions. Therefore 
breaking through the ancient fuperftition of the E-- 
gyp^ians^ he was tiie &ft of thcix kings tlut fitted 
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out fleets of tall fliij>s. He had two ; the one of 
400 fail, in the Arabian g\ilf ; if Diodonis is to be 
credited, who gives us this number, and Herodotus, 
who mentions the fame fleet in general terms ; and 
the other in the mediterranean fca, if we may believe 
Manetho, who by Setholis underi^ands Sesostr is. By 
thefe naval armaments, and the great ferv ices which 
tliey are faid to have doneSKsosTRis probably wip- 
ed away the aver lion which the Egyptians had be- 
fore entertained for maritime affairs ; at leaft for a 
time. But he not only inflituted the marine clafs, Uut 
(by what appears hitherto) the military order like- 
wife. But not to dwell on this conjefture, we fhaH 
only add^ that his having confecrated a fpacious and 
magnificent Ihip to tlie fupremeGoD of the Thebans, 
looks as if he was determined to bring navigation into 
credit with the Egyptians. With the firft of thefe 
ffcets he failed out of the Arabian gulph into the Red 
or Indian Sea, apd fubdued the coails thereof; and 
continuing his courfe 'till he was flopped by certain 
fhoals, and difficult places, he returned back to E* 
gypt : or according to another Author, he went not 
on board himfelf, but fent them out againft the iflands 
and maritime places of the continent, as -far as India. 

With his Mediterranean fquadron he conquered 
Cyprus, the fea-coaft of Phoenicia, aiid fevcral of the 
Cyglades* 
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As to his farther conquefts oathe land, it is by at- 
moft all antiquity agreed, that he over-ran all Afia^ 
and fome part of Europe. He crofled the Ganges, 
on the banks of which river he ereif^ed pillars, as -he 
did on the remoteft mountains of India. Indeed he 
is fa id to have marched on, 'till he was flopped by 
the main ocean Eaflward. Thence returning, he In- 
vaded the Scythians and Thracians. But the Ac- 
counts of his war with the former do not all agree In 
giving him a complete conqueft over them. He fettled* 
a colony in Colchis. But Herodotus does not decide, 
whether it was of his own planting, or whether part 
of his ariny, tired out, might not loiter in the rear, 
and voluntarily fit down upon the banks of the Eiafis* 
in that kingdom. He fays from his own knowledge 
that the inhabitants were undoubtedly of Egyptlanv 

. defcent, as was vifible frqni the perfonal iimllitude 
which the Colchians bore to the Egyptians, beings 

. fwarthy and frizzle-hair'd : but more efpecially from 
the conformity of tlieir cuiroms, particularly clrcum- 
ciiion ; and from the affinity of their language tathat 
of Egypt. And many ages afterwards, at Oea, the 
capital of Colchis, tliey fhewed maps of thei^ jour- 
neys, and the bounds of fei and land, for the ufc of 
travellers. And hence came Geography. And this 
relation to each otlier tiiey mutually acknowledged. 

_ We now attend upon him into Thr^e, the utmoft 

boundary of liis progrcfs wcftward in Europe. Here 

^ he 
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lie was in danpjer of lofing his army for want of pro- 
vifions, and tlirough the diiliculty of the ya'Tof, He 
■therefore, here flopped his progief«. But the more 
probable opinion is, that his return was haftcned by 
the advice wliich he received from the hif^^li-prieft 
of Egypt concerning his brotlier's difobediehce and 
revolt. However this was, his pillirs were no where 
to be feen beyond Thrace. For it was liis cuftom to 
fet pillars up in every country which he conquered, 
with this infcription, or one to the like effect ; S E- 

SOST-RIS, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS, SUBDUED THIS COUNTRY BY THE 

?owER OF HIS ARMS. If the nation had ig« 
nobly ciouched to him, he, befides tlic infcription, 
caufed the privities of a woman to be carved, as a 
mark of their effeminacy and bafcnefs. If they had 
defended themfelves bravely, their pillirs bore the dif- 
tiiidion of the contrary fex in teftimony of their 
manhood and courage. Befides tliefe, he left ftatucs 
of himfelf behind him. Two of which were ftill to 
be feen in the time of Herodotus ; the one on the road 
between Ephefus and Phoccea, and the other between 
Smyrna and'Sardis. They were armed after the E- 
Jhiopian and Egj'^ptian manner, wcr*: five palms higli, 
and held a javelin in one hand, and a bow in the 
other. Acroiii the breaft they ha J a line drawn from 
one Ihoulder to the other, with this infcription ; This 

fL^(rION 1 OBTAINED BY THISS^MY SHOULDERS. 
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Upon advice therefore of the rebellious proceed- 
ings of his brother, who, encouraged by his long ab- 
fence and great diftance, had afTumed the diadem, vi- 
olated tlie queen, and taken to himfelf the royal con- 
cubines, he hifiencd from Thrace, and at the end of 
nine years came to Peluiium, attended by an infinite 
number of captives of all nations, and loaden with 
the fpoils of Alia. Here tlie rebel Armais or Danaiis 
received him with outward fubmiffion and joy, but 
with a private defign to take away his life, and root out 
his family. Accordingly he invited the king his!brc- 
tlier, the queen, and her children, to a banquet which 
lie had prepared for their refrefliment. They accept- 
ed the invitation, drank freely, and being thereby 
overcome, betook themfelves to reft. In the mean 
time he caufed a great qimntity of dried reeds to be 
laid all round the apartment where they ilept j 
and fetting fire to them, hoped thereby to accomplilh 
his wicked defign. Sesostris, awaking and per- 
ceiving the danger, and that liis guards, overcharg- 
ed with liquor, were heavy, and incapable of affifting 
hrm, lifted up his liandii, and, imploring the gods 
in behalf of his wife and children, milled through 
the 'flames, and they followed him. In thankfgiving 
for this wonderful deliverance, and to perform the 
vows which he had made in his extremity, he 
prefented donations to feveral gods, and particularly 
to Vulcan. Herodotus writes, that his wife perfuad- 
cd him to lay two of his fons acrofs the firej, and to 

tread 
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tread upon them. He then took revenge on his bro- 
ther ArmaTs, who is faid to have been the D-maiis 
of the Greeks, and, being on this occafion driven 
out ofEg>'pt, to have withdrawn into Greece, 

Sesostri3, having thus defeated his brother's 
unnatural defigns, and feeing himfelf again in the 
quiet pOiTeflion of his kingdom, adorned all the 
temples with rich fpoils and |;ifts, and rewarded 
his army in proportion to every man's merit. This 
army was not only glorious in its return for the ani- 
ons which they had performed,, and the great rich- 
es which tkey had acquired, but alfo for the great 
variety of foreign commodities, which they brought 
liomc with them, and with which they ftored the 
kingdom. 

Now laying afide all thoughts of war, he dif- 
banded his forces, leaving every one to the undif- 
turbed enjoyment of wharfortune had favoured him 
with. As for himfelf, he hencefor^vard applied his 
mind to fuch ftupenduous works as might immortal- 
ize his name, and everlaftingly contribute to the 
public good. 

His Works were of three forts ; religous, mili- 
tary, and civil. And firft, he erefted a temple in 
every city in Egypt, which he dedicated to the pe- 
culiar and fupreme Deity of the place. In the 
you U F CQN\il^ 
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xrourfe of fo univcrfal an undertaking as this^ no 
Egyptian was fet to work. Wherefore upon all 
thefe temples there was Jhis infcription ; No ome 

«ATIVE LABOURED HEREON. In the City of 

Memphis, before the Temple of Vulcan, he raifed 
iix gigantic ftatucs, which were each of one ftone. 
Two of them were thirty cubits high, and reprefent- 
«d himfdf and his wife ; the other four were twenty 
cubits, and reprefented his four fons ; thefe he de- 
dicated to Vulcan, in remembrance of his own and 
his famfly's prefcrvation at Pclufium, Many ages 
jafterwards it was fa id, that Darius would have 
placed his own ftatue above this of Sesostris: 
but the prieft of Vulcan. ftiffly oppofed it, arguing, 
that the Perfian, tho* great, had not yetequalled 
t!ic Egyptian ; and particularly had never conquer- 
ed Scythia ; and that therefore it was unjuft to pre- 
fer him to one whom he had not yet excelled. 
This pMt a (lop to the attempt. He moreover raifed 
two obelilks of marble, 120 cubits high ; and charg- 
ed them with infer iptions, which defcribed the 
greatnefs of his power, the amount of his ipeve- 
nues, and the nations which he conquered. Thefe 
were his works ; which may be faid particularly to 
commemorate his own piety and glory. Let us now 
take a view of what he did for the benefit ^ndlaft* 
ing wplCare.of his people. 



I^ 
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fx order to prevent the incurfions of the. Syr- 
ians and Arabians, he fortified the eaft fide of £7 
gypt with a wall, which ran from Pelufium through 
the defarts to Heliopolb, 1500 furlongs, or 187 
miles and a half. He alfo raifed an incredible num« 
her of vaft and lofty mounts of earth, to which 
he removed fuch towns as had- before too low a* 
iituation, to fecure the men and catrle from the 
danger of the Nile in its inundations. All the way 
from Memphis to the fea, he dug caaik, which 
branched out from the Nile, and not only gaye am> 
eaiier communication from one place to another^, 
and greatly advanced the trade and profperity 
of the kingdom ; but alfo rendered the cotntry 
impafTable* to an enemy, or at leaft, very incom- 
modious and diificult. So that Egypt, which had 
hitherto been famous for her horfes and chariots, 
and was admirably well adapted for either, wai 
now no longer the fame place in thofe refpefts> 
aad put on a new face. Thislooks as if S£Sostris 
feared that the fever^il nations, which he liaddif- 
turbedj or at leaft, fome of them, might unite a- 
gainit Egypt. Yet quite the reverfe appears, by 
hjs haughty carriage to the tributaries, 'till he wa^ 
reclaimed by his own good fenfe in this refped. In 
the mean time, it is faid that fome of the captives 
grew defperate under the intolerable flavery im- 
pofed upon them ; and that particularly tlie Baby- 
lonians.arofe, and lefolvcd at all UaLX^ids xo ^•sJts. 
F 2 . ^^ 
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offtheir bondage. They firft feized upon a fttong 
hold, and^afling oflTenfively againft the Egyptians, 
wafted the country round about tl)cm. But, on the 
offer of pardon and a place to dwell in, they werif 
pacified and built tliemfelvcs acit}', which they cal- 
led Babylon. The like was faid of tlie Trojan cap- 
tives. 

His behaviour towards the conquered princes, 
who waited upon him with their tribute, was for a 
time remarkably infolent. For, upon certain occa- 
sions, he is faid to have unharoeifed his horfes, and 
yoking kings together to have made them draw his 
chariot. Dr» Yoimg in his Satyrs prettily alludes to 
this, where fpeaking of a fair lady, proud of driv- 
ing her own chariot, he fays. 



More than one fleed mufl Delia's empire feel. 
Who fits triumphant o'er the flying wheel ; 
And as {}^ie guides it through th* admiring throngs 
With what an air fhe fmacks the filken thong"! 
Graceful as yohn, Ihe moderates the rein5. 
And whiftles fweet in diuretic drains ; 
SF.sosTRis-like, fuch charioteers as thefe, 
Miy drive fix harnefs*d monarchs, if they pleafe. 



b* 



This infolent pra^^icc was continued, as is faid, 
ty Sesostris 'till a certain day, when obferving 
one of the kings, who drew him along, to look wfth 

^ . 'great 
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great lledfaftnefs back upon one of the whech as it 
turned, he aikcd him, " What took up his thoughts, 
" that he kept his eye fo fixed on that objeft." Tlie 
captive prince anfwered, " O king, *the going round 
" of fhe wheel calls to my mind the viciflitudes of 
^ fortune ; for as every part of the wheel is upper- 
" moft and lowermoft by turns, fo it is with men ; 
** who^ one day fit on a throne, and on the next are 
' " reduced to the vileft degree of flavery." This an- 
fwer awakened rcfledion, and brou;:;ht the infuUing 
conqueror to his fenfes. He infiantly gave over the 
pra£tice, and from that time forward treated his cap- 
fives with great humanity. 

That Nothing might be wanting to make the 

* rcign of thisconqueror completely glorious, it was re-* 
ported that the Plitrnix came to Thebes in his time. 
Howerer that be, he was the firft who divided Egypt 
into Nomcs, and its inhabitant? into orders and claf* 
fes ; and the firft who parcelled out the lands, refcrv- 
ing to hinrfelf a fmall rent out of them. And when- 
ever it happened that the waters of the Nile, in their 
retreat, wafhed away any part of a perfon s ground, 
fuchpcrfcm gave information to the king, who re- 
mitted a proportionable part of the rent, and by 
fending furvcyors to. meafure it, gave rife to the 
invention of Geometry. He was the firft Egyptian 

• king who was confiderable at fea, and creeled the 
firft p-e&f empire in the world, Juftin indeed from 



54 SESOSTRIS, 

Trogus fays, that h« neither aimed at it, nor kept it ; 
being contented with the bare glory of the conqueft 
that he made. But few are of this Opinion. 

How this conqueror came by his end is not cer- 
tainly known. That he did not dye a natural death 
is pretty well agreed on all hands. Some fay that at 
length he loft his fight, and laid violent hands on 
himfelf. But whatever was the manner of it, it was 
extolled by the priefts into the higheft 5i<ft of magaa- 
pimity. 

An opinion has been advanced concerning t^is 
prince, which we muft mention becaufeof its Angu- 
larity. It was fet on foot by Mr. Whifton, who judg- 
es that this king was the very Pharaoh who perifhed 
Jn the Red Sea, in his purfuit of the Ifraelites, and 
the very Typhon of the Mythologilts. He fays that 
JTarmefTes Mi-Amoun, or Rameltes the great, the 
grandfather of Sesostris, was king of the lower 
Egypt when Mofcs was born : that Amenophis IIL 
l>is fon, was there king after him during Mofes! 
youth; and Scthos, or Sethofis, or Sesostris the 
great, the fon of AmenophTs III. was fo, during the 
l^eft of the fervitude of the children of Ifrael in JE-^ 
gypt. He fays that the pr^fervation of Mofes, and 
his Education by Pharaoh's daughter, are very a- 
grceable to what h^r brother Amenophis HI. did, 
aboutj or foon after the birth of Mpfes ', when^ Jie 
' ' " ' " " calleci 
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called together and educated witkhis fon Sesostr i> 
all the male children that were born in Fgypt the 
fame day with him : which might well be in imita- 
tion of Thermuti>, the daughter of Ramftifes, when 
Ihe drew Mofcs out of the river, and educated him 
for her own fon. And if Thermutb may be allowed 
as fag^cious and learned as her great niece Athyr- 
tes, the daughter of Sksostris was, we (hall have 
no reafon to wonder that Mofes wat Uarmd in alitht 
uuifJom of the Egyptiant, and mighty in wordt and (n detdi ; 
even before he received any particular commiffion 
for the delivery of his people. Indeed, thefe la ft 
words concerning Mofes, that he was fo early mighty 
in ivordf and deedt, fecm to confirm thofe accounts 
which we have in Artapanus an heathen, and Jofeph- 
us the Jew, concerning tlie wife and valiant condudl 
of Mofes, under the king of Egypt, when he was 
young, againftthe Ethiopians; who attempted the 
conqueft of that country at that time, which fucceflfes 
of thefe Egyptians under the condu«fl of Mofes, might 
probably encourage Sesostris to undertake thofe 
other vaft expeditions which raifed the Egyptian 
monarchy, and fpread his empire over almoft all 
the then known world. Nor is it improbable, that 
the Ethiopic war, which is known to have been un- 
dertaken both by fea and land by this Sesostris, 
might be when he was very young ; and might be that 
very Ethiopic war which was managed by Mofes under 
the king of Egypt, as mentioned by Artapaniis and 
Jofephus, Tvk^^^ 
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There are, fays he, evident remains of t!ii$ 
Sesostris perifhing in or near the Red Sea. Dio- 
- dorus alfures us that Sesostris at laft became 
blind, and that fo he was voluntarily the occafion 
of his own death ; and that he defervedly obtained 
the admiration of the pnefts and people of Egypt, 
on account of his magnanimous death. But what 

• fort of voluntary and magnanimous death this was, 
it feems the Priefts did not inform him. But if we 

, confider that the Egyptian name of Sesostr is was 

( Sethos or Sethofis, and that there was an ancient 

ikmous E^ptian king, whofe fi£lious name amongft 

the Greeks was Typhon, the proud, but whofe real 

name was no other than Seth, as Plutarch himfelf,. 

• a great martcr of Egyptia:n learning, informs us ; 
: that Typhoh*s own city Peluiium was peculiarly 

the city of Sesostris, and where he and his queen 

• received a fort of miraculous deliverance, and was 
by the Egyptians called Seth-ron ; and the- Nomes 
thcretr» belonging called the Sethroite Nome ; we* 

: fhall find that what the Egyptians could not, or 
would not, dirtdlly inform Drodoriis of in the way 

. of plain hiftorical fadl, was yet preferved in memory 
by fome of thofe Egyptians under another form ;. 

' and that this Seth, or Sethos, or Typhon, came to 

. the fame end that Pharaoh did, and was drowned 

• in or near the Red Sea. For as they long kept the 
memory of Ofiris, the ufual name of any beloved 
IdiLg of Egypt that- wasmwdexcd i. as was Ifis the 

.. . ' vfual 
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vfual ntiine of fuch a king's wifo or queen ; and Ty- 
phon the iifual name of fuch a murderer ; fo it waj 
here. Ofiris feems to have been fome beloved kin^ 
that SEsosTRis.had (lain (perhaps his own brother 
RamaiTes), and himfelf feems thence to have had 
the hateful name ofTyphon given him. And cer-» 
tainly this, name, (ignifying th proud, was never; 
more fitly applied, than to this Sesostris, who 
yoked kings in his chariot. And as to the death of 
this Typhon, the Egyptian Records affurc us, that 
he was Jlr tick by a ihunder-bolt, and hh blood ran out at 
Heroopolis, Now this city was very near the place 
where the Ifraelitcs entered the R^d Sea ; and the 
fame, I fuppofe, which Mofes calls by its elder name 
Baalzephon : the fame city was called Blood, or the 
Bloody City, from t\\2Lt Jirjtjhedding of the blood of Ty- 
phon tliere, and that be list drovjtisd wiiar the -waters ef 
the lake Sirbon, which is not far fron the Red Sei,.and 
was anciently fuppofed to communicate therewith. 
The city alfo itfelf feems to me to have its later 
name of Heroopolis, or The City of Heroes, on this 
very account, that near thereto the mod potent E- 
gyptian king, and his mighty commanders, with 
their entire army, thofe great heroes, became mar- 
tyrs for the Egyptian idols, idolatry and tyranny^ 
in oppofition to the God of Ifrael and his people. 
And with refped to the thimder and lightening whicU 
is faid to have attended the drowning of Sesostr is, 
Mr. Whilton obferves that this circumftance alfo 
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correfponds with the death of Fhai'aoh. For Gou 
loohd through thepHiar of fire and of the thud, and fo trou- 
bled thd hoft of the Egvptians^ that ihetr chariot-wheels wera 
taken off, and they drove heawly ; and the Egyptians refolv- 
§d to flee from the face tflfratl, becaufc they riow per- 
ceived that God hAxtdtli f$t^ht for rAm againft the 
Egyptians, while with f*# blaft of hit no/lrils the waters 
uuere gathered together ; as is dircdiy fer down by J(K 
fephusand Artapanus in the hi(!ory itfelf ; andalfo 
by the Pfalmifl in his^ celebration of this moil won« 
derful deliverance and* jiidgment^ who declares 
that, befides the pouring out of the water from the 
clouds at that time, thc'Jkiet then fent out a found, 
and God's arrowe went Aroady that the voice of hit' 
Shunder was in the heaven ; and the lightnings lighted the 
world ; and fA^ earth trembled andjhook ; in exaft agree- 
ment with the Heathens* account of the deftrudtion 
of Typhon. 

CHAR VI. 

Of MINOS. 

I'^HE Minos, whom' we are now to fpcak 



T 



of, \iras the father of Deucalion the Argon- 
aut, the grandfather of Idomeneiis, and contempo- 
rary with -ffigcus, king of Athens. He was king of 
. Crete, and the firft of the Grecians who equipped 
. a fleet, and gained the dominion of the fea. He 
autrricd. PMfiphiic, the daughter of Sol and Cretes, 
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and had by her, befides ^DcucalioB, Aftrata, An- 

drogeus, Ariadne, and feveral other children, it 

4iappened unfortunately, that when Androgens was 

grown up, he went to Athens to be prefent at one 

of their feaih, and contra^ed fuch an intimacy 

with the fifty fons of Pallas, that ^eus, the jealous 

old king of that iiate, fSearing fomc fatal confe- 

quence from it, caufed that prince to be privately 

murdered. -Others fay. that the young prince, 

having undertaken to encounter the Marathonian 

bull, was killed by it. However that be, Minos. 

having recived the news of his fon's death, and 

made feveral vain attempts to revenge it on the A- 

tlienians, prayed to the Gods to do it for him. 

Upon this the Athenians were punifhed with pef- 

tilence, famine, and feveral other plagues : and 

were told by the Oracle, that they muft expc^ n6 

.! relief, 'till they were reconciled to the Cretan king. 

* Minos, refolved to make them pay dear for their 
deliverance, impofed a . yeaily tribute of feven 
young men, and as many young virgins, whom he 
condemned to be devoured by the Minotaur. This 
continued for the fpace of feven; others fay, of nine 
years. Thefe unhappy vi^ims were to be drawn by 
lot ; and what heightened the people's murmurs was 
that i£geus, the caufe of thefe misfortunes, being 
childlefs, was the only perfon exempt from the 

« puAilhment* 
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Thus the fabulous Greeks have made up the lat'- 
ter part of the'ftory ; their poets feigning the Mino- 
taur to have been half a man and half a bull, and be- 
gotten by a bull upon Paiiphae, the qtieen of Min os ; 
^nd who, as foon as born, was by the king's Order, 
thrown into a labyrinth, and fed with human flefli. 
But the matter of fadl is, that this Minotaur was no 
other than a mcer man, tho' of great ftrength and 
ferocity, and who on that account was furnamed 
Taurus, or the Bull. He was in great power at the 
Cretan court, for his conftant victories at the games 
inftituted by Minos in memory of Itis fon. On ac- 
<;ount of his fierce and cruel difpofition, all the A- 
thenian captives were given to him by that exafper- 
ated prince, to be ufed with uncommon feverity. 
For we are told, that he was grown to fuch an height 
of infolence and crueky, that at length he became 
odious to the whole kingdom, and to the king him- 
felf, upon his being fufpedted to have too great a 
familiarity with the queen. He was afterwards flaia 
by Thefeus, who aboliihed this fliameful tribute ; as 
will hereafter be more ftilly related in our account 
of that heroc/ 

. In the mean time Pafiphae was brought to bed 
of two twin brothers, in the houfe of Doedalus, 
where her criminal converfation with Taiu-us had 
been carried on. One of them rcfembled Minos, 
and the other Taurus ; and it was this circumflaiice 

indeed 
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indeed which afterwards gave birth to the fable of 
the Minotaiff. 

Minos, higUy incenfcd againft Daedalus, for be- 
ing adiftant to his queen in her unlawful amours, and 
hearing that he was fled into Sicily, and there enter- 
tained by Cocalus the king of the Sicidi, proclaimed 
war againft that ifland. Ife fitted out a mighty fleet, 
and fetting £ail, arrived on the coaft of Agrlgentum. 
The place, where he landed his men, was from him 
called Minoa ; wjiich name it retained to tlie time 
of Diodoius the hiftorian. 

Minos, on his arrival fent ambaffadors to Co- 
calus, Intreatinghimto deliver up Dxdalus to juftfce, 
rather than to draw a war upon himfelf and lils coun- 
try. Hereupon the two kings came to an interview ; 
wherein C< calus proinifed to do all that the other 
required of him. The Cretan monarch, trufting the 
fair promifes of this deceitful prince, was prevailed 
upon to go to his houfe witliout guards, where he 
was privately itifled in a bath. Cocalus delivered 
his body to the Cretans, giving out, that his death 
had been occafioned by his flipping accidentally 
into the hot and fcalaing baths. His foldiers buried 
him with great pomp, and erefted a magnificent mo- > 
fiiiment to his memory, building near it a temple in 
honor of Venus, which was much reforted to for many 
. ages. 

YvL. L G "BkXit 
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Bc^t hothuigis fo remarkable in the life of Minos, 
as the many excellent laws which he formed ; for the 
integrity of which, he juftly claims a place in the firft 
rank of ancient heroes ; aifd on account of which he 
was feigned by the Mytliologiits to have been one of 
tlie diffenfers of jiillite.lA the u^fernal regions. 

The itiain icope whiclk Minos ailified at in the 
forming of liis laws, was to procure htippinef$ for his 
fubje£ts by rendering tlitm virtuous. To attain this 
end he firft banifhed idleneft and lu>uiry, the foUrce^ 
of all vice, from his dominions. He found tilcfaiis to 
keep all his fubjcfts employed either at home or a- 
bread, not fuffei-ing any, ho>VeVcr diftiiiguiflied aBovc 
the reft, to lead an idle and indolent life ; but oblig- 
ing thein either' to ferve in the army, or to apply 
themfelves to agriculture, which he brought into great 
reputation. In oMer to eftablifh a lafting friendfhip, 
by a kind of 4S<iuality, amongft liis fubjedh, he de- 
creed, that in each city, the children fhould be 
brought up together, and early taught the fame exer- 
dfesi arts, and maxims. They were accuftomed, from 
their tender yedis, to bear hunger and thirft, to fuffer 
heat and cold, to walk over iitep and rugged plac<^, 
td flcirmifti With each other in fitiall parties, ahdto 
iBxercife themfelves in a kind of dance with their ar- 
ffy&iir, which wa^afieiw^irds called the Pyrrhic* 
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As Crete was a mountainous and uneven country, tlie 
youth were not taught liere, as elfcwhere, to ride, or 
wear heavy armour, but to ufe the bow dcxtroufty* 
And ia this^ they fiu pccelled all other nations in tiie 
wodd. 

OiiKof MiMOi*inftitutions,wiiich Ariftotle greatly 
admires, was, that all his fubjedb (hould ufe the fame 
diet, and frequently t^^e their repairs together, with* 
«ut afiy didfnAien between the poor and rich. Thb 
introduced a kind of equality ^o amongft all ranks 
of people, accuftomed them to a frugal and fober fife, 
aiod further cemented friend/hip and unity between 
fhem, jby tlie ufual gaiety and mirth of the table. 
The public defrayed tlie charge of thefe meals ; one 
part of the revenues of tlie ftate being applied to 
the uies of religion, and the filariei of the magiftrates, 
and the seft aHoted for the public meals. After their 
tepaft, the old men difcourfed of the actions and vir- 
tues of their anccilori, and of fuch as liad dil)ingui/h« 
edthemfeives, cither by their valour in war, or their 
wifdom m peace. And the youth who were prefent 
at ihefe entertainments, were exhorted to propofe 
thefe great peifons to themfelves, as models for the 
forming of their own manners, and the regulation of 
tlieir condu^. 

Another of the inflitutions of Minos, and 
wUIqU tUto admires the moft, was, to infpire the 
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youth early whh an high TeCpt6k for the maxims, chC- 
toms, and laws of their own country, not fufFering 

. them to difpute or call in queftion the wifdom of their 

. confiitutioa; but commanding them to look upon their 
laws as dictated by the Gods ihemfelves, ^Hehad the 
fame regard to the magiftrates and aged perfons* 
whom he enjoined every one to honour in a peculiar 
manner. And that nothing might lefTen the refpefl: 

. due to age, he ordained, that if any defedh were ub« 
ferved in them, they Ihould never be mentioned in Ijie 

; prefence of the youth. 

A cuftom eftabliihed by Minos in Crete, and in 
. after-ages adopted by the Romans, gives us reafon to ^ 
. believe that even the Haves were better treated in 
Crete, than any where elfe. For in the fealts of Mer- 
, cury, the mafters waited on their flayes at table, 
and performed about tliem the fame offices, which 
' they received from them the reft of the year. This 
was to put men in mind of the primitive world, in 
which all men were equal, and to fignify to the ma- 
ilers, that their fervants were of the fame nature with 
tliemftlves. 

The laws of Minos were anciently in fo great 
repute, that Lycurgus paffed a confiderable time in 
Crete, employing himfelf in the ftudy of the Cretan 
conftitution, and forming his laws upon the model of 
tlipfe whicli then obtained in that i(l«tnd. Plato 

tells 
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tells us that Crete, under the government of fo wife a 
prince, became the abode of Virtue, Probity and 
Jiiftice ; and that the laws which he eflablifhed, were 
fo well founded in Jufticc and Equity, that they fu^ 
filled in their full vigour even in his time, that was, 
above nine hundred years after their firft publication. 

CHAP. VII. 
Of J A S O N. 

TT? SON, the king of Tlieflaly, and the third m 
^ -■— ' defcent from iEolus, being either worn oiit 
with age, or weary of government, while his fon 
Jason, whom he had by Polymela, or, according to 
others, by Alcimede, was yet very yoimg, appointed 
Pelias, his brother by the mother's lide, guardian of 
the kingdom 'till his fon came of age. On the other 
hand, Pelias, wIk) had refolved to fecure the govern- 
ment to himfelf, fent to confult the oracle about iu 
The anfwer was, that he ihould beware of the man 
who had but one fhoe. It happened fome time after, 
that as he was facrificing to Neptune, he called his 
nephew to him, who was on the other fide of a rivu- 
let, and Jason making more hafte than good fpecd 
to crofs the brook, dropped one of his Ihces, and 
gave him occafion to think that he was the perfon 
pointed at by the Oracle. He then afked him wliat 
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ccivcd by their king Cyzicus ; Ijut loofing from thence 
in the night, and being driven back by contrary winds, 
they were miftaken for Pelafgians, with whom they 
were then at war. A fierce engagement enfued, in 
which Cyziciis, and a great number of his men, were 
killed upon the fpot. The return of day-light havi»g 
difccvered the unhappy miftake, they only ftayed to 
bury, the dead, and fail'ed to Myfia, a country in Afia 
minor, near the Hellefpont. 

• Here Hercules, who plyed his oar with more 
might than fkill, broke it ; and while he was gone in- 
to the wood to cut himfelf a new one, Hylas, his be- 
loved boy, was ftolen by a Nymph, as he was drinking 
at a fountain ; fo that while he, and his brother-in- 
law's fon, Polyphemus, went in fearch of him, the 
Argonauts left them behind, and failed into Bithynia-. 

Here Amicus, the fon of Neptune, king of the 
coiuitry, a man of prodigious ftrcngth, liaving obliged 
them, as he did all ftrange comers, to fight with him 
at Hurlebats, was killed by Pollux. The Berbraces, 
feeing their king fallen, would foon have revenged his 
death on the conqueror, had not his brave companions 
fcfcued him from the danger ; alter which they fail- 
ed immediately to SalmydefTus, a city in Thrace, 
wheie tl.cy Coufulted the famous blind footh-fayer 
Pbinaeus concerning the fuccefs of their expedition^ 

. This^ 
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This perfcn is fa id to have been continually m- 
fefteJ with Harpies, a mondrous kind of bird, with 
feces refembling thofe of women, and foul long claws, 
who devoured one part of his provifions, and poifcn- 
cd the reft with the flench ^\ud\ they left upon it. 
He promifcJ to direft them fafely to Colchis, provid- 
ed they would rid him of tliat infedlious vermin, 
which ihey accordingly did. He then, among other 
direftions, cautioned them to beware of the Simple- 
gades, two rocks, or, according to others, two iilarids 
about half a league from the Straights of Bofphoius, 
and fo near together, that at a diftance they feem'd 
to run againft each other, and which, the poets fay, 
were often pulhed fo clofe by the force of the winds, 
that they fhut up the paffagc. He therefore advifed 
them to let a pigeon through it, and not to attempt 
the Straight, unlefs they faw him get fafe to the other 
fide. They followed hi* advice with fome fuccefs, 
the pigeon having loft only one pirt of his tail, and 
the fhip received a fniall bruife on its hinder part. 
All this implies no more than that the palfage was 
extremely narrow and dangerous. 

From this Straight they failed to the mouth of 
the river Paithenius, and were honorably received by 
Lycus, king of that country. Here Idmon, the foa 
of Apollo and Afteria, and a foothfayer of their com- 
pany, was killed by a wild boar. Typhis their pilot 
«lfo dyed here, and was fucceeded by Ancseus. At 



70 JASON. 

length, having crolTed the river Thcrmodon, and 
mount Cai^cafus, they a^ived fafe at Col <; his, the 
place of their deHination, wh^ie %h£ Qoideik FlcQce 
was kept. 

Th;e Y went immediately to the merropolift, where 
}Asa'M acquainted .£etes with the comoundof Be* 
U^, and demanded tlie Fleece of him* The King 
promiCed tp djslivef it him, provided lie cculd yoke 
tpgetlicr, 1^ his own fingle -ftacngtii, two fierce aad 
terrible bulls (which liad Wazea hoofe, aad breathed 
out fire aKd flame) prefeoloi to him by Vulcan, and 
plow thfi groynd with diem, fowing it with the dra- 
gons teeth which Minerva had given to him, 3tnd 
which were the remahider of ^lofe which Cadmits had 
fown at Thebes. 

Jason, perplexed how to perform thefe condi- 
tions, was liappily relieved by Medea, the king's 
daughter. Shepromifed, that if he would marry her, 
Ihe would affift him m it, and he had no fooner 
agreed to it, than (he gave him a medicine, with 
which having anointed his body and armour, he be- 
came proof againft the violence of the bulls ; or, ac- 
cording to otliers, Hie taught him how to tame thofe 
fierce cieatures, fo as to be able to yoke and make 
life of them. She told him moreover, that the teeth 
, which he was to fow would prefently fpring up into 
aimed men, . who would iofallibJy deftioy liim, un- 

Icfe 
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lefs ht f^ifed an inRrticdiate difTcnfion inr^n'^ tlicni, 
by throwing (loneS at them, during wlilcli lie mi^^ht 
cafily cut *hent off, Jason, having fucc rfuHy per- 
formed the tafk, went and demanded tlic Fleece, ac- • 
ccfrding to the promife of iEetes. 

The country of Colchis abounded with me. lie in- 
al drugs and plants, and with many alfo that were 
nrwcious. Med«a, the king's daughter, was very 
learned for the age in which Ihe lived, and had 
been particularly inftaidled in the knowledge of 
Botany, and the method of preparing fimplcs. And 
hence the poets have thought fit to turn this princjfs 
into an enchantrcfs. 

The king gave very little heed to the feprcfcnta- 
tions of Jason, when he told him liis fiiccef^, and 
claimed his promife ; and was fo far indectl from in- 
teHd'ng to perform it, that he was mw contriving 
how to dertroy both him and his company, and to 
burn the lliip. 

To prevent this mifchief, Medea, by her fkill in 
<lrugs, caft the perfon to wliofe care the fleece l^ad 
been committed, into a deep ileep, during which fh^ , 
ilole this ineflimable treafurc, and brought it to her 
lover, who took her, and at her defire, her brother 
Abfyrtus, into his fliip, and failed away immediately 
witli his companions. 
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Metes, who was foon informed of his daughter's 
treachery, prefeiitly purfued them ; which when Me- 
dea perceived, fhe is fa id to have dut her brother in 
pieces, and to have fcatlered his mangled limbs a bout, 
ill order to ftop the farther purfuit, as it efFedually 
did. For the difconfolate king, furprifed at her un- 
nalinal barbarity, ftayed to colled the difperfed frag- 
ments of his fon's body, and buried them in a place 
called Tomi. In the mean time flie and the Argonauts 
efcaped into Theflaly ; tho* not without having iirlt 
felt the effed? of the divine anger for that barbarous 
fratricide. And four whole months were fpent in the 
expedition. 

During the abfence of Jason, Pelias, who never 
cxpedted his^ return from Colcfiis, had taken fame 
means to cut off his father, in order to fix the crown 
wponhimfelf and his fon Acaftus : and the old king 
being apprized of his plots, had poifoned himfelf by 
drinking a draught of bull's blood. His queen like- 
wife opprefTed with giief for his death, and tlie fup- 
pofed lofs of her fon and kingdom, in a fit of defpair 
had hanged herfelf. So that Pelias now thought him- 
felf fecure on his throne, when, contrary to his ex- 
pedation, Jason returned fuccefsful and vidorious, 
and brcHight tlie Fleece to him. However, he had fo 
well ftrei\gthened himfelf in it, that Jason, brave 
and well-accompanied as he was, did not dare to 
undertake any thing againft him openly. But Medea 

l^Uefied 
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poiTeflfed his daughters with {o profounJ an admiration 
of her knowledge, tHat at laft fhe pcrfuaded tliem ta 
boil flieir old father, on pretence that by her (kill in 
herbs, fhe would reftorc him to life and youthful vi- 
gour. 

On the death of his father Pelias, Acaflus mount- 
ed the throne, and having pei formed the funeral ob- 
fequies, banifhed Jason and his wife from ThelTaly, 
who went and dwelt at Corinth. 

Ac ASTUs IS famed for having been a great hunt- 
er, and much fiX)ken of for the inconflancy of his 
wife Hyppclyta, or, as fhe is called by others, Cre- 
theis; which proved fatal to him. She was in Love 
wath Peleus, the fon of Caeus, and had folicited him 
in vain for fome time, 'till at length, enraged at his 
conftant Refufal, fhe accufed him to her hulbaiid of 
having made attempts upon her honor. Acalius, 
believing her, and endeavouring to kill Peleus, was 
hhnfclf, together with his unchafle wife, flain by 
him. 

In the meantime Creon, king of Corinth, had 
hofpitably received Jason and Medea in their ex- 
ile. Here they lived quietly enough for ten ye^rj>. 
At the end of w^hich time the Corinthian monarch 
concluded a treaty of marriage between Jason and 
his daughter Glauce. The high fpixit of the- flighted 
V Vol. I, H ^'^^'^iw 
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Mcdca was fo inflamed at this, that flie fet fire to- 
the palace, murdejed all the children that fhe had 
by J A s o N , and fled to Athens^ Paufanias add* that 
Crec»i (who was alfo called GlaucusJ having afl[ifted 
at the funeral Games, which Acaflus had inflituted 
in memory of his father, was trampled to death by 
his own horfes, and^ihat Glauce flung herfelf into a 
fountain, which was afterwards called by her name^ 
Creon i^ commonly fuppofed to have been the infti•^ 
tutor of the IflJimian games. 

But by others tlie event rf tins affair is related 
fomewhat differently. They fay that Medea feemingly 
approved the match between Jason and Glauce or 
Creiifa ; but at the fanle time meditated a fevere 
revenge : that fhe made the bride a prefent of a 
robe and a crown tinged in Naptha, which, in the 
midlt of their ' rejoicings and illuminations, fet fire 
to the palace, and confumed both it and her ; and 
that Creon and Jason ilVo perifhedin the fiames. 

CHAP. VIII. 
Of T H E S E U S. 

' TTpGEUS^ king of Athens, when he came to 
JlUs hb crown^ fiadiog himfelf in dlfrepute with 
his fubje£^ ))ecaufe he could get no children by his 
|riy(^fii and being femetimes in(id^ed by his brother 

Pallas, 
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Pallas^ who by that time had got no fewer than fifty 
-fonSy. furnamed from him Pallantidx, belides daugh- 
ters ; went to confult the Ddphic Oracle, and was 
anfweied that he miift forbear tlie ufe of women 'till 
his return into Athens, This puzzling anfwer obliged 
him to apply himfelf to Pittheus, king of TroezcHr 
who was then famed for his extraordinary wifdom and 
(kill in expounding Oracles. This prince cifily pre* 
vailed with ^eus to lie with his daughter JEihtaL, 
whom he got with child. As none but thefe three 
"wcre privy to the fccret, JEgctr^, before his return to 
Athens, hid a fword and a pair of fhoes, under a 
ftone long enough to cover them, and left orders 
wiih the princefs, that if the child proved a boy, Ihe 
ihould fend him to Athens with thofe tokens, as foon 
as he was able to Kft up the (lone. He charged her 
moreover to ufe all imaginable fccrecy, left the fens 
of his brother Pallas, getting knowledge of it, Thould 
way-lay and murder him on his journey towards 
Athens. 

^THRA being foon after delivered of a fon, Pit- 
tlieus gave out that Neptune was the father of it ; and 
when he came to be fixteen years of age, fhe brought 
him to the ftone, .which fhe faw him lift up with 
eafc, upon which fhe difcovered to him tlie whole 
fecret of his parentage, bade him take up the fword 
andfhoes, and prepare himfelf to go to his father. 
Both fhe and Pittlieus howe\^er advifed him to go by 
Hz \sa.^ 
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fea, alledging, that lincc the departure of Hercules 
.who had been the great fcourge of robbers and ban- 
ditti, the roads were again fo infcftedwilh them, that 
it was extremely hazardous to travel by land. The- 
seus, for this was the young prince's name, who had 
by that lime given uncommon teftimonies of courage 
and ilrepgth, no fooner heard Hercules nam.ed on 
fuch an occaflon, than he was fired wi'h a defire of 
imitating the exampte, ^ So that all tiieir entreaties 
CQuld not diflTuadc him from taking his journey by 
.land. In tlie courfe of which he met with various 
adventures. 

His firft encounter, after he left Troezen, was 
with Periphetes, the fon of Vulcan, furnamed alfo 
Corj'netes, or the club-bearer, from the club that lie 
ufed to fight with. Him he flew in combat/ and af- 
terwards carried his club with him. The next that he 
overcame was Sinn is, the fon of Polyphemon, fur- 
named Pityocamptes, from his bending the heads of 
two tall pines, and tying pafTengers between the op- 
pofite branches, which by their fudden return tore 
them in pieces. Him Theseus conquered and put 
to the fame deatlu 

Hi s next exploit was killing the fierce Cromyon- 
kh fow, called Phoea, which is fuppofed to have been 
.-a female robber of that name, infamous for her thefts, 
inuiders and lewdnefs. 

SCIBLON, 
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SciRON, an infamous robber, who ufed ta throw 
pafTeiigers down a fteep rock, after hp had made 
' them wa(h his feet, fell the next vidttm to the valour 
of this young heroe. Having next lignalized himfdf 
in the Eluiian Games by killing Cercyon a famous 
Arcadian wrcftlcr ; he went to Termibne, where he 
killed Damages, otherwife called Procrufles. by dif- 
tending his limbs to the length of his bed, as himfdf 
ufed to do to tlkofe wh^ unhappily fell into his 
hands. 

Lastlv, he went and fetched the famous bull of 
Marathon, and brought iiun alive to Athens, where 
he facrificed him to Apollo. 

But while Theseus was ilill in Troezen, his 
father laboured under no fmall perplexity from his 
fubjeds and his haughty brother ; and an accideni 
happened which had a Imoft brought him to dcfpair. 
This was the death of Androgeus, and the fubfequent 
furrender of feven young men, and as many virgins 
yearly- to the vengeance of the Cretan king, as has 
been already related in the hiftory erf Minos. 

Athens had for feme years paid -this fhameful 
tribute, when Theseus having perfarmed all the 
glorious exploits abovementioned, was arrived at his 
fathers capital. The un£L>rtunate king, who a few 
years-beforc had received into his «Ottrt die famous ^ 
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Medea in her flight from Corinth, and had been dc- 
: luded with hopes that (he would renew liis age, and 
-make him capable of getting children ; had by that 

time been alfo prevailed upon to marry her. Thk- 
:set;s, whofe birth was a fecret to every one there, 

• was yet difcovered by Medea, who conceived fuch 

• jealoufy of him, by reafon of his noble exploits, 
'. that file really filled her weak huiband with fears, and 

perfuaded him to invhe^the young ftranger to court, 
and to poifon him in a glafs of wine. But as foon as 
they were fat at table, Theseus, willing to give his 
father an agreeable Airpriie, luckily drew his fword, 
as if he intended to help himfelf with it ; which the 
old king no fooner fa\yj than he hafted tq throw 
down the poifoned draught, and embracing his fon, 

• owned him as fugh before all the court. This declar- 
ation, and th^ known vajour of Theseus, did fo 
qualh the fanguine hopes of Pallas and his fons, that 

. they broke out into open reb^Uion^ but were foon af- 
ter difcomfited by him, 

A^TER this, Theseus, who refolved at any rate 
to deliver his paternal country from the infamqus 
Cretan tribute, having encouraged his old father witli 
' hopes of fuccefs, went and willingly oflfe red himfiplf 
to be one of the unhappy number, and embarking 
withlhei^i in one fhip, he gave the pilot two fails, the 
one black to fail by, and the other white, to be lioift-* 
jrd at his r^turn^ in cafe he came ofF vidorious* 

AX 
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At their arrival in Crete, he offered him fdf to 
Minos, and demanded the liberty of /ighlinr; his 
champion Taunis in fingle combat ; which the king 
did the more readily grant, becaiifc he had fome jui\ 
reafon to fufpedl that his queen, a lady of no lingu- 
lar chaltity, had fome criminal commerce with him. 
Thiswasall that Theseus wanted ; and he had all 
the fuccefsthat he could \vifli. He killed his enemy, 
releafed all the Athenian captives, and prevailcil 
upon Minos to remit the tribute. 

Ariadne, the daughter of Minos, having been 
an eye-witnefs of the valour and addrefs of Theseus 
in the figlit, conceived fuch a paflionfor hun, that flic 
refolved to run away whh him. He left her however 
iu the ifle of Naxos. Some add, that after the con- 
queft of Taurus, Minos fell in love with Peribea, one 
of the fevcn virgins that Theseus had brought with 
him, and would have detained her. Theseus ftrc 
nuoufly oppofed it, which fo exafperated the Cretan 
king, that, among other ill language, he t:>ld him 
that he wi\s not thq fon of Neptune, unlcfs he would 
fetch his ring, which he then flung into the fea. The- 
seus immediately plunged after it, aad brought it up. 
But ftill Minos would not be pacified without Peribea, 
and Theseus, ftill perfifting in his denial, was by 
the rpyal order caft into tlie labyrinth. But he ftay'd 
not long there, before Ariadne helped him to a. clue, 
"^y m^ans of which he extricated hinifelf and kt fail 
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for Athens, leaving Ariadne at the ifland abovc-mcn- 
ticued. 



This whole ilory is fhiely defcribedby Virgil, as 
figured on the entrance of Diana's temple ; tho* with 
all the air of the (rreek fable ; 

The train with reverence enter, and behold 
Chafte Triva's grove, and temple roof'd with gold ; 
A ftni6lure rais'd by Dajdalus('tis faid) 
\V hen from the Cretan king's revenge he fled : 
On wings to northern climes he dar'd to foar> 
Through aery ways unknown to man before- 
Full many a length of fky and ocean paft. 
On Cumae's facred Tow'rs he ftoop'd at la ft ; 
Then hung to Phoebus, in the ftrange abode. 
The wings that fteer'd him through the liquid road 
And rals'd the pompous pile in honor of the gcd. 
The matchlefs artift, on the lofty gate, 
Engrav'd Androgeos* memorable fate : 
And hereby lot fad Athens yearly paid 
Seven haplefs youths, to footlie his angry fhade; 
'Here ftood the fatal urn : and there witli pride 
Fair Crete rofe tow'ring on the filver tide. 
There too, the father of the herds was (ccn, 
Who quench'd the pafllion of the luftful queen ; 
Their birth, a man below, a beaft above. 
The muigled offspring of prepoft'rous love ! 
Tliere Itood the winding pik,. whofe mazes ran 

Xouiid within rounds and end where they began. 

But 
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But when the pity'ng Daedalus fun'ey'd 

The hopclefs pailion of the royal maid. 

He led her Theseus through the puzzJhig ways. 

Safe with a clue, and open'd ev'ry maze. 

PITT. 

Unfortunatelv for Theseus and his com- 
pany, as well as for his father iEgeus, their extraor- 
dinaiy joy for their fuccefs, made them forget to dif- 
play the white flag in token of viftory, as had been 
agreed. The old king, who went /rom time to time 
to the top of an high reck to look out for the fhip, 
at* lail obferv'd it afar off, but dill Hiewing fable co- 
lours. Not doubting then but that his fon, like the 
the reft, iiad been detained in cruel (lavery, in a lit 
of fudden defpair he threw himfelf into the fea, 
which was aftenvards from him called the JEgczn fea. 
So that when Theseus landed at Ai hens, he found 
the city divided between grief foi his old father's 
death, and joy for the fafe return of his valiant fon 
and Succeffor. ^geus had reigned forty years. 

Theseus was of too active and warlike a tem- 
per, and too fond of imitating Hercules, to fpend his 
time in the civil affairs of his kingdom. So that he 
began, upon his accefTion, to confider how beft to 
diveft himfelf of that care, that he might with free- 
dom indulge his military genius. To this end he be- 
gan with gathering all the people of Attica into tlic 
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old and new town, which he incorporated into one 
city. After ths, he give up all his regal power, ex- 
cept only the title of king, the command of the ar- 
my, and the guardianfhip of the laws. The reft he 
-committed to proper magiftrates, chofen out of three 
different orders of the people, which he divided into 
nobles, hulbandmen, and artificers. The nobility 
had the power of interpreting and executing the la\irs, 
and regulated all things relating to religion. The 
other two chofe their inferior magiftrates from among 
themfclves, to take care of whatever related to their 
.feperate orders. So that the kingdom was in fonte 
mcafure reduced to a commonwealth, in which the 
king had the greateft power and fecurity ; the nobles 
were next to him in honor and authority ; the liuf- 
bandmeii had the greateft profit; and the artifts ejc* 
ceeded the reft in uiumber. 

Tn ^memory of this new regulation, he is affirmed 
^to have inftituted, or rather to have revived the fcf- 
tivai- called. Panathencea, in honor of Minerva from 
whofe name (Aikm) the city was called ; likewife 
that called Metoecia, forthofe who were inhabitants, 
but not free denizens, of the city ; 'befides the famous 
Ifthmian games, in honor of Neptune, and whic\ 
were fo called from the Iflhnnis of Corinth, where 
they were celebrated. All thefe were chiefly deligii- 
cd to draw a concourfe of ilrangers thither ; and as 
a ' farther encouragement, for them to come and fet- 
tle tlK^rCj he endowed them >Jvit\\ {^ecv^ ^uNvk^es* 



THESEUS, 83 

He abolifhed all diftinft courts of judicature, and 
built one common-council hall, called the Prytaneum, 
a fumptuous building which flood for many ages* 

At this time the Athenian money was ftamped with 
the figure of an ox. This coin -was fuppofed to hu'e 
had that figure, either in memory of Thfsei's' kil- 
ling the bull of Marathon, or Taua^ ; or perhaps to 
itcommend Agriculture to the people, to which em- 
ployment that animal is mod fubfervicjit ; or it may 
be that the coin fo (lamped pifb'd current for tlie va- 
lue of a good ox. Oneofthefe coins is now in the 
very airious collcdion of the right honorable the Earl 
of Pembroke. 

After Theseus had thi» new modelled the 
government, his next care was to join tlie kingdom of 
Mcgara to his own, in right of his grandfather Pan- 
dion tlie fecond, who had fuceecded PyUs* It was 
then tliat he ereded that famous pillar in the Iflhmiis, 
which fliewed the limits of the two countries that 
met there, and which liad this infcriptioii on tlie one 
fide. This is not Peloponnesus but onia; 
and on the other. This i& Pelopomnesus, Mot 
Ionia* 

His iiril expedition abroad was only underfakea 
in fayG4ir of Hercules, whofc companion in all fuch 
cicploits Tk&s^vs ever afietted to be. However, 



84 THESEUS. 

this gave occafion to a fecond expedition, in whkh 
it is fa id that the Amazons made a defcent upon At- 
tica, having with tliem, befides their own forces, a 
powerful fiipply of horfemen obtained from Segillus, 
king of Scythia, with his fon Parafagorus at their 
head. But the Scythian prince, upon fome mifunder- 
itanding, withdrew his troops. Others fay, that 
Theseus went and attacked them near the Cafpian 
fea. But all agree that he gained the viflory over 
them, and that he took prifoner the queen Hippolyte, 
whom he afterwards married. After this, the Ama- 
zons were forced to make peace with the Athenians ; 
and thefc, ^either hi memory of this, or their late 
Vi<^ory, erected a pillar near tiie temple 'of Tellus 
Olympia. 

Some time after. These us contra 61^ed an intima- 
cy with Pirithous, the fon of Ixion, and being invited 
to his nuptials, affifted him in flay'ng a great number 
of Centaurs, and driving the reft out of the country. 
Thefe were Theflalian horfemen, who in their cups 
had offered violence to the female guefts. 

The moft unjuftifiable a£lions in the life of The- 
SFUs, and which caufed him infinite trouble and 
difquiet, befides irreparable lofs and damage, were the 
confequences of a fcheme concerted between liimfelf 
and Pirithous. At this time ^t he famous Helen, after 
wards married toMenelaus, wascHed up as the great- 
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grcatcft beauty in the world, llio* but nine years of 
age. Thilse us had entertained a vcliemcnt paifion 
to bt pofTefled of this young lady. They agreed tlierc- 
foreto carry her off, and went accordingly to Sparta, 
and ftole her out of the ten pie of Diana Oitia, 
where ilic happened to be dancing. Tho* These u» 
was then above fifty years old, yet could not his vir- 
tue be proof a gainft her cliaiins. However, the tiine, 
and place, and ciraimAances of this aflion are vari- 
oufly reported. This fnade rtiuch noife, and they 
Were puifued as far as Tegea ; but made their efcape 
out of Pdoponnefiis. Thinking themfelves now fe- 
curc df their Prize, they agreed to caft lots for her, oa 
Condition tliat he, ^o whofe lot ihc fell, ihouUl 
aflift hh friend in getting fonfic other celebrated beauty 
in lieu of her; and foitunc declared for THts«u$« 
Tluis were the attempts on this lady upon the whole 
as extraordinary as the charms of her perfon, A 
Greek poei lias prettily and humouroufly introduced 
her, as lamenting in age the decay of thofe clianns, 
rtiore tlian tJie fihgrilar enterprizes which before they 
had occafioned ; and indeed with fome colour of 
truth, according to the rejx)rt of hiftory. For how- 
foever fhe might refent the injuries of age, the confti« 
tutionof this fair lady feems not to have been much 
averfc to the gallantries of youth. But tlie linci are 
to this purpofe ; 

As in the mirrour Helen view'd her face. 
Where waftful years had cancell'd mafty a grace. 



86 THESEUS. 

*' Thrice ha^e I fufcrdrrape," fbe £aid with rage^^ 
*' By Theseus fir ft, then Paris, now by age ! 
" Thofe might te borne ; but tliis iflliftion fure 
•* No wonaan can liave patience to endiixe ; 
** For the two firft were tolerable harms, 
** But this vile age lias rifled all my charms ; 
^' Then was I ftill admii'd, now doom'd tO: fcorn, 
♦* And ravilh'd -^ ev'n from myfclf, I mourn." 

It was now Theseus' turn to aflift Pirithpiis ia 
Z fchcme of the like nature. Proferpina , the daughter 
of Aidonius, king of the Moloffi in Epiru?, ^was ii> r;e-t 
pute the n«£Xt ia beauty to Helen. The next att<tmpt; 
vas therefo/e to be made, upon her. But Hie was 
guarded by a fierce dag named Cerberus, and was not 
to be won. but by the death of thisterrible animal ; nor 
had they been fo psivate in their confultations, but 
that the king gain 4 fome intelligeiice of their defigci 
tp fteal her away. He therefore feiz'd upon the two 
adventurers i threw Piritlioiis tobetorne ui pieces by 
thedpg Cerberus. ; and put Theseus ia prifon ;, from 
.which he was afterwards releafed at the iiUexceffion of 
Herci^es. 

During his abfence, Mneftbevis, the fon of Pe- 
ters, Grandfoaof Ercetheus, had taken care to ingrar 
tia e himfelf fo far with the nobles and cpmrnons, that 
wl.c.i he retura^d, lie found them very cold towards 
hin> Sqou ^ftex this^ the war .whkli CaftQr and 

PqH«< 
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Polliix waged againfl hiin for the recovery of their 
fitter Helen, raifed a powerful faftion againft him. 
And as foon as the two brothers were got to the gates 
of the city, Mncftheus harangued tlie citizens, and 
told them, that as the quarrel was only with These- 
vs, their fafcft way was to Open the gates to the 
enemy. And Theseus, finding it impodible to re* 
fift the torrent, conveyed himfelf and family away 
privately, after he had pronounced a folemn curfe 
ftg^mft his faithTefs ftibjefts, which did not go un- 
heard. For the tmgrateful Athenians, who exprcf- 
fed inore joy for their new king, Than grief for their 
old one, wtre in procefs of time made fo fenfiblc 
of the efre<9s of his curfe, that, to appcafe his ghoft* 
they appointed folemn 'faciifices and divine honors 
to be paid to him. The place where he pronounc- 
ed his dire imprecations again41 them, was from 
thence-forth called A rat hereon, or the place of 
curfmg. 

His delign was now to have failed to Crete, and 
to have obtained either fuccours or a fanftuary 
there, from Deucalion the fon of Minos, who wa? , 
now his brother-in law. For after the death of the 
Amazonian queen, he had married Plia?dra, the 
fifter of Deucalion, by whom he had two fons. But 
hi his paifage he was unfortunately caftby a tempeft 
on the ifland of Scyro^. Here he was at firfl kindly 
received by king Lycomcdes, but was foon after 
1 2 VS^^^ 
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killed by a fall from an. high mountain, in the 
fortieth ye^r of his reign. Some fay, that he was 
decoyed thither by that king, wjio, either out of 
fear of him, or, \yhlch is moft probable, at the in- 
fligarion of his Athenian rival, threw liim headlong 
down that prQcipiqe. Others report, that the 
j^hcc being his ufual walk after fuppcr, his foot Uii- 
happily Hipped In the^dark. 

The Athenians fome time after dedicated, a 
temple to him.; and Cimon, the fampus fon of; Milt 
tlades, razed the whole Idand of Scyros, in revenge 
of his death, and carried his bones to Athens. 



C HAP. IX. 
Of L Y C U R G U S. 

So M E of our readers may perhaps wonder that 
we do not here give a particular account of the 
Theban Hercules, who lived in the time of Thefeu*;. 
Indeed none of tlie illuftrious names here fpoken of 
were w ithout theif failings ; for they were all meiv 
But the truth is, befides tha^ this hiftory is ge^- 
nerally known, the grcateft anions of this Hercules 
(many of. which have been falfly afcribed tp him) 
"were complicated with fiich a number of raj^s^ mur- 
ders, and adulteries, as deferyedly exclude him from 
» place in our collection of exemplary worthies ; 
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xit therefore proceed to the kiftory of the famoiii; 
Spartan la\r-giver. 

LvcuRcitTS was the foit of Polydeftes, the fixth 
Mt\g of Laccdamon, of the line of Eurytion, but by 
a fecond wife : however, his elder brother dying 
without childien, the right of fucccirion remained 
in him. He accordingly took the adminiftration 
irpon him, waiting howerer to fee whether his fifter- 
in-law «tas with child. Tliis princefs finding herfclf 
pregnant, acqnainted him with it privately, and 
with a promife, that if he would marfy her, flic 
would take fome eflfe^ual method to dcrtny the em- 
bryo- Lycurgus, tiio* fliocked at tlit; pr6pof:il, 
gave her fomo diftant hopes of complying, bi:t 
withal wied all proper means to prevent her mifcjr- 
rying, 'till the time of her delivery wa? come. He 
then fent for fome perfon^ of nt)te to be pfefent 
at her labdtir. Slie was foon after brought to Ivcil 
of a fon, the news of which being fent to him while 
he was at ftipper with fome noble Spartans, h0 came 
immediately, and taking the child in his arms, fard 
to thofe who were-prcfent, " This is your king," 
laid him on a chair 6f ftate, and gave him the name 
of Cliarilaus. This- gtnerous action did not howe- 
ver fatisfy all the Spartans. The incens'd qiieeit, by 
the help of her brother LeoiTidas, perfuaded many 
of them that be was only a^ing a game, in order 
• to fcrzc and fcatrc the- crown to hinrfeU by tM 
* ' 1.3 ^•^'Ca 
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death of the. young prince. To prevent therefore 
ail infinualion fo vile, andfo far from his intentions, 
from gaining credit, LvcuRGUswithdrew himfelf 
into a voluntary exile, from which he returned 
;iot 'till Charilaus was married and had a fon to fuq- 
ceed him. 

The injuries, whiclv he. had received, and tlie. 
b^fe conftrudlions which had been put upon his bed 
adlions, did not hinder Lycur.gus from applying 
hi;iifelf with the .fame diligence abroad to the ftudy 
of that fcience which might. rentier him ufeful to hjs 
cpuntry, that, he was wont to,,pra6lice when, at 
home. To thi3 end he devoted all Jiis travels ; and 
lijce a true patriot, w^is carefiil that, neither tin\e 
nor plac^ ihpiild altjer his attachment to his fellovv- 
citizen?. Full, of thefe noble conceptions, he firft 
vifiled Crete^ an iilarjd famous in ancient times, for- 
the law5 by which. U was gpverned, and for that art- ^ 
ful polity which, had been eflabli/Iied there in thp 
carlieft age.'^. It .was at this, time governed by fq- 
veral . princes,, or at leaft, cantoned into various 
iijdepe^dent flates, thrqugh all ,whiqh Lycurgus 
travelled, procuring. to liiinfelf the acquaintance of 
perfons of the firft rank, and, by their means, a pei;- 
feft knipw ledge of their laws. Amongft all the 
.friendfliips which he contrafted in, Crete, that which 
ftood him in moft ftead was his intimacy with Thalc^ 
the lyric poet, whom he perfuaded to be the cor^- 
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yvinjon of Iws voyage >, and afterwards to return with 
him to Spacta. T\m poet was not a writer of amor- 
c^us or drunkpn . fongs, but one w ho midc ufc of 
the fwecmefs of poe.tic nunii'>cr.s t© recommend tcin- 
jerancc, modeily, obedience aad civ il hamir>ny ; a iid 
v»:hcfe fongs paved the way to theadminiou of Lv- 
cuRGUs' laws, by removing that ferocity, and iq.- 
tiadablc difpofition, to which the Lucedjcmonian^ 
had 'till then been addidcd. . 

From Crete he paflcd over to the continent of 
Afia, that he might philofophize on the Ionian mode 
of life, which differed greitly from the Cretan. 
Here he foimd the woiks of Homer, which he tran- 
feribed with eagerncfs, and brought over with him 
into Greece ; whereas yet they had only fome fcat- 
tered rhapfodies of that famous authors poems, 
-which, however loofe and unconnected, were yet 
highly efteemcdr 

From Ionia Lycur^us weivt into Egjpt ; a 
place never . forgot by fuch as trav,elled in queft of 
wifdom. There he met with that melho4 of dif- 
tlnguifliing mjlit^ry m^n from mechanics, which he 
afterwards introduced at Sparta. 

As to his voyages to Spain, Africa, and th^ In- 
dies, the credit of them refts upon a fingle author. 
At this diltance of time therefore we can affirm no- 
thing about them ; but fhall pafs to the affairs of 
Sparta, during his abience.^ 
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Thf. inhal it.ints of Lacedfemon, n-^turally bold 
and turbiiknt, were continiully quarrelling amongft 
thcmfclvqs, or trcfpaflrng on tlie prerogalive of 
their princes. The kings on the other hand, fomc- 
tlmes joining with- the prevailing fadlioh, pradifed 
a kind of tyranny ; while at other times they had 
much ado to fiipport a legal authority. And thefe 
confufions were greater or lefs, according as the 
princes happened to be men of jMirts or otherwife. 
At this time neither of tl^e kings (for there were u- 
fually two at a time in this ftate) had any fliining ge- 
nius. Archdai'is had the moil wit; but Charilaiis 
was the better man, more affable, and beloved. The 
neople however regarded neither of them, fo muck- 
as they did Lycu&gus. Wherefore, taking it 'into 
their heads that many things went wrong, and that 
the frame of government was out of order fince this- 
great man s departure ; they fent ambafladors to 
follicit his return. They told him, that tho* they 
had indeed kings, whom their birth, their title, and 
their robes fliewed to be fuch ; yet, as to rojml Iqua- 
lities, and that difpofition of mind which deftrvcs 
to rule, tl>ey had obferved nothing in them of that 
kind, fmce his de^Tarture. 

Tho* this language feemed to bear a little hard 
\ipoh the princes, yet they were not averfe to his 
return ; hoping that his prefence would fervc as a 
buhvariij and defend them from the growing info- 
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Icnce of the people. To gratify therefore the unani- 
mous voice of hisfeUow-citizens, Lycurgus fliapcd 
his courfe homeward, in order to put in praclicc 
tMt wifdom at home, which with fo much induftry 
and paiitt. het had acquired abroad. 

On his arrh'^al at Sparta, he found al! things in 
a very bad way.. The people were mutinous, the 
kings timorous, and no middle rank of people who 
durft intcrpofc between them. He adled in this cafe 
like a wife phyfician ; for knowing that palliatives 
would do little or no good, he determined to alter 
the whole political conftitution, in prder to intro- 
duce and eftablifli fanity, by thorougly purging out 
^1 peccant humours. A glorious undertaking ! but 
attended with mighty diificultics, and equal dan- 
gers ! To furmount thofc, and avoid thefe, he en-t 
deavoured in the firft place to gain the confidence 
of the moft eminent men in Sparti, by communi- 
cating to them his fclieme, ihewing them the reafons 
Upon which it was founded, and fo winning their 
approbation ai>d alTtflaace. .He next fought to fe- 
cure the obedience of the people> by pretending to 
the fanflion of divinity, and afcribing all his re- 
gulations to tJie counfdp of the Delphian Apollo, 
Yoi having made a journey to Delphos, and thepe 
ofFercd faciitice, he returned wjth an oracle, which 
ftiled him, Beloved cj Gody and rather God than man ; 
declared tJie l^ws xvhjdi hshadframsd perfedly go6d,; 
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and prcmrfid to maks iki commmiveahh fychtrvin they vxri 
obfcrvcd, the nkfifamoui in the worlds 

Tkis divine man ifefto having wonderfully awed 
the people, the next thing he had to ^o, waslo p«b- 
lifli thefc laws, which that he might perform with Fe- 
carity, he appointed thirty of his friend? to appear 
by break of day« anmrd in the market*]daoe. Bift 
of tkefe o»ly twenty-^ighl appeared* 

m 

At the news of thde preparationj, Cl^arilauj, 
who, tlK>* honed, W4is very timorous, 4ed to the 
temple of Minerva, the protedtrefs ; for he feared 
that a confpiracy liad been formed againft his per* ■ 
ion. But when LrccR^ius fent to inform him of 
bis real dcfign, the king not only quitted the fan^u- 
ary, but repaired to the market-place, and enter* 
ed into the confederacy. The firft flep Xskm was, 
the cftabiiihing a fenate conlifting of twenty-eig?^t 
perfons, or thirty indudiiTg the two kings. This 
alone was of very great confequence, fmce it fixed 
the form of government, which had hitherto fluc- 
tuated between tynnny and democracy. The fenate 
now ^x)ifed tlie authority bolh of the kings and the 
people, taking part with the former, if the latter 
were feditious ; and with the latter, if the foi m- 
cr were too enterprizing. That the j")eople might 
not apprehend their condition to be worfe than it 
wai before, Lyc uncus allowed them to meet in 

a ^e- 
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general aflbmbly, which was to be held in the open 
air, and wherein they were not jKimirted to deliler- 
ate,but had barely a power cf afietiting to, or diifcnt- 
t&g {toai, what the kltxgs and the fenate propofed. 

"When Lycurgus, by conltifutiiig a fenate, 
had fecurcd to himfelf an acceflion of power, he 
proceeded entirdy to new-model the common- 
wealth, and to adjuft all things to the fcheme that 
he had formed, without any refpe(fl whatfoever to 
their former flatc and condition. This was a mighty 
projeifl. And if wc confider it well, and take at the 
feme time a ftrid view of thofe laws which he intro- 
4iiced, we fhall have a juft idea of his fiipcrior ge- 
nius, of the form of the Spartan government, and of 
the means whereby a ftate, which was not confidcrable 
either for the nuinber or wealth of its people, main- 
. tained itfclf fo long in the fovereignty of Greece. 
We tlie rather took upon us to enter into a ftricl de- 
tail of the laws of Lycurgus, becaufe hitherto only 
general and imperfe<fl accounts of the Spartan repub- 
lic liave been inferted in our hiftories of Greece, ancj 
even in books relating more ftridiy to politick^. 
Whereas we Ihall make it evident, that thefe fu* 
peificial draughts of a.conftitution are by no means 
Juliicieat to give us a juft idea of its force and eifcft-. 

The laws of Lycurgus may be properly divid- 
.cd iato twelve tables, according to the fubje(fts of 
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which they tTeated, By a proper attention to 
the contents of ihefe tables, we Ihall come at that 
perfedl notion of Lycurgus* fcheme, whk:k is ab- 
folutely necelfary to a thorough iinderftandingof tlie 
Lacedemonian hiftory, 

' T A B L E I. 

In the fiift place we fhall. comprehend fuch of 
the Spartan laws, as concerned religion. The fta- 
tues of all tlie gods and goddelTes-, worfliipped by 
this people, were armed, even to Venus herfelf. Tlic 
reafon of which was, that the people might conceive 
a military life as the moil noble and honorable, and 
not attribute, as other nations did, floth and luxury 
to the gods. As to facrifices ; they confilied of things 
of very fmall value ; for which Lycurgws himfelf 
gave this reafon, that want might never difaWe 
them from worlhipping the gods. They were for- 
bidden to make long or rafh prayers to the heavenly 
f owcrs, and were enjoined to a(k no more, than 
that the^ might live hone illy and difcharge their 
duty^ Graves were permitted to be made witliin 
the bounds of the city, contrary to the cuftonis of 
moft of the Greek nations* Nay, they buried clofe 
by their temples ; that all degrees of people might be 
made familiar with death, and not conceive it fuch 
a dreadful thing as it was generally thought elfe- 
whcre. On the fame account touching dead bodies, 
or allifliAg at funerals, made none unclean ; and 

thefc 
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lliefc were lidd to be as innocent and honoral Ic du- 
ties, as any other. As to the mode of burying ; it 
was alfo rendered fimple and uncxpenlivc by lair. 
There was nothing thrown into the giavc with llic 
dead body. Magnificent fepulchres were forliddcii. 
Neither was there fo much as an infcription, how- 
ever plain or modeft, permitted. Tears, figlis and 
outcries were not allowed in public ; becaufj they 
were judged diflionorablc in Spartans, whom their 
lawgiver would have to endure all things with equan- 
imity. Mournings were ftintci to eleven days. On 
the twelfth the mourner facrificed lo Cerei, and threw 
afide tlie melancholy weeds. In favour of fuch a> 
were flain in war however, and of women who had 
devoted thcm.felves to a religious life, tlierc was an 
exception allowed as to the rules bsfore-menlioncd ; 
for fuch had a fhort and decent infcription on their 
tombs. \\ hen a number of Spartans fell in battle, at 
a diltance from their own country, many of them 
were buried together under one common tomb. But 
if they fell on the frontiers of their own (late, then 
their bodies were carefully carried back to Sj^arta, 
and interred in their family-fepulchrcs. 

TABLE II. 

UndeE the fecond table let us place the flatutes 

relating to the lands, and to the city. Lyc vkgvs di- 

vit.ed all the country of Laconia into thirty thoufand 

equal fhares. The city of Sparta he divided into nhia 

Vox. L K ^:fik!.i^A4\A» 
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tlibiifand, as fume fay ; orhers fay into fix thoufand 
only ; and others, ijito four thoufand five hundred. 
The intent of thelegiflator was, that property fhould 
be equally divided amongft his citizens : fo tliat 
none might be powerful enough to oppreis his fel- 
lows, or any be in fuch neceflity, as fliould lay them 
.imder the danger of corruption. With the fame 
view he forbad the fale or purchafe of thofe poffef- 
iions. If a firangcr acquired a right to any of thcffc 
ihares, he might quietly enjoy it^ provided that he 
^fubmltted to tlve laws of the republic^ The city of 
.Sparta was -to be kept unwalled, Lycurgus truiiing 
it rather to the viitue of the citizens, than to the art 
.of mafons. As to the houfes, they were very plain ; 
. for their cielings could only be wrought by the axe, 
and their gates and doors only by the faw. All their 
iitenfils were to be of a like fiamp, that luxury might 
ihavp no inftr.ument among them. 

TABLE III. 
This tab^e fhall confilt of the laws regarding citi- 
zens. In the firft place they were to be neither more 
nor lefs, than the numbpr of the city-lots : and, if at 
any time tliere happened to be more, they were led 
out in colonies. As to children ; the hws were e- 
qually harlh and unreafonable : for a fatlijpr was^ di- 
re6led to carry his new-born infant to a certain place, 
nvhere the graveft men of his tribe examined it. If 
ihey perceived its limbs ftrait, and thought it had an 

wliotefome 
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wholcfome look, they returned it to its parents t9 Ui 
educated : ctherwifc, it was thrown into a deep ca- 
vern at the foot of the mountain Taygeius. Thiii law 
however, feems to have had one very good eflcct ; 
vfz. It made the women very careful, when they wcic 
with child, of cither eating, drinking, or exercifmg 
to excefs. It made them alfo excellent nurfes. And 
for this they were in mighty requeft throughout 
Greece^ Strangers weie not allowed to refidc'lrnT 
in the city, that they might not cornipt the Spartajis 
by introducing new-fangled cuitoms- Citizens were 
airo foibidden to travel for the fame rcafon, unlefs • 
the good of the flate required if. Such as were not 
bred up in their yonth according to the law, were not 
allowed the liberty of the city ; becaufe they held it 
nnreafonable, that one, who had not fubmitted to the 
laws in his yoimger days, fliould reap the benefit of 
them in manhood. They never preferred a flranger 
to a public office; but if at any time they had occ a/ion 
for a perfon not born a Spartan, they fiilt made him t 
citizen, and then preferred him. 

TABLE IV. 
This fhall contain the laws relating to marriage; 
Celibacy in men was infamous, and punifhed in a moll 
extraordinary manner. For, in the firft placr, the 
old batchellor Was coni^raincd to walk naked, in the 
depth of winter, through the market-place: fecondly 
While he was dohig this, he was obliged to'iin^ a fon^ 
K z \^ 
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ux difparagement of Iiinifelf: and thirdly, lie liad 
none of tli^ honors paid him, which otherwife belong- 
ed to old age. For it w,2ls held unreafonable that the 
youth fhould veneratq him, who was refolv'd to leive 
no progeny behind him to reverence them when they 
grew old in turn. The time of marriage was alfo fix-. 
cd. If a man did not many when he was of full age, 
he was liable to an aftion ; as were fuch alfo, who 
married above or below themfelves. Thofe who had 
three children had great immunities. They who had 
four, were exempt from all taxes wliatfoevjer. Vir- 
jjins were married without portions ; becaufe neitlier 
v^:ant fhould hinder a man from marrying, nor riches 
loduce him to marry contrary to his inclinations. 
\yhea a marriage was agreed upon, the hufband 
committed a kind of rape upon his bride, who was 
not a tender raw girl, but one in the flower of her 
age, and fit to bring healthy children. Hufbands 
went for a long time, fecretly and by ilealth to the 
beds of their wives, that their love might not be 
quickly and eafily extinguifiied. Hufbands were al- 
lowed to lend their wives ; but the kings were for- 
bidden to take that liberty. Some other laws of the 
like nature there weie, which it is not neceflary for 
us, to dwell on ; becaufe, as they were evidently 
againft modefty, fo they were far. from producing the 
ends which Lycurgus intended from them. Since, 
tho' the men. of Sparta were generally remarkable for 
their virtue, tiie Spartan women were generally noto- 
r/qi/s for their boldnefs and coule;mY>\. oi de.cetvcY% 
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TABLE V. 
Here we fhall give the laws relating to their food ' 
er nourifhment. It was the care of Lycurgus, that 
from their infancy, the Lacedxmonians fhoiild be 
inured to conquer their appetites. For thfs rcafon, 
he diref^ed that nurfes fhould accuft^m their children 
'to fpare meals, and now and then to farting; that 
they fhoiild carry them, when twelve or thirteen 
years old, to thofe who fhould examine their ediica- 
tion, and who flionli carefully obferve whether they' 
were able to be in the dark alone ; and whether ihey 
liad got over all the other follies and weaknelles inci- 
dent to children.. He directed, tliAt children of all 
ranks fhould be brought up in the fame way ; and 
that none fhould be more favoured in food than ino- 
thcr ; that they might not, even in their infancy, 
perceive any difference between poverty and riches,/ 
but confider each other asequds, and even ab bre- 
thren, to whom the fame portions were aOigned, and' 
who through the couirfe of their lives were to fare 
alike. . Only youths were allowed to eat f.efh. OKI- 
rr men ate black broth and pulfe. The lads Hept to- 
gether in chambers, and after a manner fomewlut: 
rcfembHng the pradlice made ufe of in Turkey for 
the Janizaries.- ThcLr beds in the fummer were very 
hard, being compofed of reeds plucked by the hand 
fiJOmthe banks of the Eurotas. In winter, their led:i 
were'fomcwhat fofter, but by no means downy, or fit 
iJB.M\i%}e immoderate fleep in, T\\ey ^vt 9\\c>\e\\vi^ 
K3 , vev 
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ip public, and in. cafe any abllainecl from coming to 
^le tables, they were fined. Xenophoa feems to have 
penetrated farther into the reafoa of this inftitution. 
than any other author, as indeed he had better op-i 
portunities of doing it. For, wher^s the reft affirm, 
tjiat the only defign of this was to reprefs luxury, hc^ 
very wifely remairs, that it vy^s alfo intended to ferve, 
as a kind of fchool or. academy, wjiere the young,. 
\yere inftrudcd by the old ; /the fprmer relating the. 
great things which had been performed ia their. memo- 
ry, and exciting the growing generation to emulate, 
the bravery of their an^ceftors. It was likewjfe ftridtly* 
forbidden them to eat or drink, at home, before they, 

came to the common . meals. Even there each ha4 

> ... - ... 

lijs proper portion, that every ..thlr:^ might be donei 
with gravity and decency. The bl^ck broth was the» 
great rarity of the Spartans,, whigjx was compofed o^ 
fait, yhiegar^ blood, ^c, Sq that in our times ib 
would be deeme4 a very unfi^voury foup. If they, 
were mqderatq in. f heir eating, they w^re fo in their 
drinking alfc, Thirft wgs the fole meafure thereof,: 
and never ^ny Lacedaepionian entertain d a thought, 
of drinking for pleaf^ire.. As for drunkennefs, it was. 
both infam9us and feverely punifhed. And that the 
young men might perceiye jiow re:^fona.bly this pim-J 
ifhment was inflid^ed, flaves were compelled to drink, 
toexcefs, that the beafilinefs of , the. vice might ap- 
petir. When they retired from tie public meals, 
tl.cy were not allowed any torches or lights,/ tccaufq 
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it-was expcdled that men, who w-re perfeftly fober. 
ftould bp able to fiad their way in the dark. Befides 
that, it gave them a ficllity of marching without 
l^ht ; a thin^ wonderfully ufcful to them in' time of 

TVA B L E VT.. 
The lans relating to their drefs or habit, fall 
under the fixth table. As the poor ate as well as the 
Hch ; fo tlie rich could wear nothing better than the 
poor. They neither clianged their falhion, nor the 
materials of their garments. They were made for 
warmth and ftrength, not for gallantry and fhew. 
And to this cuftom even Iheic kings conformed, who 
wjote nollving fjjlendidin right of their dignity ; but 
were contented tlut their virtue- fhould diftinguilh 
tiiera, ratlier than, royal robes. The young lads wore 
a tunic, 'till they were twdve years old ; afterwards 
*they had a cloak given them, which was to fervc 
tJiein a year. And their clothing was in general fo 
tliin, that a Lacedxmonian veft became proverbial. 
Boys were always ufed to go without Ihoes; but when 
tliey grew up, they were indulged the wfe of them, if 
their manner of life required it. But they were always 
iniu'ed to run without them, asalfo to climb up, and 
flip dowa fteep places with bare feet. Nay, the ve- 
lylhoe, which they ufcd, was of a paiticiilar form, 
plain and llrong, and from the place of its inventi- 
#1^,^ called Lf cpnic. . Boys w^iQ, not permitted to 
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wear their hTir; but when they grew tip, they di£ 
not cut it. B iths and unftions were not much in uiie 
among tlic Licc^ixmonians ; the river Eurotas fup- 
plying the forincr, and excrcife tlie latter. In the 
field however, their fumptuary laws did not take • 
place fo flridlly as in the city. For when they went 
to war, they wore purple habit^. They put on : 
crowns; when they were about to engage the enemy. , 
They had alfo rings, but they were of iron; which 
metal was mott efteenied by this nation, . Young wo- 
men wore their vefls or jerkins only to their knees, .. 
or as fome, think, not quitaXo low^; a cuftom, which 
bpth Greek and , Roman autiiors cenfure as indecent. 
Gold, precious ftones,.* and other coftly ornaments, 
were permitted only to common women : which pcj- 
miflion was the ftrongeft prohibition to women of vir- 
tue, or who affedled to be thought virtuous. Virgins 
went abroad without veils ; with which married wo- 
men,, on the contrary, were always covered. In certain : 
public, exercifcs, in which girls were admitted, as 
well as boys, they were both obliged tO: perform nak- 
ed. Plutarch apologizes for this cuftom, urging that 
there could be nq danger from nakcdnefsto t!ie mor- ^ 
als of youth, whofe minds were fortified by, and ha- 
bituated to Virtue. Some learned men have endea- 
voured to account for the .motives of Lvcurgus in . 
this part of his inftitution, fuppofing that he had a . 
view to cultivate thereby the natural prcpenfity of llier 
£p4f€^, tQ eai^.otlici: > uk.oxdex: to prcveal; the SparUti ; 
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youth from taking that unnntural bias, fo difhonoro 
able to human nature, and fo dellruflive to fociety ; 
and which, as the facred hiilorians acquaint us, 
was frequent in the earliclt ages, even foon after tlie 
flood. But another and* a belter reafon may be given 
£01 it. 

When we confider that there is fuch a pervcrfe- 
nefs in human nature, that frohibiiion, liowever 
reafonable ai^d beneficial to individuals, as well as to 
fociety in particular cafes, does but too often ferve 
to excite thofe appetites which prudence ihould 
check ; and that thofe nations are the moft inordin- 
ate in their paflions, where the free and innocent 
Gonverfation of each with the other is denied, and 
where the one is immured and rellrained by the tyranny 
of the other, in Spam ani Italy, for indance, as well 
as in the caftern nations ; we fay, that when this is 
couiidered, we may prefume that Ly cur ens, by 
thus publickly familiarizing tlie fcxes to each other 
in their athletic exercifes, judg'd it to be the beft and 
n^ft likely method to take away the curiofity and 
weaken the temptation. To this purpofc it is ob- 
ferved by bifliop Burnet in his travels, thai in France, 
where a much greater freedom reigns than m Italy or 
Spain ; women indeed are often induced by tlie 
delicacy of intrigue, as. he calk it, to go greater 
lengths tlian at iirft they intended ; but that in Italy 
thqlr very fiift. deviation is into downright lewdnefs. 

1L^^ 
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The author of the Travels of Cyrus, a piece full' 
of admirable inftrudlions, and which is generally 
founded on the trulh of hiflory, fets this matter ki 
the fame light. He introduces Cyrus as-defigning 
to be prefent at the afTemblies of the young Lacedse- 
mcnians, " Which were held, fays he, within a 
lirge inclofure, furrounded with divers f^ats of turf,. 
raifed one above anotlitr, in form of an Amphi*- 
theatre. There he beheld young girls almoft naked, • 
contending" with boys in running, wreilling, dancing, 
\and all forts of laborious exercifc* The boys were 
not permitted to marry any^ but iuch as they had: 
Tanquilhed at thefe gam^s» 



" Cyrus was iho^ked to fee the liberty whicfih 
reigned in thofe public aiTemblies, between peribns 
ctf different fe2es ; and could not forbear reprefent-^- 
ifig it to Chilo. There feems, faid he, to be a great 
inconfiftency in the laws of Lycurgits. His aim 
was only to have a republic of warriors, inuied to 
all forts of labors. Yet, neveithelefs, he has not' 
been afraid to expofe them to feai/ualityi which may; 
weaken their courage., 

*' The defign of Lygurgus in eft abli filing thefe 
feiHvals, replied Chilo, was to*preferve and perpe- 
tuate military virtue in his republic. That great 
law-giver was well-acquainted with human nature. 
He knew what iniliietice the incUnationi* and difpo- 
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jtions of mothers *have upon their children. His 
deiiga was to make the Spartan women heroines, 
that they might bring the republic none but heroe>. 

'' Besides, continued Chilo, grcfs fenfuality, 
and delicate love, are equiUy unknown at I^cedae* 
men. It is only in thefe public tellivals, that the 
"familiarity which fo much offends you, isallcmed. 
LvcuROUS judged it ppllible to deaden the fire of 
voluptuous dcfires, by ace u Homing the eje fore- 
times to thofe objeds whioli excite them. At all o- 
tlier times the women are very rcfervcd. Nay, it 
15 not permitted, according to our laws, for new- 
married people to fee one another often in piivate. 
And thus our youth are formed to temperance and 
moderation even in the moft lawful pleafures." 

To this we may add, that it will be found, on 
enquiry among travellers, that thofe nations are far 
from being the moil libidinous, whtreit iithccuf- 
lom.for the pcrfcns of the fexcs to be mo.l expofed. 
The naked ftatuc of the Venus of Mcdicis is not pep- 
haps fo enflaming, as an half-rol)ed Atalanta would 
be. Cuftom a -id falliion fan^lify every thing. 
And this we may be allowed to obferve, that therC' 
are failiions amongfl our modem ladies, which are* 
more cenfurable than the fliort jerkins of rhe Spar-* 
tan virgins ; as tliey are much more Iroublefome to 
tlie wearer ; much niore unnatural to the humaiir 
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jftiipe ; md occafioiially as much cxpofe thofe limbs, 
which fafhion has made it a degree of indecency to 
cxpofe. But to return from our digreffion. 

One of Lycurgus' principal views in his ihili- 
tutions, was to eradicate the very feeds of civil dif- 
fention^ in his republic. Hence proceeded the equal 
diviiion of eftates enjoined by him ; hence the con- 
tempt of wealth, and the negledl of other diftinftions, 
as particularly of birth. For he confidered the peo- 
ple of his whole late s one great family. And he 
obferved that thofe diftinftions in oVhcr dales pro- 
duced tumults and confuiions, which fhook their 
very foundations. 

TABLE Vn. 
The rules regarding difciplinc and manners fall 
under the feventh table. Tho* the Spartans were 
always free, yet it was with this reftridlion, that 
they were fubfervient to their own laws, which bound 
them as (Iridly in the city, as foldicrs in other 
flates were bound by the rules of war in the camp. 
In the firft place, ftrift obedience to their fupcriors 
lyas the great thing reqxiired in Sparta. This they 
looked upon as the very bails of government ; with' 
out which neither laws or magidiates availed much; 
Old age was an indubiable title to honor and re- 
verence there. To the old men the youth rofe up> 
H'hcaevcr they came into any public place. Tliey 
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gav^ way to them, when they met ihcm in the 
Greets ; and were iilent whenever their elders fpoke. 
As all children were looked upon as the children 
of the l!at^, fp all the old men had the authority of 
parents. They reprdiendcd whatever they faw 
amifs, not only in their own, but in otlicr people's 
children. And by this method Lycurgus pro- 
vided, that as youth are very apt to offend, they 
snight be no wheie without a monitor. The laws 
went ftiU farther. If an old man was prefent, where 
a young one committed a fault, and did not re- 
prove him, he was puniflied equally with the delin- 
quent. Amongft the youths there was one of their 
o\vn body, oratmoft but two years older than the 
reft, who was ftiled Ircn, He had authority to 
qiicftion all their actions, to look ftridlly to their 
behaviour, affd'to pimifh them, if they did amifs. 
Neither were thcix punifhmcnts light, but on the con- 
trary very fevcrc ; whereby the youth were made 
Kardy, and aociiftomedto bear ifrlpes and rouglT 
vfage. Siiefioc was a thing highly commended at 
Sparta, where modefty wa^ held to be a moft becom- 
ing Virtue m young people. Nor was it confine<f 
tntfy to tlieir words and a6Hons, but to tlveir very 
looks and gethires. For Lycurgus particularly 
<iire6t«d that they Ihould look forward, or on the 
ground, and that they fhould always keep their 
J^ands within their robes. A Ihipid, inconfidcrate 
perfon, one who would not liften to inllruftion, 
VCLr L L VxfiL 
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but was carclefs of whatever the world might fay of 
Jiini, the Lacedaemonians treated as a fcandal to 
liuinan nature. With fuch a one they would not 
.fcon verfe ; hut threw him off as a rotten branch, and 
a wortlUefs member of Society. 

TABLE VIIL 
The ftudies and learning of this people fall na- 
turally into the eigth table. The plainnefs of tlieir 
manners, and their being fo' very much addi<^ed ro 
war, made the Lacedaemonians lefs fond of the fci- 
ences than the reft of the Greeks. They meafured the 
.fyorthof all things by their ufcfulnefs; and therefore, 
if they wrote to h^ read, and fpoke to be underftood, 
it was all they fought. For this the Atlienians, who 
were exceffively vain of their learning, held the 
Spartans in great contempt ; infomuch that Thucy- 
dides himfelf, in drawing the character of Brafidas, 
fays, that he fpoke w^U enough for a Lacedaemon- 
ian. Thefe, on the otlier hand, valued themfelve«. 
no lefs on account of their roughnefs, and their 
ileady ^dhpren^e to the maxims cf their anceftors ; 
^s, amongft other iiiftances, appears from this an- 
fwer of a Spartan to one of the learned Athenians, 
who upbraided him H'^th the ignorance of his coun- 
try : All you fay may be true, yet it amountt to no more, titan 
that we only amongft the Greeks have learned no civil cti/lcms 
fromyotu Arts were in fto greater credit with them 
^Jigp fcieiacest That 9f ,a.foldier was the only re- 
■s< putafclc 
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piitable profeffion in Sparta. A mechanic or luif- 
baiidinan was thought a low fellow. The reafoR of 
this was, that they imagined profeffions, w hich re- 
quired much labour or fome conflant pofture or con- 
finement at home, or the warmth of a continual fire, 
to weaken the body, and deprefs Ihe mind. Wlierc- 
as, a man, brought up hardily, was equally fit to* 
attend the fervice of the republic in time of peace,, 
and to fight its battles when engaged in war, Ly- 
tURGUs, as the chevalier de Ramfay obferves well, 
had remarked that fubtilc fpeculations, and all the ' 
refinements of fcience, fefved often to fpoil tlie un* 
derflanding, and corrupt the heart : for which rea-' 
fon he made little account of them. Nothing how- 
ever was negleded to awaken in children the tafte 
of pure reafon, and to give them a ftrcngth of judg- 
ment. But all kinds of fludies, which were not fer- 
viceable to good manners, were looked upon a» 
ufelefs or dangerous occupations. The Spartans 
were of opinion, that in the prefent (late of humaa ^ 
nature, man is formed rather for aftion than know- 
ledge, and better qualified for fociety than contem- 
plation. Therefore fuch occupations as were ne- 
ceflTary to be followed for the benefit of the whole, 
as hufbandry, agriculture, and the like, were left to' 
their (laves, rtie Helotes ; fo they were called* But 
for curious arts and fuch as miniftred only to luxury, 
they would nnt fo much as fufferthem to be intro- 
. duced into their city : in confequence of which; 

L 2 iV^^X'CiWA^XS&v 
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^fjlctoriciajis, augurs, banjcers, and dealers in moacy* 
were alfo fhut- out.^ Nor did the Spartans admit any 
theatrical entertainments among them. They would 
not bear the reprefentation of evil, even to produce 
good. But other kinds of poetry were allowed^ 
provided the magiltrates had the perufal of the 
pieces, before they were handed to the publrc. 

Above all things, they affeifled brevity of fpeech> 
and accuftomed their children from their very in-^ 
fancy, never to exprefe themfelves in more yror ds 
tii^n wer^ ftridUy neceifery. Whence a concife and 
fept^ntiou§ oratory is tP this day ftiled Laconic. 
Ji\ writipg thdy ufed the fam^ conciienefs j of which 
we have a ilgnal inflance in a letter of Archidamus 
tpth^Eleans, when he underftood.that they bad. 
ibme thoughts of ailiiring the Arcadians. It ran 
thus, Archidamus to th( Eleans, It if good to bt quiet. 
And therefore Epjaminondas 'thought, that lie had; 
r^sfon to glory iii having forced the Spartans to. 
abandon their monofyUables, a^d lengthen their 
difgo\irfe§, 

We need Qot wonder that Lyctjrcus, whoin« 
• '^nded that his citis^ns Ihould be governed by laws 
and cuftoins. fo peculiar, fhould flri^ljy prohibit, as 
lie did, thofe of their neighbours pr other ftates, 
to be fo much a^ made the fubjeft of difcourfe in 
Yis. But thofe, who h^v(? inferred from thence that 

the 
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the Lacedxmonians were equally folicitoiis to pre- 
vent flrangcrs from gaining acquaintance with iheif 
laws and cuftoms, are (bmewhat miiiaken. For in^ 
this point they were not fo ilrifh 

The grcateft part of their education confJfted in ' 
giving their youth right ideas of men and things;- 
The Iren or mafter propofed queftions ; and either 
ccsmmended tlie anfwers that were made to him, or 
reproved fuch as ai>fwered weaMy. In thefc que^ 
4ions, aH matters of either a trival or abftrufe. na- ■ 
ture were equally avoided : and they were con^ned 
to fuch points as were cf the higheft importance in 
civil life ; fuch as^ /* Who was the beft man in the 
^ty> Wherein lay the merit of fuch an adion? 
Ami^ whether this or that her ot's fame w/w welF- 
founded? Harmlefs raillery was grea:tly encourag- 
ed. And this, joined to their ihort m^micr ef f p^alb- 
ing, rendered Laconic replies uiiivepfelly admired, 

Mrsic was encouraged. But in this, as tn ei- 
ther iKings, they adhered to that which hid beeu 
imoft in requeft with their anceftois. And they were 
fo ftri^ herein, that they would not pernift tlieir 
flaves to learn either the tune or the words of Mieir 
mo^adnH red odes;, or, which is all one?, they wouM 
not permit them to be fung, if they had. -kariTed , 
them; Tho' the youth of the male fex were much 
cheriihejj^ and beloved, as thofe who weie to build up 
L3, -^^^^ 
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^nd perpetuate the future glory of the ftate ; y<t 
in Sparta it was a virtuous and modcft affe^lion, un- 
hinged with that ienfuality which was fo fcandalous 
at Athens. The good efTedh of this part of Ly- 
^URGUs' inftitutions were feen 'in the imion that 
ipeigned among his citizens : and which was fo ex- 
traordinary, that even in cafes of competition, it 
was hardly known that rivals bore ill will to each 
other. But, on the contrary, their love to the 
faine perfon begat a fecondary friendfhip among 
themfelvcs, and united them in all things, which 
{^ould be for the bcn^^ of the j^er/on beloved. 

Some authors have been very free in accufing^ 
this great lawgiver of encouraging theft in his in^ 
ilitutions ; which, fay they, was not deemed fcaa- 
^alous among tlie Spartans,, if it- was butfo dextroufly 
ijnanaged, as that the perfon was not detefted in il. 
if this were true, no apology could be made for 
tliis encouragement, which would not equally dif- 
grace the apologiQ^and thelegiflaton But this is cer- 
tain, and feen^s to be- a. ftroi^g contr^di<flion of tlw 
heinous charge, that wlien a theft was difcovered, . 
it was.punifhqd with the utmoft feverity, A perfon, 
cvcii fufpedled of it, would endure tlie heavieft pui>- 
ilhments rather than acknowledge it, and be brajideil; 
^ith fo ^afc a crimcj^ 
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In reality, fays Ramfay, great care was taken 
#f the education of children at Sparta. They were 
chiefly taught to obey, to undergo hbor, to conquer 
Ml combats, and to face pain and death with courages 
They went with their heads bare, and their feet nak- 
ed, lay upon nUhes, and ate very little ; and thii 
little they were obliged to procure by dexterity bt 
the public banquet in g-rooms. Not that the Spartans 
authorized thefts and robberies : for, as all was con>- ' 
mon in their republic, thofe vices could have no 
place there* But the defign was to accuftom childr 
len, who were deftined for war, to furprize the vi- 
gilance of thoie who watched over them, and to ex* 
po(e themfelves courageoufly to the fcvereft punifh- 
ments, in cafe they failed in that 4exterity which 
was exa^ed of them.. A dexterity indeed, which 
would have been attended with very pernicious ef- 
fects to the morals of any youth but the Spartan, e- 
ducated, as that was, in the contempt of riches and 
fuperfiuities, and guarded by great feverity of life 
and manners ; and which- would well.deferve the 
opprobrious napfie of tlieft beftowed on it by fome 
authors, as the law itfelf would liave been juftly cen-. 
fured, which encouraged fuch dextrous furprize^, 
if allowpd in, ftgtes l^f§ virtuous and aufterPt 

TABLE IX. 
We come nowN to the. exercifcs inftituted by law. 
Iq, thefe^all the Gjcpfo ^wp.cxUerorfy careful ; bat 
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theTLacedxmbnians in a degree beyond the reft. . For 
if a youth by hb corpulence, or any other means, be- 
came unfit for the exercifes, lie underwent contempt 
at leaft, if not banilhment. Hunting was tlie ufual 
diverfion of their children. . Nay, indeed it was ] 

made a part of their education ; becaufe if had a I 

tendency to ftrengthen .their limbs, and to render 
thoTe, who pra^ifcd it, fupple and fleet. They 
likewifebred up dogs for hunting with great care. . 
They had a kind of public dances, in which tliey ex- 
ceedingly deUghted, and which were alike commptt 
to virgins and young then*. Indeed; in all theii 
fports, girls were allowed to divert • themfelves with 
the youths. Infomuck that at darting, throwing the 
cjtuoit, pitching the bai, and fuch-like robuft diverft- 
onsy the women were, dextrous: aa tlie men. For 
the maiiifeft oddity, of thist proceedmg. Lycur- 
avi aflign d no other reafon> than that he defigned 
to reader wom^n,.a5 weUasmen^ ftfongand healthy^ . 
that tlie chikiren , whieh tkey.ihouki bring forth 
miglit be fo too*, Violdnt ex^rciies^ and a labo^ 
ious kind of Vih^ wiere only enJMied the youth. . 
For, when they, were growa up to inei>'sedate, that 
is, wer«e upwards of thirty years ©W, they were ex- 
empt from ali:kiiid$ of labor > and employed them- 
-felves wholly in affairs of ftate, or in war. They had '. 
at a certain time, a n^hbd of whipping young lads 
ill, the temple o£ fiiaaa^ and about her altar, which 
hpwevef paUitatedy wa& ceOaiofy unoatuzal and 
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crneL It was efteemed a great Ikmiot for lads to fuf- 
tain tliefe flagellations witliout weeping, groaning^ 
or fhewing aiiy fetiie of paia. And the thiril of glo* 
ly was fo ftrong in thefe young minds, that they ve- 
ry frequently fuffered death without ihedding a teari 
or breathing a figh. A defire of overcoming all the 
veakneiTes of nature, and thereby rendering hi« 
Spartans not only fuperior to their neighbours, but 
even to tlieii fpecies, runs thixHigh all tlie inftltutions 
pfLvcuRGUs; which principle, if well attended 
to, throughly explains them ; and without attending 
to which, it is impofTible to give ^ny account of 
them at alL , 



T A B L E X. 
HEitK we eompn^hend tiie laws refpe^ing con- 
trails and money-ma tteis. Gold and. filver were, 
by the conftitutions of Lycurgus, made of no va- 
lue in Sparta. H^ was fo well apprised of the dan- 
ger of riches, that he made the very pofieflioh of 
tJiem penab But as there was ao living witliout fome 
fort of money, that is, feme comnx)n meafure of the 
ilandard or wo/th of things, he directed aa iron 
coinage, whereby the Spartans were fupplied with 
the ufeful money, and at the fame time liad no tempta- 
tion to covetoufnefs aftorded ihem. For a very fmall 
fiim was fufficicjnt to load a couple of horfes ; and a 
greater onemuft ha^c been kept in a tarn orware- 
boufe. The coming iii of all foreign money was alfo 
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prohibited, that corniption might not enter und^ 
the pretence of commerce. The moft ancient method 
of dealing by barter or exchange of one commodity 
for another, wasprefervcd ty law in Sparta, long af- 
ter it was out of date every where elfe. Intereft was 
a thing forbidden in the Spartan commonwealth; 
where they had alfo a law againft alienation of lands ; 
as was the accepting of prefents from foreigners, 
even without the limits of their own country, and 
when their authority and charai^er might well feem 
to excufe them. Thus by all poflible methods 
Lyctjrgus fought to fhut out corruption ; to o- 
fclige his citizens to live fimply and innocently, with- 
out admitting ai;nongit them ihofe feeds of luxury 
and diffenlion, which he faw to have produced 
itich fatal effedb in th<^ regions through which he 
Imd travelled. 

TABLE XT. 
Suck of the laws of Sparta, as related to courtf 
of juftice may be brought under this table. Thir- 
ty years muft have paffed over the head of him, 
who had a right to concern himfelf in judical pro- 
ceedings. Young men were thought unfit for them ; 
and it was even held indecent, a;idof evil report, for 
a man to have any fondnefs for law-fuits,or to be 
bufying himfelf at the tribunals, when he had no af- 
fairs tliere of his own. By thefe rules Lycurgus 
thougl^ to Ihut out Utigioufnefs, and to prevent that 

multiplicity 
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luultiplicity of fuits, which is always fcandalous in a 
fiate. As young people were not permitted to en- 
quire about the laws of other countries, and as they 
were hindered from hearing judical proceedings in- 
their courts, fo were they likewife forbidden to afk 
any queflions about, or to endeavour to difcover, 
tlie reafons of the laws by which themfclves were go- 
verned. Obedience was their duty, and to that a- 
lone he would have them kept. Men of abandoned, 
charafters, or who were notorioufly of ill fame, 
loft all right of giving tlieir votes in refpcdt of public 
affeirs, and fpeaking in public aflcmblles. For they 
would not believe Ihat a bad man in private life could 
mean his country better than he did his neighbour. 

TABLE XII. 
The military laws of Sparta muft compofe the laft 
table. Till a man was thirty years of age, he was 
not capable of ferving in the army. They were forbid- 
den to march at any time before the fiJl moon. The 
the reafon of this law is very hard to be difcovercd,' 
if indeed it had any reafon at all, or was not rather, 
founded on fome fuperftitious opinion that this was • 
a more lucky conjunflure than any other. Tiiey- 
were likewife forbidden to fight often againft the fame- 
enemy. This was one of tlie wifeft maxims in thci 
political fyftemof Lycurgus. And Agefiftaiis, by- 
offending againft it, deftroyed the power of hit* 
country^ and 19ft Jier that autkority,. wlucli for nvmy;: 
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ag» ftk bad maintained over the reft of Greece* 
For, by conlimial warring agamft the Thebans, to 
ti'hom he bore an inveterate hatred, he at hft beat 
them into the kno\%kdge of the art of war, and enabl- 
ed them under the command of Epaminondas fo main- 
tain for a time the principality of Greece. Maritime 
affairs they were forbidden to meddle with y tho' the 
neceflity of things compelled them, in pl-ocefs of time 
to tranfgrefe this inftitution, and by degrees to tranf- 
fcr to themfelves as well the dominion of the fea as of 
the land. Bitt after the Peloponncfian war they again 
neglef^ed naval aifeirs, from a perfuaiion tlrat ftrangers 
and failoTS corrupted thofe with whom they converf- 
ed. • As they never fortified Sparta, the7 were not 
ready to undertake fieges. Fighting in the field was 
their proper province. And, whiJe they coidd over- 
come their enemies fiiere, they righfly conceived that 
nothing coulJ hurt them at home, in time of war, 
t;hey relaxed fo^newhat of their ftrict man.ier of living 
in which they were fingular. Tlie true reafon of this 
was, in all probability, that war might be lefs bur- 
deufome to them* For, as a fProng defire to render 
them bold, and warlike was the reigning paflion of 
their leglftator ; they were forbidden to remain long 
encamped in the fame place, as well to hinder their be** 
»g furprized, as that they mi^litbe moretroublefome^ 
td tlieir enemies, by wafting every corner of their 
OOfmtry. They ilept all night in their armour ; but 
tj/^k out«guar4» were aot ^UHdwed- tlieir ihidde, that. 
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being unprovided of, defence, they might not dare 
to flcep. In all expeditions, they were careful m the 
performance of religious rites : and after their even- 
ing meal was over, the foldiers in concert fung hymns 
to the Gods. When they were about to engage, the 
king facrificed to the Mufes, that, by their aflift- 
ance, they might be enabled to perform deeds wor- 
thy of being recorded to lateft times. Then the ar- 
my advanced in order, to the found of flutes, which 
played the hymn of Gaftor. The king himfelf fung 
the Paan, which was the iignal to charge. This was 
done with all the folemnity imaginable : and the fol- 
diers were fure to die or conquer. Indeed they had 
no other choice ; for if they fled they were infamous, 
and in danger of being flain even by their own mo- 
thers, for difgracing their families. Hiflory informs 
us that a Spartan lady, on the news of her fons liav- 
ing fled from a battle, wrote him this fhort letter, 
*' Fame fpeaks ill of you ; eflFace it, or be no more." 
In this confifted much of the excellency of tlie Spar- 
tan women, who, if poflffi)le, exceeded tiie men in 
bravery, never lamenting over their hufbands or fons, 
if they died honorably in the field : but deploring the 
ihame brought upon their houfe, if either the one or 
the other efcaped by flight. The throwing away 9. 
a fhield alfo induced infamy ; and, with refpeft to ' 
this, mothers, when they embraced their departing 
fons, were wont to caution them, that they fliould 
cither return armed as they were, or be brought back 
Vol. I. M ^'^ 
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fo when they, were dead. For fuch as were fl^in 19 
Imttle were neverthelefs buried in their own country, 
\Vhen they made their enemies fly, they^purfued no 
longer than 'till tlie doubt of vidory was over ; be • 
caufe they would feem to fight rather for the honor 
of conquering, than of put ting their eijiemiesto death. 
According to tlieir anqient rules of war, they were 
bound not to fpoil tlie dead bodies of tlieir enemies. 
But in procefs of time, this, and indeed many other, 
of their nioft excellent regulations fell into difufe. 
He, who overcame by ftratagem, offered up an ox 
Xo Mars ; whereas he, who conquered by force, of- 
fered up only a cock : the former being efteemed 
more manly than tke latter. After forty years fervice, 
a man was by law no longer required to .go into the 
field. And confequently, if the military age wa? 
thirty, the Spartans were not rendered invalids 'till 
tliey weijc feventy. 

Th us have we comprifed the moft confiderable of 
the Spartan laws in twelve tables. Some indeed we 
have omitted ; but- fuch only a$ were doubtful, or im- 
'jnaterial and of little importance. 

Lycurgus did not commit any of his laws to 
writing, becaufp he would have them written in the 
hearts of tlie people. And to imprint thejn the more 
llrongly thre^ he took pains ro ijnake it believed 
that they were given to him by Apollo. For thi? 
j^d'on he ftiled1:hem EJistric, i. e^ DiviAe Saa^i.on^;. 

It 
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It rs not clear whether Lycurgus (tho' we 
jiid^e it very improbable that one of his clear and 
ufxcorfupt morak fliould be fo) was the aiithor of that 
inhuman political contrivance, which prei/ailcd a- 
among^ his country-men, for Icflening the number 
of their flavcs, whenever they grew dangerous to the 
iiate, and which was ftyled Cryptia; or the AmUif- 
cade* Such as had flie aare bf educating the Spar- 
tan youth, picked out theflbtjteftof them, andliav- 
Ittg armed them wifh daggers, fcnt them out to de- 
ffroy the?r unhappy flavesr- This they did, either by 
finrprizing them in the night, or falling upon them* 
in the day, when tlicy M>erc at their work, without 
fo much as even a pretence of a crime againft them. ' 
and for no other reafon but that the flate mJght b^* 
£a[^e from their attempts by this reduction of their 
mtmber^ Plato greatly condemns this law, and Plu- 
tarch pofirivefy denies that it was made by Lyccjr- ' 
Gus. But when, or however rt was made, it was 
moft indubitably againft common equity and humani- ' 
ty ; a cruel aitd unnecelTary expedient, and unworthy 
a virtuous people: 

These flaves were called Helofe?. Helos was 
an ancient city in Laconia, ^gaintt which, oa? 
fome pretence or oMier, the Lacedaemonians made- 
war, and having fubdued it, carried all the inhabi- 
tants thereof, and of the neighbouring di{\n8:, into 
flavery. In procefe of time, wlVen they had enlaro;- ' 
M z ^\ 
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cd the number of perfons in this unhappy conditi- 
on, by fubjugating other places, they flill kept up 
the old name, and called them all Helotes ; whicli 
cea fmg then to be a proper name, became common 
to all who were in this ftate offervitude. As to the 
t(?rms of it, they were thefe. Firft, their lords could 
not fet Ihcm fiec; and fecondly, they had no power 
to fell them, fo as they might be tranfported out of 
the Lacedaemonian territories. Hence it came ta 
pafs that they were prodigioully numerous, which 
fometimes alarmed the Spartans, and made them de^ 
vife the law above-recited to keep them under. Plu- 
tarch informs us, that the Helotes were employed iit 
cultivating the lands of the republic ; tha,t they did 
npt give an exaft account of the prodiice, but paid 
a fmall fettled rent, wkich rent their lord could not 
r^ife, without incuijing the public ceiifure for fucK 
enlargement. So that one would be led to conceive 
that thefe Helotes were a kind of bailiffs, ilewards, of 
lower fort of farmers. But others tell us, that liberty 
and flavery were in their extremes at Sparta ; that 
none were fo free as the citizens of Lacedxmon, nor 
any fuch defpicable flaves as the Helotes. They were 
marked out and diftinguiHjed as fuch, by thtir drefs, 
and all things elfe. They wore dog fkin bonnets,, 
and fheep-fkin vefts. They were forbidden to learn 
any liberal art, or to perform any act worthy of their 
mafters. When their lords were fodifpofed, thefe poor 
*ien were obliged to drink themfelvcs drunk, that ^ 

'the 
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the free-born Spartans might fee the bcafllincfs of that . 
vice in their behaviour. Once a day they received - 
a certain number of ftripes, left they fhould forget 
that they were flaves. And to crown all, they were 
liable to this Cryptia, which was ftire to be exer- 
cifed on all fuch as fpoke, looked, or walked with 
tlie air of freemen. To take off fomewhat from the* 
liorror and fcandal of this pra^ice, the Ephori, or 
popular tribunes, as they might be called, after they 
were inftitutedy declared war againf^ them.. Againft 
whom? — Why, againft poor naked flave*, wlio til- 
led their lands, drelfed their food, and did all tlK)fe* 
offices for tliem, which they were too proud to do^ 
for themfelvcs. Rutarch places this cruelty far low- , 
cr than the times of Lvcurgus, and alledges that- 
it was introduced on account of tl^e Hclotes joining ^ 
with the Meffenians after a terrible earth-qua ke^ . 
wherby a great part of Lacedsemon was overthrown.* 
But ^ian tells us expreifly tlvat it w-as the commoft 
opinion in Greece, that this very earthquake was a 
judgnient from heaven upon the Spartans, for treat- 
iiig theib Helotcs with fo much inhumanity. Thuci- 
tildes gives us a glaring inibnce of thejealoufy of 
the Lacedaemonians on accoont of thefe poor mm.. 
He fays, that about two thoufand of them, being 
manumitted by law, weic, for their great fervice in 
the Peloponneikn war, crowned with garlands, led 
about to the temples, and entertained withfliews: 
Jiftex all which, they difappcared on a fuddcn, sAid 
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were never heard of afterwards. But to returtt t»r 
Lycurgus, 



It is not to be conceived that fwch mighty changer 
could be wrouglit in a country without oppofition ; 
neither indeed were they* For when Lycurgus 
proceeded to the divifion of property, a great fedi- 
tion arrtfe, wherein at laft the people came to a6H 
of violence; and he found himfelf obliged to quit 
the affembly, in order to fly to a fanfluary. Some 
however clofely piurfued him, and one among thfr 
xeft, by name Alcander, a young nobleman of a ge- 
werouB but too hafty a difpofition, ftruck him on the 
eye, and, as fome fay, beat it out. The legiflator 
then flopped, and Ihewing his face aU covered with, 
blood, the people were fo flruck thereat, that they 
ijnmediately afked his pardon, and delivered up Al- 
cander into his hands, to be^ treated as he thought' 
fir. Lycurq.us accepted the propofal, and car^ 
lied Alcander home with him, where, inflead of pun- 
iihing, or even reproving, him harlhly, he received 
liim as his. attendant^ caufcd him to wait upon him at 
meals, and kept him always near his perfcn. This 
mildndVwas of great fervice to them both. For Al- 
cander, perceiving that LycuRGUs was not, as. 
he had fuppofe;d him, a man of a rough and morofe 
difpofition, but of a moft fweet. and affable temper^ 
becan^e, from his fierceft enemy, his greateft admii-^ 
cj^, TJii^ wrought mightily on the.mids of the peot 
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plc, and engaged them to receive, as oracles, the 
inftru6lions of Lvcurgus. Another good which it 
wrouglit was this, that it immediately became a law» 
from which they never receded, tliat no weapon 
whatfoever, not even a ftaff, iliould be brought into 
their affemblies or public councils. 

When Lycurgus had fully perfedled his de- 
fign, and wrought the commonwealth into that form,, 
which, from a confideration, of tlie nature of men, 
and the different eflfe^s of various governments upo«i 
them, he thought moft eligible, his next care was to 
render this fixt and liable ; and to prevent his counr 
try-men from over-turning that fh'udturc which he 
had raifed, and from returning back to the condition 
iji which he had found them. After fome time he 
fell upon a method of effe^ng it ; which was th is« 
He called a general a (Tembly, wherein iie declared, 
that he now thought e\'cry thing was brought into 
proper order, and that there remained but one point 
more to be fettled : that this point was indeed of the 
higheit Importance, but of fuch a nature that he 
could not acquaint them with It, 'till he had* coi\fult- 
cd the Oracle at Delphi ; to which place he waa 
leady to go, provided they would engage tliemfelvea 
to obferve his Rheirw. inviolably 'till his return. 
To this all ranks and degrees of people readily aflent* 
cd. And to bind their affect Lycurgus exadled 
ifcpon the fpot an oath from, the two kings, the.fenate, 
;»4d^thecooiinons«. K^t^^ 
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After this he departed, as he had propofed, 
and went to I3elphi. There he propofed this qutfti- 
on to the Oracle, Shafl the lawt eflabiifred in Sparta, 
make that city virtuous .and happy F Tlie refponfe was, 
the lawt given to Sparta are excellent, and the chyJkaH 
continue in the highe/i renown, whik tVebferves the polity 
of L TCURGUS. This he took in writing and fent 
to Sparta. He afterwards facrificed a fecond time 
to Apollo ; and having taken a fotemn leave of his- 
friends and his fon, he determined with himfetf to> 
piit an end to his life by failing ; tiiat' the Lacedae- 
monians might never have it ia tkeir power to free 
themfelves from the oath which he had taken from, 
tbeni. Plutarche3ipre£J»himfelf in. very high terms 
with rcfped^ to tkedeath of LYCURatrs. He cries- 
it up as one of the: nobteft inftances o£ patriotifm 
which is to be met witt i» ancient hlftopy. Becaufe, 
feyshe, thekgiftialorfecured.a double point ly this 
maiMier o§ dying ; he. put a moft honorable end to 
a virtuous an^ w^tpeat Hie, and lie affixed hia 
death as a feal to his iams, which, he teft as his lafl 
will and te^ment to his country. . He tells us like- 
wife, that his bones were earried home to Sparta, 
and buried under a plain tomb, which, as a mark 
€>f divine feivour, was afterwards blafted with lighten- 
ing ; an accident peculiar to our Ly-c ^R g^u^s and 
the poet Euripides. The Spartans, to do honor to 
kis memory, erefted a temple to^ him, and facxificedt^ 
annually thereat.. 
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But after all this pompous account, Plutarch 
himfelf acknowledges that autliors are not well a- 
greed, how or where this great and good man d}ed. 
Some fay, that he ended his days at Ciiilia ; Apolo- 
themis aflirmed that he dyed at £lis ; Timzus and 
ArUloxenus agree, that he finiHied his days in Crete. 
And the latter fays, that the inhabitants fliewed his 
tomb. Ariftocrates the fon of Hipparchus wrote alfo 
that he dyed in Crete ; but he added, that by the di- 
redlion of Lycurgus, the perfons with whom he 
lodged, burned liis body, and fcattered the alhes 
thereof in the air and on the fe.i, that they might 
never be tranfported to Laced acnion ; to prevent the 
people of all poifibility of apprehending themfelves 
to be, on any pretence, releafed from their oath. 

He left behind him one fon, whofe name was . 
Antiorus ; who dying without ilfue, his race became 
cxtinifl. His relations and friends held an annual 
aflembly in commemoration of the deceafed, and 
that they might therein difcourfe of, and exhort each 
other to the imitation of his virtues. The days of 
this meeting were, in honor of the legiflator, ftiled 
Lycurgides. 

A few refleclions are yet neceflary upon a life fo 
\ifeful and worthy to be fcaimed. Plutarch makes 
LycuRGTJs in all things a perfect Hero; andaliedg- 
Ci hifi behaviour as a proof tliat the wife man, fo of- . 
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ten defcribed, and fo much commended by fliifpfo- 
phers, was not a mcer ideal character, unattarnable 
by human nature. He i» very particular as to the 
falntation of the prophetcfs at Delphi, wlirth he 
fays, ran in thefe words, fVslcome^ belavsd of God, and^ 
rather God then maru This Oracle was certainty very 
femoiis in Greece, and generally fpeakrng, believed ; 
cJtherwife Socrates would not have quoted ftr iit Vis 
^defence } or Plutarch have urged it fo often- as a fufi= 
s^frfWer to all the caltrmnies raifed againft this Hero. 
Yet foirtetlimg may be feid^ not greatly to the repur- 
tation of the orade, that this was^ all contrivance,, 
if! order to brhig about, what otherwife cotdd never 
have been brought about, the irtcpoft^on of his fevere- 
Ifltws upon the Spartans.. It i§ very probable that he * 
took this hint from the conduct of Minos, who af- 
c^ibcd his laws to Jupiter.. But from whomfoever he- 
took it, an ancient author of great note affirms, that' 
the refponfes of the Oracle were framed by his wit,., 
and procured by hb money.. And Lyfander knew 
afterwards how to make Apollo fpeak kindly, as well 
asLvcuRGus; and fo did Pliilip of Macedon.. It 
is clear that our law-gfver depended chiefly on the 
people's apprehending his inltitutions to be divine- 
For this caufe he would never fuffer his laws to be 
put in writing, but trutted them to the memory, 
that they might at once make the greater impref- 
fion, anil give the govermnent greater power. Plu- 
tarch affords us an initance of this. He fays that by 

a Rhetra 
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a Rlutia of Lycurgus, the people had power to 
affent to, or diiTentfrom, wliat was propofed to tliem 
by the kings and fenatc But when by degrees tliey , 
extended this power, and began to glofs upon t\\e 
laws, to aiTent to one part of them, and to diffcnl 
from anorher, the kings and fenate, to be even with 
•Ihem in their own way, added a new claufe to the 
Rhetra, to this purpofe, that if the people lliould of- 
jfier any crofs propofal, then the fenatc and kings 
might rejeft it. Which claufe, by dint of a little of 
their legiflator's art, they impofed as a gemiii^ ii^ 
jundtion ; and thereby ftrengthend their own autliofi? 
ty at tlie expence of the people. 

Mo s T politicians have held Ly c u r g us' invea^ 
tion of a fenate to have been a-moft excellent contriv* 
ance. Plato was fo much charm'd with it, that he 
fliles the author a divine fpirit refiding in an human 
nature, yet Ariftotle, who was an excellent politir 
cian, fouivl great fault with that inlUtution. Hf 
thought it unreafonable that fenators fliould be niadq 
for life, becaufe frequently men's abilities decay : fo 
that infteadof being able to mind public affairs, they 
become unfit to tranfad thofe of their refpective fa- 
milies. He was likewife offended, that they were 
l^ft without controul. For he judged, that as all 
men were liable to errors, fo all men ought to ^e ac- 
countable for them ; cfpecially if their errors plight 
any way aif^ct the ftate. 
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The laft act of Lycvrgus, of which wc have 
any certainty, is his fending the Oracle from Delphi 
to Sparta, fignifying rhe approbation given by A- 
polio to all his laws. That he ftarved himfelf there, 
is improbable. But that he returned no more to his 
country, feems to be perfectly agreeable to his man- 
ner of acting. For he was extremely ambitious of 
being thought fomewhat more' than man, as appears 
from the whole tenor of his behaviour. And his life 
could never have been concluded by an act more 
ihining, than that of quitting the fupreme power, 
when his country-men unanimc^^ily defired that lie 
fhould retain it. This fpoke him truly difinterefted, 
and Ihewed plainly, that he fought not any other 
reward for the fervices which he rendered to Sparta, 
than the glory of having ferved her. 

We fhould be wanting in juftice to the memo- 
ry of this great legiflator, fhould we omit thofe 
beautiful verfes which Mr. Thomfon, in his poem 
called Liberty, has infcribed to his honor. 



Spread on Burotas* Bank, 



Amid a circle of foft-rifing hills. 
The patient Sparta ftood ; the fober, hard. 
And man-fubduing city : which no fhapc 
Of pain could conquer, nor of pleafurecharm» 
Lycurgus there built, on the folid bafe 
Of equal life, fo well a tempei'd ftate ; 

Where 
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Where mix'deach government, in fiich juft poife j 

Each pow'r fo checking and fupporting e^ch. 

That fiim for ages and unmov'd, it ftood 

The fort of Greece ! Without one giddy, hour^ 

One fhock of faftion, or of party-rage. 

For, drain d the fprings of wealth, corruption there 

Lay wither'd at the root. Thrice happy land 1 

Had not negle^led art, with weedy Vice 

Confounded, funk. But if Athenian arts 

Lov'd not the foil ; yet there the cahn abode 

Of Wifdom, Virtue, philofophic Eafe, 

Of manly Senfe, and Wit, in frugal phrafe 

Confin'd, and prefs'd into Laconic force. 

Tliere too, by rooting thence ftill-treacherous Self, 

The public and the private grew the fame ; 

The children of ihe^nurfing public all. 

And at its table fed: for that they toiFd, 

For THAT they liv'd entire, and even for that 

The tender mother urg d her fon to die. 

#§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§^§§§§§§§§§ 

CHAP. X. 
Of SOLON. 

SOLON was in every refpe6l, formed to make a 
figure- in the Athenian commonwealth. Hc^as 
npfele by birth, if not more ; for he defcerided liiieally 
from Codrus, who devoted his life, to fave the ^ate 
Ji« governed. The name of his fathci yi^'^ "S-^^^Xvo^- 
Vol, U N va^> 
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ion, or, as mpft writers affirm, Execeftides, who, 
notwitliftandiftg liis liberality, and the nobility of 
his defcent, was not coniiderable in Athens. His 
jnother was-nearly related to the mother of Pififtratus, 
and he had a brother whbfe name was Dropides, 
who was Archon the year aftbr himfelf. We are told 
that he was born at Salamis. Howe\'^er, that feems 
to be doubtful from fome verfes of his compofition, 
which we Ihall have opcafipn to quote. 

As honorable as his family was, the gcnerofity of 
his father left Solon in no very liapj)y condition. 
This, as is generally believed, engaged him in the 
bufinefs of merchandize. Tho' he might otheru'ife 
have fubfilled well enough by the alTiftance of his 
friends. But this did not fuit that grcatnefs of foul 
which lie inherited. He chofe therefore to travel, 
and follow the occupation of a merchant, that he 
might live independent at home at his return, and 
not fuffer that houfe to receive favours and kindnefies, 
wjiofe cuftom k had been to beftow them. Tte 
tiuth is, that Solon was never rich, it may be be- 
caufe he always honeft.. Something of this fort may 
feem to be implied in tke following verfes, %hick arp 
accounted excellent. 

Many unjuft grow rich, and piovs poor ; 

We would not change our Virtue for theii ftore j 
■ JJ'or conftant Virtue is a folid bafe ; 

^jjf hcs from man to man uncertain pafs» 

In 
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In his youth he was mightily addiifled to poetry. 
And, as he was in thofc days unconfined, and liad 
no very weighty affairs upon his han^s, he wrote and 
publilhed a great many poems. Certain it is that 
all his performances this way dcferve the higheil 
commendation. His language is always pure, liis 
thouglits alike delicate and clear, his fubjedls ufeful 
and fublime. Therefore Plato had juft leafon to fay, 
that if he had finifhed all his poems, and particu- 
larly the liiftory which he brought out of Egypt, and 
had taken time to revife and correA them as others 
did, neither Homer, Hefiod, nor any other of the 
ancient poets would have been more eminent. 

As he was an excellent poet himfelf, he had a: 
juft and high' idea of th» power ofverfe, which he^ 
thought capable of making the ftrongeft imprefTons^ 
upon the mind of man. Yet he was a great orator, 
and wrote in profe with peculiar neatnefs of expref- 
iion and perfpicuity. Tt is evident both frpm the * 
life and writings of this great man, that he was i 
. perfon not only of exalted Virtue, but of a moflr 
pleafant and agreeable temper. He loved fociety,. 
and made it his bufinefs to promote the welfare there- 
of. He confidered men as men ; and kept both their 
csipacity for Virtue and their pronenefs to evil in his^ 
view ; adopting the laws, whicli-he afterwards made^ 
foas to ftrcngthen and ftipportthe one, and to check 
and keep uiider the other. His inltitutions arc tlv^v^- 
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fore as rcmaikable for their fweetnefs and praftica- 
bility, as thofe of Lycurgus are for their harfhnefs 
«ud feverity. But this general judgment may be 
thoiight premature In this place. We Ihall therefore 
return to our suirration* 

It is plain from the actions and writings of So* 
1.0 N, that he was a didnterefled patriot. The Me- 
gareniians had lately taken Salamis from the Athen- 
ians, and had cut off fuch numbers of them, that the 
latter, de][pairii^ of fuccefs^ and difpirited with the 
injghty loffes which they liad .fuftained, made ^ kw 
that it fhould be capital for any one to propofe 
the recovery of that place. This fliameful decree 
grieved SotON to the heart. He therefore compofed 
an Elegy coufiftiiig of an hundred verfes, to inflame 
the minds .of the people ag-^iuft the Megarenfians> 
who had difpbflefled them of that valuable ifland. 
Having digelted this Elegy throughly in his mind, he 
ran into the market-place with all the air of madnefs 
and diffraction, with his night-cap on his Iiead^ and 
afcending the ilool of the common crier, repeated 
with great vehemence the Elegy that he had compofed 
^o the people who gathered rotlnd him. The poem 
began thus, 

** From Salamis behold a Crier come, 
** Who brings you news, in nervous verfes, home.'* 
But the mod nervous Urokes in this celebrated poem, 
were the following verfes, 

«* Ratlier 
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" Rather than Athens, would I owe rtiy birth 
" To Pholegondrian, or Sicinian earth ; 

- ** Since men will fay, wherever I am toft, 
«* He s of that daftard race, who Salamis liave loft**^- 

h ended thus, / 

'* Let us to Salamis renew our claim, 
'* And, with the ifle rcftor'd, reltore our fame." 

PisisTRATus, who, 38 wc obfefved before, wa»' 
his near relation, mixed l)imfelf with the crowd, 
which gathered round this- pretended madman. H« 
by his psrfuaiivc eloquence heiglitened that martial 
rage Wliich Sqlok had kindled by his verfes ; fo 
that on a fudden, tlie fentlments of the Athenians 
were wholly changed, and they determined to aflert 
their right to Salamis, and decreed a war accordingly^ 

It is not eafy to fay who was appointed com^ 
mander in chief of this expedition. Some fay, So- 
1.0 N, and that Prfiftratus accompanied him, others^ 
that Pififtratus went general^ and that Solon aflilled 
him with his advice. 

•* 

There are \^rrous account* of the manner by 
which Salamis was again reduced under the Athen- 
ian power.. The moft current ftory is, that Solont 
coming with Plftftratm to CoGas, and finding tl:e 
women bufy there in eefcbrating, acccording to* 
cuflom the feaft of Ceres, feat a. coafidcnt of liis* to* 



13* S O L O N. ^ 

Salamis, who pretending to be no friend to that 
people, told the inhabitants that if they had a mind 
to feize tli^ faireft of the Atheuian ladies, they might 
do it by padiag over lo Colias» The Megarenfians, 
giving eafy credit to what this man faid, prefently 
fitted out a Ihip; which Solon perceiving from the 
opposite • fljore, immediately dhmiiTed the women, 
and having drelTed a fufficient number of beardlefs 
youths in fen3;ile habits, under which they every one 
concealed a dagger,, he £ent them to the fea-fide to» 
^ance ai.l divert themfelves, as the women were 
wont to do. Wh^n thofe who came from Salamis. 
drew near the coaft, mi faw thefe young people 
Skipping up. and down, they flrove who Ihpuld leap^ 
firft. out of the yeflel, and, running one and all to- 
^atch thefe danjfels, tlveir Ihip was fiuprized, them^ 
fclves murdered, and the Athenians embarking on 
board their veifel, failed immediately. to Salamisan4 
took it. Polyxnus l^as infiprted this relation, and 
Plutarch alfp admits tliat it wasth^ current account, ' 

The laft quoted author tells us however, that o-* 
thers had related it after this manner : the firft thing 
Solon did, after, he was appointed director of the 
expeditioa, \vas to coofult . tli^ Oracle of Apollo at* 
Pel phi, from whom he. received this lyfponfe, 
•' Let facrifice be t?o ^lofe' herpes ] 
^' AV ho under the Afopian ground 
. *^ AQd. dejid a/e by, the fe tling-fiiu ] 

. . - Sqlqh^ 
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SotoN tookupoa him to explain thfs dark pre- 
diction-, and hit upon the right interpretation. He 
guelTcd that the heroes mentioned by the Oracle were 
Pcriphemus and Cychris. He failed therefore by 
night to Salamis, and offered at their tombs. This 
being performed, he gathered a body of fiv^ hundred 
Athenian volunteers, wlio, in cafe they fucceeded, 
were to have the government of the ifland among^ 
them. Thefe embarqued in a galley of thirty oars, 
and in a confiderable number of fifliing-boats, and 
fetting fail in the evening, arrived the day follow- 
ing in a bay of the ifle of Salamis which looked to« 
wards Eqboea. The next morning the whole ifland 
was alarmed, tho' they did not well know on what 
account. At lad the Athenian galley was defcried* 
The Megarenfians thereupon manned out a flout 
ihip, which, doubling the cape in order to attack 
..the galley, was on a fudden furroimded by Solon's 
■farmed boats, and quickly taken.. The Athenians^ 
''* havijig put to death all the men found in this ve/feli 
filled it with their choiceft youths drelfed In Megar- 
, enfian habits. This prociu-ed them an eafy entrance 
into tlie port, wliere when they arrived, they made 
' all imaginable hade on fhore, and attacked thoft 
-<- who came to welcome them as their friends. In the 
mean time the remainder of the Athenians marched 
by land and attacked the city on the other iide with 
fuch fury, that it was fpeedily taken. In memory of 
tiu^ extiaprdiAary event, they, inftituted a fdlema 
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pcafed inciirfions wafted the territory of Delphf, 
' befieged the city itfclf from a greedy defire of making' 
thcmfelves mafters of the mighty riches contained in: 
the temple of Apollo. Advice of this being fent ta 
the Amphid^ons, who were the ftates-general of 
Greece, So ion advifed that this matter fhould be 
univcrfally refented, and that all the Grecian ftates 
ihould immediately join in favir)g the Delphic Oracle, 
and pimillung the impiety of the Cirrhxans. Witli 
this tlie council immediately coritplrcd, and decreed 
a general war agaihft that people. Solon was not 
however appointed general of this expedition, nor 
did he command the troops of his own country. 
Clyfthenes, tyrant of Sicyon was the chief command- 
er. And Alcmacon was general of the Athenian: 
quota. Solon went however as counfellor or aflift- 
ant to Clyfthenes ; and it was by his advice that 
the war was conduced to a profperous ilTue. For 
when the Grecian army had befieged Ciiriia fome 
time without any great fign of fuccefs, Apollo was 
confulted, who anftvered them in Ihis manner ; 
*' In vain you hope to take the place, before 
** The fca's blue waves roll o'er the hallowed fhore* 

This refponfe ftruck the army with furprizc, 
from which Solon extricated them by advifing Cly- 
fihenes to confecrate folemnly the whole territories 
of Cirrha to the Delphic Apollo. AV hence it would 
follow that tlie fea muft waflxtlie facredcoaft. Vzw- 

CaLuiu& 
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{anius- tells us, that he made ufe of another ftratagem, 
which was this ; he caufed the channel of the river 
Pliftus to be turned, which ran through the city of 
Cirrha, hoping tliereby to Jiave diftrelfed the inha- 
bitants. But, they having a great many wells, hi& 
fie heme did not throughly fucceed. As foon as lie 
perceived this, he<:aufeda great number of Hellc- 
hore roots to be fliced and thrown into the Pliftus, 
and when the water was throughly impregnated 
with the juice of thefe roots, he caufed the river to 
be turned back into its old channel. The Cirrhaeans 
overjoyed at the fight of running water, came down 
in troops and drank eagerly thereof, upon this an 
epidemic flux enfucd, and the citizens, no longer 
able to defend the walls, by their own weaknefs gave 
the enemy power to mafter the place. Some authors 
have attributed this Stratagem to Clyfthcnes,. becaufc; 
he commanded in chief, and Solon was jio more 
than liis counfellor. On the redudion of the place, 
tlie inhabitants were feverly punillicd, and Cirrha 
became henceforward the arfenal of Delphi. 

When Solon returned home- from this, expedi- 
tion, he found all things out of order. The remnant. 
of Cylon's fa(51ion began to gather ftrength, and to 
excite mighty difturbances in the city. The pretence 
of religion enabled them to do all this. They gave out 
confidently, that all the misfortunes, which the re- 
public had met with, had their fource from the anger 
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of the Gods, occaiioned by the impious cruelty of 
Megacles and his fadtion. It happened that the lofs 
of Salamis a fecond time coincided with this clamour. 
And now, as many writers report, Epimenides the 
Cretan came and luftrated the tixy. This is highly 
probable, if there was fufficient authority to fix his 
arrival at Athens fo low as this fedition muft have 
happened. But to return to the propter fubjedt of 
our hiftory. 

SotoN interpbfed on this occafion, and perfuad- 
cd thofe who were ftiled execrable, to abide a trial. 
To this when they bad confented, three hundred per- 
fons were chofen to judge them. One Myron of the 
Phlyenfian Ward took the profecution upon him. This 
he did with fuch effeft, that the three hundred con- 
dtoined fuch of Megacles's fadion as were living, 
to perpetual banifhment ; and c^ufed the bones of 
fiich as were dead to be taken up and caft without the 
Hmits of their country. Thus was the fedition, appeal- 
ed, and'Athens at reft once more. 

Tke turbulent difpofition of the inhabitants of At- 
tica, would not fuffer them to* remain long in quiet. 
They began therefore to be out of humour with the 
conAitution, tho* they could net agree how itfhould 
be mended. Thefe difputes divided the Athenians 
into three parties, the Diacrii, the Pediaei, and the 
Parali. Thefirit of thefe were the inhabitants of the 
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hUly country, who declared politivcly for perfedl 
Democracy. The fecond, dwelling in the lower 
part of the couiitry, and being far more opulent, 
were for an oligarchy. For they fuppofed tliat the 
government would then be, for the moft part in their 
own hands. The third party, living on the coafr^ 
were men of moderate principles, and in confcqucncc 
t!iereof, defired a mixt govenmient. 

In the midft of thefe debates, there fprung up 
a new caufe of trouble. The rich taking advantage 
of the laws, opprefc i and enflavcd the poorer fort^ 
in fuch a manner that they were unable to bear it. 
The meaner people, as Plutarch tells us, being in- 
debted to the rich, either tilled the'ir groimds, and 
paid them the fixth part of the produce, or engaged 
tlieir bodies for their debts. So that fome were mide 
flaves at home, and many fold abroad. Nay to fuch 
a pitch was this raifchief grown, that many fold their 
children to pay their creditors ; and otiiers in de- 
fpair quitted Attica ; and retired elfewher^. Such 
however, as had more fpirit than the reft, were for 
throwing off a yoke too heavy to be borne. Thefe be- 
gan to look out for a leader, declaring openly enough 
that they intended to make a thorough change in the 
government ; to free fuch as their creditors had 
brought into bondage ; and to make a repartition of 
the lands. 

You I. O ^^ 
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In this defperate fituation the citizens in general 
call their eyes upon Solo n. Thofe who were in the 
greateft fear of what might liappen from the prefent 
Uoubles, were for exalting him to the fovereignty. 
Nay, the moft prudent Athenians, when they cdn- 
iidered how difficult a thing it would be to refonn fo 
difordered a commonwealth by law and reafon, in- 
clined'to have him created prince. It was likewlfe 
aflerted tliat the Oracle of Apollo advifed the fame 
tiling, in the following refponfedirefted to Solon, 
*' AiTume the hehn, the ihip with pmdence guide, 
'* And tlioufsinds will affift to Item tlie tide." 

What rendered Solon fo very popular, was a 
faying of his, which all liked, and few underftood. 
k was this. Equality breeds no strife- This 
tlic rich Interpreted of dignity and power; the 
poor of riches and eftate. Tliofe therefore who a- 
greed in nothing elfe, were unanimous in their refpedt 
towards him- The rich were contented to fubmit 
to his decilions, becaufe he was himfelf a man of for- 
tune. And the poor had nothing to apprehend from' 
one fo mild in temper, and fo remarkably honed. 

The private friends of Solon encouraged him 
to lay liold of fo fair an opportunity of aiTuming the 
i^gal dignity ; adding, that it was a ihame for fo 
3ivife a man to be frighted with a name, and to reject 
;» i^^al fovereignty^ becaufe It refemtled tyranny. 

This 
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This great man withftood alike the defires of the 
«uny, and the perfiiaiions of the few. He a flu red 
^ the former, that he would never become the maftcr of 
his country-men. And he told the latter that how- 
fair a fpot foever tyranny might feem, it had this^ 
. misfortune, that there was no pafTage out of it. 
^\ hen his intimates laughed at this refclation of his, 
and quoted the example of Tynondas the tyrant of 
Euboea, aad otPittacus at that time prince of My- 
telene, he coiUented himfclf with a poetical epiftle t<p 
Vliocus, who feems to have preifed him moil, to fhevr 
the fteadiaefs of hia refolution ;. 

*' That I have Athens fpar'd, preferv'd my fame, 
** Nor foil'd my glory with ^ tyrant's name : 
" That when I might have klffd, 1 chofe to fave, 
** I blufh not— For I think the aflion brave, 
*-* An4 thus hav^ more atcliiev^d thaa mgii men 
have." 



I 



It was upon this occarton that Solon fhev^ed a: 
fpirit of patriotifm, which perhaps never had its e- 
qual. He condefcended fo far as to make ufe of 
fraud for the good of others, and with an uncommon 
greatnefs of foul diflembled with, and cheated both, 
parties, that iie might fave aH. If he \vould have 
accepted the tyranny, he had immediately acquired* 
whatever he could wifh, befides the power of doing 
great good to his coimtry.- But he refufed this, as 
far as it might have benefited himfelf ; and' yet took 
Hpon him all tlie care and and trouble of a prince, 

O 2 '^^ 
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to fcrve the people. Thus he demonflrafed that nei- 
ther ambition, fear, nor indolence had any ihare in 
liis refokition. 

He was chofen Archon without having recourfc 
to lots, and when he was choien, he difap- 
pointed the hopes of both parties. Wherever he 
found things tolerably well under the old confti- 
tution, he refufed to alter them at all ; and was at 
extraordinary pains to explain the reafens and the 
^leqeffity of the changes which he did make, lay- 
ing this down as a maxim, " That tliofe laws will be , 
'^ beft obfei'ved, which power and juftice equally 
'* fupport." He was a perfed judge of human nature, 
and fought to rule men by iliew ing them tliat it was 
their intereft to obey, and not by attempting to force 
them" upon what he himfelf efteemed right. There- 
fore to a perfon who afked him, " Whether he had; 
" given the Athenians the beft laws iji his power ?" 
he anfwered, " I have eftablilhed tlie beft that they 
<' could receive." Knowing well that it was impoili- 
ble to pleafe all, he made it liis utmoft care not 
greatly to difpleafe any ; whence it followed, tha,t 
none fought to abrogate the laws which, he? gave 
them. 

As to the main occaiion of the fedition, viz. 
the opprefTed ftate of the meaner fort, he certainly 
took it away in a great meafure by a contrivance 

whigh, 
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•which he ftilcd Sifachthia, that is, A Difcharge. But 
what this was, authors are not agreed on. Some 
fay, that lie rdeafed all debts them in' being, and= 
prohibited for the future the nuking any man s body- 
liable for a. debt. Others affirm that the poor were 
cafed, not by cancdlihg tlieii- debts*, but by lower- 
ing the intcneft, and encrea&ig the value of money ; a* 
Mina, which before was worth feventy^hree Drachms 
enly« being by him made eqiul I0 an hundred ; . 
which was ofgceait advantage to the debtor, and did 
the creditor ttp hiut at alL But after all, it^ is more* 
probable that the Siiachthia was a total difcharge or 
remiilion; otherwife Solo n would hardly iiave boaft- 
ltd in his vcrfa, that lie by this had removed the 
• many ntail^ of mortgages, wiiich had been every- 
where frequent. . For the Alhcaians had a cuftom. 
of hanging upbillets, to (hew that houfes were en- 
gaged forfticli Of fuch a fum of money ; that he had 
freed from apprehenfion fuch as had been driven to' 
4efpaif ; called home exiles^ wliom the dread of 
i^eir creditors had k<pt abiio»d 'till they had forgot- 
ten their uativ^e language ; and delivered from bond^- 
age fuch as w^e ilav^ iu tlteir native foil. 

Iv the midft of all this gjory, an imluoky acci- 
4^tbefclh4iA* which &¥- a time, hurt his reputaii- 
on, and had almoft overturned all his fchemes. Cc«- 
non, CUaias, an4 Hipponious, his intimate friends, 
l«vipg.befi9 COft&lt^d bylwi «>;io oration, which 

Q.J \^ 
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he had prepared, tendrng to engage the people to 
confent to the difcharge of debts, on a promife that 
lie would attempt nothing as to lajids ; thefe mea 
betraying the truft repofcd in them> borrowed great 
fums of money, and purchafed eftates before the e- 
didt came out. This had the appearance- of a. jobb, 
and was accordingly at firft thought to have been tlie 
'effect of connivance, if not of defign. But this af- 
periion was pxefenily wiped off, when it appeared 
that Solon himfelf was a fufferer to the amount of, 
fome fay, five talents,, others feven, and others fif- 
teen, which lie had lent out at interteft, and which 
in confequence oi his owji law, he loft. His friends 
however could never recover their credit, but were 
for ever ftigmatized with the opprobrious appellati- 
on of Chrtocopidof, or. Debtrfinkeis,. 

The Athenians however- were now as little pleaf- 
cdwith Solon's management, as with their former . 
condition. The rich and the poor were -equally dif- 
fatisfied. The former thought that he had done tdo 
much in cancelling the debts due to them* And the 
latter thouglit that he had done too -little, becaufe.he 
had not not divided the lands of Attica equally a-- 
Hiong them. It is from So lo n himfelf that w^ have > 
this account, and we have it inhiii ufual mannar^ 
that is, in verfe ;- 

** I was your darling heretoforCi but' now 
*' Aftant you view me w'illi contrafted brow ;- 

'* Whoe'er. 
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*' Whoe'er, bcfidcs me, had obtaind your gracci^ 
" Muft have obtain d a "ftipcnd with his place.** 

Yet in a fliort time they had fenfe enough to 
difcover that they wcfc in the wrong, and Solon in 
the right. At kaft they gave him a more public, if 
not a more general, token of their repentance, than 
tkey had llicwn of tlicir difpleafure.. For they in- 
Itituted a folemn facrifice in teftimony of their ac- 
quiefcing under tlie inftitutioi), and called it Sifachthia* 
At the fame time they unanimoufly ele<flcd Solon Ic- 
giflator of Athens j and gave him power not only tp 
make laws, but to alter and new-mode] tliqir confti- 
tulion as he thought proixir^ 

The firft thing this gr6at man did, after his 
country had conferred on him fo extraordinary an 
office, was to cancel the laws of Draco, excepting 
thofe only which related to murder.. This proceed- 
ing was perfectly right ; for there is nothing more 
diHionorable, and at the fame time' more dangerous 
to a ftate^ than latent laws^ orfiich as a';e grown into 
difufe and yet in being. This was then the cafe of 
t)i'acoV. Their feverity rendered them hateful*; 
therefore Solon annulled their authority: Nor 
would he- fiiffer-his own inftitytions to bear the fame 
liame. 

It was the defire of SbtoN toa6l in all refpe^fe 
l^od^rately : he therefore determined to place the 



162 SOLO N. 

demier rcfort in the pe6pl,e, and to leave thc^ecu- 
tion of the government in the nobility. With this 
view he divided tlie people into four degrees or 
ranks ; the firil of thefe confided of fuch whofeftock 
amounted to five hundred Medimni, or meafures of 
fniit. Thefe he ftiJed Penracofimedimni, and they 
paid a talent to the public treafury. The fecond clafs 
confifted of fuch as were able to keep an horfe, or 
were worth three hundred meafures* Thefe were ftiled 
Hippadatclountes, that is, bound to find an horfe. 
Tlie third clafs was made up of fuch as were worth 
two hundred meafures. They were called Zengites,, 
which implies a middle rank; becaufe they Hood be- 
tween the knights of the loweft order of the people, , 
wlio were called Thetes,. Thefe were not admitled to 
any office^ but ycthada vote in tlie general afTembly^. 
which was thought at firfi a matter. of little confc- . 
quence. Hence the nobility gave.themfelves no pain^ 
about it. But in aitcr times it was found of the high- 
eft confequencc* as So lip v. forc&w it would be. The 
r£;afon of it was this.. Solo^n purpofely drew up his 
laws in obfcure teims^, and allowing in all cafes slu. 
appeal to the peopte, dowbts often arofe, appeals 
were confequcntly frequeat, and hence, tho* tlie com- 
mon fort could not', attain to magiftracy^ yet they, 
had a mighty power Jn the ftate., 

HcREin confiSed tlie ancient nemooracy of 
'Athens. BxiibWMlsiilMJ^i^vif^y^jm^m h in^ 

ltS^ 
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Its nature more apt to change than any other, So- 
lon, in order to fecure it, eftabliflied two checks, 
or, if we may be allowed to make ufe of his meta- 
phor, threw out two anchors to fix it. The firft of 
tliefe was the court of Areopagus, which, tho* fettled 
long before, had loll much of its pow er by Draco's 
preferring the Ephetap. In ancient times, and *till' 
Solon became legiilator, it coniifted of fuch perfoDS 
as were molt confpicuous iii the ftate for their wealth, 
power, and probity. But Solon made it a rule that 
fuch only ihould have a feat therein as had ferved the 
office of Archon. This had the effeft which he pro- 
pofed. It raifed the reputation of the Areopagites 
very high, and rendered their decrees fo wonderful- 
ly venerable, that none contefted or repined at them 
for a long courfe of ages. The fecond ftay of the 
Athenian common- wealth was the feiiate, which So- 
lon made toconfift of four hundred, an.hundred out 
of each tribe. Thefe had the prior cognizance of all 
that was to come before the people; and nothing 
could be propofed to the general aiTcmbly, 'till it 
had been digefted by them. So that, as far as he was 
able, he providtjd againit a Ihirft of arbitrary power 
in the rich, and a defire of licentious freedom' in tlic 
commons ; the Areopagus being a check ui>on tlie 
former, as the fenate was^a curb on the latter. 

Solon himfelfwas fo well fat isiied with what he 
had done^ that he celebrated it iu words to this puf- 
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pofe, which ihew at once what regard he had foe 
live ancient conilitution> and for the people in gp^ 
neral ; 

*' I to the commons weight enougli. allowed, 

** Robb'd pone of honor, and on none bcftow'd ;. 

" Thofe, who in pow'r or wealth out(hone the rcfW 

" Were by my laws within jult limits prefs'd ; 

** And thus the property of each confeiv'd, 

^* Nor high nor low from equal juftice fwerv d.'' 

The general frame of the republic thus fettled,, 
■ke gave the Athenians next a body of laws, of which- 
mre have fiill feme remaining. Thefe were ib mucb 
deemed tliat the Romans fent Ambailadorg to Athens. 
fto traafcribe them for the ufe of their ftate. As tiieie 
tranfcribed laws became the bafis of the Roman juris- 
prudence, which has isnce been received ahnod 
throughout Europe under the name of the Civil law,, 
we may with reafon affirm that many of Solon's con^ 
ftitutions are yet in force. 

We will begin with one of the moft* extraordinary 
fetiites cnadled by this law-giver, the underftanding 
©f which lias given politicians the moft trouble. We 
aj« obliged to Aulius Gcllius for preferving to us the 
very words of the law. It runs thus ; 

^ If through difcord andjdifleniion any feditioa 
•* or infurreCiioa x&t^ tlie people into two parties,. 

fo. 
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" fo that with €xafperatcd minds they take arms and 
^^ fight againft each other ; he, who at fuch a time and 
*' in fuch a cafe, fliall not engage himfelf on one fide 
** or other, but'fhall cndeivour to retire and feparatc 
'' himfelf from the evils fallen on his country ; let 
*/ fuch an one, lofing houfcs, country and eftate, be ' 
** feut out an exile." 

Plutarch explains the reafon of it, and fo does 
the author firft cited, who highly commends it, and 
(ays, that tlio' at firfl fight it may feem dangerous to 
the public peace, yet in truth it was calculated to 
fopport it. For the wife and jufl, as well as the envi- 
ous and wicked, being obliged to clmfe fome fide, 
matters were eafily accommodated. Whereas, iftho 
latter only, as is generally the cafe with other cities^ 
liad the management of fadions, they woulj for 
private reafons, be continually kept up, to the great 
hurt if not tlie utter ruin, of the flate. 

The rules which Solon gave for bcflowing heir* 
^flfes have been very harihly cenfured. \\q will put 
them together, that the reader ma . fee the general 
intent of the legiflaton " The next of kin to an 
" lieircfs may require her in marriage, and flie may 
*' likewife require him. If herefufes, let him pay fivQ 
'* hundred drachms for her dowry. If he who poirelfes 
*/ fuch an inheritrix by law, as her lord and mal!cr^ 
V be impotent, ktit be lawful for her to admit any 



156 SOLON. 

<* of her hulband's neareft kindred ; and let liim, who 
•'-has married an heirefs, be obliged to viilt her three 
•' times a month at leaft." 

The intent of thefe injunftions was, that neither a 
rich heirefs might carry the eftate out of the fomily, 
nor a poor one be in danger of marrying below her 
birth. As to the law allowing a woman to have recourfe 
to fome of her hull>and*s relations, it may poflibly have 
been contrived to prevent perfons, who knew them- 
felves to be impotent, from marrying fuch heireflcs, 
and depriving the next relation of his due. 

He enafted that a bride fhould bring with her no 
more than three gowns, and fome flight houfhold- 
goods of little value ; and that the bride and bride- 
groom Ihould be fliut into a room together, and there 
cat a quince. This was to be the fauce.of matrimo- 
n\', and to teach them to bear with the fame placid 
behaviour as then, the little acrimonies which they 
would fometimes meet with in that ftate. The bride 
likeWife brought an earthen pan, wherein barley was 
parched, to the houfe of her hulband. This velTd, 
which was called Phrogeteon, lignified that flie un- 
dertook the buiinefs of the lioufe, and would do her 

part towards providing for the family. 

%■ 

He ordained that none fhould revile the dead, 
even tho' provoked by the children of the deceafed. 

This 
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This law procured him great applaufe, and had cer- 
tainly in it much both of humanity and policy, lit 
dircfled that none fhould revile any living perfon, 
at facred folemniries, in the courts of juftice, or at 
public fpeftacles, on pain of paying three Drachmae 
to the perfon reviled, and two more to the public 
treafury. He likewife made a law againft flander. 
This great man knew very well that a general law a- 
gamft anger could nevef be put in execution. lie 
tlierefore contented himfelf with providing that the 
paflions of private men Ihould not difhonor religious 
ceremonies, the juftice of the (late, or public diver- 
iions ; and that no paflion Hiould excufe calumny. 

Before Solon*s time, citizens had not the pow- 
•cr of making Wills, but a man's goods and eftates 
went, whetlier he would or not, to his heir at law. 
But Solon having abrogated this cuflom, enacted, 
that fiich, as had no children, might leave their ef- 
tates to whom they pleafed, preferring friendfhip to 
family, and the ties of affeftion to thofc of confan- 
guinity. But then he added this provifo to his law, 
that the maker of fuch a Will fhoiild be in the full 
pofiefTion of his fenfes, not wrought upon by ilcknefs, 
potions, bondage, or the blandifhraents of a wife. 
Wherein lie fhewed his great wifdom, by raaking no 
diftinftion between actual conftraints and thofe im- 
pofed by art ; both having the fame power of putting 
a man out of Ivis light mind. He likewife drdaincd 
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that adopted perfons Ihould make no will j but as foqp 
25 they had children lawfully begotten, tlien they 
were at liberty to return ijito the family wlience they 
were adopted, or if they continued in it to their 
/death, then they were to return back the eftates to tlic 
gelations of ^he perfons who adopted them. 

With refpe^l to women and their expenses he 
^adc the followijig laws. When a woman travelled, 
lie permitted her not to carry with her more than three 
gowns, nor to carry any provifions above the value 
of an Obolus ; }\ex pannier or bafket was not to ba 
above a cubit in bigneis, nor was Hie allowed to tra- 
vel in the night, except in a chariot, and by torch- 
light. He forbad them likewife to tear their cheeks, 
^o procure mourning and lamentations at the funerajs 
of fuch as they had no relation to. He allowed not 
that an ox lliould j^e facrificed at funerals ; nor that 
more than three garments fhould be buried with them. 
^nd he forbad women to approach the monuments of 
perfons not related to them, except at the time of their 
interrment. Thefe la>ys were particularly tranfi:r.ibed 
f^y the Romans. 

The lil>erty> and other emoluments which were 
enjoyed at Athens, drawing thither a great concourfe 
of people from other parts, Solon forefaw that this 
ivould have bad confequences, if fome means were 
f}(^i dcvifcd to make thefc people induftrioiis. Hf 

therefore 
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♦Jiercfore ellallifhed by law, that a fon fliould bcf 
rdeafed from all cl ligation to maintain an aged fa- 
tlier, in cafe that father had not bred him up to fomcf 
trade. He veiled the court of Areopagus with a power 
of examining how people lived, and of punifhing 
idlenefs. He allowed every man a right to profccutc 
another for that crime, and in cafe a perfon was con- 
viifled of it thrice, he fuffered Atimia, or infamy. He- 
lodotus and Diodorus Siculus agree that a- law of this 
kind was in ufe in Egypt* It is probable therefore 
that Solon, who was throughly acquainted with the 
learning of that nation, borrowed it from them ; a 
praf^ice for which the Greeks were famous, tho' at: 
the fame time they Ailed thofe nations barbarous^ 
fiom whom their own* laws and policy were borrow- 
ed. Pity it isy that fuch a law were not enforced iiir 
linglaud, where the idle perfoiis relieved by their 
fcveral parifljes vaflly exceed in number the impo* 
tent and helplefs- 

The hufband, who fiirprized his wife in adul- 
tery was allowed by Solon to kill the adulterer* 
Whofocver raviflied a woman, was fin^d an hun-' 
dred drachma?. He, who debafed himfelf fo low 
as to become a pander, except to a common woman^ 
fuffered a fine of twenty drachma. A man was 
ioibidden to put either his daughter or fifter to the 
fcandalous trade of proftitution, luilefs he firft fur^ 
jprized her with a man* He enaftcd that no aduL- 
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tcrefs fhould be permitted to adorn her perfon, and 
in cafe Ihe did, he gave liberty to any that thought 
fit, to tear her cloaths offher back, and to. beat her 
into t\ie bargain. 

To the viftor at the Ifthmian games Solon ad- 
Judged the reward of five hundred drachmae: and to 
the vi£tor at the Olympic one hundred. He con- 
-traftcd the' rewards bellowed upon the wreftlers, ef- 
teeming fuch gratuities ufelefs and even dangerous^ 
fending to encourage Idlenefs by puttmg men upon 
wafting that time in exercifes, which ought to bo 
ipent in providing for their families. 

He directed five drachmae to be given to him wh©» 
jRiould catch an he-wolf, and one to him who fhould 
take a female of that fpecies. The former was the 
price of an ox, the latter of a. flieep. Attica was 
then extitmely infefted with thofe creatures, of 
which this law caufed a fpeedy deftru6lion. 

Watkr being extremely fcarce at Athens, and 
in its neighbourhood, he ordained that, where there 
was a public well, all who lived within an Hippicon^ 
$hat is, four furlongs of it, fhould have leave to ufe 
it. They that lived farther off were obliged to dig 
wells fort hem felves: But if a man digged ten fathom 
and foimd no water, then he might fill a pitcher 
of fix gallons twice a day at his neighbours well ; and 

who- 
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whoever funk a \yell, was to take care that it was 
as far diftant from his neighbour's, as it was deep.. 
If a man planted a> tree, he was to fee that it 
was five feet diftant from his neighbour's, and if it 
was a % tree or an olive, nine. An hive of bees wa^ 
<o be thirty feet distant. All thefc tended to tlic 
fame end, nameJy, to prevent one man from tre£- 
pallnig on tli^ property of another. 

He enabled that whofoever refufed to maintain- 
his parents, or had wafted his paternal eftatc, fhould' 
be. deemed infamtous.. It feems that Solon did not 
conceive tliata man coul4 be privately bad, and pub- 
licly good ; that one who negleded liis duty to his- 
parents, fhould prelerve it to the ftate, or. be frugal^ 
of his country's revenue, who had fpent his own, 

, -Such a$ commonly frequented infamous women,. 
lie forbad to make orations, believing that men with- 
out Ihame were not be trufted to.fpeak to the people. 
Demofthenes liighly commended this law, and exhoit- 
od the Athenians to take care that it was put in ex- 
• tfcution, as the fureft means to preferve the peace* 
.and honor of the republic. 

He forbad a guardian to marry the mother of his 
'^^ard, and permitted not the next heir to be guard- 
ian of the infant. Some fay that he forbad likewife 
a guardian to marry his fon to the mother ofh's^ 
E 5, ^"^^^v 
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ward : all thefe were beyond queftion made to hirtr. 
der CoUuiion, and to bar as far as. poflible the 
iicantlalous psadtice of chqating minors*. 

He enjoined gravers to keep no impreffions o( 
the feal-ring§ which they fold : if a man put out the 
eye of anotl*er who had hut one eye> he direfted 
that he fliould lofe both his. Astollieft, Demot 
thenes gives us So tow's law in thefe worxls ; 

" If any man ffeal" in the day-time, he may be 
carried to the eleven officers :• if he fteal any thing 
fey night, it fliall be lawful, for any to kill him, or 
in the purfuit to wound him> and carry him to the 
eleven officers. Whofoever if? convifted offuch of- 
fences as are liajble to ch a insj lhalLnot.be capable of 
giving bail for his theft, but his punifhment fliall 

. be death. And if any one fte'al out of the* Lyceum, 
or the Academy, or. Cynofergcs, a, garment, or^a 

- fmall velfelt of wine, or any other thing of little va- 
lue, or fome veflel^oufc of the Gynijialia or havens, 
he fliall be punilhed witdi death.. But if any man 
fhall beconvi^d privately of theft, it fliall be law- 
ful fi>r him to pay a double value; anditflialLbe 
alfo at the pleafujc of the convidor, befides pay- 
ijient of money, to put him in., cltains for five days . 
and as nvmy nights^ fo as. that, all men may kc^ 
l^!qji.LQund.V 
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By his laws, an Archon taken in drink was pun- 
ished with death, Solon wifely conceiving that a 
magiftrat€ guilty of fqch an offence muft be rendered 
vile and contemptible in tlie eyes of the people. Hd 
decreed that in cafe 2 mon furprized his wife in aduK 
tcry, .and lived with her aftenvards, he Ihould be 
deemed infamous. He compelled children to be dit- . 
tifiil to their parents ; permitting the latter, in cafe 
of difobedience, to difmhetit and turn them out of 
doors. He condemned fuch as avoided goiiig to way, 
fied from^ the army, or fliewed any other flagrant 
lign of cowardice, to he expelled the fanftified pre- 
cinds of the forum, to be ever debarred. from wearing 
a crown or wreath, and ^m all places of public woe-* 
ihip. He appointed it for a ilatutei that a citizen of 
Athens :fhouJd: be. tried, no wiiere but at Athens, and 
that the eldeft citizens fhould firft make orations, but 
witli Hiegreatdlmodcfty, and without any endea- 
vours ta ftir the paffions of the.peopk; he ordered 
that afterwards all. fliould. fpeak. according to thqir 
feniority, and have leave to deliver their opinioris 
freely on any matter' in debate. But he prohibited 
young men, however wife they might be efleeme^, 
: cither to become magiftrates, or to make orations. to 
the people. 

It was a maxim eflabliihed by this wife legiflator, 
tiiat the common people fhould be punifhed flpw^y, 
fiiU magiltrates and perfons in authority fuddenly, af- 
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figning for it this reafon ; that the former miglit bc^ 
piinilhcd at any time, but that in correding the lat- 
ter, where intereft and influence might be appre- 
!iended, there ought to be no delay. As to funerals ^ 
tlie expencc of which in his time was exceffive, De- 
mofthenes recites his diredions in thefe words ; 

*' Let the dead bodies be laid out within the 
houfe, according as the deceafed gave order, and 
the day following, before fun-rife, be carried fortlu 
While the body is carrying to the grave, lef the men 
go before, the women follow*. It ihall not be lawful, 
for any woman to enter upon the goods of the dead, 
and to foUow the body to the grave under tliree fcore 
years-df age, except fuch as are within the degree of 
coufins." Cicero reports that with refpe^ft to fepul- 
€hres> he enaded that no man ihould denioliih them, 
or bring any new thing into them, and that fuch 
ihould be puniihed who defaced any monument e^ 
jredted to the memory of the dead.. 

From thefe inftitutions, itrappears that his phi- 
Jbfophy did not lead him to trefpafs on thofe notioos 
' of humanity, which were con^oionly received in his 
country. He fought to moderate the extravagance of 
their funerals ; but at the fame time permitted all 
teafonable honors to be paid to thememory of the 
dead». 
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We will conclude this account of Solon's laws 
with two or three which had more regard to fociety 
than to the intereft of private perfons. He ordain- 
ed that, if pne citizen injured another, any Athen« 
ian might have his aftion againft him. Hence it is' 
evident that he regarded every individual as a mem- 
ber of tlie body politic, which could not be hurt 
without affecting all the other members. And thus 
he provided againft the power of the great. For 
tho' a poor man who was injured might think fit 
toacquiefce; yet a perfon of equal rank with the 
aggieffor, might, either from a principle of juftice 
or rivaUhip, commence a profecution on that aC"^ 
count. 

SoioK in(Htuted feaifs in the common halls, tinder 
the title of Public Meals. But he forbad the fame 
perfon to be entertained often, and ordered fuch to 
be fined, as did not come in their turns, afcribing 
the former offence to greedinefs, the latter to a con- 
tempt of the public. He forbad any flrangers to be 
naturalized at Athens, who were not either perpetu- 
al exiles from their own country, or, out of love ta 
Athens, had brought their whole families to fettle 
there, fo as to have no intereft in another place. 

He provided for the children of thofe who were 
(lain in the fervice of the flale, by direfting that 
they fhould be brought up and iuflruded at the pub- 
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lie charge 'till they were twenty years old. He 
made but few laws relating to religion ; and againft" 
parricides he made none, afligning for it this reafon, 
*' That he could fcarce believe that aay Athenian. 
" would be fo wicked J' 

He fliewed the excellency of his knowredge by^ 
corrcftittg the irregularity of the months. For, con- 
fidering that the courfe of the moon did not agree 
with the nfmg and fetting of the fun, but that fome- 
times fhe overtook and paffed him in tlie fame day^ 
he ordered fuch a- day to be called Tlie laft and 
the iirft ; attributing that part of the day which pre- 
ceded the conjundlion to the old moon, and thaD 
which fucceeded it to the new. He ordered tlie next 
day to ba called Nebraenia, ox the new moOiu 
And for tliefe alterations he k reckoned by Plutarch 
to have beerf the irrft who underftood a verfe ia 
Homer, fignifying, 
. ** When one month ended^ and the next began." 

Thus it is a point worthy of obfen^at ion, that 
the ancient heroes gained their reputation, as much 
by arts as arms. Tho* fonre excelled in valour, and 
others in wifdom ; yet in all there was an happy 
li^ixture of both Minerva's. So Nuaia, who gave 
laws to Rome, reformed the Roman kalendar. And 
in fiicceeding times, Julius Csefar, when he had re- 
duced his enemies, purged away ihofe errors which 

were 
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were grown hoary amongft his country-men, and is 
celebrated, not oidy as a lover of aftronomical learn- 
ingi but as a confummate mafter thereof, for his 
times. And fuch was Solon. For Iho* fome have 
pretended to afcribe to others the honor of introdu- 
cing aftronomy jiito Greece ; yet tiie firft principles 
of the art certainly came thither with its firft plant- 
ers, and were from time to time cultivated by thofc 
who vifited Egypt for inftrudion. Thalcs the Mi- 
leiiaii, and Pytliagoras the Samian, were the two 
great maftex^ wlio brought the undigefted notions of 
the heavenly fyftem, which hitherto had amufed the 
Greeks, into tolerable form. And tWs they did by 
dint of' their acquaintance with foreign nations. 
As to Homer, in whofc poems we meet with the firft 
feeds of all the various kinds of ancient literature, 
we find that he defcribes the heroical year, as di- 
vided, not into months, but into feafons. The re- 
turns of feed-time and harveft, the conftant revolu- 
tions of labor and reft, of the annual returns of fair 
^nd foiivl weatlier, ferved well enough to mark the 
fucceflTion of events. And it was therefore an adt of 
judgment in this great poet to make ufe of thefc 
chajra6leis in his account of a batUp ; as he elfewherc 
introduces Achilles meafuring the day, not by hours, 
but by tlie more obvious divilion of morning, noon 
and evening. ^Vearenot to infer from, hence that 
years and months were not known in the time of 
Jiomer. For the contrary appears in feveral paf- 
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fages of his poems, and particularly from the line 
above mentioned. Thales divided the year into 
twelve months, making each month to con lift of 
thirty days, and the year confequently of three hun- 
dred and iixty days. But finding that this year did 
not anfwer the motion of the fun, he intercalated 
thirty days at the end of two full years : which inter- 
calation, becaufe it happened at the beginning of the 
third year, fome have miftaken for a triennial peiiod. 
It is eafy to perceive that this method bf Thales 
muft in a fliorttime have introduced great confuiion 
there being a redundancy of almoft ten days in a year. 

SoxoN difcover'd this, and not only difcover'd it, 
but its caufe, at leaft its principal caufe, which was 
Thales' maxim, that the moon performed her revolu- 
tion ill thirty days. This Solon found to be falfe, 
^nd the true time was twenty-nine days and an half. 
This account fets what has been bev.^n faid above in a 
clear light, and 4hews with what juftice Solon was 
applauded for his (kill as an Aftronomer. Let us fee 
with what dexterity he applied that fkill as a legifla- 
tor. He did not alteJ t-lie number of months which 
Thales had fixed, but directed that each of them 
ihould be accounted twenty nine or thirty days al- 
ternately. By this method a 4unar year was formed 
cf three hundred and iifty-foiu- days. But perceiv- 
ing that this would leave things ftill in confufion, lie 
invented a method of recojiciling it to the folar year, 

wliich 
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-which was thus* At the end of tviro years, he direct- 
ed a month of twenty two days to be intercalated, 
and at the end of a feCond two years, he ordered 
that a month of twenty three days fhould be interca- 
lated. Now if we take all thife fums together, we 
fliall find that the number of days in Solon's cycle 
of four years, was one thoufand foifr hundred and 
fixty one, the fourth part of which is three hundred 
fixty five and a quirter, the true folar year, as it was 
then accounted. So lo n likfcWife engaged tlie Athen- 
ians to divide their months into three parts, called the ' 
Begirtnmg, the Middling, and the Ending. Each 
of tliefe confifled of ten days, when the month wai 
thirty days long, and the laft of nine when it was 
Htne and twenty days long. In fpcaking of the twt> 
firft p-trts, they reckoned according to the ufual or- 
der of numbers, viz. the firft day of the moon begin- 
ning, the fecond day of the middling moon, but 
with refpeft to the laft part of the month, they rec- 
koned backwards ; that is, inftead of faying the firft 
day of the ending moon, they faid the tenth day 
of the ending moon, and inftead of the feclond, the 
ninth day, and fo on to the laft. This is a clrcum- 
ftance which muft be carefully noted. For, without 
being aware of it, 'tis impoflible to underftand many 
pafTages in ancient authors. 

Solon procured his laws to be ratified for an 
hundred years, and caufed them to be coaferved in 
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different tables. Such as related to private aAions^ 
in parallelograms of wood, with cafes [jwhich reached 
from the ground, and turned alx)ut upon a pin like 
a wheel, whence they were called Axones. They 
wef e placed at lirft in the Citadel, and then in the 
Pj-ytanaeum, that his people might fee tliem when 
they pleafed ; and fome remains there were of them 
even in Plutarch's time. Such as concerned public or- 
ders and facrifices, were containedin triangular tables 
of ftone, called Cyrbes. The Athenian magiftrates 
were fworn to obferve both. In time thefe moniunents 
^ of his wifdom became fo famous, that all public arts 
were from Uiem named Axones and Cyrbes. 

After his laws were promulgated, fome or mo- 
ther were coming to him daily to have them ex- 
plained, to know the reafons on which they were 
founded, and to advife him to alter this or that, 
-' according as their humour or interelt led them* 
Thefe importunities made hiiii fo uneafy, tha^t he 
refolved to travel* For he confidered that not to 
anfwer thefe people would argue pride ; and that 
to anfwer them would beget great inconveniencies. 
With this view he bought a fhip, and pretending 
an inclination to trade, prevailed on the Athenians 
to permit him to be abfeut for ten years, during which 
fpace he hoped that hig laws would become familiar 
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He departed accordingly, and went 'firft to E- 
gypt, where he converfed with Pfenophis the Heli- 
opolitan, and Sonchis the Saite, the moft learned 
priefts of that age and country. From thefe he drew 
tiie knowledge of a multitude of things, unheard of 
by the Greeks, and particularly the fituation and 
condition of the Atlantic iflmd, of which he wrote 
an account in verfe, and which Plato continued. 

From Egypt he went fo Cyprus, where he was 
extremely well entertained by one of the petty kings* ^ 
This prince reigned in a little city called Apeia^ 
wliich figniiies high, built by Demophoon the fon of 
Thefeus, on an eminence near the river Clarius, but 
in a foil craggy and barren. Solon, obferving that 
there was a very pleafant plain below, engaged the 
king to remove his people thither, and to build z 
new and larger city for their reception. Solom 
himfelf afTifted in the execution of the imdertakin^ 
which he had projef^ed, and his fcheme fucceded fo 
well, that numbers of people, invited by the beauty 
of the place, came to fettle themfelves therein ; 
whence the king, whofe capital it was, changed its 
name out of gratitude, and called it Solos. 

He is thought to have vifited Thales the Mile- 

fian about this time, with whom it is very certain 

that he had an intimate acquaintace. Plutarch has 

jecorded a very fuigular pafTage, which happened" on 

0^2 ^c^^ax 
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that occafion. Solon, enquiring of Thaks, Why^ 
confider in g the happy fituation of his affairs, he had 
neither wife nor children, received no anfwer to hi% 
queftion for the prefent, A few days after, Thalcs 
introduced a Aranger, properly inftnw^ed, wha faid 
that he came from Athens ten days ago. So 1.0 n 
immediately aiked him what news he brought froni 
thenpe; ** I know of nothii^g^ extraordinary (replied 
<* he) except that the whole city celebrated the ob* 
</ fequies of ^ young iruui, the foa of a citizen moft 
" eminent for Vts virtues, wlio, it feems, was abroad 
*' upon his travels.** " M^ferable man f cried So- 
1.0 N : *' But did not you hear his n^rae ?*' '* I did/' 
leplied the Granger, "but I have forgot it j this I 
<< remember, that he was particularly famoua for hi$ 
** wifdom and his juftice/* " Was it Solon ?" (faid 
cur philofopher). " It was," anfwered the (Iranger^ 
Upon this the legiflator began to beat his head, ta 
weep, and to bemoan himilelf. But Thales, interpo* 
$ng with a fmik, addf effed him thus ; " Thefe, O 
*' SotoN, are the things which make me afraid ojF 
*' marriage and children ; lince thefe are capable of 
*' affecting even fo wife a man as you. Be not how- 
** ever concisrned, for this is all a fi(ftion/' Whethex 
on this occafion, or on the real lofs of a fon,. is un- 
certain, Solon, being detired by a perfon not to. 
weep, flnce tears would avail nothing; anfwered 
with much humanity and good fenfe, " And for thi^ 
" qaufe I weop." 

Ax 
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At Delphi he had an interview with the reft of 

the Sophifts, and the year following, at Corinth, by 

Periander's invitation. Some think that at this time 

jalfohe went to Crete, and vifited Epimenides. He 

likcwife conferred with Crcefus king of Lydia. Plu- 

• tarch fays, that Mfop the fabulift, was at the court 

of Crcefus at the fame time with Solon, and that he 

was extremely concerned when he faw how much the 

king flighted fo great a man. He could not there- 

. fore forbear giving. Solon the following fliort piecft 

. of advice, " Let youf viiils to kings be as feldom or 

. *' as pleafant as you can." To which our Athenian 

anfwered, "No, rather let them be as feldom or as^ 

** profitable as you can." The love of liberty was fo 

.predominant in Solon, that he could uotgaiufay (o 

much as in a compliment.. 

While Solon was abroad, Athens fell all into 
confufion again. The three fadions before mention- 

. cd began to be more troublefome than ever. Lycur- 
gus put himfelf at the head of the countr}'-people.. 
Megacles, tlie fon of Alcmeon, was the chief of thofc 

. who lived upon the coaft. And Pififtratus placed 

, liimfelf at the head of the poorer fort of people in 
the city, to proteft them, as he pretended> from 
tyranny.. Tlifi laws of Solon were indeed obferv- 
cd ; bccaufe none of the fadions found, it for their 

. iiU^reft to fubvert them. But all looked for a. change ;. 

' ai^d wexc une^fy 'till it was effefted ; iho' how. to 
<ij chan^cL 
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change for the betterj, nooje of them knevr^ not pie^ 

tended to know^ 

At thfe crifis Solok returned, and his- rehinb 
deemed propitious for his country^ All the fa^ions 
paid their court to him, and affefted to Ihew him the- 
deepeft reverence and rcfpc^, befeeching him to re- 
Ijume his authority, and' to compofe the diforders «£ 
tlie ftate. But this however he declinedon accouat'^ 
Qf his age, which, as he faidy rendered him unable ta> 
fpeak and aft for the public benefit, as he was wont.. 
However, he fent for thq chiefs of each party, ami 
fpoke to them in the mildeft and moft pathetic terms<;. 
befeecliing them not to i:uin their comnum parent^ 
k\x\. to prefer the pubUie good to their private intexeft^ 

PisisTRATus, among all the principal: perfonsi 
of Athens, feemed to be the moft affefted wkh Solon's 
difcourfes. They wjcrq relations, intimate friends^, 
gind had a, great fimiljtude of difpofkions. Piiiftra.- - 
tus was exceedingly courteous ai>d aikble ; and as^ 
he was bteflfed with a fair eftato, fo he was generous; 
without profufion, s^nd beneficeat without oflentat ion*. 
He had always two or thiee flaves near him with bags; 
cf filver coin. When lie faw any man leok fickly^ 
or heard that any were dead mfolvent> he eomfortedt 
the one with a. proper fura, and buried the other atr 
his own expence.. If he perceived people melancho^ 
ly, he enquired the caufe J and if it was poverty^ her 

Cumiibedi 
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fiimiffiedthem with what might enable them to get 
bread, but not to live idly. In a word, he had, or 
feemed to have, all: the virtues which could adorn a 
aobleman.. He would not fo much as AifL'r his fer« 
vants to fliut his garden, or orchard-gates ; byt al- 
lowed every body to gp in and take wliat tliey pleaf- 
ed. His looks were eafy and fedate^ lus language 
fmooth and modeft« He feemed a great lover ot e- 
quality, and a zealous friend to the conftitutio^. 
Solon penetratedalltkefe appearances. Yet he did 
not immediately break with liim ;, but endeavoured 
to fhew. him the iniquity of his di/Timulatlon, and 
wottld often tell, him, " Sir> were it not for your 
^ ambition^ you would be the beft citizen in Athens." 
And when he fonnd that this made no impreffion up- 
. on him, Sqlom iaid the fame thing to otliers, that 

• nKw nught be ware of his deiigns» and not fufier Im . 
virtues to be fetal to his country.. 

About this time Thefpi^, who is generally efteem-- 
ed the inventor of Tragedy, ehker introduced or re- 
formed it at Athens, with which the people were 
mightily cliarmed.. Solon, who piqued himfelfup-- 
on learning, even in his old age, went to fee this 
oew diverfion, and after the performance was over, . 
addreiled himfelf to Thefpis in thefc words ; '* I won- 
*^*der that you are not afhamed of telling lies before 

• «'fo-great an audience^"' Thefpis replied that "tliere 
^couklbe DO l&aim. io. giving a. fgecious form to 

V « falihood^ 
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" falfhood, fo that it were in jeft." " Ah T cried 
Solon, ftriking the ground with his itafF, " Hence 
•' we arc plea fed witJi your falfhoods in jeft, we 
*' fhall foon have them creep into our more ferious 
" alFairs." 

The mifchief which Solon apprehended that 
his kinfman Pififtratus would bring upon the ftate^ 
was not long before it came to pafs* That great 
politician, perceiving how much the people were at 
his devotion, refolved to fcize the prefent opportu- 
nity of cheating them out of that liberty which they^ 
neither knew how to ufe nor keep. With this view 
having wounded himfelf, and (as Herodotus fays) 
the mules which drew his chariot^ he lailied them 
into the market-place, as if purfued by his enemies^ 
and, fhewing his bleeding body, bcfought the people 
to protect him from thofe, whom his kindnefs to 
them had rendered his inplacable enemies. As the 
-people loudly teftified their concern, Solon, who 
was by tliis time come to the place, diew near him. 
and, " Son of Hippocrates, you do not adl Homer's 
** Ulyfles well, fmcc you deceive your fellow-citi- 
zens; whereas he, when he had wounded himfelf^ 
pradifed only .on the enemies of his country. A gge- 
neral alfembly was prefently convened^ wherein A- 
rifton moved that Pififtratus might liave a guard or 
fifty perfons armed with chibs.. Solqn opppfcd it^ 
He told the ciuzcos tlut^ if mibfoiluaes.befd them» 
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nicy muft not charge the gods with thetrt^ but them • 
felves ; for that evils were not accidental, but puA- 
iihmeiits ; that crafty peribiis knew how to drefs lie9 
in .the~vtftmenits of truth, and that before tliey made 
innovations^ they Ihould well con&ler tlie confe« 
quences. After bim fpdie Fifififatus, and the people 
receiving all he faid with loud applaufe, Solon 
contented himfdf with faying, 
^ YoudpattupoaUi words and ibothlngfpeecii*'* 

The middling fort of people, adhering uneui£^ 
moufly to tlie propofitioa of Ariitoo, and the richeil 
AthenisAs remaining ^nt, whesi they faw how things 
would go; Solon took his kave, faying that he was 
wifer than fbme, and floutcr than others ; wifer than 
thofe who did not penetrate the defign of Piiiilratus, 
and ftouter than thofe who did not oppofe it. \V hen 
he was gone, the aflenibly preceded to vote a guard 
for Pififtratus, but what number is not eafily fettled 
It ihould feem from Plutarch's account, that he liad 
but fifty. Herodotus does not mention any number 
at all, Polyaenus makes them three hundred. But 
Solon liimfclf, in his letter to Epimenides, fays 
expreffly, there were four hundred However it 
was, he made ufe of his guard to feize the citadel; 
which having perfbrnied, he, without more ado, 
affuraed the fovercignty. But Polyxnus has given us 
a very fingular account of the method which he took, 
to put it out of the power of the Athenians to de- 
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fend thcmfelvcs, even againft the fniall number of 
men under his command. He fummoned an aflembly 
to be held at the Anacium, and diredled that the 
people fhould come thither armed. When they were 
accordingly come together, Pififtratiis harangued 
them, but in a very low voice* The people com- 
plaining that they could not well hear what he faid, 
he pretended that it was the clangor of their arm? 
which drowned his voice, and advifed them to Tay 
tlicm down in the portico of a temple. This they 
did ; and Pifillratus then entertamed them with z 
long and eloquent oration. But while they were, 
liftening to him with deep attention, the guard of 
Pififtratus conveyed away their arms. So that when 
he had done fpeaking, the Athenians faw themfdves 
naked, and all power of reliftance taken from thenu 

All hiftorians" agree, that amidft the confufioi> 
which followed this tranfa<^ion, tlie.e was an aflembly 
held, wherein Solon made a fpeech, inveighing a- 
gainft the meannefs of fpirit of his countrymen, and 
inviting them to take arms. in defence of their liberty. 
When he found that nothing would do, he fet down 
his own arms, and contented himfelf with faying, 
" To the utmoft of my power 1 have ftiiven for my 
** country and my laws. " Plutarch fays, that he • 
refufed to leave his country : and that on PifiilratuS'* 
fending to know who infpired him with boldnefs c- 
uough to treat him in fuch a mamier, he anfvvered^ 

" My 
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'* My old age." But other authors fay,, and with 
greater probability, that he immediately left the do- 
minion of Athens. At his departure, he wrolc ihe 
following letter to liis friend in Crete ; 

Solon to Epimenides. 

^ "VT EITHER are my laws likely to benefit 
JL^ the Athenians long, nor have you done the 

* city much good by your Liiftration. For facred rites 

* and wife law-givers cannot alone benefit cities, fmcc 

* it is of great confequence of what difpofit ion thofc 

* are who influence the common people. Sacred and 

* civil laws, if fuch men execute them well, are pro- 

* fitable, but otherwife of little ufe. My laws are now 

* in a very indifferent condition, thofe, in whom the 

* government was lodged, making no oppofition to 

* Pififtratus* defigns, abandoned the ftate. When I 

* fore-faw this, I could not be believed ; the Athenians 

* giving more credit to his flatteries than to my truth. 
' Perceiving this, I laid down my arms Hefore the 

* magazine, and faid, that I wjs wifer than thofe who 

* did not fee that Pifiliratus aimed at tyranny, and 

* ftouter than thofe wlio were afraid to refifl him. For 

* this they looked upon Solon as a Madman. How-. 

* ever, I hefitatcd not to make this proteflation be- 
'fore I departed; Behold, O my country, Solon 
' jeady to vindicate thee in word and deed : they a- 
'^ain cried out, that I was mad. Thus finding my- 
^ /elf fmgle. in oppofing Pififtratus, I left them. Let 



i8o SOLON, 

' them ilill, if they plcafe, guard with their arrtWfhil 

* tlicir tyrant ; for you inuft know, my friend, that 

* the nun very artfully poiTeiTed himfelf of the fovcf- 

* eignty. He contplied at firft with the fame Demo* 
' cracy ; afterwards, wounding himfelf, he came in- 
' to the Dioea, exclaiming that he was thus wounded 

* by his enemies, defiring that they would grant him 
' a guard of four hundred men ; which they, regard- 

' Icfs of all I could fay, complied with. After this, * 
« he diflblved the popular government. In vain I la- 
' bouxed to bellow fieedom on the meaner fort of peo* 
' pie ; fince now the people erf all forts are becoma 
f the fervants of Piiiftratus.* 

In polTefling himfelf of the fupreme power in A* 
thens, Fififtratus did not overturn the laws dtablilh- 
ed by Solon. On the contrary, he did all that in 
liimlay, to provide for their better execution, and 
loft nothiiig of that moderation, for which he had 
been before remarkable. With refpedt even to the 
perfon of Solon, he preferved for him the higheftve- 
nerationy and was fo much difturbed at his leaving 
his coiuitry, that, to engage him to return, he wrote 
to him in this manner ; 

PisiSTRATUS to Solon. 

« T Am not the only perfon among the Greeks who 

X have adted in this manner, nor am I without • 
•rjglit to the kittgdom wliich I poifcfi^ being the Je- 

fcendant 
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* fcendent of Codrus. That wluch the Athenians 

* fvvore to preferveto Codnis and his heii*s, and yet 
' took away, I hav.e recovered. I offend neitlier a- 

* gainft God nor man. I take care to fee thofe laws, 
^ which you framed for the Athenians, ftriftly put in 

* execution, and fuffer none to do wrong, I claim 

* no other priviledgesi tho' a Tyrant, than the ho- 

* nor and dignity, and accept no jnore than what was 
' thought due to the ancient kings. The Athenians 

* indeed pay the tenths of their eftates, not to me, 
' but for defraying the expence o! the public facri- 
^ iices, the other charges of the commonwealth, and 

* that we may have wherewithal to C2ixry on a war, 
' if we ihould be engaged in one. I do not at all 
** blame you for difcovering my intentions. You did 

* it out of regard to your country, rather than ha- 

* tred to me. You was ignorant of tlie form of go- 

* vernment which I mean d to eftabliih. Had you 
^ known it, you would perhaps have borne it, and 

* not gone into banifhment. Return however, and 
''believe me without an oath, Solom fliall never 
^ fuffer hurt from Pififtratus. My very enemies have 
-* nothing to charge me wilii of that kind. If you 
-« will be of the number of my friends, you fliall be the 
^ fit ff : for I never obferved any thing of fraud or 

* fallhood in you. If you axe refoived to continue 

* ortherwife, live at Athens as you will : only for our 
^ fake do not deprive yourfelf of your country." 
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The Anrwer was as follows ; 

% ¥ Bclteve I fliall not ftrifcr aay harm by you ; for 
. X before you was a tyrant,^ I was ycjur friend ; aad 
*at prcfcnt amnotnore your enemy than anyotlier 

* Athenian who diflikes tyranny. Whctlier it betet- 

* ter for them to be governed by a iingle pcifen, or 
^ by a Democracy, let both parties determine, I iwd- 
' nounce you fhe beft of tyrants ; but to return to A- 

* thens [ think not fitting, left I ftonld incur cenfure, 
' who fettled an equality in the Athenian tximmon^ 
" we^h, and would «ot accept . of the tyranny. By 
' returning, I fhould comply with your anions." 

SoioN retutned ik> more to Athens, imt .died 

abroad^ How old he was at the time of his deceafe, 

^as not agreed even in the days of Flutascli, who fays 

sthatiHeraclides-'Poitticus affirmed that he lived a long 

ft ime. after Piiiftmtiis aifumed the Sovereignty, ivheieas 

Fhanias the Ephefian reported that he .did not liv« 

^iiite two years after, .^lian agrees pretty well with 

'this computation ; for he iays that he died a little 

iOiicT, being decrepid iwith 4ige. Siogenes Laertios 

siitforms us that jiereaclied tlie^ge of four-ibore : but 

(Luciflfn will ihave It that he-lived an hundred years 

and upwards* Where he died Is another difputaiJe 

4)oint. Sonne fay it was in Cjrprus, otheis not. One 

fiys that lie dire^d his bones to be buintd, andlhe 

ififti^s parried to Salamis and fcattered all over the 
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tdand: another treats this as a fable, but acknow- 
ledges at the fame time that many eminent writers 
^ad givea into it» and Ariftotle patticularly. 

The Athenians, after the death of Solon, paict 
him the higheH honors, and ereded for him in the 
Forum and at Salamis, a flatue of brafs, with hif 
hand in his gown, the poUure in which he ufed tc^ 
fpeak» And this honor he moft certainly deferred^ 
ioT the mighty fervices which he had rendered to hi» 
country.. 

T«E very laft day of Solon's Iffe, fome friend* 
of his, who were fitting in his chamber, fell into 
difcourfe, to which he llftened with great attentlon.^ 
Being alked the reafon of . it, he anfweied, " I do 
this, that when I have learned whatfoever it is that 
you difpute about, I may die." A little before his^ 
laft agonies, hearing his brother's fon flng an ode of 
Sappho, he was fo well pleafcd with it, that he call- 
ed the young man to him, and bad him teach it tO' 
him. The reafon of this being alfo demanded^ 
** It is (returned lie) that I may learn, while I an* 
dq>arting out of this life." The writings, wliich he 
left behind him, were, his Laws, Orations, Poems, 
and the Atlantic Hiftory imfinifhed, with his occa- 
fional epiflles. Among the laft is one addrdfed to 
the tyrant of Corinth, wlio was efteemed one of the 
feven Sages of Greece. It is couched in tiie folio w- 
lA^ terms ; 
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Solon to Periander. 

€ "y^O U fend me word that there are many who 
1 plot againft you. If you fhoiild put them all 

* to death, it will profit you nothing. Some one 

* there may be, of thofe whom you fufpe^lnot, who 

* plots againfl you, either fearing f-^r himfelf, or dif^ 
' daining you, or defirous to ingratiate himfelf with the 
'city, tho' you have done him no injur}-. It is bell, 
' if you would be free from jealoufy, to acqutf 

* yourfelf of the caufe. But if you will continue in 
' tyranny, t«ke care to provide a greater ftrength of 
« Grangers than you h^ve of citizens. So ihall yau 
' not need to fear any man, nor to put any one to 

* death/ 

The wifdom, learning and genius of Solon are 
exceedingly commended by authors. He is juftly 
cried up as an orator and poet, as a legiflator, a 
warrior, and a- Patriot. In fine, ancient and mo- 
dern writers all agree, that Solon, without flattery, 
might be ftiled Brave, Wife, and Honeft : how fhall 
we commend him more ? Yet we cannot omit thofe 
beautiful lines of Mc. Thomfon in his praife ; who," 
as he before celebrated the legiilator of Sparta, has 
in his poem of Liberty alfo thus paid the due regard 
to him of Athens ; 

Of fofter genius, but not lefs intent 
To feize the palm of empire, Athens rofe ; 

Where,, 
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Where, with bright marbles big and future pomp, 

Hymettus fpread, amid the fcented day. 

His thymy treafures to the laboring Bee, 

And to botanic hand tlie ftores of health. 

"Wrapt in a foul-attenuating clime. 

Between IlifTus and CephiiTus glow'd 

This Hive of Science, fliedding fweets divine 

Of aftive arts and animated, arms» 

There fond of Liberty, an eafy-mov'd, 

A quick, refin'd, a delicate, humane,. 

Enlighten d people reign'd. Oft on the brink 

Of ruin hurry d by the charm of fpeech, 

Inforclng harty counfel immature, 

Totter'd tlie ralh Democracy ; impois'd. 

And by the rage' devoured, that ever tears 

A populace unequal : part too rich. 

And part or fierce with want or abjefl grown, 

Solon at laft, their mild reflorer, ro'*c ; 

Allay'd the temj^ft ; to the calm of laws 

Reduc'd the fettling whole ; ancl with the weight. 

Which the two fenates to the public lent. 

As with an anchor, hxd tlie driving ftatc. 
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CHAP. I. 
0£ ARISTOMENES.. 

H E MeiTenians, who had for a long 
time borne the cruel treatment of their 
infulting lords, the Lacedaemonians, 
became at laft unable to fuftain it long- 
er. Aristomenes, the fon of Nicomedes of Au- 
dania, defcended of the royal family, was the princi- 
pal promoter of a revolt. He was bold, enter priz- 
ing, intrepid, a man of ftrong judgement, flri<5l: ho- 
nor, and enthuliaflically fond of liberty and his coun^ 
try. He perceived that the Argives and Arcadians 
were friends only by force to tlieSpart ins ^TcawUvvsi^, 
Vols, 11, Ti, ^^^ 
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jind winiing for an opportunity to revenge the many 
injuries, which had been done to them by this haughty, 
nation. To thefc Ar i stomen es made application^ 
and receiving encouragement more conformable to. 
liis wifhes than his expe^tion, he engaged his coun- 
try-men unanimoufly to take up arms. 

About a year after the revolt began, and before 
cither party had received any auxiliaries ; the Spar- 
tans and Meifenians met at a village called Derx, 
where an obftinate engagement enfued. Aristo- 
i^iENEs behaved fo well in this adion, that he 
brought; Viftpiy to his fide,, and was CQnccived to 
have performed more than mortal atchiev^ments. lit 
gpathude therefore to him and to reward his brave* 
xy, refpe6t being alfo had to hisdefcent from Epytus, 
tlie founder of the royal family, his countrymen 
imanimoufly fainted him king.. He modeftly waved 
this titl^, alledging that he took up arms to fcl 
them fi:ee, and not to, make himfelf grqat. He coiv; 
felted however to accept the titl^ of General, with 
a power of dcijig whatfoever he thought requiiitQ 
for tl ^ fervice of the public.. 

KNawiNG the fuperf^ition of the age in wlilch 
he livedo he refolved to iiitimidate the Spartans, by 
jJtiQwitig them what he was fur.e thqy woijld take foij 
;^n ill Oaien., PJlfgujiinghimfelf tiierefore he went 
( 4WQ^^ ^9 ^^^ city, where in the night he hung up 
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a fliield on the wall of the temple of Minerva, with 
this infcription : Aristomenes dcdlcaut this, out 
^ thtfpoil of tlie Spartans, to the Goddefs. 

FlioM tiic rcfotution of the Mcflfeniians, wh*- 
were fired with all the rcfentment that ftripes and\ 
iniprifonnients and indignities of every kind could ^ 
produce, it was eafily peiceived tliat the war would< 
be both long and bloody. The Lacedaemonians, 
therefore fent deputies to Delphi, to enquire of the 
Oracle concerning its event. The anfwer which they 
brought back, was, that It behovodthe Spartans to feek 
a Leadtrfrom Athtns, The Athenians were therefore 
applied to on this occaiion, and, being naturally 
envious of the Spartans, grafted their requeft indeed, 
but in fucli a manner as manifefted their ill-wilL 
For they fent them one Tyrtasus to be their General^ 
a fchool-niaftcr and a poet, and who was fufpedted- 
U) be a little difordered in brain. But here their (kill, 
failed I hem. For this captain, notwithllanding his 
defpicable appearance, proved of mighty confe-* 
quence to Gparta, intruding them how to ufe their. 
good, and how tp bear up luidej evil Fortune. 

Ti?. the mean time Aristomenes had drawn 
together a mighty army; the Eleans, Argrves, Si- 
cyonians,.^gnd Arcadians having fent troops to his 
^^fTiftance ; the Sparlans having in this war no ally 
j^t Corinth, TUe. Sp^rtau kings, according to the. 
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ciiftom cf llicir city, no fooner took the field, tharij 
iK>tuLtiiflanfilng the infejiority of their numbers, they 
orTcrcd Kittle to the enemy. This was readily ac- 
cepted by ARisTOiMENES. The engagement was 
lonjif, obftinate, and bloody. But in the end the 
MciTenians werevif^orious; and the I^^cedzmonians 
beinjr fon-red to betake themfelves to flight, were pur- 
fued with g^reat flaiighter. Aristomenes follow- 
ed them clofe, notwithllanding that Theocles, the 
focth-fajxr, averred that 4ie faw Caftor and Pollux 
in a tree, by which there was a necellity of his paf- 
iing in the purfuit> and therefore called him back* 
But the warm general, continued his progrefs for ali 
. this, and, when he came to the tree, loft his fhield* 
This gave the Lacedxmonians an opportunity of 
withdrawing without further lofs*. It is fcarce to be 
conceived how much the Spartans were difpirited 
with this defeat!. They grew weary of tlie war, dif- 
fiitisfied with theiir kings, and diffident of tlieir own 
power. In a word, they- funk into a general uneaiw 
iiefs, and were difcouraged to the lafl degree. 

In this univerfal' d^fpondence the Atheniaiii 
General convinced them, that he was capable of- 
fulfilling all the promifes of the Oracle.. He direft- 
ed them by his counfels ; he advifed them to re»- 
cruit their broken armies by chofen men from among^ 
the Ilelotes. He Ihewed them the danger and cx-- 
treme fcily of dii^djeaccv He roufed. them to the- 
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praftice of thofe virtues,, for which Sparta lud been 
hitherto eminent ; and encouraged them in a wonder- 
ful manner by his poems. " Tyrteus, O moft di- 
*' vine poet, (faid Plato of him afterwards) to us 
'*"thou feemeft wife and virtuous, for having adorn- 
*• ed, with fuch excellent praifes, thofe who difting* 
*' uilhed themfelvcs in battle." For thus, as Horace 
in his art of poetrj' obferves, 

Tyrtxus, by the Mufe infpir'd. 

To deeds of arms the martial fpirit fir'd. 

To give our readers a tafte of the genius of thit 
ancient poet, we fhall fubjoin a tranflation of one 
of his performances on this occafion ; 

In deathlefs verfc no more the man be nam'd. 
Or for the race, or ftrong Palaeftra^ fam'd ; 
In fize and Nerves, with Cyclops, tho' he vies. 
Or fwifter than the Thracian Boreas, flies ; 
Tho' fair Tithonus he furpafs in grace. 
Or more than Midas, heaps of gold polTefs ; 
More abfolute than Pelops, tho' he reign'd. 
Or more perfuaflon than Adraftus, gain'd ; 
Or ev'ry honor with the nobleft, fhare : 
All but impetuous force in glorious war. 
No Heroe he ;' unlefs his eyes furvey. 
With ftern delight, the fanguinary fray ; 
Unlefs with Ihield to iliicld, he prefs the foe. 
And foot to foot,' exchanging blow for bloM^. 
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of the war, the Spartans with a great force entered 
MelTenia, whither Ariftoc rates, king of Aicadia, 
was come. with a great body of troops, totheaffift- 
ance of his allies. Aristomenes therefore made 
no difficulty of fighting, when the Spartans approach- 
ed, Bi|t, tliey entering privately into a ne^tiation 
•with Ariftociates, engaged him with bribes and pro- 
njifes to betray his confederates. When therefore the 
battle beg^n^ the deceitful Ar<;adian reprefented ta 
the forces under his command, the mighty danger 
they were jn, and the great difficulty there would 
b^ of retreatipg ioto their own country, in cafe the 
battle fhould be loil« Hg then pretended that the fa- 
crificcs were unfavorable, and having terrified hia 
Arcadians into that difpofition of mind which was 
fitteft to ferve his villainous purpofe, he not only 
drew them off from both w ings, but in his flight 
fprced through the Meflenian Ranks, and pi^t then* 
ii>to confulion likewife, Aiiistomenes howe\'^er,^ 
and his troops, drew themfelves into clof^ order j^ 
that they might defend themfelves the beft they 
cpuld. And indeed they had need of all their valor 
and fkilU For the Lacedaemonians, who expeded 
this event, immediately attacked and furroimdecl 
them on all fides. Fortune and numbers were at this; ' 
tijtne too powerful for the courage and couduft of 
the MefTenians : fo that, notwithflanding their iit- 
mofl efforts, the greater part of the army was cut 
in pieces, and amongil'them, the ch.ef of the aobility, 

Ams-^ 
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Aristomemes, with the poor remitnt of hit 
fhatrered forces, retired as wellas he could ; and per- 
ceiving that it was now impoffible to maintain the* 
war againft the Lacedaemonians upon equal terms, he* 
exhorted his country-men to fortify moimt Era, and^ 
to make the bed difpofition pofTible for a long de- 
fence. He likewife placed' garrifons in Pylos and 
Methone on the fba-coails ; and to thefe three placcs- 
Ke gathered all the inliabitants, leaving the reft of: 
Meflenia to the mercy of tlie Spartans* 

On the other hand, the Lacedaemonians l6oked^ 
on the war as already iinifhed in a manner. For this 
reafon they divided the lands among their own citi- 
zens, and canfed them tO' be carefiilly activated, 
while they beiieged Era. But Ar i stom kn e s quick- - 
ly convinced them tliat the war was far from being 
over. He chofe out of all the Meflenians three 
hundred men. With tliefe he ravaged all the ad-- 
jacent country, carrj'ing off a prodigious bootjr.. 
And when MeiTenia could no longer fupply the wants 
of his garrifon, he penetrated into Laconia, and bore * 
away corn, wine, cattle, and whatever elfe was ne- 
ceflary to the|fubfifteuce of his country-men fhut up in 
Bra. So that at laft the Spartans were con (drained t^ - 
ifiue a proclamation, which prohibited the cultiva- 
tion not only of the Mdrenian territory, in their 
i^nds, but alfo of Laconia in its vicinity. By this 
impolite procedure they difireifed themfelves more- 
C 3 \.W^ 
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thaa their enemies, introdufcing at lafi* a famine hil!o> 
SparU' itfelf, which brCHight with it itsufualattendst. 
ant. Sedition. Here again; ajl. things had gone- 
wfong, if the wifdom of theic poetical general Tyr-. 
talus had not fiipported the Spartan courage. Noi^ 
was it without much di^cuUy than be Infiuencedt 
Ihem to continue the blockade of Era » and to maiar 
Uiu a flying camp for the tecurity of the country. 

Aristomehes, ia fpight of all thefe. piecauti*^ 
oi)S> committed terrible depredations witli his fmall 
corps of thii?e hundred'meit*. Amongit other plates, 
whicli he plundered, the city of Amiclse was one^: 
From this pl^ce he carjied not only a. great quantit^t^* 
of riches, but alfo many carriages loadea witli prar 
vifions. Thekings of Sparta, lyingwith their troops,- 
in its neiglibourhood, as foon a^ they were iaformed^. 
,cf this expedition, marched after Aristomenes.. 
with the utmoft diligence; and, as the Mefiienians; 
were cnpumbered with their booty, can^e up wither 
tliem, before they could reach ErSt In this ii^uatlow^ . 
of things, Aristomenes, prompted rather hyde*- 
fpair thai^. prudence:, difpofed his troops ii> order ot- 
battle, and, notwitftaading they were fo few, made^ 
a longai^d vigorous, refinance againil.the wJiole Lar 
cedaemonian army.^ At lengik however, nunibenu 
prevailed. Tlve greaieft part of. the . Meifeniansnvere' 
flain upon the fpot, and Aristom-snes, wi^h a^. 
bout fifty of his Qieo# who furvived the flaughtec^.. 
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were taken prifoners* Aristome^ies himfelf had 
received fo many wounds, that he was fenfeleCs,. 
when tiiey carried him away* 

The Lacedaemonians expreiTod the loudd^joy 
at the* fight of this illuftrious captive, wJio for fo ' 
many years, by his fmgle abilities, had enabled his 
exhaulted country, to defend itfelf againft the whole 
force of the mod powerful and military (late in 
Greece. But when he was recovered of his wounds, 
their behaviour towards him was moft ungenerous 
and unbecoming a brave enemy. For they ordered ' 
him, and all his fellow^rifoners> to be thrown to* 
gether into a deep cavern : which was the common 
kind of punifhment for the loweft offenders. This 
judgment was executed with tlie utmoft feverity, ex- 
cepting that Aristomenes had the indulgence to 
put on his armour,. Three days he continued in this 
difmal place, lying upon, and covered with, dead- 
bodies. The tliird day, he was almoft famifhed fof 
i«ant of food, and almoft poifoned with the Oencli 
of corrupted carcafes, when he heard a fox gnawing 
a body near him. Upon this, . he imcovered his foce ; 
and perceiving the fox juft by him, he, with one 
hand,, feized one of his hinder legs, and with the* 
other defended his face by catching hold of his jaw, 
when he attempted to bite him. Following as well as< 
he could, his flraggling guide, the fox at iaf^ thnift* 
tts head into, a littlo hole* Aaisxom-emes thcn^ 
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letting go 1ms leg, he foon forced hb way tlirouglf,. 
aud o|icned apaffage to the welcome rays of light,, 
from which the noble Meflenian* had been. fo long . 
debarred. Feeble as he was, he wrought himfelf an 
out-let with kis nails ; and travelling by night with 
all the QxpAlition he could, at length he arrived* 
fafe at Era, to the inexpreflible joy and amazement. 
of his country-men. When thefe. news were firft 
blazed abroad, the Spartans would have had tlie: 
whole to pafs for a fiftion.. But Aristomenes 
foon put the truth of it t)Ut of doubt,. by falling up« 
on the pods of the CociiUhians, who as allies to the : 
Spartans, had a cpniiderable body of troops before : 
Era* Mod of;thei4^ officers^ with a. muUitude of . 
pxivate men^ were ilain^. and thehr camppiBaged^ 
In ihort, he did them fo much mifchief, that the- 
Spartans, under the pretence of an approaching fef*. 
tival, agreed to a ceffatlon of arms for forty days>, 
th^t they might have .time to buiy their dead. . 

Ok this occaiibn, Ar i stom ev es, for the fecond^ 
time, celebrated the Hecatompthonia, or. the facri*- 
fi^e appointed for thofe, .who Jiad killed an hundred; 
of the enemy with their, own^Jiands. And lie lived; 
to do it a third.time, Tliis will appear very extra- 
ordinary to -the reader, when, he is informed, thatt 
iiolwithflandmg this tnice, certain Cretan; archers,. 
in the fervicc of the Spartans, feized Aristomen-^ 
ss, as he was walking without the wallsi and carriedT. 

hini' 
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him away prifoner. There were nine of them in all. 
Two of them flew with the hews to Sparta ; and fe- 
ven remained to guard their prifoner, whom they 
bound, and conduced to a folitary cottage, inha- 
bited only by a widow and her daughter. It fo fell 
out that the young woman had dreanfcd the night 
before, that ihe faw a lion without claws, bound, 
and dragged along by wolves ; and that fhe having 
loofed his bonds and given him claws, he immedi- 
ately tore the wolves to pieces. As foon as Aris- 
TOMENEs came into the cottage, and her mother^ 
who knew him, had told the daughter who he was, 
ibe initantly concluded that her dream was fulfilled. 
She therefore plied the Cretans with drink, which 
they fwallowed freely, and when they were aflcep, 
took a poniard froin one of them, cut the thongs 
with which Aristomenes was bound, and then 
put it into his hand?. He prefently verified her vifl- 
on, by putting all his guards to death. He then 
carried her and her mother to Era, where, as a re- 
ward for her fervice, he married the young woman 
to his fon Gorgus, then about eighteen years of age. 

But the fate ofMeffenewas now approaching, 
notwithftanding the invincible fpirit of its gejieral. 
When Era was firft befiegcd, perfons had been fent 
to confult the Oracle at Delphi, concerning the e- 
vent. The anfwer was very difagreeablc, being to 
this purpofe, 
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Thy fate, i/Uffcne, now is near at hand. 
Nor can I longer the decree withfhuid. 
Than 'till the He-goat from it banks ihall try '. 
To tafte of Neda'i Oreams, that fwiftly %^ 

Tub word which is made to fignify an He-goat' 
in thefe lines, is Tragos in the Greek language-' 
Hence it came to pafs, that the Meflenians were 
fcrupnioufly careful that no he-goat fhould come near 
the river. But, when tiie fate of Era, on which tha» 
of the wljple territory depended, did realty approach,* 
it appeared that the Oracle (as was frequently the* 
cafe) had been quite mifiuiderftood. For Theode^ 
the foothfayer, obferving certain wihi figs whiclr 
grew by the river's fide, no longer (hooting -tlieic : 
leaves upwards as they were wont to do, but bead- 
ing them down towards the river, recollected that,, 
altlio* the other Greeks called this tree Olynthos, yet 
tUe Meifenians called it Tragos. He therefore gave 
notice of this to Aristomenes, and told him* 
plainly, that he apprehended the Oracle to be ful- 
filled theriiby. Upon this Aristomenes took a- 
certain facred Depofitum, which Lycus the fon of 
Pandion had foretold fhould be preferved *till the 
Meflcnians were totally deftroyed. This he buried; 
in the moft private part of the mountain Ithome. In- 
doing which };e hazarded his life, by venturing wifli-* 
out tlte wajls q1 Era. 
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When Era had now held out near eleven years, 
it fell into the hands of the enemy by an accident. 
iTlie fervasil of one EmpiramuSy a Spartan commander, 
^driving his matter's cattle to drink at the river Neda, 
«iet frequently with the wife of a MefTcnirvn^ whom 
lie^ngag;ed in an amour. This woman gave him 
notice tliat her huihand's houfe was without the wall ; 
fo that he could come to it without daikger, wheA 
the good man was abroad. She likewife gave liini 
iuteUigence, when ker hufband was upon dufy in 
garriibiu The Spartan failed not to come, at the 
the time appointed ; but they had not been long itt 
bed, before tlie hulband leturned. This put tht 
houfe into great confufion. The woman however 
iecured lier gallant, and then let in her hulband whom 
ihe received, in appearance, with great joy, en^ 
jquiring again and again by what exccfs of good for- 
tune Ihe was fo unexpededly bleffcd with his return. 
The innocent MclTenian told her tliat Arjstomen- 
£S beiag detained in lus bed by a wound, the foldi- 
^rs, knowing that he could. not walk the rounds, had 
a grant from their o^ers to retire to their houfes; 
to avoid the bitter inclemency of the ieafofi. TIic 
spartan, after lie liad heard this, crept as foon and 
a5 foftly as he could, out of doors, and haflened 
away to ^arry the news to his maftcr. It fo hap- 
pened tliat the kings were at this time abfent from 
the camp, and Empir^mus liad tlic chief command of 
|l\e aimy^ As dtXHi as he icceivcd tkis infoimatiDii^ 
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he ordered his army to begin to miSlrch^ though it 
rained exceflivcly, and there was'no moon-light. 
The fellow guided them to the ford, and managed 
matters fo well, that they feized all the Meflcnian 
pofts. Yet after all, they were afraid to engage. 
Darknefs, an high wind, heavy rain, together with 
the dread of Aristom£N£s, kept them quiet in 
the places which they had feized. 

But as foon as it was light, the attack began ; 
and Era had been quickly taken, if only -the men 
had defended it. But the women fought with fuch 
fury, and by mingling in the fray, brought fuch an 
acceflion of numbersi as made the event doubtful. 
Tluree days and two nights this defperate engagement 
laded. At Lift, all hopes of preferving the city be- 
ing loft, Aristomenes drew off his wearied troops. 
Early on the fourth morning, lie difpofed the wo- 
men and children in the centre, the Meflenian youth 
in the front and rear, and the men, who were lefs 
able, in the main body. Himfelf commanded the 
van ; the rear-guard was brought up by Gorgus and 
Manticlus, the former the fon of Aristomenes, 
the latter of Theocles, a Meffenian of great merit, 
who fell with much glory in this attack, fighting va- 
liantly in the caufe of his country. When all things 
were ready, Aristomenes caufed the laft barrier 
to be thrown open, and, brandifliing his fpear, 
marched directly towards the Spartan troops, in 

order 
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erder to force a paiTage. Empiramus, perceiving his 
intent, ordered his men to open to the right and left, 
and frcdy gave tlicm the pafTage which he durft not 
difpute with them. So that Aristomenes march* 
ed off with all his people^ in triumph, as it wctc^ 
towards Arcadia. 

The Arcadians, when they heard tlut Era was 
taken, were very defirous of fuccouring their old 
confederates in this deep diftrefs. They therefore 
entreated their king Ariftocrates to lead them info 
Meifenia. But he, corrupted by the Lacedannonians, 
perfuaded them tliat it was too late; that the Meffen- 
ians were all cut off; and that fuch a ftep would only, 
cxpofc them to the fury of tlie conquerors. When 
the thing appeared to be otherwife, and it was 
known that Aristomenes was on the frontiers of 
Arcadia^ they went in crowds to carry him provifi- 
ens, and to tefHfy their readine(s to afford him, and 
thofe under liis command, all the ailifhnce in their 
power. Aristomenes defired to be heard before 
a general aflembly ; which being accordingly con- 
voked, he there opened the boldefl and bcil-laid 
icheme recorded in hiftory. He faid that he had yet 
five hundred undaunted foldiers, who would under* 
take any thing that himfelf fhould think proper to 
command ; that it was very probable that moil of the 
Spartans were at that time employed in pillaging 
Era ; and that therefore he was determined, with 
Vol. II. D N^^vj: 
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tlielr afTiilance^ to march and furprize. Sparta* Tlifs 
^pp^ared fo feafibte, that all the aflfonbly loudly 
cooimended his great capacity and unihaken cour^ 
age. Afiftoc rates Itowever took care to betray him 
;jgain, having, by various pretences, netarded the 
execution of the projeft. The Aro^dians, who be- 
gan to fufpeft him, waited for, and furprized his 
ineffengcT on his return. TJiey took tlie letters from 
hm, and read them openly in the affembly. Tlie 
purport of. them was, that they acknowledged his 
great klndnefs both now and in the battle ^; and pro- 
ofed that tlve Lacedaemonians y^ould be gratefi^; 
As fcon as the letters were read, *the Arcadians 
were fo eiwaged with indigtiation, tii^t tliey fell ii^* 
mediately to ftoning; tjieir king,.frjeqMently calling 
upon the Meffe^ians to ^ lend tlieir afTii^ance in this 
meritorious exec^ition.' Yet tlje Meflenians. did not 
Air, waiting for the orders of Aristdmen e^. But 
this truly great man, far from tjfiumphing in this 
fpcftacle, Aood dill witii his eyes fixed on the 
ground whic4i he ^Doiflened with his tears; his foul 
being pierced with (otiow to fae a crowned head fo 
Ihamefully and £o deiervedly put to death. The Ar- 
cadians afterwards ^refled a monument over him, 
with an iafcription to perpetuate his infamy. 

As for tlp^ .Mefieni4n3. mdec itlie co^unand oC 
GoTgus and Maotj^us, th#y paf&d ovex into Sicily ; 
iftjierp tj^yfQuoded the city of Me^ne, oneof thc^ 

moft 
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moft famous in the ifland. Aristomenes, Iioiv- 
eVeir, remained in Greece, where he married all hi* 
daughters, except the youngeft, to pcrfons of great 
tank. 

A prince of Rhodes, enquiring of the Oracle at! 
Delphi, Whom he fhould ef}X)ufe, that his fubjei^* 
migiit be happy imder his potteity, was diredted to 
marry the daughter of the moft worthy of the Greek?. 
This anfwelr was immedi£itely tmdefftood to point at 
the virgin-daughter of ARi8ToMkN«5. Her there- 
fore he demanded and received, Aristomske^ 
iaccompanying hhn back to his dominions* Here, her 
formed a fcheme of uniting^ the L^'dians and Medei 
againft the Spartans, refolving, with this view to go 
into Media, and to the court of Sardis, But, white 
he meditated thcfe great things, death furprifcd him, 
and tliereby freed Lacediemon from the moft inveter- 
ate enemy tlwt ever (he was engaged with. His fon- 
in law honored his memory with a moft magnificent 
tomb. And as for his fame, all hiftorians liave fhewiij 
the utmoft regard in conferving it. 

Patriot, or Hero, Prince, whatc^ef thy name, 
AVhofe fole endeavour is immortal Fame, 
This praife may well thy beftambition pleafe. 
If next in rank to Aristomehes.. 

C 2 CHAF. 
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C H A p. II. 
Of SAPPHO. 

HEROISM IS by no means confined to military 
atchievements, or to the male part of the hu- 
man fpecies, to which they chiefly belong. For He- 
ro'ifm or Virtue, in the general acceptation of it, is 
that complication of great and excellent qualities^ 
which conilitutes an extraordinary perfon. To tliis 
the fex have undoubtedly an equal right, and, was 
It not for their confined education, might put in a 
more frequent claim to it. 

Few names of antiquity, among the ladies cfpe- 
cially, have been tranfmitted to us, with a luftre 
equal to that of Sappho. Yet fhe has been much 
miftaken, and her fame inadvertently injured by in- 
judicious writers : fo that it is necefTary to do that 
juftice to this iUuftrious charafter, which no one elfe 
hath hitherto underuken. 

V 

This, cify of Mitylene in the ifland of Lefbos, 
was the place of her birth. This city was andenily 
the feat of all polite arts and literature. There Arif- 
isr^tJe icfided^ two years, that he might improve by 

* the 
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the converfation of the learned men of the pla* r. 
-There Epicurus read public ledhires at thirty yea';.. ^^ 
«ge- It gave birth alfo to Pitjfacus the Sage ; ,U '■* 
caus the famous Lyric poet, contemporary with on; 
Heroine ; to Terpander, who was tlie firft that fit- 
ted feven firings to the Lyre, which gave occaiTon to 
the Fable of Orpheus's head being heard to fpeak ia 
this ifland, after it was cut off in Thrace, as Eufta- 
thiu«:ing«nioiifly explains it ; to Hellanicus the ca- . 
lebrated hiftorian ; to Diophanes the Rlietorican ; 
to the learned Theophanes, the favourite of Pom- 
pey ; and many other eminent peifonsr But the»y 
eftecmed it their greateft honor to have given birth 
to this famous Heroine. For which reafon the Mi- 
tylcnseans (lamped her image upon their coins^ One 
of thefe is in the colted ion of lord Pembroke, with, 
a Pegafus on the reverfe.. 

She wai the daughter of Scamandronymiis of the 
fame city, and is called the fair Sappho, by Phwdru*- 
in Plato ; but this epithet is applied to her, notoir . 
account of her beauty, but her learning, wifdom and 
\irtue. For Plato in that dialogue is profeltcdiy 
fpeaking of the wife men and women among the anci- 
ents, and, with ref^jedV to tlie laft;, makes mention: 
of Sappho only. Strabo calls l\er a prodigy, ** Nor 
*' lia.ve we," fays he, " in all fo remarkable antiquity' 
*' any woman equal, or in the leaft comparable t«. 
kcr;' It is tjuc that he fpegks with an eye to her 
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poetical endowments. But the fragments, that lis 
fiiain to us of her coihpofitioiis, befpeak her through- 
ly averfe to Vice, and peifedly ia Icfvt with Virtue^ 
A young man beuig fhe^^n to her, whofe beauty wast 
Miuch tiken n<t>tice of, ilie anfwered^ 

Much beauty in his face Iread, 
If good, he ihali be fair indeed ! 

And on the fubjeA of niches, thus fht writes^ 

Riches, when Virtue's charms are hid,. 
Are worthlefs, as the barren weed : 
In both, well-temper'd, yet we i5?e 
The fun) cf all felicity. 

Her. reproof of Aljcxus is greatly to our purpofS?^ 
aad exceedingly pretty. That poet and patriot, for 
]^e was botli iu a. very eminent degree, was much, 
pf the fame jovial; dif^pofition wjth his after-imitator 
Hoi ace ; and feems at oi>e time to;Jli^!e entertained. 
:^me deiign upon this lady s Virtue. Hb addireifed he^ 
in tl e following ftrain. 

Fain would I fpeak •^butModefly forbids,. 

To which flie wrote the following anfwer. 

If love of what is good or fair, 
Engag'd thy mind and^claim'd. thj^ care^ 
And only purity of will 
4.eftrain'4 ih^ tongi;c . from fpcakkig- ill; 
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Scarce had thy Modefty conce^rd. 

For Goodnefs ftiU is beft reveal'd. ^ 

She is reprefented by Maximus Tyrkis and" others 
lo liave been of a brown complexion and lillle in fta* 
ture. To this Ovid alludes in his epiftle wiilch he 
wrote in her name to Phaon ;. 

Tho* fmall and hrown I am, not fmall howe'cr. 
When meafur'd by the mighty fame I bear \ 
And erft Andromeda her Perfeus warm'd. 
With native Ethiopian Hue Ihe charm'd. 

The fame of oiir Heroine, fo much and fo wide* 

ly celebrated as it was, gave occaiion for the fond* 

nefs of many mothers afterwards to confer the fame 

^name upon their cliildren. And this too gave occa- 

iion to the miftakes already hinted at* Tims it ap« 

pears from this epiftle that Ovid and Suidas have 

'fallen into the fame error. For it was not- our Sap- 

• ^HO that was in love wirh Phaon, but one later 6f 

' the fame name, called the Ereflian Sappho, who, 

according to the lalt of thefe, was a poetefs alfo,. 

But this laft qualification he has given to her upon 

no authority at all. For Ihe was remarkable only for 

her love of Phaon, and the diflblutenefs of her own 

'character, 

Thi-s Phaon was the mailer of a veflel, employed 
lli^CRrjj[ing paffengera from Lofbos ta the. continent 
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Afia. Tills is the account which * iEl Fan, LucIaiTy 
fe'f. give of him. He is i^id in the old fabulous 
way, lo have been laid by Venus in a bed of Lettuce, 
By which no more is fignified than his natuxal coldjaefs 
with regard to matters of lore* His extraordinary 
beauty has laid the foundation oi another ftoiy of ' 
the fame fort. It is faid that Veaus came to him and 
required him to Convey her to fuch a place, which 
lie readily undertook, tho* he knew not who Ihe was,, 
and performed it with fuch care and civility, tliat 
on her landing fhe prefented him with a box of 
unguent, fo precrous, that, by anointing himfelC 
with it, he became fo charming,, that alltlie womeai 
of Mitylene fell in love with him. His natural cold- 
Bcfs however was not fo great, but tliat he was at 
lail caught and flain, in the adl of adultery. But tft^ 
ictura from this fliort, yet neceffary digreflion*. 

Sappho was perfeftly genteel herfelf ; for in.a 
fragment yet remaining, Ihe blames the want of this 
excellent qualification in others. Her converfation 
was fprightly ; for it appears alfo from her works, 
that fhe conlidered fadnefs or heavinefs to be quite 
inconfiftent with, poetical endowments. Ficinus in 
bis comment upon Plato could therefore have little 
reafon for faying, that according to her own ac- 
count, fhe was of a melancholy difpolition. To her 
, external advantages we can only add, that there 
was fomelhing iaexpreffibly engaging in all her. air 
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With all thefe advantages, the excellencies of 
lier mind were far fuperior to thofcof her perfon. 
Her fentiments were moft delicate, fhe had a rare 
felicity of expreffion, and an admirable judgement. 
Such charms could not long be A*ithout admirers. 
Indeed they were fo numerous, as to excite the envy 
and the rage of the Lefbian ladies ;^ which were 
freely vented in the ufual Way of fcandal and de- 
Camation. Thofe of her own intimate acquaintance 
were fome of the mod beautiful and accompliihed 
women in the tiland. As therefore the others could 
find nothing criminal in her conduft with refpe£l to 
the men ; they ^ve out that her modefty was entire* 
ly counterfeit ; that, notwithftanding her pretended 
Virtue, fhe was engaged in a ftrange and vicious 
familiarity with thofe of her own fex. Horace in 
one of his odes, has introduced her among the Ihades 
below, in company with Alcaeus, being the two prin- 
cipal of the Lyric poets, complaining of tliis in juft- 
ice, The paflage is thus tranflated by Mr» Francis* 

How near was I thofe dreary plains,^ 
Where Pluto's auburn confort reigns. 
Where awful fits the judge of hell. 
Where pious fpirits blifsful dwell. 
Where Safpiio In melodious ilraias, . 
Q( cruel cahimny complains, 
Alcaeus fweeps the golden ftringi. 
And feaS| and war, and ^xil fings ; - 
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Thus while they ftrike the various Lyrtfr' 
The ghofts the fokmn fou&ds admire. 

Madam Dacier> upon the place, has for the 
honor of her fex, imdertaken the defence of Sa.ppho 
agatn(l thefe calumnies. She believes that Horace 
intends by thefe drains, which the ghofts hear4 with 
fo much pleafure, the fongs which Safpho had reaU 
ly compofed againft the unreafonable jealouiies oC 
her country-women, whence fome wi iters have treat- 
ed her memory with fo nmicii cruelty. Indeed tlie 
foie foundation of this cenfure, was that admiratioa 
of iBeauty which fhe profe£fed to entertain, and wliick 
ijie has defcribed in the following manner* 

If it be wealtneft, it h mine. 
To love per?e6tions where they fhine r 
Of all the things I fee, whate er 
Are fplendid, beautiful and fair. 
Like the bright fun, a charm impart,. 
Attradl my eye, and gain my heart* 

But this is no more than the fame, admiration^ 
■which Socrate^and Plato profefTed to have for that 
conftitution or harmony of parts which fornied with 
them the to kalon, or keautiful. And on this 
footing Maximius Tyrius has fufficiently vindicated 
the loves of Socrates and Sappho, Ihewing that the 
affeftion, which the firft entertained for particular 
snen, and the laft for particidar women, was of the- 
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fatne fort, and both innocent and laudable, from 
tiieir general charaftcr ; from the ccnfomiity of 
their fcntimcnts and exprcffiions ; and firom the 
great improbability that any thing vicious or unna- 
tural of this kiJid in the former, could have efcap- 
ed the piercing inquifition of his virulent accufers. 
But there are charms in beauty, which, wherever it 
appears, no feniible perfon can view with indiffer- 
ence. 

Thus, as Athen»us obferves, all her defires, * 
€ven thofe excited in her by the violent paifion of 
love (for her affections were not confined to her own 
iex), were yet fplendid and honorable^ and po&sSCwg 

tlie property of Virtue- 

This will further appear from her behaviour 
towards her brother Charaxus and his miftrefs. This 
young gentleman was remarkable for the graceful- 
iiefs of his perfon. He tra^-^eifed the feas as a mer- 
chant, and in Egypt met whh a famous courtefan, 
called Rhodope in that country, but whofe real 
name was Dorica of Naucratis. He redeemed her 
from llavery, and in a manner ruined his fortune by 
gratifying her extravagance, Sappho employed 
all Iier eloquence and perfuafion to reclaim her bro- 
ther ; but to no purpofe. Finding her endeavours 
therefore on that fide inrifeAual, flie expreffed her 
indignation and difdamof his mifhrefs, whofe cha- 
jadei flie det'cfi^^ in this faty ileal piece. 
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On Dorica wearing a wreath. 

Thofe lovely trefTes Ihould be crown d. 
Bind, Dorica, the chaplet rounds 
With the gay wreath adorn thy brow> 
The verdant wreath, frefh fpringing now : 
In this delightful office try'd 
Thy tender hands arc well employ d ; 
So may the Gods be ready found. 
Who love to take the vidllm crown d: 

I apprehend the following alfo, which is faid to 
have been compofed upon a certain rich woman, to 
be applicable to the fame perfon* 

In death's ftrong pangs expeft to lie. 
And at the lail unpitied die. 
No dear memorial left behind 
Tliat once thou waft of woman-kind ; 
No name embalm'd expeft, nor eer 
Pierian Rofes thou to Ihare ; 
But with accurfed fouls to dwell 
Amidft the gloom of lowed hell. 
For, of the Ihades, which thither go. 
Not one ihall fee the blefs*d below. 

Thus the manner in \yhich fhc declares hcrfelf 
{Publicly and conftantly againft her brother, who 
dilhonored himfcif and his family by his engagements 
With this proilitute; that veneration which the 

■^\Vil<Muans 
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Mifylenians preferved for her, evtn after hier death> » 
and the violence <^ that paflion, which occaiioncd 
her untimely end, may juftly make us fufpeifl that, 
fcandal and calumny have treated her with their ufu- 
al juftice, in their defcrijptions of llic licencioufnefs 
of licr manners. 

We had almoft forgotten, amongft tkc other ac- 
complilhments of our Heroine, to mention her tafte 
f^r mufic, and her proficiency in that fine art, parti- 
cularly on the Lyre ; for which fhe invented the 
Pedis or inilrument with which it was played, and 
to which Ihc fet and fung her own moft excellent 
compofitions. Such indeed they were, as any one 
may be convinced by what remains. For of all the 
mutilated poets of antiquity, there is none, fays Mr. 
Addifon, whofe fragments are fo beautiful as thofe 
of S A F p H o • They give us a tafte of her way of writ- 
ing, which is perfedly oonformablc with that ex»- 
traordinary account which we find of her, in tlie re- 
marks of thofe great critics, who were converfant 
with her works, when they were entire. One may 
fee by what is left of them, that Ihe followed nature 
in all her thoughts, without defcending to thofe lit- 
tle points, conceits, and turns of wit, with wliich 
many of our modem Lyrics are fo mtferably infedted. 
Her foul feems to have been made up of love and 
poetry. She felt the pailion in all its warmth, and 
defcribed it in all its fymptoms. ShQ is called by 

Vol, II, E :x\nk-v<5s«5l 
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ancient authors the tenth Mufe ; and by Plutarch is 
compared to Cacus the fon of Vulcan, who breathed 
out nothing but flame. I do not know, by tlie cha- 
radler tliat is given of her works, whether it is not 
ioi the benefit of mankind that they are loft* They 
are filled with fuch bewitching tend«mefs4iad rap- 
ture, that it might liavc been dangerous to luve giv- 
en them a reading. 

But we are by no means of Mr. Addifon's opin- 
ion, a^d think that the world has lo(l, by the mutila- 
tion of her works, a very noble and rational enter- 
tainment ; for it very unfortunately happened for 
this lady that flie placed *her love at laft upon an ob- 
jedl infeniible and unworthy of it. So tliat all lier de- 
licriptions run upon the fide of difappointed paiHon. 
The following tranflation of her Ode to Venus is 
given us in the Spedator. The reader will find in it 
that pathetic fimplicity, which is fuitable to the o- 
riginal. This Ode in the Gredc has feveral harmon- 
ious turns in the words, which are not loft in the 
Englifli. The tranflation lias prefervcd every image 
fiind fentimeot of Sapfko, notwithftanding it has 
all the eafe and fpirit of an original. In a word, if 
ilie ladies have a mind to know the manner of writ- 
ing praffifcd by the fo much celebrated Sappho, 
they may here fee it in its genuine and natural 
beauty, without any foreign or affected ornaments. 

ODE 
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ODE to VENUS. 

I. 

OVe N u s , beauty of the (kies. 
To whom a thoufand temples rife. 
Gaily falfe in gentle fmiles. 
Full of love-perplexing wiles ; 
O Goddefi, from my heart remove 
The wafting cares and pains of love; 

n. 

If ever thou haft kindly heard 
A fong iiv (oh diHrefa preft^r'd,. 
Pr9pitious to my tuneful voW, 

gentle Goddefs ! hear me now. 
Defcend, thou bright immortal gueft> 
In all thy radiant charms conieft. 

IIT. 
Thou once didft leave almighty Jove^ 
And all the golden roofs above : 
The car thy wanton fparrows drew, 
Hov'ring in air they lightly flew ; 
As to my bow*r they wing'd their way^ 

1 faw their q^uiv'ring pinions play. 

The birds difmift (while you remain) 
Bore back their en>pty car again : 
Then you with looks divinely mildj. 
In ev'ry heav'nly feature fmil'd^ 

E 2, ^SsA. 
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And afk'd what new complaints } madCj, 
And why I calTd you to my aid ? 

V. 
\\'ha;t frenzy m my boibm rag'd^ 
And by w hat cure to be affuag'd ? 
What gentle youth I would allurCi, 
Whom in my artful toils iecure > 
Who does thy tendec heart fubdue^. 
Tell me^ my Sapfho, tdl me who ^ 

Tho' now. he fhuns thy longing arms. 
He foon ihall court thy flighted charm»^ 
Tho' now thy ofTrings he defpife^ 
He foon to thee Ihall facrlfice ; 
Tho' now he freeste, he foon fliall burn> 
And be thy viftim ia his turn. 

VII. 
Celeftral vifitant, once more 
Thy needful prefence I implore ? 
In pity come and eafe my grief. 
Bring my diftemper'd foul relief. 
Favour thy fiippliant's hidden fires^ 
And give me all my.l>eart defires. 

There is yet another Ode remaining of this 
lady, concerning the occafion of which, authors are 
much divided in osiaion% The learned Peaxce ia 
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his annotations on Longinus, and with him agrees 
the Oxford editor of tlie Remains of the Elegiac and 
Lyric Poets in Greek without accents, fup}X)fes it to 
cxprefs a violent fit of refentment on Safvho's 
furprizing her brother Charaxus in company with: 
Dorica. This is really nioft amazing,, and Ihews 
what little dependence there is upon the conjedures^ 
of commentators. For ft is not the rage of anger^ 
but evidently of love. Mr. Addifon, who has given 
us a tranflation of this likewife, would therefore 
have us to fuppofe it written in. the perfon of a lover 
fitting by his mi(lrefs» On this fuppofition, a turi% 
is given to the fecond.iianza, not countenanced by^ 
and to which th^re is.nqthing to ^uifwex in*, the 
original :. 

Forwhiliel gaz'd, in tranfporttcfl. 

My breath was gone, my voice was loft. 

** It was this (fays flie, in tlie original) which ftruclc- 
" me to the heart ; for, as foon as I faw you, I had 
*^* no longer power to fpeak." The words /;; tranfpcrt 
toft here, are entirely an interpolation. We (hall 
therefore take the liberty of making fome little al- 
teration in that ftianza. Upon the whole, it is ma- 
hifeft that the Ode is written in the perfon of one 
nioft tenderly in love with a youth, whom on at 
Hidden flie fees too fondly engaged with another 
lady. It is accordingly a ddrefled to the Lad^ beloved^ 
hy the love-lick Udy who is flighted,. 
E Ji- 
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To the Lady beloveA 

1 T^L E S T as th' immortal Gods is lie, 
X-J The youth who fondly' fits by thee. 
And hears and fees thee all the while 
Softly fpeak and fwcetly fmile, 

2 'Twas this depriv'd my foul of refl". 
And rais'd fuch torture in my breaft. 
For while I gaz'd, in tumult toft. 

My breath was gone, my voice was lolt i^ 

3 My bofom glow'd ; the fubtle flame 
Kan quick through all my vital frame ; 
Cyer my dim eyes^ darknefs hufig^ 
My ears with hollow nntrmura rung: 

4 In dewy damps my limbs wfine chill'd ; 
My blood with gentle horroirs thfiU'd ; 
My fe^k pulfc forgot to play, 

I fainted, funk aikl dy^d away« 

LoNGiNus has obfcrved that this defcrlption 
pf love in Sappho is an exa£t copy of nature,, 
and that all the circumftances which follow one 
another in fuch an hurry of fentiments, notwith- 
ftanding that they appear repugnaAt. to. each other,, 
are really fuch as happen in thephrenzies of love.. 
tVe may add, that they are fu,ch as Ihe had cxperU 
^nced^ ^or her jpaffion was fo violent, and the dif-^ 
appoii.tment of U fo intolerable, that; Ihe wasrcfols^-* 
^4 (o S^^ "d pf it at any i>rice^ 
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There was a promontory in Acarnania called 
Lcucate ; from the fuinmit of which defpairing lov* 
ers would fome times throw thcmfelves into the fea^ 
and were now and then taken up alive^ And there 
was a general perfiiafion that this was an infallibte 
remedy for love. Sappho tried the cure, but pe- 
rilled in the experiment.. 

The poet Ovid has prettily immagined her a» 
faying; m her Epiftle to Phaon, fliat,flie was advifed 
by a vifion to this defperate attempt ; 

A fpring there is, whofe iilver waters fhow. 
Gear as a glafs, the fhining fands below : 
A flow'ry Lot^ fprcads its arms abov9^ 
Shades air the banks, and feems itfelf a groye 5 
Eternal greens the mofly margin grdce, 
Watch'd by the Sylvan genius of the place. 
Here as I lay and fweH'd with tears the flood. 
Before my fight a wat'ty virgin flood: 
She flood and crfd, ' O you, that love m vain? 
, * Fly hence, and fcek the fair Leucadian main. 

* There (tands a rock, from wlioffe impending ^ccp 

* Apollo's fane furv^ys the roUrng^ deep j 

* There injured lovers, leaping from above, 

' Their flames extingirifh and forget to love* 

* Deucalion once with hopelefs fury bum'd, 

' In vain he lov*d, releritfefs Pyrrha fcom'd ; 
■ ' Bivt when from hence he phmg*d into the maiir,. 
' Deucalion fcom'd, ami Pyrrha lor^d in vain. ' 

* Hafte Sappho, hafle, from high Leucadla t^tcj^ 

* Thy wretched weig|lit| uoi dic^\X\fc ^^^^i^o^^na:^ 
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C Y R U S the G R E A T. 

HERODOTUS has feafoncd his hiflory of 
this prmce to the Greek tafte with many ^bu« 
lous and furprizing incidents. We therefore chufe 
to follow Xenophon rather, who extracted his ac- 
count of this Hero's a^ons from the Perfian records ; 
which account alfo couefponds exaiflly with that 
which is giveaof them in Scripture.. 



Cyrus tlie elder was the fon ofCambyfes, king 
of Perfia proper^ at that time dependant on the 
Mcdes, and of Mandan^ the daughter of Aftyages^ 
the king of the Medes. He was but. one year young- 
er than Cyaxares^ Ills unclCj^ the brother of Man-^ 
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He was educated from his tender years after ihe 
manner of ancient Perfia, where the youth were 
inured to hardfhip and fatigue. Hunting and war 
were their only exercifes. But confiding too much 
in their natural courage, they were not yet fo ob- 
fervant of military difcipline as afterwards. They 
were hitherto rough, but virtuous : not verfed in 
tliofe arts and fciences which polifh the mind and 
manners, but great mailers in the fublime fcienqe of 
being content with fimple nature, defpiiing death for 
the love of their coimtry, and flying all pleafurea 
which emafculate the mind and enervate the body* 
Being perfuaded that fobriety and exercife prevent ' 
almoft every difeafe, they habituated themfelves to z 
rigorous abdinence ai^d perpetual labor. Their u- 
fual food was bread and water-crelTes, and their 
drink the cool bevarage of the cryiral ftream. The 
lighted indifpofitions proccding from intemperance 
were accounted fhamefuK Tlie youth were educated 
in public fchools, where they were early inftruded 
in the knowledge of the laws, and accuftomed to 
hear caufes, to pafs fentence, and mutually to do 
one another the moft exaft juftice. And hereby they 
difcovered their difpofitions, penetration, and capa- 
city for employments in a riper age. The virtues 
which their maflers were principally careful to in- 
fpire into them, were the love of truth, humanity, 
fobriety and obedience. The chief aim of the laws 
in ancient Ferfia, was to prevent the coruptibn of th« 
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heart. For this reafon the Perfians punifhed fngrs* 
titude feverely ; a vice againft which there is no pro- 
viiioa made by the civil laws of other nations* Who- 
foever was capable of forgetting a benefit was looked 
upon as an enemy to fociety. 

Cy&us had been educated according to the(e 
wife maxims* ^ And tho' it was impoffible to conced 
from him his rank andbirth^ yet lie was treated with 
tlie fame feverity as if he had not been, heir to a 
throne. He was taught to pra&ice an exa£l obedt« 
ence^ that he might afterwards- know how to com* 
mand. 

Wren he wa? fomewhat more thsa twelve years 
of age, his mother Mandane took him with her into 
Media, to his grand-father Aftyages, who, from the 
many things he had heard of the young prince, hid 
a deiire to fee him. During the time of his rdidencc 
at this court, the fweetnefs of his temper, his gener* 
ous behaviour and coniknt endeavour to oblige all 
men, gained him the afiections of the Medes, and 
fuch an intereft amoi^ the leading men of that na* 
tion, as afterwards much contributed to the ere£^ing 
of that vaft empire, which he at length founded. 

Whek Mandane returned to Perfia, Cyrus wai 
left behind, and by the permiflion of Aftyages, buiied 
hiaufclf much in hunting the wild beafts whidi were 
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kept for that purpofe in the king's parks. In this he 
took great ddight, and frequently expofed himfelf 
to the fierceft animals with the moft undaunted cour- 
age. But at the age of fixteen he encounter'd nobler 
game. 

For at this time Evil Mcrodach,- the fon of 
Nebuchadnezzar, by an ill-timed ineurfion into the 
Median territories, laid the foundation of that ani- 
mofity in the Medes and Perfians, which proved the 
ruin of the AlTyrian Empire. On the celebration of 
his nuptials with Nitocris, he made a great hunting- 
match, and entered the country of the Medes ; and 
fome of the Affyrian troops, coming up at the fame 
time to relieve the garrifons upon the borders, he 
joined to thofe whom he had already with him, and, 
without the leaft provocation, began to plunder and 
lay wafte the neighbouring territory. Hereupon Af- 
tyages, with fuch forces as could be aflembled on fo 
unexpected an invaiion, took the field, attended by 
his fon Cyaxares, in order to curb and reftrain the 
enemy. He had no fooner faced them, than he found 
young Cyrus with him, who, urged by his own im- 
patience to be in action, 'tho* he had never put on 
arms before, had followed him to the field without 
orders. Aftyages was furprized at his arrival in the 
camp, yet permitted him to remain there ; and it 
was by the advice of this young Hero, that the ^ 
AiTyrians were feafbnably attacked by inferior num- 
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bers, their horie entirely defeated with great ftaugh- 
ter, and the remainder of them purfued with dread- 
ful execution to their own confines. In thi^adlion 
the alacrity of our novitiate was greatly diftinguilh- 
cd ; who called aloud upon his uncle for joy, while 
he prefTed the enemy with great impetuofity. From 
this time he became the darling fubjeft orconverfati- 
on ; and Aftyages himfelf, who had hitherto held 
him in great honor, now looked upon him with 
aftonifhment. 

The news of all this were exceedingly grateful to 
Cambyfes who recalled Iiim. He was difmifled by 
his grand-father with much relu6lance, and not 
without a great number of magnificent prefents. 
But thefe in general he gave away to the Medes, 
who attended him to the borders, and to one of them 
particularly the rich Median robe, which was in- 
tended for his own ufe. All thefe things on their 
return were delivered up by the polfeffors to Afty- 
ages, whom they feared to offend by retaining them ; 
and the king fent them into Periia to him again. 
"But immediately Cyrus returned them into Media, 
\\ith this earneft intieaty to his grand-father, that, 
'* If he did not chufe, upon the next fight of him, 
*' to fee him covered with lliame, he fhould permit 
*' his friends to enjoy what he had given them." This 
was at the age of feventeen years. 

J 

His 
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His return to Periia was celebiated by public re- 
joicing?. When ihefe were over, he left his father's 
palace,, and retired to the place allotted for the 
education of the young Perlian nobility, where he 
continued 'till he was eighteen. The young fatrapcs, 
feeing Cyrus returned, faid one to another. He has 
been living delicately at the court of Media, he will 
never be able to accuftom himfelf to cur fimple and 
laborious manner of life. But when they faw tliat 
he was content with their ordinary diet, that lie was 
more temperate and abftemious than themfelves, and* 
that he fhewed more (kill and courage in all his 
exercifes, they were ilruck with admiration, and 
confelTed, that he had yet a jufter title to the throne 
by his merit than by his birth. 

In procefs of time Aftyagcs died, and was fuc- 
ceded by his fon Cyaxares, the brotlier of Mandane. 
This monarch was fcarce feated on his throne, when 
he* was informed, that Nerigliffar, king of Babylon, 
was preparing a powerful army to invade Media ; 
that he had already engaged feveral princes, and, 
afiriongft others,' Croe'fus king of Lydia ; and that he 
had difpatchedambafladors into Cappadocia, Phry- 
gia, Caria, Paphlagonia, Cificia, and even to the' 
Indies, to inftil jealoufies into the fe\^eral princes of 
thofe coimti-res>- and to ftir them np againft the Medes 
and Ttrfiaiis^, as afpfrmg^ td liniverfal monarchy. 
Cyaxares'tfeerefofex^ltti Cvkus but of Peffja to" 
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his affiftance. He marched into Media at the head 
of tliirty-one thoiifand Perfians. But one thoufaud 
of thefe were of the Homotimi, or nobility of Perfia, 
vho made choice of all the reft. Thefe were equal 
in honor and dignity, and of more confequence in 
an army than ten times their number of inferiors. 

He had not been long in Media before Cyaxares 
Ijad occaiion t6 employ him. The king of Armenia, 
who had hitherto lived in fubjedion to the Medes, 
looking upon them as ready to be fwallowed up by 
tjie powerful alliance formed againft them, thought fit 
to lay hold of that opportunity to fhake off the yoke. 
Accordingly, he refufed to pay the ufual tribute, and 
to fend his quota of auxiliaries, which he was obli- 
ged to furnifh in time of war. As this was a matter 
of dangerous confequence, and which, if neglected, 
might tempt other dependent dates to follow the ex- 
ample, it was judged neceffary to crulh this revolt 
with the utmoft expedition. Cy r u s was commitlion- 
ed to this tufmefs. He marched immediately with 
a chofen body of horfe, and covering his deilgn, as 
if he intended only to hunt upon the hills of Armen- 
ia, he entered that ^country before the inhabitants 
had any intelligence of his march, furprized the 
king and all his family, and having obliged him to 
pay the ufual tribute, befides a large fine for the paft 
ofience, and to fend one lialf of his forces to the 
affiftance of th^ Medes/ he; rellored him. to his 
J^gdom, and xetuineim triumph to Cyaxarcs» 
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Both parties had now been employed for three 
years together in forming their alliances, and making 
tlie neceffary preparations for the war. In the l^- 
ginning of the fourth year, the confederate armies 
on both fides took the field ; Cyrus, at the head of 
the Medes and Perfians, firft entering the AiFyrian 
dominions, in which thy made great fpoil and de- 
vaftation. The two armies at Icnf^th approached 
each olherin the evening. The Alfyrhn, who had 
Croefus king of Lydia with him, entrenched himfelf: 
while Cyrus pitched his camp behind fome rifing 
grounds and villages, which' covered his army from 
the enemy's obfervation. For it was a maxim with 
him, tliat all fudden objeifts in war, were the moft 
formidlable. The Afiyrians and their allies kept 
clofe all the next day. But Cyrus drew out the 
Medes and Perfians hi order of battle, and at night 
made large fires arouQd the camp. 

• Cyrus, from the time that he took the field, 
had fludioufiy trained his forces in every kind of mi- 
litary difcipline, fo that on'occafion, they could 
not only keep their ranks with firmnefs, but were 
able to endure alj manner of hardlhips and fatigue; 
and-fuch a fpirit of emubtion had been raifed iii 
them by proper encouragements and rewards s^s madd 
them invincible. So that on the Day of adion, thd 
whole army was filled with alacrity, a thirft of glory, 
with ftrength, coHfidencc, encouragement, prudence 
F 2i -ws.^ 
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and obedience. The word gtv^en out was, Jove 
THE Auxiliary and Leader; when it return- 
€d along the ranks to Cyrits, himfelf began tlie 
ufual hymn, which was inftantly received by the reft, 
and chanted in full chorus. This ended, the Homo* 
timi began to march, and, at the fame time caftiiig 
their eyes upon each other with a chearful counte- 
nance, exhorted thofe on either (ide and thofe behind 
them, in terms tliat infpired courage and mutual 
afTedion, to play the men* All this while, the dart- 
ers, flingers and bowmen of the enemy were /pending 
their mifTile weapon at an harmlefe diftancc. But 
when the Perfians were no,w fo near as to tread upon 
them, their ardor was no longer to be reftrained, 
but they improved their pace 'till they fairly ran for- 
.ward, and the whole Phalanx followed with a run- 
ning motion. Even Cyrus himfelf was carried 
on in the fame manner by his own impctuofity, cry^ 
ing aloud as he went, ** Who follows ? — Now for 
your bravejy ! — Who ftrikes the firft maii ?*' ■ ■ ■ — 
But the enemy at fight of this was ftnick with fo 
great a terror, that they all turn d their backs and 
fled to their intrenchments. The Perfians purfued 
them to. the very entrance of the camp, and flaugh- 
tered vafl: multitudes of them as they were in crowds 
endeavouring to thruft in. Many of the Aflyriaii 
chariots were forced into the fofle, into which the 
Perfians leaped after them, and wi'^h their fabres 
hewed dowa both men and horfes. The Median horle 

. fee- 
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feeing this, attacked thofe of tlie enemy, who I'ke- 
wife declined the charge, and fuft'ered in the fame 
manner. In the mean time the Affyriahs, who" were 
got within the entrenchment, terrified at the fpefc* 
tacle, had no thought of forcing the Perfians front < 
their works; but, as foon as they perceived that fonie 
of them had broken in, fled thence alfo» "Dread tul 
fc reams and lamentations were now uttered by tKt 
women in the camp, ^wlio ran about in the utmoft 
conflernation, fome with their children in their arms» 
rending their garments, and tearing their faces, bc^ 
feeching all they met to defend themfelves^ their 
wives and their infants. While this was doing, the 
kings themfelves, with tlietr truftieft fervants, made 
refiftance from the eminences, and encouraged other* 
by their fpeeches^ Which CvRrrs obferving,. and 
fearing left his men, if they fhould all attempt to ea- 
ter, might fuffer from the inferiority of their number^ 
commanded them to retreat out of the reach of the 
enemies* weapons* On which, there was room to 
admire the exadi difcipline of the Horaotimi, who in- 
flantly' obeyed the order themfelves, and communi- 
cated it with the fame celerity to the reft ; and, be- 
ing arrived at the proper daftance, every man re* 
fumed his former ftation with the greateft eafe and 
accuracy imaginable* In this a^ion the Perfians 
had the advantage of bciag armed, to the furpriH# 
of their enemies, in a manner *till tliat time unufu^L 
For^ inftead cf flings and darts and arrows,- eveiy 
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man had his breaft-plate^ a fhield in his left hand^ 
and in his right a broad fabre or fcimeter. Such 
provition had the wifdom of th^ir prudent com« 
inander made for their own fecurity and the annoy- 
ance of the enemy. 

Heke Cyrus l!ayed 3, while with hi^ army 
thus drawn up, to give the enemy an Opportunity o( 
inarching out and fighting, if yet they had any fto- 
mach for that exercife. But finding this to no pur-- 
pofe, he drew off and pitched his camp. His firft 
care then was to harangue the foldiers, to whom he 
ictii^ed thanks for their behayiour on that import- 
ftnt day, and afTur^dthofeji wlio had diiliaguifhed 
themfelves, of adequat^^ rewards.? He then difmiifed 
them to take the necelTary xeffceihrnent^ and placed 
-guardsaround the camp. 

It appeared afterwards that the AfTyrian monarck 
'had loft his life in this adion, which much difpirit>- 
«d Croefus and the reft of the allies ; particularly 
•when they faw the AiTyrians quite frantic with de^ 
fpair. They therefore; quitted their pamp in the- 
iii«;ht, and tlie Perfians at break erf" day took pofTef- 
fion of it. Heie they found great nmnbers of fheep 
^nd oxen, and a multidude .of loaden carriages. 
.Cyrus referved for himfelf all tlie horfes that 
were taken, i^ order to form a body of cavalry for 
the Peifian army^ whidi hitherto they had iYaiited». 

The: 
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The richeft and moft valuable part of the booty he: 
fet apart for Cyaxares. 

At this time came a delegation from the Hyjw 
canians, who ferved in the Affyrian army, and ha4 
at -all times been hardly ufed by that imperious 
nation. Thefe oftered in the name of their princi* 
pals to revoh to Cyrus, and^ in conjun^ion witfc 
him, to attack the enemy in their retreat. Tho* 
tlie whole body of thefe amounted to no more thaa 
a thoufand, yet they were excellent horfemen, and 
guarded the rear of the Affyrian army. The depu- 
ties informed him of the great coiifternation and dif>- 
trefs of the enemy ; of the juft reafcns of their owm 
meditated defection ; and that the army had not 
marched fo far, encumbered as they were with a valt 
multitude both of people and carriages, and having 
.beei\ kept wakirtg the whole preceding niglit, but 
tliat they might be overtaken, if expedition was ufed^ 
on the njBXt morning., 

Cyru-s gave them proper encotiragemeiit, and,, 
having ordered his men to refrefh themfelves, drew 
them out while it was yet day, and was followed by 
moft of tlie Medes, to whom Cyaxares had given a 
generil permiifioh for that pucpofe.. The Hyrc^iaii; 
deputies were tlieir guides ^ and the heavens twife 
that nigbt remarkably bright and luminous, w^hfch in- 
^ired tli^ ¥idtb gceat courage. and coufidenoe. 
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They marched fo brifkly that at break of day they 
found themftlves at no great diftance from the 
Hyrcaniaus in the rear. Cyrus immediately dif- 
patchcdto them one of th^ir own deputies, to iignify 
bis pleafure that they ihould join hun inftanlly with 
Ihcir right hands held up, in token: of armity. They 
did fo, and were received by the Mcdes and Per^ 
fians in the fame friendly manner* 

Cyrus, now fatisiied of the fTdellfy of the Hyr- 
canians, fent them forward again with orders to 
attack the rear of the enemy in a clofe body, as fooa 
as ever he Ihould appear in fight. This was ac** 
cordingly effcded, and the dreadful confufion that 
enfued i^ more eafy to be conceived than defcribed. 
Crccfus had fent his women before for the benefit 
of travelling by nighti end followed them himfelf 
with the cavalry^ The kiag^ of Phrygia had alfo 
left the army before. But the kings of Cappadocia 
and Arabia were (lain by the Hyrcanians, and the 
reft endeavoured to efcape with the greateft preci- 
pitation.. Thegreateftpart of thofe who fell were 
Affyriaus awd Arabians, who marched but flowly, 
as being In their own region,. 

Cyrus ordered the cavatry, that were left with 
him, to parade around the camp of the enemy, an<l 
to. put to the fword-all thofe who fhould come oiit 
armed ; and. bad it procUimed to the le^, that th^y 

UiouUt 
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Ihould . furrender their arms and leave tlieir borfes 
tied at their tents, on pain of death. 

He now confidered that his troops had brpiigllt 
with them no kind of fuftenance, and therefore or- 
dered all the proveditors of the camp to make their 
appearance^ and, where any was wanting, the eldefi 
perfon of every tent, as kis proper fubftitute ; 
and ordered all thofe <to fit down, who could fiirnifli 
two months* proviiiona* And, when he faw them al- 
moil all feated, charged them to fiimiih for each 
tent every day more than double the ufual quantity, 
both for matters and fervants ; and appointed offi- 
cers to fee that every thing was provided in due 
order. Thus the Medes and Hyrcanians had it in 
their power to live luxuriaufly, according to their 
fafhion. But the Pcrfians were content with water 
and the fimple fare to which they had been accull^ 
omed. Among the laft lie diftributed all the horfes ; 
and from that day it was licld to be in fome fort in- 
famous for a Perfian to be ken on foot. He then 
generoufly difmiffed all the captives, who departed 
in high admiration of his virtues. 

At this time old Gobryas, an Affyrian governor 
of a ftrong. caftle, waited on Cvr us with , his faniily 
mounted on horfeback, and offered his fervice to 
the conqueror, complaining bitterly of the death of- 
his fon, whom the new king of AiTyria had through 
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-envy put to death. He was received by the conquet- 
or with his natural affability, and proved afterwards 
of great fervice to hh affairs. He foon after viiited 
the fame caflle, the impregnable ftrength and fitu- 
• ation of which he much admired, and was theit 
magnificently entertained, with all his attendants. 
By the means of Gobryas, he brought over Gada tas, 
another governor of a flrong place beyond Bab} lort, 
whom the king of Babylon hail wantonly caftrated. 
•Oil his march to thh place, he came within view of 
Babylon, and offered battle to the king of Aifyr^a, 
even fending him a perfonal challenge, which was 
declined. Here alfo his army received an addition 
of men, to the amount of between thirty and forty 
thoufand, by a jiindlion with the Caducians, the Sa- 
cx, and the Hyrcanians. And many of the Affyriaiis 
in the neighbourhood brought "^in their horfes aiid 
arms. 

Th e king of AfTyria was fhing with the revolt of 
Gadatas, and determined to punifh it, by an invafion 
of the territory over which he prefided. This he put 
in execution. And Gadatas was upon the poiat 
of being utterly crufhed ; but was faved by the 
feafonable interpofition of Cyrus, who marched 
with furprizing celerity to his relief. Cyrus (tay*d 
not long after this in Affyiia, but having agreed 
upon a neutrality for the unarmed country people on 
both fides, he took his route homewards, by the way 



CYRUS. 51 

of Babylon again, having Gadatas with hiin. When ^ 
he arrived upon tlw borders, he attacked one of the/ 
three caftles there belonging to the AfTyrians, and 
fortified for the fecurity of the frontier. This was 
taken by ftorm j- and the other two furrendered to 
him by the management of Gadatas. Here he re- 
ceived a reinforcement of forty thoufand men from 
Perfia. ^ 

LABORosaARCHAD, wlio fucccded NcriglifTaf, 
was foon after murdered by his own fubjedls, who 
raifed Nabonadiiis to the Aflyrian throne in his room. 
Xenophon reprefents him as a wicked prince ; and 
that fuch was his character fufficiently appears by 
what is faid of him in Daniel. But while he at- 
tended his pleafures, his mother Nitocris, a woman 
of great under ftanding and a mafculine fpirit, took 
the main burden of all public affairs upon herfelf, and 
did all- that could be done by human prudence, to 
preferve the tottering empire. She perfeded the 
works that Nebuchadnezzar had begun for the de- 
fence of Babylon, raifed ftrong fortifications on the 
fide of, the river, and caufed a wonderful vault to be 
niade under it, leading from the old palace to the 
new, twelve feet high, and fifteen wide. This >^- 
bona di us, her fon, who now reigned, is the liabyni-*- 
tus of Herodotus^ and the Beliluzzar of PMniel. 

Waiiju 
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While the queen-mother of Aflyria was thus 
prudently employed, Cyaxarcs came to Cyrus* 
camp. After mature ^nfultation, they determined 
to alter their method, and, -inftead of contending 
themfelvcs only with ravaging the enemy's territo- 
ries, to employ their troops in taking of towns and 
fortreffes ; that fo they might' make themfelves ma- 
ilers of thcconntry, and diftrefs the city of Babylon, 
fcy intercepting their provifions. But for this fervice, 
military machmes were wanting. Thefe were works 
of great artifice, labor, and expence. Cyaxares 
engaged to fupply one, Gadatas and Gobryas one 
between them, Tigranes the Armenian prince another, 
and Cykus propofed to fumilh a fourth. Smiths, 
builders, and the neceflary materials were^wifh all 
fpeed collc^ed, and overfeers to forward the whole 
weie appointed. While this was doing, Cyrus found 
continual employment for his troops", which were ftill 
in the dominions of the enemy, by daily incurfions 
into difitient parts, colle6iing forage for his horfes, 
and fpoil and provifions for his men in abundance. 
Thus by uninterrupted marches they were ftill in- 
wied to labor and the moft exad difcipline. 

Wh I LE thefe things were in agitation, news was 
fcrougiit by the deferters and prifoners that the Af- 
fyrian monJJich was gone into Lydia, with an im- 
iiienfe treafure pf gold and filver, and precious 
ornaments of every kiud. This raifed a rumour in 

the 
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the army, that he had conveyed his wealth thither, 
as to a place of fecurity. But Cyrus judged bet- 
ter, that his defign was therewith to ftrenglheii hini- 
felf as much as might be with troops and allies. He 
therefore quickened his preparations ; completed his 
body of Perfian horfe, partly from his prifoners, and 
partly from his friend?. For tho* he defpifed unnc- 
ceflary w^ealth, he reje£led neither fine horfes, nor 
elegant arms. He provided alfo a number of cha- 
riots, procuring them by all pofTible means. But he 
was no admirer of the ancient military car, nor of the 
manner of driving. He confidered that the molt ex- 
cellent part of the army, as the braveft men were in 
chariots, was thus rendered no better than light-arm- 
ed troops, and did no great matter towards a vicflo- 
ry ; that three hundred chariots held no more than 
three hundred fighting men, and lequired twelve 
hundred horfes ; that the charioteers were in other 
refpedls ufelefs. Thefe therefore he aboliihed ; and 
in their ftead contrived ferviceable chariots wath firm 
wheels and long axles ; which on account of their 
breadth could not eafily be overturned. The box,' 
in which the charioteer fate, was built like a little 
tower, of firm timber, and his head was aimed wiili- 
an helmet, which covered every part, except hi? 
eyes. Scythes of iron, two cubits long, were faftened 
to the end of each axle, and others under the axle' 
towards the ground. He alfo provided a large number 
of camels, coUefted from the prifouere aad his fi lends; 
^ Vol. ir. G Q.x^\i% 
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Cyrus now gave inftrudlions to Arafpas the 
Mede, a commander much in his favor, to defert to 
the enemy privately ; to inform them of fo much of 
his deligns and anions as might not prejudice his 
affaiis ; to embarafs their preparations as prudently 
as he could ;, and to continue with them, 'till himfelf 
Ihould be once more within convenient diftance of 
them to receive him and his intelligence. 

At this time Abradates, the king of Sufa and 
tributary to the AfTyrians, joined him with two thou- 
fand horfe, and was particularly afTiftant to him 
in the conftruftion of his chariots ; the horfcs of 
which were covered with trappings tliat were proof 
againft all forts of miilive weapons. He had likewife a 
great number of other chariots of a larger fize, upon 
each of which he placed a tower, about eighteen or 
twenty feet liigh ; and in each tower were lodged 
twenty archers. Thefe were dr^wn by fixteen oxen, 
yoked a breaft. His camels were moi;nted, each by 
two Arabian archers, one looking towards the head, 
and the other towards the hinder part, of the camel. 

AmbaiTadors came to him at this time from the 
Indian monarch, and brought him a fupply of mojiey, 
with large profeflions of friendfhip. He prevailed 
lipon three of thefe to procede to the enemy, wit|i 
an offer of their mediation, and to learn wliat they* 
fcyild of thpir 4erigns, TJiefe fet ou^ accordingly 

the. 
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the next day, with a promife to return as fpeedily 
as pofTible. 

Thus Cyrus omitted nothing, however fmall 
or trifling it might feem, which could at all contri* 
butc to the execution of his great deiigns. And now 
all things were ready, the machines of war excepted^ 
His Perfian cavalry amoimted to ten thoufand com- 
plete ; his chariots to three hundred ; and the greatelt 
part of the army was iufpired with that alacrity, that 
they looked like men who had already conquered, 
and judged the preparations of the enemy to be of 
no manner of fignification. ' 

But fhfc three Indian »mbafl&dors, on their re* 
turn, reported that Croefus was eledted commander 
in chief of all the enemies* forces ; that it had beea' 
refolved that all the kings in alliance fliould make 
the campaign in perfon with' their whole ftrengh, and 
contribute as mucii money as they could, for hiring. 
of troops and other necelTary ufes ; that very many 
Thracian fwords-men were already hired; that the 
Egyptians were coming to them by fea, to the num- 
ber of one hundred and twenty thoij^nd, having 
fhields which covered the whole body down to their 
feet, and armed with large fpears and fabres; that 
the Cypriot forces were alfo coming by fea ; that 
the Cilicians, Phrygians, Lycaonians, Paphlagon- 
lans, Cappadocians, Arabians and Affyrians had al- 
ready joined them, with the Ph€alcvaxvs» \ '^^^ax ^^«t. 
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Ionian'?, iColians, and Afiatic Greeks in general had 
l^cen coniptlled to follow Croefus; that the Lydiaa 
king had even fent ambafladors to engage the Lace- 
dxmonians in his q\i.trrel ; that the grand army was 
to rendezvouze at the river Pa6lolas, and march 
thence for Tliybarra ; where a general Mercate of 
all necelfarics was appointed ; and this Intelligence 
was confirmed Ly the prifoners taken. 

When the army of Cyrus heard' all this, a 
general folicitude prevailed. A great part of them 
loft their former chearf\ilnefs, and concern was vifi- 
ble in their countenances. They gathered In rings, 
and were continually afking the news of one another. 

It required all the addrefs of Cyrus to cure this 
indifpofitlon of the army ; which however was foon 
effedled ; and a refolution immediately taken to 
jiiarch towards the enemj^ A third part of the 
Median troops .were left behind for the fecurity of 
|:hat kingdom. As the country had been laid ivafte 
either by thcmfelves or the enemy for fifteen days 
march, Cyrus took with him twenty days* provifi- 
on. The horfe made the van, and at a diftance be- 
fore them were the fcouts. Thefe at length ob- 
ierved in tJie plain a number of men and cattle col- 
lecting and conveying forage anc^wood, and, ftill 
farther on, a mighty cloud of duft or fmoak afcend- 
ing, whence they concluded the enemy to be near. 
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Intelligence of this being given, Cyrus ordered his 
icouts to continue -upon the eminences, and to fend! 
him advice of every thing that Ihould offer to their 
view. He alfo difpatched a party of horfe to feize 
fome of tlie foragers. He then- called a council of ' 
his officers, and fome prifoners being taken and 
brought in, he demanded who and wliat they were ? 
They anfwered, that they had paiTed the outmoft 
guard in fearch of wood and forage for the ufe of 
Crcefus' army, in wliich,. by reafon of their mwlti- - 
.tude, there was a fcarctty of Sill Hiings. He then, 
demanded how far off the army was } J*key anfwered^. 
about two Parafangs... He then afted, if there wa»^ 
any rumour of his approach amongft them ? Yes, a; 
very great one ; that he was approaching and near 
ac hand.. Do they fem pleafedat tjie.tiews ? By nmi 
means, faid they; b^t in!much tr^ubk. What are 
they employed about P' In drawing up the army .* 
tliis has been their whole employment both yefterday 
and to-day*. AVho-draw^them up?: Cioefus lumfelf« 
alTiiled by a certain Greek, and a Median defert>er*. 
jO that I may but catch him^ as I wi/h.l faid^hcvv. 

T»B prifoners were thea. (ordered to withdraw,, 
^nd Cyrus turned him round, as intending to fay 
fbmetliing; when a fcout came running to infonn 
him, that a. large body of horfe was obferved in tlie 
plain ; whofe defign,. he thought, was to reconnoitre 
Ihe. army, iox that before thefli were. alx)ut. diiriy 
G. y \ckjb5«.^ 
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liorfcmen, who came forward witli full fpeed^ as in" 
tending to furprize the look-out upon the hill, which 
conlifted of ten men only. He therefore ordered 2 
few horfe for tlie proteftion of the look-out, and di£^ 
patched Hyftafpas, at the head of a thoufand more> 
to face tlie enemies* horfc in the plain, with a charge 
to advance no farther, and, if any came towards hii» 
^ith their hands extended, to receive them in a 
friendly manner. 

These marched out immediately und were pre- 
iently met by Arafpas and his fervants, who came 
forward at a very great rate. As foon as Cyrus 
faw him, he difmounted to meet him and gave him 
his hand. The officers around him were amazed at 
this, but Cyrvb foon cleared up the affair, faying^ 

• This very excellent man is come to us again, my 

• friends. For know, that he went off* to the ene- 

* my through no fault of his, or difpleafure of mine^ 

• but purely as he v/as inftrufted by me, to gain in- 
? telligence of the enemy's affairs. For himfelf, he 

* flitlTA'^rxperience the punctuality of my promife to 

* him. And iOi-you, it remains that you highly honor 
.* this brave man, wiio has fubmitted to a general 
' calumny, and expofed himfelf to the greateft dan- 
gers, for the common fa fety." Arafpas then receiv- 
ed the civilities of all, and, being afked what news 
lie brought? informed Cyrus, that he had taken 
^are to make himfelf well acquaiuted with the fit«* 

atioo, 
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iation of the enemy's affairs, having ailifled in draw- 
ing up the army. Give us then, faid Cyrus, aii 
account of their mmibers. They are all of them, 
anfwered he, both hoife and foot, drawn up three 
hundred deep, except the Egyptians ; and thefc 
occupy a fpace of forty furlongs. And how axe thefc 
Egyptians drawn up ? In feparate bodies, faid he„ 
of ten thoufand each ; each body making a full fquare 
of an hundred men every way, according to their 
military cuftom at home. Crccfus allowed this with 
much reludance : for he was defirous of extendins: 
his front on the right and left as much as pofTrble 
beyond yours. Why fo. ? In order to furround yoij 
with his multitude. But let them, take care, faid 
Cyrus, left, while they endeavour to furround us, 
themfelve5 are ixot furrounded. Thea -ijiddreffing 
himfelf to the officers, ' It ' is your btmnefs to fee 

* that the arms of the men and horfes be carefully 

* infpeded. ; for by a fmall defect both man and horfe 

* and chariot are frequently rendered unfei:viceable; 

* Early in the morning, while I am attending tlie 

* facrlfices, let the men and horfes have due refrefh- 

* ment, that whatever we liave need to do afterwardi^ 

* we may have time for. You, Arafpas, are to 

* command the right wing. The reft of the com- 
' manders of ten thoufand are to keep the pl?.ce al- 

* ready aflrgned them. And you are to order the offi- 

< cers of the Cohorts, and the captains of companies, 

< tQ^f^r^'i the phaUa;8: with each company drawn up 
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•-iwoltecp/ ILiich of Ihefe companies confifted of 
twenty four men. . 

IIiiRK one of the comiTLindcrs of ten thoufand 
intei nipicv!, * Ami think you^ Cyrus, that fo drawn 
*■ up, we l]i:dl be able to cope with fo deep a pha- 

* lanx r* * In a deep phalanx, anfwered Cyrus, 

* what hurt to their enemies, or what fervice to their 

* friends, do you think that men can do, who, by 

* their fituation, are retrained from adlion ? For 

* my part, I had rather that thofe heavy-armed E- 

* gyptians, who are drawn up an hundred, had been 

* difpofed a thoufand, every vrzy ; for we fhould fo 

* have very few to fight with. But witli the number 

* of men which the depth of my plialanx will confift 

* of, I hope to render the whole ftrong, and eveijy 

« part mufially afliftant.. Behind the men in armour^ ' 

* I Ihall difpofe the pike-men ; and beliind them, the 

* bow-men. For who would place thofe in front, 
'who cannot bear a clofe engagement? Yet even 

* thefe, by darting their pikes, and fending their ar- 
*rows over the heads of thofe before, them, will bring 
' damage to the enemy ; and he who does that, is 
« fo far afliftant fo his friends. In the rear I ihall 

* place the referve, whom I propofe to make as ufe- 
' ful as any of the reft. Draw up the phalanx there- 

* fore as T have directed; and you, the commanders 
' ♦ of the pike-men, difpofe your companies imme- 

* diatcly behind them ; and you, who command 
'/iiebow-men> youisaext% And do you, to whom: 
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* the care of the referve is committed, fake f|3ccial 

* heed that every man keep a watchful eye upon 
' thofe that are near him, encouraging thofc who do 

* their duty, fliarply tlireatenirig thofc who are re- 

* mifs, and inflantly punifhing with deith every 

* one that offers to turn his back. It is the bilfmefs 
' of thofe in the front, to infpire the reft with cour- 
' age both by their words and ad ions ; and of thofe 
' behind, to be a greater terror to the coward, than 
' the enemy before him. Thefe therefore are your 
' inftru(^ions. But you, Abradates, whom the offi* 
' cers of the military cars obey, are to fee that all 
' the towered chariots follow as clofely after the 
' phalanx as may be. You, Dauchus, who have 

* charge of the baggage- waggons, are to place them 
' with their convoys behind the toweis ; and youF 

* officers are to punifh thofe feverely, who unfeafon- 
' ably advance before the reft, or lag behind them. 
'And you, Carduchus, who take care of the car- 

* riages of the women, are to appoint them their 

* place behind the baggage. For wlien all thefe foK 
' low, they will give the enemy a notion of oiu* be- 

' * ing a vaft multitude, will fupply us with the means 
' of forming ambufcades, and will compel the enemj^ 
' if they intend to furround us, to take a larger com- 
' pafs : and the greater fpace they inclofe in fur- 

* rounding us, fo much the weaker will they be. 
' But you, Artabazus, ^nd Artagerfas, are to place, 
' each of youj one thoufan4 of, the hoife which you 
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* command, behind them. And you, Pharriuchns and 

* Aliadatus, are to draw up the two thoufand horfc 

* which obey 5 ou, not in the phalanx, but behind the 
•carriageF^ Then, attend us, with the reft of the 
' principal officers : and I require you to be as ready 
' as if ye were to begin the engagement. You aF- 

* fo, who command thofe belonging to the camels, 

* are to take your place behind the carriages, and 
' to obey the orders of Artagerfas. And you, the 

* commanders of the chariots, are to place them, one 

* hundred with the chief (to whomfoever that pror 

* vince lliall happen by lot) before the centre of tlie 
' phalanx j one hiuidred more, proceding to the- 

* right flank of the arnty, are to follow that wing of 

* the phalanx ; and the other hundred are to be 
' difpofed in the fame manner on the left/ 

With thefe inftniftions the general officers de- 
parted to their feveral charges ; and the army took 
their refrefhmient and reft; the neceflary watclies 
being appointed. 

The next morning Cyrus attended the facri- 
ficcs, while the troops made a chearful meal and 
poured out their libations. They then adorned and 
armed themf elves in the gay eft maimer, with rich 
tunics and elegant coats of mail and helmets. E- 
ven the horfes of the cavalry had their foreheads, 
breafts and thighs covered with armour ; as were 
alfo the fides of thofe, which drew the chariots. So 
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that the whole army glittered witli brafs and fhone 
with fcarlet. 

They were now all io order. Cyrus mounted 
his horfe, and was looking forward upon the way 
that he was to march, when a fudden clap of thun- 
der broke upon his right. Upon this he ftretched 
put his arm, faying with a loud voice, JVe follow thee, 
mqft mighty J O V E. 'Tis incredible, wliat fpirit 
this infufed into the troops. He then moved on, 
Chryfantas leading the cavalry of the right wing, 
as Arafambas did the foot of the left.. The men 
were ordered to have regard to their eniigns, and to 
follow with an even pace. His own ftandard was a 
golden Eagle, extended on a lofty fpear ; which has 
been the ftandard of the Perfian kings ever /incc. 
Before he came witliin fight of the enemy, he tlirice 
flopped, to give his army breath. 

When they had marched about twenty furlongs, 
they perceived tlie enemy's forces advancing againft 
them. And when tiiey had now full profpedl of each 
other, the enemies, obferving their own phalanx to 
be much farther extended on each fide than that of 
the Perfians, halted for a while, and infle^ed their 
wings, to inclofe them. Which tho* Cyrus per- 
ceived, he flacked nothing of his march, but led 
them on as before. But when he faw them itill wheel- 
ing at a great diilance, he called to Chr>^fantas, and 
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aiked him If he obferved it, I do, faid he, and not 
without wonder. For in my opinion, their wings 
are drawn off at a diftr»nce from their own pha- 
lanx. What can be their reafon for that ? Their 
rcafon, faid Cvrus, is, that they are afraid that, 
if they were nearer to iis, we Ihould attack them, 
before their phalanx can come up. But how, faid 
Chryfantas, will they be able to affift each other, 
when they are fo far apart ? Cyrus replied, that 
it was evidently their defign, when their wings 
lliould have faced his flanks, to make fo many 
fronts, and attack him on all l\des at once. And 
do you judge them right in this ? Right, anfwered 
Cyr^s, as to their own view ; but wrong, as to what 
they fee not, and much worfe than if they all ad- 
vanced againfl us in a ftrait line. But you, Arfamas, 
lead on the foot gently, and do you, Qiryfantas, 
keep the fame pace with the cavalry. In the mean 
time 1 am going to that part, whence I think it 
convenient for the battle to begin ; and, as I pafs, 
fliall confiJer how things are with refpedt to our- 
selves. When I come there, and we are juft ready 
to engage, 1 Ihall begin the Pcean ; and do you 
follow. You will eafily perceive when we clofe (for 
I think, there will be no fmall tumult) and then 
Abradatcs will begin the attack. At which inftant 
you are to follow, as nearly contiguous to the cha- 
riots as you can. Thus Ihall we fall upon them, 
while they are in confufion, 1 ihall be with them 

myfelf. 
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Thyfelf, and with God's leave, will not fail to purfue 
ihem with as much celerity as may be. 

Having thus fpoken, and given the word, 
Jove the preserver and leader, he went 
on. As he was now between the chariots and the 
armed troops, he fometimcs cried, ' How glorious it 
is, my warriors, toobfeive your countenances !* To 
others, ' Know, my brave men, that we fight not 
for this day's victory ; but for that which we have 
already gained, and for the happinefs of all !* To 
others, * We fhall accufe heaven no more, my fel- 
low foldiers, fince it has given us an opportunity of 
atchieving fuch gloiious things ! Only let us play the 
men :' To others, ' What entertainment could we 
hope for, my friends, ^comparable to this V With 
fpeeches, fuch as tbefe-, he encouraged them all, as 
he pafTed along. 

When he came where Abradates was, he bad 
him be of good courage, for that the Perlians would 
follow him clofe, nor Ihould he fight unfupported. 
Abradates anfwered, ' I have the beft opinion of our 
iituation here, but am concerned for our flanks, 
towards which I fee the wings of the enemies flretch- 
ed out firm with chariots and forces of every kind ; 
whereas we have nothing to oppofd theqi there, be- 
fides a few chariots : fo that in truth I am afhamed 
of being in a place of'fvich feeming fafety as 1 am/ 
Vol. II. H ^^5L 
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• If things are well with you/ faid Cyrus, * be m 
no concern for them. For, by the help of God, I 
will lay. the flanks of the enemy open to you. I bc- 
feecli you therefore not to attack the enemy, 'til! 
you fhall behold thofe very troops, which you feem 
jnoft apprchenfive of, already flying. When you 
fee tin?, let that be the flgnal for you to rufli upoa 
the enemy/ 

He then rode on to the left wing, where Hyi^ 
tafpas commanded a moiety of the Perflan cavalry. 
« You fee here, Hyftafpas,* faid he, ' a bufinefs well 
worth your a^livity. For if we get the ftart of the 
enemy in killing, we fhall fave our own people/ 
Hyftafpas anfwered laughing, ' I warrant you, I 
will take care of thofe who are over againft us ; but 
<io you look after the flanks/ lam going thither 
faid Cyrus ; 'but remember, Hyftafpas, that who- 
ever has the advantage of them, muft by no means 
think of quitting them, while any reliftance is made/ 
He then preceded to the flank, and thus accofted the 
oiHcer of the chariots there,. " I am cojne to your re- 
lief. When you fhall perceive us attacking the ex- 
tremity of the enemy's line, then do you alfo endea- 
vour to break through them. For you will be much 
fafer by advancing againft them, than by fuflfering 
yourfelf to be hemmed in." When he came behind 
the carriages, he ordered Artagerfas and Pharnu- 
c\\\\s, with a thoufand horfe and foot, there to con- 

tittucf 
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tinue. * But when you Ihall obferve me to begin the 
attack on thofe who are upon our right flank, then do 
you alfo attack thofe who come againft you. Your 
engagement will be with that wing, which is weakeft, 
and will have a phalanx to render you the firmer. 
You fee alfo that the laft of the enemy confifts of 
cavalry. Againft them you are to fend out your^ 
ranks of camels, and doubt not of feeing th^m make 
a ridiculous iigure, e\'en before you come near them/ 
This faid, he hafted to the right flank. But Croefus, 
now judging the Phalanx where he was, to be fome- 
what nearer to the Perfians, than his protended wings, 
gave the fignal for them to turn and charge the 
enemy. Thus there were three main bodies at once 
marching againft Cyrus; one in front; and one 
upon each flank. At the word of command, the 
Medes and Perfians on each fide turned their faces 
towards the enemy ; and a deep filence enfued from 
an apprehenfion of the doubtful event* 

When Cvrus now judged it advifeable, he be^' 
ganthePoean; and immediately the whole army re- 
founded. He then advanced with fome cavalry, but, 
before he came to the enemy's line, wheeled obli- 
quely to the extremity of it, and fell upon the 
flank with dreadful execution. The foot that followed, ' 
charging in front at the fame time, made an horrid 
carnage in that quarter, fo that p'refently all was- 
flight and cohfufion. 
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Artajgerses, feeing Cyrus engaged, moved 
forward agalnit the enemy on his fide, fending out 
Jiis camels liefore him, as Cyrus had ordered. 
But, while they were yet at a confiderable diftan^, 
t lie horfes endured not tlje fight of them: ^omefled 
with conftemation ; others kept leaping and rearing 
like mad hories ; while others bore the riders preci- 
j)itatcly againll their friends, and created infinite 
tumult, fear and diforder. All this is ufual with 
horfes at the fight of camels, 

r 

All this while Artag£RS£s« keeping his mea 
in order, preiled them, in this tumult, with his clofe 
ranks. And the chariots at the fame infiant charged 
them on his right and left : fo that many, who fled 
from the chariots, were fl^in by the troops ; ^nd 
others-, who fled from thefe, were intercepted by 
the chariots. 

Abradates, obferving this where he was pla- 
ced before tlie centre of tlK front, fiift callijig Quf, 
* Follow me, my friends/ fet forward with his cha- 
riots, and lathed on his horfes with (uch hnpetuofity 
that they we^e quickly befpriakled with their own 
blopd. The chariots of the enemy, that were. to have 
oppofed him, prefently ran off; fo tliat he drove 
direftly with his whole fquadron upon the Egyptian 
phalanx. Here with a violent concuflTion they bore 
dcwa men andl arms, while the fcyth^s tore every 

thing 
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thing Ml p!eces that was before them. Here however ' 
Abradates loft his life, as did feveral of his follow- 
ers. Biit tiieiT fall was Mfy revenged by tl^ Fcr- 
fians, wlic uwrcked aftoer them, and put ta the fword • 
a multitiide of the Egyptians thus thrown into con- 
fu^oln. 

But tli€ reft of the £gyp(^«ii», ^l» were not af- 
fe^ed by this attack of the char-iots (and thefe were sr 
great multitude) marcl^ on, m t4ie mean time, di- 
letf^ly againft tl%e Per^hs. And here the eonfli^ was 
terrible indeed, with fpea^rs, javelins and fwordsv 
For tlie Egyptian f^wArs were firm and long, audi 
their fhiekls,. at the fame time that they protected 
tlieir bodies much better fhan the Periian coats q£' 
mail 4>r w^iokfir fltields, enakkd tliemm fome refpeft: 
to repulfe an enemy. For they marched with their 
ihields ferried and eompad together, and were ^: 
a moving; wall againft the enemy ». IFhe- Perfians 
were not able to ftand %lie charge, yet would not 
ihew th^ip backs le the enemy.. They ftiH flew and 
were Haiav giving back by little and little. But 
when they had fo far retreated, as to be covered 
by the machines; then the Egyptians fuflfeced ia 
their turn.. Tlicy were aflaulted from the towers with^ 
M kinds of miflivc weapons. And thofe, who were 
in the rear, would: net fuffer a fingle archer or fpear- 
man to %, but with their fwords drawn obliged 
^hem tomakilcoBtiniidl difeharges, which fell upour 
H i ^^ 



7« € Y R U S. 

the Egyptians, like ftornis of hall. Dire was the ilatigh* 
ter of men, prodigious the din of arms and weapons, 
and horrible the vociferation ; fome calling upon 
one another, fome encouraging, others imploring. 

At length Cyrus came up from the purfuit ; 
and, feeing the Perfians driven from their pofts, was 
cut to the heart with grief. Obferving that the fur- 
ther progrefs of the enemy could no way be fo foou 
prevented as by an attack upon their rear, he order- 
ed thofe who attended, to follow him, and prefent- 
ly broke, in upon them behind, and made terrible 
ivork amongft them: fo tliat horfe and foot were foon 
promifcuoufly mingled. In this confufion a certain 
Kgyptian, who had fallen and was trampled on by 
the horfe on which Cyrus was mounted, thruft life 
fword into the horfe s belly; in confequence of • 
ivhich Cyrus was thrown to the ground. Then 
iiiight you have feen how valuable a thing it is, for 
a prince to be beloved by his fubjeds. They fet up 
SL great fhout and fell upon the enemy with redoidded 
violence. CvRUs was foon remounted upon the- 
horfe of one of his attendants without damage, and 
rookii>g around him again, beheld the Egyptians cut 
down on evpry fide. For Hyftafpas with the Feriian 
horfe, and Chryfantas, ^yere now got amongfl them. 
Thefe Cyru$ ordered to engage with tliem no long- 
cr hand to hand, but to ply them with darts and. 
;^rrc\ys at 4 4l8auce, He Jhen rod^ round to the 

iiiachiaes 
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machines, and afcended a tower in order to view the 
field of battle, over which he faw men, liorfes^ 
and chariots difperfed; flying, purluing, conquerhig» 
fubmitting; but no body of the enemy any where 
niakinga ftand and fighting, except the Egyptians. 

Moved therefiarewith pity for the fufferings of fa 
many brave men, Cyrus ordered all his own forces 
to retire to fome diftance from them, and fent an 
herald to expoftulate, * AVhether they were all de- 
termined to periih for thofe, who liad deferted them, 
or to live with the reputation of brave men ? They 
defired to know * How they could be faved with thcv 
reputation of being brave men?* Cyrus fent them 
word, that * very well they might, as they were tiie . 
only people, who flood their ground and made re- 
finance.' Tliey again eni^uircd, ' How it was pof- 
fibre for them to be faved, with a confcioufaefs of 
having difcharged their duty?* The.return was, that , 
'Jby furrendering their arms^ and embracing tlie 
friendihip of thofe,. who wctc more willing to fave - 
than to deflioy them when they had it in tlieir 
power, they might confult their own fafety, with-- 
out the leaft treachery to any of their allies.* At laft . 
they fubmit ted, on condition that they fhould not be 
obliged to fight againft Croefus. Cyrus afterwards 
fettled them in the cities of La riifa and Cyllene, not 
far from, the fea, which their pofterity poffeiTed in 
tjie time of Xenof lion* 

, 1 XiBlW^ 
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Thus did Cyrus by his Wtfdom and valor ob*^ 
tain this complete and moft impoitaot vidoiy, foB 
on the matter it decided the fate of Aiia^ ov«r an 
enemy who was more than double kis nviaber* Croe- 
fits iled to Sardis witli lus own troops*. The reft 
of the nations difperfed and returned home. The 
next morning Cyrus inarclied to Sardis^ and when 
he came thither, ereded his engines, and picparad 
fcaling-ladder^ as if he intended to af&idt the walk r 
but in the mean time contrived to open^ £oj himMf 
and his army, an eafier pailag^. A ceitain Berfias 
ill the army had been hereto^Dre the ftive bfan oftcej 
who commanded in one of the towers, the moft di& 
cnit of aocefs, and knew the way by which they . 
had been ufed to defccnd and iMum to aad fim» 
the fisrer. Under this mam^s diroftion llhe tower 
was taken on the nl^ £dlowing«. Wlien tliis irag: 
known, the Lydians fedfrom the wa&, and Cv&ijs^ 
entered the city 1^ break of day, x»iuiiiig procjbuiKH 
t ton to be made to the inhabitants, that ao m^m 
IhouH ftir from the place where he was*. Croefus^, 
who l>ad fliut himfdf itp in die palace, findiag; 
the city taken, called aloud iipon Cy.Rus fof Hsi&tf^ 
who, having fet a guaid upon him, made bafte^ 
to the tower or citadel, wiiich had been taken*. 
Here he found his Fisrfians as inigiiant ^s he eeuld 
wilh ; but obferving die arms of die Chaldeans left. 
there, m^Iiq were .gqna to plund^. die houfes, he 
called together their officers and OMnmanded thent^ 
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leave tlie army as foon as poiTible. For, faid k^, ' I 
will not fufFer any perfons to enjoy fuperior profit by 
a breach of difclpline. Know at th^ fame time that 
it was my intention to have rendered you fo happy, 
that all your countrymen fhould have envied your 
condition. B\it, as it h, let it not (eem (Grange to 
you, if, on your departure homewards, you meet 
with an incenfed and fuperior enemy, who may call 
you to a fevere accoqipL* On this the Chaldeans, 
ilruck with terror, mod humbly befought him to be 
paciiied> and offered to deliver up all their wealth 
and plunder. ' I have no need of it,' faid he, '{nit if 
you would have me pacified^ I require you to ddiver ^ 
up all that you have taken, for the ufe of thofe, who 
kept guard in the citadel. For, if the reft pf the 
troops ihall fee . that tliofe, wlio observe the firi del} 
difcipiine, are the greatci! gaifters, that may be of 
fome fervice to our affairs.' This was done accord- 
ingly ; and fo was tlie obedience of the Ferfians re* 
warded with the fpoil of the Chaldeans. 

P 
He then lodged his army in the city, and order- 
ed Croefus to be brought before him. When the 
Lydian monarch came into the prefence of his con- 
queror, he faid, ' Got) fave you, my lord ; for for- 
tune has ordered that I fhould henceforth falute you 
by that title.' ' Go d fave you too Crcefus,' anfVtered 
CvR^Js, fince we are both men. But, Crcefus, I 
would aik 2l word of advice of you.* ' Certainly,' 
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plied Crcefus, ' I fhall give yoii the bcftTcan ; for I 
fuppofc that it may prove to my own advantage.* 
• Hear me then, Crcefus/ faid he, 'bccaufe I fee that 
my men, who have undergone many toils and dan- 
gers, now fuppofc thcmfelves maftcrs of the richeft 
city of Afia, next to Babylon, I imagine it but juft 
that fome advantage fhould accrue to them from it^ 
For 1 underhand that people, who enjoy no profit 
from tlieir labours, are like to prove the lefs trad- 
able. Yet I have no intention to grant them tlie 
plunder of the city ; fince, in my opinion, ft would 
be utterly ruined by it ; and m the plunder, thofe 
would have moft utility, who deferve it leaft/ Croe- 
fus, hearing this, faid, * Permit me therefore to in- 
form fuch of the Lydians, as I think proper, that I 
have obtained this grant from you, that the city 
Ihatt not be facked, nor their wives and children ' 
tome from them ; and that T have engaged, on this 
confideration> that the Lydians themfelves Ihall 
freely bring out all that is rich and valuable in Sar-' 
dis. This I know they will do. And thus will the . 
fame place be ftocked with many good things for 
you againft another year. But if you fack.it, the 
arts themfelves, by which thofe good thirtgs are 
procured, will perifli. And firll, it is fitting that 
trufty perfons be fent by you to take pofTeflion of my 
own treafures.* The advice was taken, and Croefus 
was permitted to enjoy his former grandeur ; but the 
power of making war was taken from lum. 

Tile 
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The Carians were at this time fplit into faftioiu 
and plunged in a civil war, Cyrus fent one of his 
Perfians, named Adufius, at the head of fome for- 
ces, to them ; who corapofed their differences, and 
left fufficient garrifons in the ftrong place?. The 
Cilicians and Cypriots had tendered their fervice in 
this expedition ; and in return were allowed the 
priviledge of being governed by their own natives; 

Adusius, having performed this, was ordered 
to fupport Hyftafpas, who had been difpatched into 
Plirygia with an army. The maritime Greeks, by 
dint of prefents, obtained the favor of being free 
-from garrifons, but were made tributary, and o- 
bliged to ferve in the army, when called upon. The 
king of Plirygia made fliew of refiftance, but, his 
governors revolting, he fell into the hands of Hyf- 
tafpas. This general haviJig fecured the country, 
returned with fuch of the Phrygians in arms as had 
taken part with him. The reft, who had borne arms 
againft him, were obliged to follow la quality of 
flingers. All this while Cyrus was buiied at Sardis 
in making engines and battering rams for the reduc- 
tion of fuch forts as Ihould refufe to fubmit. But 
;no\v he judged it time to remove thence. 

Cyrus, at his departure from Sardis, left ia 
the place a numerous garrifon of foot, and took 
Croefus along with him. There were in the train 
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ft * ' * li^t itiidc of waggons loadcn with wealth. The royal 
^ captive brought to him a particular in writing o£ the 
contents of every waggon, and to whofe charge it 
was committed. ' By having this Schedule (faid he) 
yoii wHl know who is honeft, and who is not/ ' You 
do well/ anfwered Cyrus, *but my people, who 
convey this wealth, are worthy to poflTefs it : fo that 
if they ileal, they fleal only what is their own. 

He carried with him alfo a good number of Lyd- 
ians, who were curious in arms and horfcs and chat 
riots, and whom he perceived to be defirous of gra- 
tifying him in what they could. Thefc werearraed. 
But if he obferved any to follow him with an ill 
will, he gave their horfes to the Periians, burned 
their arms, and obliged them neverthelefs to follow 
as (lingers. And all the able bodied men, who came 
into his power without arms, he made ilingers of in 
like manner. 

He took the route of Babylon with his army, and 
fubdued in his way thft greater Phrygia, Cappadocia, 
and that part of Arabia; on which he touched ; and 
furnilhed his Perfian Cavalry, now no fewer than 
forty thoufand, with the arms of thofe people. He 
diftributed alfo many horfes, taken from the captives, 
amongft the forces in alliance with him. Thus he 
* srdvanced to the capital of Aflyria with a vaft ca- 

valry, a prodigious number of fpearmen and arch^ 
^rs, and an infinite multitude of ilingers. 

When 
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When he came to tlic place, he there arranged 
his army, and rode roUnd the city, attended by his 
friends and fome of the allies. Having taken good 
notice of the walls and fortifications, he was prepar- 
ing to decamp, when a deferter from the city brought 
intelligence that the Babylonians intended to attack 
him, as he drew off; for that ' they had obferved his 
phalanx from the wall, and thougltt it weak and 
defpicable/ And no wonder ; for the furrounding 
of fiich an immenfe wall had rendered tire phalanx 
thin of courfe. But Cyrus altv^red the pofition of 
his troops in fuch a manner, that they durft not at- 
tempt it. 

He now drew off and encamped at a diflancfc 
from llic city, calling a council of war, wherein the 
ficge of tliis metropolis was refolved on. Yet this 
was no eafy eiitcrprize. Cyrus himfelf did not 
readily conceive how it was pofJiible to take it, other- 
wife than by famine. For, befides the impregnable 
Hrength of their walls, the inhabitants were /itill fur- 
ther fecured by the Euphrates, Which ram through 
the midi^ of the city. And the river was here two 
fui longs wide, and about twelve feet deep, T\\c 
number of men- to defend the walls was very great, 
and the place was f^orcd with proviiions for more 
than twenty years. 

Vol. II. \ ^^'t.^^ 



78 CYRUS. 

These difficulties however did not difcourage 
CvRi^s fiom profeaiting his defign. But, defpalung 
to tpke the place by ftorm, he caufed a line of cir- 
cumvallalion to be diawn quite round it, with a large 
and deep ditch ; reckoning, tliat if all communica- 
tion with the coimtry was cut off, th^ more people 
there were within the city, the fooner they would be 
obliged to furrender» That his troops might not be 
too much fatigued, he divided his army into twelve 
boiiies, afligning to each its month, for guarding 
the trenches. The befieged, thinking themfelves out 
of all danger, by reafon of their high walls and plen- 
teous magazines, infulted Cyrus from the ramparts, 
and looked upon all the trouble, wliich he gave hini* 
fclf, as fo much unprofitable labor* 

Hav IN G now fpent two entire 5'ears before Baby- 
lon, without gaining any confiderable advantage over 
tlie place, Cy rus refolvcd at lalt upon the following 
jftratagem, which put him in poffeffion of it. He wa» 
informed that a great annual folemnity was kept in 
Babylon; and that the Babylonians on that ocCafion, 
were accuftomed to fpend the whole night in drink- 
ing and debauchery. This he judged a proper time 
to fur prize theno in ; and accordingly fent a ftrong 
detachment to the head of tlie canal, leading tq 
the great lake, which had been lately dug by Nitocris, 
with orders, at an appointed time, to break down 
fhp ^r^at banki which was between the lake and the 
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canalf and to turn the whole current into the lake* 
At the fame time he appointed one body of troops at 
the place where the fiver entered into the city, and 
another where it came out, ordering them to march 
in by the bed of the river, as foon as they fhould 
find it fordable. Tow a rds the evening he opened the 
head of the tienches on both fides the river above 
the city, that the water might difchargc itfelfinto 
them. By thefe means, and the breaking down of 
the great dam, the river was foon drained. Then 
the two bodies of troops above-mentioned, according 
to their orders, entered the chanel, the one com- 
manded by Gobryas, the other by Gadatas ; and find- 
ing the Gates all left open, by reafon of the general 
diforder of that riotous night, they penetrated into 
the very heart of the city without oppofition ; and 
meeting at the palace, according to their agreement,. 
Airprized the guards, and cut them in pieces, Thofe 
who were in the palace, opening the gates to know 
the caufe of this confufion, the Perfians rufhed in^ 
took the palace, and killed the king, who, fword ia 
hand, came out to meet them. The king being kil- 
led, and tliofe who were about him put to flight ;. 
the reft fubmitted, and the Medes and Perfians be^ 
came matters of the place. This put an end to the. 
Babylonian empire, and fulfilled. the prophecies ut- 
tered againft that proud metropolis. In that very 
night, the king entertained, on occafion of the pub- 
lie rejoycings, a thoufand of his lords at a. <^^'^ 

J 2 Xi'S.WSiCCSX % 
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banquet; and having profaned the facred veffeb, 
which his grand- father Nebuchadnezzar had brought 
from Jcrufalem, he firft faw written on the wall of 
his banquet ing-room, and' afterwards heard from the 
mouth of Daniel, the fevere doom^^ which immedi- 
Atefy overtook him. 

The next morning tlic inhabitants were difarmcd ; 
and Cyrus appointed his couit in the moit magni- 
ficent manner. Here he reigned in conjunAion with 
his uncle Cyaxares^ who is alfo called Darius the 
Mcde. Nay, fo far did Cyrus carry his coniplai- 
iiince, that he let his uncle enjoy the firft rattlU 

Having fettled affairs at Babylon, 'Cyrus re- 
turned into Perfiaj, to pay a vifit to his farther and 
mother, who were ftill living. Af^er a^ fhort flay 
there, he went back to Babylon, together with Cy* 
axares. On their arrival, they concerted together 
the eftabHfhment of the whole empire ; and having 
divided it into an hundred and twenty provinces,, 
the government of thefe was given to fuch as had 
diftlnguiflied themfelves during the war. 

The civil government being thus fettled, Cyrus 
ordered all his forces to join him at Babylon. On a 
general review, he found them to ccnfift of one 
hundred and twenty thoufand horfe, two thoufand 
chariots armed with fcythes, and fix hundred thou- 
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fani foot. Having diftribiited into garrifohs fucli a 
number of thefe, as he judged neceflary for the de- 
fence of the feveral parts of the empire, he ma relied 
with the remainder into Syria, where he fettled the- 
affairs of tiwt province, and tlten reduced the other 
nations as far as the red fea, and the confines o£' 
Ethiopia, 

About two years after the redu^ion of Babyloit, . 
Cyaxares dying, and alfo Cambyfes king of Perlia', 
Cyrus returned to Babylbn once more, and took, 
upon him the whole government of the empire, whick* 
iie held for the fpace of feven years,. 

Iif the iirft of thefe feven yearrs expired the- 
feventy years of the Baby lonilh captivity, whenCv^ 
«XJ5 publifhed the following edicl, whereby the JewS- 
were allowed to return to Jerufalem ; 

Y'HUS faith CTRUS king of the Perfians, The 
L O RD (f Ifrt^l, tliB mgfl high L OR D, ha!fi' 
made me king oftks ivhok world, aad commanded ms to build' 
him an hcufe at yerufaiem in ^swry. If therefore there be 
tiny cf you that are ef his people^ Lt tite LO R D, even hit 
LO R Df be with him, and let him go up f^Jervfalem that 
i> in Judsa, and build the hottft of the LORD, cf If ad;, 
farheisths LORD thai chuelkth in JerufaUm, fFho^ 
focver then dwfU in pkiCH about, let them help him, tlofs I 
fay tlidt arehiisci^eurs, vmk^old.and'withjitwr^ -wi^is.. 
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gifttf tvith licrft$ and with cattle and other thmgf^ tiAidk 
have been fet forth by vow for the Temple of the i^O:RO 
^ Jsrufalem. 

There is no dx)ubt but this Edrcl was obtained 
\?y Daniel, who was in great credit and authorily at 
<;ourt. That he might the more e^e^ually induce 
Ihe king to grant him that favor, he Ihewed him the 
prophecies of Kaiah, naming hhn^^ an hundred and 
twenty years before his birtli, as one appointed by 
God to be a great conquerer, a king over many na^ 
lions, and the reftorer of his people, by ordering 
their temple to he rebuilt, and Jerufalem and Judea 
to be repoffeffed by their ancient inhabitantSv Cy- 
Kus reitored to the Jews at tlie fame tkne all the 
vefTels of tlie temple, which Nebuchadnezzar had 
brought from Jerufalem, and. lodged \a tlie tenipk 
of BaaL. 

This prince, being equally beloved by his own 
JEubjcfts, and ihofe of the conquered nations, peace- 
ally e.ijoyed the fruits of his labors and vidoriesw 
His rew.-ereded empire was bounded on the Eaft by 
,the river Indus ; on the North by the Cafpian and 
Euxine feas ; on the Weft by the Egean ; and on the 
South by Ethiopia and the fea of Arabia, He. kept 
his refidence in the. heart. of thefe countries, fpend^ 
ing the fevcn cold montlis at Babylon, by reafon.Qf 
J^e v.armih of that climate 9 tliree months in the 

Cueing 
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f^^|-ing at Sufa ; and two moiitJis during the heat of 
the fumnicr at Ecbatait, 

Having fpent feven years in this flate of tran- 
quility, and cftablifhed his emptre with fuch wifdom, 
that, upon the ftrcngth of this foundation alone,, it 
flood above two hundred years, notwilhftanding the 
ralh and impolitic proceedings of his fiiGceffors, he 
died in the feventieth year of his age, equally regret- 
ted by aEtlie nations of his extenfive dominions. He 
had reigned, from his firft taking upon him the com- 
mand of the Median and Perftan armies, thirty 
years ; from the Fedu(flion of Babylon, nine ^ and; 
from his becoming fole monarch of the eaft, on the 
death of Cyaxarcs, feven years* Authors differ 
i^rangelyj as to the manner of his death. Tkeac* 
count of Xenophon, w1k> took tlie fa^s. ofhis^hif-^ 
tory from the Perfian records, is by far the moft 
probable, and that informs us that he died in his 
t^ed i» a good old ag9, as.fortuxiatclyas lieliad lived, 
amidit his frieiKls and in his own country;. And aH 
authors agree, that; he was buijed^at Pafergada in 
Perfu, where Xenoplion feiys. tliat . he died. The 
Jx)dy, inclofed in a coffin of gold, was laid upon a 
bed of ftate, in the midft of a fmallbut neat build* 
iog, the whole furiHture. of which was tnJy regaL 
^id this monument' "^i^ to bft fejSA in the thne of 
Alexander ihq gre^tt. . 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of P A N T H E A. 

THE circumilances of Pamthea's hiftory nre 
clofely conne^ed with that of Cyrus, and 
given to m by the fame admirable author. After 
the firlt battle, which Cyrus fouglit with the Affyr- 
ians and their allies, this lady was taken captive in 
the enemy's camp, with her attendants confiftingof 
fomc women and three eumichs. She was the wife 
of Abradatcs the titular king of the Sufians. Her 
h\iiband had been fome time before difpktched bj 
the AiTyrian monarch to the king of the- Badtrhuis, 
who was his acquaintance and friend, in qiiality of 
ambaflador, to perfuade thatmonarch to accede to 
the allianc^^ 

When Arafpes the Mede, with fome otliers, fiiA 
entered lier pavilion, they found her fitttng on the 
ground, with her matd-fervants around her, and 
cloathed in the fame manner. When they locte'd 
round them for the miftrefs, altho' flie fate veikd, 
with her eyes fixed upon the ground, it was. eafy to 
dii^inguilh her from tlie red. But wlieo ihe was oc^ 
dered to rife, and h«r attendants rofe. up likcwi^ 
Die appeared infinitely fuperior to the r6ft/ in majefly^ . 
in manner^ and in beauty«. Hex charms ihone with 
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liiftre through the humble habit which flie wore. 
Yet they could difcern the tears to moiften her gar-? 
ments, and partly to flow down even to her feet. 
One of them prayed her to be of good courage, fgr 
that, altho' they were informed that her own huf-' 
band was endued with many excellencies both o£ 
body and mind, yet they fliould^referve her for one 
who was not exceded by any man in the rare gifts o£ 
peifon and underftanding and quality and power. 
For of all men, faid they, Cyrus is furely the moft. 
worthy of admiration. When ihe lieaid tliis. Hie 
rent her garment, and began to weep aloud : ker 
maids alfo lifted up tli^ir voices and wept. In tkis 
fcene of diflrefs her neck and haodfi appeared, to 
tlve infinite fur prize of all that were prefent, jvko 
confefled that fuch a form had never yet been (cen in 
Afia. 

Ar a s p e s , who afterwards fell dcfperately in lo^^^'e 
with this lady, gave Cyrus an account of what had 
pgiTed, inviting him to fee this wonder. This how- 
ever Cyrus, wha was as continent as the famous 
Scipio afterwards, prudently declined, and commit- 
ed her to the C2.re of Arafpes, charging him lo ufe 
her well. And this charge he gave, as well from 
his awn natural difpofitiou, as from the refledtiuu 
that fuch treatment might prove advantagous to 
his affairs. But we fliall not foreftall the reader, 
but lay befoie hh\} thq f^^uel of this hiftery in a 



86 PANTHEA. 

more proper and engaging way. A young genifc' 
man of Nc^v College in Oxford has feme time ago 
extraded the feveral parts of it, as they lay difperf- 
cd in our author, and connefted them in verfe. As 
vrc have the author's leave, we iliall prefent the 
reader with this performance r on the pcrufal of 
which, he will allow the juftice of that obfervatlon, 
thati/tf Atufei fpoht fromth mouth ofXtnoplum* 

' The raptur'd gazer (hall behold no more, 
« Nor e'er, a form fo lovely, view*d before ; 
' From all her afpeft joys immortal rife« 
' Bloom on her cheeks and revel in her eyes ; 

* O Cyrus, fee this prodigy, and own 

* Thy conquefts poor, compar'd with this alone f 

Arasp£s thus reveal'd tlie flame that bum'd 
Within his breaft, and Cyrus thus return'd, 

* Thy glowing fpeech an ardent paflTion proves, 
' Arafpes has already feen, and loves ; 

* But know that Cyrus will not tempt his painsj 
' Nor truft a weaknefs which his foul difdains, 

* To gain her love exert thy utmoft (kill, 

* But, O ! forbear to violate the will : 

' Our good intentions give our arms fuccefs, 
' For heav'n we fight, and conquer but to blefs.' 

Dillrefs'dPANTHEA ! whom thefatesnow fave 
from death, to mourn a captive and a flave I 



PANTHEA. 87 

The viftoryet thy beauteous form to view 
Declines, and fears to be a captive too. 

Araspes, licensed, urges now the fait - 
From day to day with moft aflfiduous care ; 
Now fighs fubmiflive, now with phrenfy burns, 
A fuppliant fues, and menaces by turns ; 
Bids her to mark the difTrence, where the flow'r 
Free-op'ning to the fun embahns the bow'r ; 
And where, while fhiunk and joylefs in the fhadcj 
*i'is rudely pluck'd and in difhonor laid: 

Alarm'd, to Cyrus all her fears fhe fends. 
And to his faith her fpotlefs fame commends. 
The youthful Hero could with pleafureview 
Virtue's bright funihine gild afilidlion through ; 
Pa N THE A 's rare fidelity ador'd. 
But much the frailty of his friend deplor'd. 
'O falFn Arafpes! (fiid the god-like youth) 
' Stain not this mirrour of imfailing truth ; 

* IvCt not thy pallions thus thy foul enflave, 

^ Recal thy manhood, for thou once waft brave; 
' Hie ihee to CrcEfus, all pur force reveal, 
^ And jom his councils with pretended zeal ; 
' By abfence, and the powV of reafon s laws, 

* Regain thy peace, and fcrve the common caufc.' 

He bow'd alTent: and now through all the hoft, 
R^U the vain rumour of Arafpes loft. 
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Dcfcrtinjij to the proud AfTyrian's will 
Through fear of pain and confcioufnefs of ill. 

With joy it fill'd the fair Panthe a's breaft, 
Whofc lines the Perfian Hero thus addrefb'd, 

* "Mourn not this wretch abandon d and accurs'd ; 
' Who fell from Cyrus, fell from Virtue firft ; 

* Grant me to fummon my lov'd lord in ha fie, 

* The loft Arafpes fliall be well replaced, 

* And Cyrus fliall in Abradates find 

' A facred fricndfhip, and a grateful mind. 
' Nor thou fuppofe the quick tranfition ftrange, 

* Orchjrge to lightnefs this important change : 
' 'Tir. injury that ftirs ; the pointed fling 

' Wounds fioin the luft of this Aflyrian king, 

* \\ hofe tyrant pafTions inftigate his aim 

* To cloud the luflre of our hallow'd flame. 

* Xor fliall he greet thee with profeHion vain, 
' Or join tiiy party wUh an iifelefi train." 

— Hf cairc, and warlike fquadrons mark'd his way. 
Two tl.oufind gallant fleeds around him neigh : 
A\ horn Cyrus worth his warmeft friendfliip deeniM, 
Kank'd in the number of liis moft efteem'd. 

But with what mutual joys their bofoms biim'd. 
When his Tan the a view'd him thus returned ; 
Entranc'd in ardent and enraptured love. 
When their hearts leap'd and words for utterance 
ftrove^ ' No 
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No Mufe can paint, no language can reveal. 
And lovers only after abfence feel. 
When to each other all their fouls they pour. 
And with the paft compare the prefent hour. 

And how Panthea to her lord imparts 
The chafle demeanour and the virtuous arts 
Of youthful Cyrus ; forward to difclofe 
How much her honor to his goodnefs owes ; 
Without whofc fears divinely thus appeased. 
Not Abradates felf, nor life had pleas'd. 

* How then (faid he) Ihall we pay bick again 

* The gifts, which bind us to this man of men }* 

* One only way (fhe cry^d) obtains that end 5 

* To hazard all for this Hluftrious friend.* 

Next, to the grand pavilion he repairs. 
And finds the Perfian hero filVd with cares, 
Whofe hand engagingly he feiz'd, and faid, 
' Here be my thanks, my heart's beft off 'ring, paid, 
' And here I vow whatever was done by man, 

* Or friend, or^fervant, andaffiftant, can.* 

' Then, as my friend, thrice welcome to my breafl, 
(Said Cyrus) while his eyes his joys confefs'd, 

* Next to thy love be thy affeftion mine ; 

* JVly handj my heart, and this pavilion thine/ 

The Perfian s aim, as now his numbers fail/ 
Was, by fuperior reafon to prevail 5 
Vol, Ih K ^^ 
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F>y art an eafy viftory to gain. 

And with arm'd chariots fwcep the fatal plain. 

New tlie defign, and, while the fcheme they try'd, 

In all with Cyilis Ahradates vie'd : 

Ecnc.it h hib eye an hundred chariots r-.fe, 

AVhich liircatned diie perdition to his foes ; 

Thcfe he would lead in his diflinguiih*d car, 

Conip.ininn and example of the war : 

I nur poles extended from the gay machine. 

And twice four fprightly Iteeds annex'd were fecn. 

Mean time Pan the a, from the nuptial vcv 
C.ueful, in all that prudence would allow, 
} ndcaring yet and elegant in all 
For which her careful prudence gave the call, 
A curioiLs plate devis'd to fliicld his breaft. 
And, to proteft his head, a glitt'ring creft 
Of Lurnilli'd ^^Id, with glowing gold deiign'd 
llib nenous arms in circling plates to bind. 

And now came on the fatal day, that muft 
Shew proud AlFyria humbled in the dud ; 
Before his tent the fumptuous chariot ilands, 
Andfilent numbers wait his high commands. 
The precious helmet then Pan the a drew 
And the rich brealt- and arm-plates to his view ; 
Thefe with officious hand llie faflen'd round, 
Aud his ftrong wrists with brilliant bracelets bound: 

This 



PA NT HE A^ 91 

This done, o'er all his limbs a purple vcd^ 
Eiifigii of regal dignity Jhe caft ; 
Then on his' breaft in am'roiis anguifh hung .• ■ ■ ■ 
Amaa*d he faw, and filence ty'd his toi?gue ; , 

For quite in fecret liad the cunning fair 
De/ign'd and meafur'd all with niceft care : 
At length — ' What has my jewel done to day ? 
' Defpoil'd hcrfelf to trick me out fo gay }' 

* Not fo (Panthka faid) not fo, ray love ; 
' For you my nobleft ornament fhall prove ; 

' While to the world, as to myfelf, you fhine 

* The brighteft gem, that e er enrich'd the mine' 
Siie ftrove her tears to hide, wliile thus flie fpeaks^ 
Yet tears of love bedew'd lier beauteous cheeks. 

The royal Abradates, ever blefsM 
With lib'ral afpedl, far outfhone tlie left ; 
And now made ready, witli her pralfe well-pleas'd, 
T' afcend the chariot, and the reins he feiz'd ; 
When fair Pan the a bad the reft retire. 
And thus befpoke the lord of her deiire ; 
' Since for a time we are ordain d to part, 

* Lord of my life, dear fov 'reign of my heart I 

* Tell me, to thy experiwice I appeal, 

* What 1 for thee, did ever woman feel 

' For man before ? but tlius why need I preft 
' What all the adlions of my life confefs ? 

* Yet dear to ev'ry confcious thought within, 
' Dear as thou artj and evermore hafi been^ 

K z *^^ 
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' Yet would I ckufe, with thee ftill honour'd, brave, 

* To reach tlie dreary xnanfions of the grave 

* Rather inhunf d alive, th^n Ihare thy throne, . 

* Thy ftattand bed, with fame and honor gonci 

* S«> hive I truly judgd myfelf and thee 

* Worthy of higheft note and dignity ! 

* Remember what we owe to Cynis too, 

' Who, when a captive firil I fear'd his view, 

* Sav'd me for thee, ihoYor himfeli refcrv'd, 

* Nor from the rules of fir ideft virtue fwerv'd# 
' Remember too the promife made him fince, 

* When firf! Arafpes left his godlike prince, 

' That you with better.faith fhould wait his wiB, 
' Share all his fortunes and attend Itim ftiU." '^ 

He heard with high delight, and on lier head 
Imposed his hand and thus with fervor pray'd ; 

•Almighty JovE ! O grant me flill to prove 

* A con fort worthy of the fair I love, 

* Nor Cyrus' friendfhip ever to forego, 

* Through whom for thee fuch virt'ous honors fiovff 
Then mounts the fplendid car with aftion light. 
And in a moment was inclosed from f^ht. 

The chariot now, which all her wiffa conceal'd. 
She kifs'd, and gently follow'd as it wheel'd : 
He turn'd and fa w,— his words her grief renew, 

* Adieu, Pan THE A, fweeteftlove, adieu!* 
Then, by her nymphs furrounded, Ihe retired. 
By all regretted, as by all adniir*d> 

Fof 
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For tlio* her gallant confort ftill was feen 
Of nobleft prefence and engaging mien ; 
His vehicle ilio' glorious to behold ; 
Himfelf attir'd in purple, gems and gold ; 
Unheeded yet he pafs'd while Ihe was nigh#, 
Panthe a's charms atttafted ev'ry eye. 

The Perfian, as he view'd tlie front of war^ 
Now tuni'd his fteed, advancing to tlic car ;. 
Him he obferv'd and with obfequious liafte 
Defccnded, whom the liero thus addrefb'd* 
' Of all th* afliftants tl\at around me Hand, 
' Ileav n has adjudg'd you worthieft of commaad, 
' O Abradatcs ; 5'et keep this in mind, 
' That Perlia's dreaded fons march clofe behind ; 

* The fons of Perfm ever take their turns, 

* Their friends fu^^porting,. wJien the battle burn^J^ 

To whom the chief ; * O prince, I fee fuccef^, 

* Our clofe embodied front portends no lefs ; 
' Of due fupport our.fla»ks are moft dd^arr'd, 

* Which only chariots, thinly fcatter'd, guard : 

* Hence, had you not aflign d to me this place, 

* The poft of honor in the battle's face, 

* I fliauld have blufli'd to fee myfelf fcciire, 

* While thefe the burthen of Uie iight endure/ 

* Illustrious chief (Cambyfes'fon reply M) 
'Approved ia council, avid v\\it\^ti!ikScCN^ ^A^J ^» 
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' Thofe numerous fquadrons, now that give thee 

pain, 
' Shall fcek to charge our weaker flaivk»- in vain ; 
' Or e er a fword can flrike^ or javelin fall, /',' 

* Thou Ihak behold them turn'd and flying all. 

* Be this thy fignal then, wlienc'er thine eye 

* Shall, plcas'd, behold thofe niim'rous fquadronsfly* 

* Then, then, and not *tiU then, thy reins let go, 
' And pour impetuous on the frighted foe. ; 

* Mcaii-tiine, cVe yet the low'ring fronts engage, 
' And the hods clafh with undifcerning rage, 

' Exliort our friends with coward foes to cope, 
^ Infpir/e with courage andfuftain witli hope.' 

Sage was his judgment ; for on either flanks 
Peforc the chariots, camels ftood in rank, 
Noifome to horfes, at whofe foetid fmel! 
They rear'd, and into ftrange diforder fell ; 
Tlien quickly turning from th* offenfive fight, 
Coiifua'd they fled, and horror wing'd their flighty 
AVhile breaft of man and beaft a panic feels. 
As the fcyth4 chariots thunder at their heeh,. 

Th is Abradates feeing, call'd aloud, 
? FoUow your leader,* to th' attending crowd, 
AVhich faid, and plying hard the galling thongs 
With dire impetuofity among 
The adverfe hoft he drove : on either fide 
f|is friends wit\\ ec\v\a\ ^^c^\X\^u 0£NaxvQts> guide* 

-^ 
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Th* Aflyrian cars percdv'd th" unequal (ray. 
And, opning wide, wheel'd fuddenly away : 
What duift abide the Sufian hero cnifhM, 
Then furious on th* Egyptian phalanx rufli'd ; 
As thefe, expert, in clofe battalia flood. 
The din tremendous', and the fhock was nide ; 
With planging arms in heaps on heaps they fall ;. 
Unutterable tumult covers all ; 
Here, as the wheels rofc bounding o er the dead. 
Thrown from hiscar th^illnftripuschieftarn blcd» 
Al when the Bird of Jove with piercing eyes 
Some ferpent from his tow'ring height efpies^ 
He darts upon the foe with rapid wing. 
And bears aloft — yet feels the pointed ilmg;: 
Thus, as he conquers, panting beats the plain. 
And bleeding falls triiunphant on the flain* 

This cdnqueft gzlnd, his chiefs around him 
merf. 
And in high drains the Perlian vi^^or greet: 

* But where is Abradates ? where my friend ?^ 
Nor, 'till he kiwws, his warm enquiries end r 
At le^igth, in fpeech adapted to deplore ; 
Twas anfwer*d, * Abradates is no more j 

* Glorious he dy*d ; his melancholy queen 

' Now fits upon the ground (affecting fcene \) 

* Clofe to the cold and pallid corft, 'tis faid, 

^ AikI on her knees fupports the bloodlefs head/ 
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Great Cynis, as he vents a mQiirnful cry, 
AVith grief t ran ffortcd, fmote upon his thigh ; 
Tlien hafted to the fpot, where on the ground, 
Tlie weeping fair and his dead friend he found : 
Opprcilive griefs his tortur d bofom fill'd. 
And from his eyes unceafing tears diftilVd ; 
Thefe words at length he uttcr'dwilh a groani 
« Thou brave and faithful fpirit ! art thou flown ^ 
Why halt thou left us V Then with pit'ing look 
The death-cold hand of Abradates took ;— — 
The hand, which erft was fever'd from its arifl, 
Obfcquious foUow'd — — and the loud alarm 
Of lamentation from the fair-one broke> 
'Who, kiffing firft, replac'd the hand, and fpoke, 
' Ah much lov'dhand ! not fmgly thus thou art> 
•■Alike difhonour'd ev-ry graceful part ! 

* And this, O virtuous Cyrus, was for thee ; 

* Nor lefs I deem (unthinking wretcli) foi me ; 

* Fool that I was ! who fpurr'd Ivim on to fame^ 

* To Ihine the iriend of Cyrus ; envy'd name ! 
' Unblam'd he fell (purfu'd the weeping fair) 

* Wliile I,, the caufe, here breathe tl»e vital air f 

Th s fpeech of Cyrus for a time was ty'd ;, 
He wept in iilence, and at length reply *d, 

* Glorious he fell, and on his favour d head 

* Conqueft and fame their pureft luftre fhed*. 

* Rich prefents Ihall his fepulchre adorn ; 

* Nor they, th* illuftrious dead^ fuch honors fcom ;; 
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* That fepulchre magnificent fhall rife, 

* And victims bleed to grace his obfequies. 

* Nor you, in whom diflinguifh*d merits fhine, 

< And niodelt charms with confcious worth com* 

bine, 
' Shall iinprotc6led live ; fo Jo VE defend 

* Our caufe j and vidory our arms attend f 
' Say but to whom, or whither, you retire, 

' Our pow'r and wealth ihall crown each known 
deiire/ 

'Thanks! faidPANTHSA ; Cyrus foonfhall 
know 
u\ 'To whom liiope^ and chiefly: wifh to go.' . 

The prince withdrew ; and moiirn'd the hajpIeS 
fate 
Of fuch a wife depriv'd of fuch a mate! 
Nor was lie well aware to whom (he meant. 
And chiefly wifh'd with ardor, to be fent ; 
For with the poniard now fhe pierc'd her breafl^ 
And on her lord's lov'd bcrfom funk to reft. 

Rest ever happy then, tranfcendent pair, 
Braveft of youths, and loyliefl of the fair i 
While here your names a precious balm diffufe. 
Inwoven with the laurels of the Mufe. 



*^^^Vii 



^^ PANTHEA. 

Th V s far the poet. But we muft add, that, when 
Pan THE A expired on thebofomof iier hu(band» the 
niirfe, not without piteous lamentations^ covefed 
them both decently, as ihe had been before inftnidt- 
ed by her miflrefs. Cynis, informed of the action, 
returned haAily and with affright to the fpot, to fee 
if there was any room for afMance. In the mean 
time, her three eunuchs in waiting, difdaining life 
after the lofs of tlieir miflrefs, fiabbed themfelves alfo* 
All that Cyrus could now do, was, to pay the laft 
honors to the dead ; which he did with fincere grief, 
and in the mod magnificent manner* A laige and 
long barrow was thrown up, by way of monument, 
according to the cuilom of tliofe early ages, on the' 
higheft part of which was erected a fuperb column 
with an infcription in Siiiac charaderp, containmg 
the names of Abradates and P a n th e a . Qn the low- 
er part of it were three columns with the infcriptions 
of The Sceptre-Bearx-Rs, intimating that the 
three eunuchs were tliere interred, tlie badge of whofe 
of?ice the fceptre was. This monument was faid to 
be f emainir^g to the time of Xenophon. 
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CHAP. V. 
Of ELISA, or DIDO. 

EL 1 S A, known alfo by the name of Dido, fled 
from Tyre in the feventh year of the reign of 
Pygmalion king of that city. Her flight was'occa- 
lioned by tlie cruel and infatiable avarice of Pygmal- 
ion, who was her brother. This prince had married 
his fifter Dido to his uncle Sichajus, the prieft of 
Hercules, the fecond man in the kingdom, and pof- 
fefled of immeiife wealtlu-% Pygmalion longed excef- 
fively to make this wealth his own, and refolved to 
gratify his defircs by the deftruflion of his uncle. The 
manner, in which this was cffe^led, is differently re- 
lated. Virgil will have it tliat Pygmalion barbarouf- 
ly murdered his uncle at the altar. But Euflathlusand 
Cedienus intimate, that he difpatchcd him at an 
hunting match, and then, throwing liim down a pre- 
cipice, gave out tliat the fall had occafioned his 
death. For, while thofe who attended liim were 
engaged in the purfuit ofa wild boar, the king ran 
him through with his fpear. However that be, he 
reaped no^fruit from his wickednefs, his covetoufnefi 
being defervedly difappoin*ed. For, as Sichaeus was 
well acquainted with the fordid and avaricious ten> 
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per of his nephew, he had by way of precaution bu- 
ried his riches under ground. This, with the pru- 
dent and artful rx>ndu£t. of Eli SA| rendered aboitive 
the tyrant's fchcme. 

SicHiCUs, appearing to his difconfolate widov 
in a dream, apprifed her of hi^ tragical exit, and 
advifcd her to fly iinmcdialely, in order to avoid the 
fame fate. But there fcenis to have been no need of 
this, for file was a woman of great fagacity and 
penetration, and well k/iew what had prompted 
Tygmalion to the murder of lier hulbaud. Yet ihc 
concealed her refentments with the moft artful difli- 
Cmulition, and file^^cd the fame kindnefs and eC- 
tccm for him, as if Ihe had not entertained the leaft 
AiftMcion. Thus, the* ihe was fully determined to 
niiike Iwr cfcape and carry oil' thofe treaful-es, which 
had iniHgated her biOtlier to fo inhuman an adlion, 
Ihe judged it proper for fome time to araufe him, 
and keep up the appearance of a tender affe6Uon, 
'till an opportunity o.fered of airembling her friends, 
and concerting with them the proper meafures for 
fpcedily abandoning Tyre. Tlie principal of thefe, 
were iier brother Barca and feveral fenators, who 
luting Pygmaiion, and apprehcjiding themfclves e- 
very moment in danger of being facriJiced by a prince, 
who had br(;ken through all ties of nature and hu- 
manity, engaged to follow her at all adventures. 

The 
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The mofe covertly and effcftually to execute the 
defi^^n w'lich fhe had formed, (lie applied to the king 
for velflb to convey herfelf and her brother Barca, , 
with their eJe<5ls, to Chartaca, a maritime town in 
his dominions, under the pretext of refiding tlieie. 
To this Pygmalion readily agreed, as imagining that 
by fuc!\ a ftep he :hould become mafter of what had 
been £o long the obje^fl of his defires. 

Elisa, being thus fupplied with men and (hips, 
weighed anchor, and being got into the ocean at a 
proper diftance from Tyre, commanded her men to 
throw into the fea fome bags filled with fand, wliick 
fhe told them, contained the wealth of her hulband 
Sichaeus ; and then hi a doleful tone entreated hijj ma- 
nes to accept ofthofe riches as an oblation, which 
had been the caufe of his deftru^lion. Afterwards, 
addrefling herfelf to her companions, ihe gave them 
to underftand that there was nothing terrible which 
they might not fear from the tyrant's rcfentment, for 
being inltrumental in defeating his avaricious purpo- 
fe?, if they fhould ever fall into his hands. By which, 
n^eans having fixed them more firmly in her intcreft, 
flie purfued her voyage, and got out of her brother's 
reach before he was apprifed of her rcfolulion, 

Pygmat.ion, finding all his hopes thus defeated 
by his fiber's fubtlety, and being grieved that tliofc 
treafures fhould b« fo faatched from him Liv ^Ltcvcvxcvst'CvX.^ , 
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u hicli he thought hhnfdf fo fure of^ and which he 
had fo long enjoyed in imagination, gave orders 
to fit out a fleet with all poflible expedition, that he 
might fail in piirfuit of the fugitives. But he was di- 
verted from this defign by the entreaties of his 
mother, and the menaces of the infpired college of 
the Vntes, who threatened him with the indignation 
of the Gods, if he offered to obftruft, in any manner, 
the grand projeft tliat Elisa was gone upon. 

The firfl place, which our heroine touched at, 
was fome port in the ifland of Cyprus, pofTibly Sala- 
mis, which was then in its infancy, fince, according 
to Virgil and Servius, in conjunftion with the Mar- 
bles, Teucer and Mcttinus, Eli fa's father, feized up- 
on Cyprus, or at leaft a part of it, not long before 
whcie the former of thefe built Salamis. We arc 
fcnfiblc howevei that many learned men have rejeft- 
cd this chronology, and it would interfere too much 
with f>ur narration to clear up fo difputed a point. But 
whatever port of Cyprus it was, here Ihe met with a 
I^ricft of Jupiter, who offered to attend her with his 
whole family, and partake of her future fortune ; 
which file readily accepted of. As this motion of the 
pricfl was fuppofed to precede from an impulfe, or 
rather command, of the deity himfelf, fhe looked up '. 
on it as a good omen, and fettled the prieflhood of 
Jupiter iu that family. 



It 
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It was a prevailing cuftom in th?s ifland, at the 
time of Elisa's arrival, for the maids to go on cer- 
tain ftateddays, before marriage to ihefea-iide, there 
to look for Grangers, who might pofTibly arrive on 
their coalts, in order to proftitute themfelves for 
gain, and thereby colledl a dowry. Outofthefe . 
the Tyrians feleded a certain number, Jiiftin fays 
So, and carrying them on board, found them very 
fubfervicnt to their defign of planting a new colony. 

From hence they procedcd dircvflly for tlic 
coafts of Africa, and at laft happily landed in the 
province called afterwards the Proper Africa, not 
far from Utica, a Fhccnician city oi' great antiquity. 
The inhabitants received their countrymen wiih all 
poflible demonflrations of joy, and deiiring their con* 
tinuance amongft them, advifed them to build a city 
upon that fpot^ to which the fates had condufled 
them. 

It was Elisa's firft care, upon her arrival, to 
cultivate a good underflanding with the natives, to 
which they were by no means, for any confiderable 
time, averfe, on account of the advantages which . 
they perceived would naturally flow to them from 
an eftablifhed commerce, and harmony betwixt the 
two nations. 
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Ske then purchafed of them a t raft of land for 
licrfclf and her wearied Tyrians to (ettle upon* 
Many authors intimate that the cunning Phcenicians 
Knpofed upon the (iinplc Africans, when a bargaia 
was made betwixt them, in the following manner j 
they defired for their intended fettkment only fa 
much jroiuid as an ox's hyde would encompafs. Thi^ 
lequ'jft l!'C y\fricans at fhft laughed at ; but w€re fuf^ 
prized when, upon their granting it, they found 
Elisa to cut the hyde into the fmalleft fhreds, and 
with them furround a large extent of territory ; oa 
which flic builded a citadel, from this incident cal« 
JedByrfj. The learned however unanimoully agree 
in exploding this fable, wliich feems to owe its origin 
either to tlie envy and malice of the Romans, or to 
the ridiculous vanity of the Greeks, who affefted tp 
deduce every thing that favoujred of high antiquity* 
from their own nation and kn.^nage, tho* never fo 
remote from them. Appian feems to infinnatc, that 
EtisA met at firft with fome oppofitiqn from the 
natives. And this in all probability was true ; for 
it is certain that an annual tribute was exacted from 
them by their firft agreement with the Africans, and 
paid for m::ny years after, for the ground which tli^y 
pofielTed. 

Thf. nei;^hbouring people, at firft invited l?y the 
profpefl of lucre, and with this view repairing to 
the Piiocniciin fcUku\ei\X, \o fcVlU\tfe foreigners the 
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neceflaries of life^ were in a Ihort time incorporated 
amongft them. The number of tlie Phoenicians being 
greatly encfeafed by this acceliion, Elisa followed 
the advice oftheUtiean ambaffadors, who were fent 
to congf atukte her on her happy anuval la the name ' 
of their ftate, and builded a new city, er at leaft 
much enlarged the old one, which could make no ve- 
ry confiderable figure before. . ** " 

As the natives of the conntfy were now of the fame 
fentiments with the Uticans in this particular, Elisa. 
met with no further obftriiftion. On the contrary, 
they gave the Tyrians all neceffary afliftance, both 
in the building'of their city, and in the peopling of 
it afterwards. So that Carthage foon-became a place 
of great reputation, and made Itfelf refpe^ed by all 
vit6 neighbours. 

We arc told by Jiiflin that, in digging for the 
foundations of the city, the workmen firft found an 
ox's head, which was indeed ^ fymboj of fertility q£ 
foiU but at the fame time preiaged continual toif, 
and perpetual fefvit«id#, to the city. .' Upon this they 
removed to another fpot wh^f e in digging they di^"- 
covered an horfe's head, which they interpreted as 
an happier omeni portendin^the future martial ge- 
nius of the inhabitants. . £u(hithius adds, that t^e 
hdrfe's head had'a Falm-Ti 6e» or at leaft a>ranch of 
' Falm^ diftev^ed ^Hfi^ IL Thb was oooiidefcd^ i«'^<^- 
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out doubt, as an emblem €)f viAoiy. This determineit 
Elisa to fix upon that fpot for (he Situation of her 
city. In allufton to this it was» that the Carthagia<> 
aans had in after ages, an Horfe's VUzd, or an Horfe 
and a Palm-Tree^ fo frequently mpon the reverfe qf 
their coins« 

Some of thefe coins, particutarly of the filv^ 
and gold ones, are of exquiiite workmanihip, nothing 
at all mferier to any of the Greek oi; Roman. They 
are found in the kingdoms of Tunis and Algiers, in: 
thofe parts of Spain, which the Carthaginians-firft 
poffefTed, and in Sicily. Numbers of them may he 
ieen in AldretCA in Paruta^ Hayqi, and th^ cabinejO 
oi the curioufs^ 

Every thing thus confpiring wit]i £]ifa*s ylevh 
and fuccediog according to her defire, the new city 
foon grew wealthy and fk>urithing, by the coalition 
<^ difTerent nations. Tliis agreeable iituation temptcil 
Jarbas, a neighbouring prince, to the endei^vour of 
;making himfetf mafier of tt without bloo4-ih«i. In 
order to this, he de&red tliat an^ ainbaffy often of * 
the inoft noble Cacthaginiana might be lent to hiifi* . 
This being complied with, he propofed to them ,9t 
mirriage with Elisa or Dido (for this lad, in all 
probability was the name that ihe went by after her • 
iettlement in Africa) threatening them with war, ia 
^e of aic/ufaji. The amballadoxs oa their retuqn 
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liome, being afraid to deliver the meffagc, told their 
fovereign with Tunic fublkty, that Jarbas deiired 
to have fomc perfon fent to him, who was capable 
of civilizing his Africans : But that there was no 
poilibility of finding any of her fubje^s, who would 
leave 4iis relations lor the coaverfation of fuch has- 
barians. Here they were reprehended by the queen, 
who afked then*, if they were not afhamed to refufe 
living in any manner, which might prove beneficial 
to their country, ta which they owed Iheir very 
lives ? They then opened lo her the king's commands,^ 
.adding that, according to her own deciiion of the 
point, and to fet her fubjeAs a ncblc example, fhe 
ought to give up herfelf to the welfare of her country* 
Being tl^H^eofnared^ (he called upon her hufband ^ 
Stchsuft ui^h tears and lamentations, and at laft 
a^fwered that ihe would go whitlier hec own fatCj 
and that of lier city called her. 

I9 the mean time (be caufcd a pite to be ertAed 
in the fajtheft part of the city : and at the expirati- 
on of three n|oiUhs» which time (he had required 
for the exe^ntjoii pf her defign, killing many viftimf, 
as if ihe i|iteQ4e<{ to facrifice to», and appeafe^ the 
, manes pf bet $rif bufband, before (he entered upon 
a iecond marriage, ihe aiceaded it in the %ht of ^ 
her people* Then looking aroupd her upon the 
Jjp^ators, ihe told them, that ihe wa§ going to her 
%\4kMi9, a9 tlici had pxdcredbec; ISa.^m^Wx^'^^s^ 
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Ihc inftaiuly, with a dagger which flic had taken. 
with her for that purpofe, put aa end to -her own 
life. 

Th I s is Juftin s account of the death of that prin- 
ccfs, and is very dtfrereiity in the caiife, from that 
which is given by Virgil. And Macrobius tells us 
that the Relation of this poej of Dido*s amours with 
^neas, and of her laying violent hands on herfelf at 
his departure from Africa, after he had debauched 
*her, was univerfally ef^eemed as fabulous in his age, 
This author alfo celebrates her temperance and chaf* 
tity ; which is cxadlly agreeable to the faith of hifto- 
ly. And we have reafon enough to believe tliat 
Virgil, as a Roman, did not, in this partieithrr, pay 
the greatcft regard to trutii. For this ihe antipathy 
betwixt his nation and the Cai1haguilan$ wiH fuffici** 
cntly acpount. . 

Her name Eiisa^ drEiissA-, imports the feme 
thing in the Hebrew or Pheeniciah language, as the 
word Virago does in Latin, and may not Improper-} 
ly be rendered The Heroine. That of Di d o fi^nifici 
a Traveller or Wa«<!erer ; and was the name given 
to her after her arrival in Africa* We muft add aa 
aTarther vindication of this Lad/s charafter, that 
after* the niceft fcnitiny into this ^air. It docs hot 
appear to us that .ffincas e^i* was in Africa or Italy. 
The l^mtd BocYiatl W^^ri*^ «» dMSatttlwi pur- 
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pofely to clear up this- point. And upon a review of 
the authors produced, we may rcafonably conclude^ 
that he continued in Afia after the departure of the 
Greeks from Troy, where himfelf, and his- pofterity 
after him, reigned over the remnant of the Trojans 
in that country* 

Hour long DiDtf relgfted at Carthage, or when 
{he came to the violent death above-mentioned, we 
cannot take upon ui todeteimine. What feemt te 
be the be(k fupported by ancient hiftory, is, that hec 
brother Barca, and iiiter Anna, attended her from 
Tyre to Africa ; and tliat, by their committing every 
thing to her carCi management and direAion, i| 
api^arsthat the was a worn in of an uncommon ge^^ 
nius This is evident llkewife from the artful man* 
ner in which ihe impofed upon her brother Pygmal- 
ion before her departure from Tyre, when, uadei 
pretence of diverting her nielancholy on account of 
her hufbaiid's death, wh'ch, fhe iniinuated, her refi- 
dence at Tyre could not fail of perpetuating, flie 
had the ad.Irefs to perfuade him tliat her intention 
was really to reth-e to, and refide at, Chartaca. The 
fecrftcy and prudence, with which her grand enter- 
piize was conHuded, as well as the cunning device 
by which ihe fixed even Pygmalion s men in her 'vor 
tereft, indifputably evince the fame thing. That fhe 
was a lady of moft attradliv^ charms, as well as a rare 
pattern ofChaility, 15 attefted |?y th^belt awtl\<i^^* 
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CHAP. VL 
Of DARIUS the Persian^ 

CAMBYSES fucceded his father Cyrus the 
Great upon the imperial throne of Pcrfia. 
This prince, during his reign of feven years, exer- 
cifed much more tyranny than could naturally be 
expefted from the fon of fo prudent and temj^rate 
a father. He had the cruelty, from caufelefs jealou- 
fy, to put Smerdis to death, tho* his own brother by 
the fame father and motlier, by the hand of Praxaf 
pes. Yet, while he was in Syria, on his return from 
Egypt, an herald arrived in his camp, and confi* 
dently placing himfelf in the midft of the army, . 
with a loud voice proclaimed Smerdis empercir of 
Perfia. The herald was immediately feized and ex- 
amined in the prefence of Prexafpes; and upon 
the whole it appeared plain enough that his brother 
Smerdis had been really flain according to his orders j 
and that the perfon proclaimed was one of the Pcf 
lian Mages of the fame name, wIjd refembled the 
other in perfon, and now ufurped the throne. 

This Smerdis, the Mage, had an elder brother 
nam€\i Patizithes, wl\\v vi\\omCivttb^'f<:s» at Iris dc- 
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parture from Sufa, had left the admlniftration of 
affairs. This man fully aiTured of the death of prince 
Smerdis, which had been carefully concealed from 
moft others, and at the fame time informed tha.t 
Cambyfes was grown infupportable on account 6f 
his tyranny, had now placed the imi^erial diadem 
on the head of his brother, giving out tlut he was 
-the true Sm-rdis the fon of Cyrus. 

Cambyses had now leizure to rcRcCi how un- 
juftly he had murdered his brother. He burft out 
into a flood of tears, and immediately ordered his . 
army to march, with a dcfign to fupprefs the glow- 
ing rebellion. But as lie mounted his hoifc with more 
enK)tion tlian ufual, his fword flipped out of the 
fcabbard, and wounded him in the thigh. Of this 
wound, which mortified, he died in a few days af- 
ter, and the army quietly fubmitted to the per fon 
en the throne, fuppofmg him to be the true Smerdis. . 

The new fovereign granted to his new fubjefts 
many valuable favors, befides an exemption from 
taxes for three years, and treated them in general 
with fuch beneficence, that all the nations of Afia, 
the Perfians only excepted, exprefled great forrow • 
on the revolution that happened a few montlis after* 
To fecure his title, he married AtoiTa the daugther of 
Cyrus, who had been the wife alfo of her brother 
Cambyfes. But the precautions which he tocvV., 
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increased the fufpicioii of many, that he was not the 
tru.* bm^uli^. He h.id married all his predecefToA 
tiivc , iivA -mrr.j the reft, Pheilyma, the daughter 
ot C>i mc , a Vcriiiin nobleman of the firft rank. O- 
tanc', to be fatibficd, fent a tnifty meflcnger to his 
dausjiitcr, to know whether the king was really 
Smerdis the fon of Cynw, or not. She anf\¥ered, 
that ihe hid never fcen tlie fon of Cyrus, and there- 
fore could n .t f^ii^ty him. By a fecond meTige 
he defucd her to ciiquiie of Atol^?. Sh? fent him 
word, th .1 :.' e was not allowed to f^e k with Atofla, 
nor to fee any oilier of the women ; becaufe the king 
had, from the beginning of hisre'gn, lodged all hij 
\\ ivcs in fcper itc apartments. This greatly augment- 
ei the fufpicion of Otan^^ ; who thcreu,x>n (tnr a 
third mellage to her, directing her, when fhc was 
next invited to hiabed, to take the oppcrtunity of 
feeling, while he was aflccp, whether he had ears 
or not ; for Cyrus had formerly caufcd the ears of 
the Mage Smerdis to be cut off for a crime. His 
daughter now faid, that the danger would be very 
great ihould flie be difcovered in the attempt ; jnrt 
in obedience to him, fhe would try ft, and take upon 
her to fatisfy his doubt. She did fo, and, finding' 
that he had no ears, early the next morning fhe fent 
intelligence thereof to her father, 

Ot\nes now iinparted the affair to Gobryas and 
A/^'Htlunes, Peifiam of iirgli difliiidion, whofe honor 

- he 
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he could rely upon. Thefe three agreed that each 
of ihem Ihould name one of his moft trufty friends to 
be admitted into the fecret. Otancs therefore named 
Intapherues; Grobryas, Megabyzus ; and Afpathincsi 
Hydarnes. 

In the mean time, Darius, the fon of Hyftafpes, 
arriving at Sufa from Periia, where his father was 
governor, they all agreed to make him privy to their 
refolutions. He was of the royal family of Achaemen- 
es, and readily came into the fcheme. He told them 
at their firft meeting, that he thought no man ia 
Perfia, but himfelf, had known tliat Smerdis the 
fon of Cyrus was really dead, and the crown \ifurped 
by a Mage ; that he was therefore come with a de- 
fign to kill the ufurper, without imparting his refclu- 
tion to any other, that the glory of the a£tion might 
be entirely hh own. But iince others were apprifed 
of the impofture, he was of opinion that difpafch 
was moll neceflary ; the leaft delay being dangerous, 
and the beft-concerted deligns ealily disappointed. 
Otanes was for deferring tJhe attempt 'till their number 
was increafed. But Darius remonftrating the danger 
there was of being difcovered and betrayed, if they 
let the prefent opportunity flip, or imparted their 
dcfign to others ; and openly protefting that, • if they 
did not make the attempt that very day, he would 
prevent any one from accuftig him, by difclofing 
the whole matter to the Mage j it was unanimously' 
Vol; II. M v^^^^ 
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agreed that they ihould not icperate on any pretence 
ivhatevery but immediately^ on the breaking up of 
their meeting, go to the palace, and either put the 
;ti(urper to death, or die in the attempt. 

While they were concerting their meafure?, 
the two Mages, to remove all fufpicion, had engaged 
Prcxai^^es in their intereft ; and with great promifes 
prevailed upon him to give his word and oath that 
lie would never difcover the fraud which they had 
put upon the Periiaos. For Prexafpes, as has been 
obfervcd, had put the true Smerdis to death with his 
own liand. They now acquainted him farther, that 
liaving determined to ftHcmble the Perfiaiis under the 
walls of the royal palace, they defined he wowld 
afcead a certain Tower, and from thence declare 
publicly, that the king upon the throne was truly 
Smerdis the fon of CyruB. Prexafpes took upon him 
this office ; the Magea ^mmoned the Perfiaiis toge> 
ther, and commanded lum to mount the tow«r and 
harangue the people. He then began his di£couHe 
with the genealogy of Cyrus, and pui^the Petfiaiia in 
ntind of the great fasmns the nation had ^rccesved 
from that prince. After having extolled Gyrus and 
his family, he finccr^Iy, to tlte great j^Aanafhment 
of «H^ declared what h^d pafled; and. told the 
pisOple^ th^t the ^pprehesficins of 'the dnaigerlur miift 
inevitably mnv bypuHiihing thcintpofturc,. had com- 
gained him to xeinc^ai St te'loog^^hiatittDW, that 

- kis 
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lus remorfe would no longer fiiffer him to a<^ ftich t 
diflionorable part, he acknowledged that he had been 
compelled by Cambyfes to put his brcrfher to death 
with his own liand ; and that the perfon -who poflefTed 
the throne, was Smerdis the Mage. He then begged 
pardon of Gods and men, for the crime which he had 
committed by compulfion and againft his will : then,' 
fulminating many imprecations againft the Perfians 
if they fhould neglect to recover, the fovcreignty and 
punifh I he ufiirper, he threw himfelf headlong from 
the top of the tower, and died upon the fpot. The 
news of this occafioned great confuficn in the palace. 

But the confpiratjrs, ignorant cf this, were go- 
ing to the palace, dctennined to execute their de- 
iign. As they were on the way, they were informed 
-of what Prexafpes had faid and done. They retire* 
therefore and conferred together once more. Otancs 
earneftly entreated them anew to defer the enterprizd. 
But Darius ftill infifting upon the immediate exe- 
cution of their purpofe, they fell in with his opinion, 
and went immediately to the palace. The guards, 
refpefl ng their dignity, and not fufpedingperfons of 
their rank and figure, permitted ihem to pifs with- 
out aiking any que tions. But as the / approac'ied 
the royal apartment, thfe Eunuchs, who at^.-nded 
there to receive melTages, refufed them admittance, 
and ih'eitc ed the g a Js for pe'mitting them to 
pals. Upoii this tlie feven Peiiians, encouiagin'^eaclv 
M z <^wvi\.^ 
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otiicr, drew their fwords, killed all that oppofed 
liieir palFa gc, and penetrated to the very room where 
the two Mages were confulting about the late affair 
of Prcxafpe*. Tliey no fooner heard this tumult and 
uproar, but the one taking up a bow, and the other a 
javelin, the weapons that came firtt to hand in that 
confufion, they engaged the confpirators. He, who 
had the bow, foon found that weapon of no ufe ia 
fo clofc an adion. But the other with his javelia 
wounded Afpathines in the thigh, and (truck out the 
Eye of Intapherncs, One of the brothers being kill- 
ed, the other letired into a room adjoining, with a 
dcfign to fliut himfclf in ; but was fo clofely purfued 
by Darius and Gobryas, that they broke into the 
room with him. Gobryas, having feized him« held 
him fad in his arms ; but as it was quite dark in tliat 
place, Darius (tood ftill, not knowing how to direft 
his blow, and fearing toilrike, left he fhould kill his 
fricad inftead of the enemy : which Gobryas per- 
ceiving, defired him to ftrike, tho' he fhould kill 
them both. Upon this Darius refolved to put all 
to the venture ; and, by good fortune killed the 
ufurper. Having thus difpatchcd the two brothers, 
they cut off their heads ; and, leaving their two 
wounded companions to fecure the palace, the, other 
five, carrying the heads of the two Mages, with 
tlicir hands all fmeared with blood, marched out of 
the palace, expofed the heads to the eyes of the peo- 
ple, and declared the whole impofture. The Per- 

fians^ 
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fians, being informed of what had paiTcd, were fo. 
enraged agiinft tlic ir poftors, that they fell r m 
the whole order, and killed every Mage tliey met ; 
and, if night coming on had not put an- end to the* 
flaughter, not one of them had been leT alive.* 

When the tumult, and drforders, which alwnys 
attend fuch events, were appeafed ; thet o pirators 
met to confult what form of government they flio:! 1 
introduce. Otanes was for a republic ; Mcgab\zus 
for an oligarchy; and Darius declared- for mp- ' 
narchy. After a long debate, the opinion of th^ 
latter was embraced by all, except Otanes, who 
finding his fentiments over-ruled, tcld them, thnt 
fincc they were refolved to fet up a king, he w:), li 
not be their competitor for a dignity which he ab- 
liorred ; and that, being determined not to govern 
as a king, he would not be^ governed by one. He 
was willing therefore to give up his claim to the 
crown, on condition that neither he, nor his pofte- 
rity, fliould be fubjeft to the royal power. The other 
frx panted him his demand ; whereupon he imme- 
diately retired,' and his defcendants alone retained 
their liberty, which they cnjoy'd a long time after, 
and were no further fubje^t to the king than fuited 
their conveniencyj and only obliged to confoim toi 
the manners of the country. 
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The other fix now began to deliberate In what 
nunncr they Ihould procede to the election of a new 
king. But fiifi, they unanimoufly agreed, that 
vliofoever of them thoidd b^ chofen^ he fhould e- 
very year prefent Otanes, and his pofterity, with a 
Median veft (a mark of great diftindlion among tlie 
Perfians) becaufe he had been tlie chief author of the 
enterprize. In the i;iext place they determined that 
the fevca ihould have full liberty to enter into ali 
the apartments of the palace, without being intro- 
duced, except when the king was alone with fome of 
his wives; and that the king Ihould not marry a 
woman out of any other family, than of the feven 
confpirators. With refpe£l to the eledlion, they 
thought fit to refer it to providence, and accordingly 
agreed to meet the next morning on horfeback, by 
fun-rifmg, at an appointed place in the fuburbs of 
the city; and that he, whofe horfc firft neighed* 
ihould be king. For the fun being greatly rever-» 
cnced by. th^ Perfians, they looked upon this as a 
fort of divine reference. O^bares, who liad the 
charge of Darius's horfes, hea,ring of tWs agree-^ 
ment, led a mare over-oiight to the place appointed, 
and brought to her his oiafter's horfe. The next 
morning the fix Perfians repairing to the place pur- 
fuant to their agreement, Darius* horfe, ,remem-T 
bring the mare, immedia,tely neighed ; aijd his cbnv- 
petitors, difmounting, adored him as king. They, 
anc^Qtanes, were raifed to the higheft dignities, and, 

lipnpre4 
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honored with mod ample priviledges. In all public 
affairs they firll delivered their opinion; and by 
their advice every thing of moment was tranfaded. 

Darius, the better to eftablifli himfelf on the 
throne, married the two daughters of Cyrus, Atoffa 
and Artyftona. The former had been wife to hep 
brother Cambyfes, and to Smerdis the Mage; but 
Artyftona had not been married before, and proved 
the moft favoured and beloved of all his wives. For 
to thefe he added Parmys, the daughter of the I rue 
Smerdis, and Phedyma th^ daughter of Otanes, who 
detedled th^ Mage. 

Having thus confirmed his power, he divided 
the whole empire into twenty Satrapies or govern* 
ments, and appointed a governor over each divlfion, 
ordering them to pay an aanual tribute, Perfia alone 
was exempted from all manner of taxes. The Ethi- 
opians and the inhabitants of Colchis, were enjoin- 
ed only to make fom^ prefents, and the Arabians to 
furnifh yearly fuch a quantity of Irankincenfe, as was 
equal in weight to a thpufand taknts. By this efla- 
blilhmei\t Darius received the yearly tribute of 
fourteen thoufand five hundred and iixty Euboic ta- 
lents, befides (everal oth^r fums of finall conieq^ience« 

Intaphernes, one of the feven confpirators^ 
jylio had loft an eye ia the Ai&iTuiatioa of the Ma^« 
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wa«» put to death in the very beginning of Dak i its'* 
rci^n. He went to the palace to confer with the 
king ; but attempting to enter, purfuant to the- 
a:yrccmcnt above mentioned, in virtue of which they 
were to have free accefs at all hours, except when 
the king was alone with fome of his wives, he was 
ftoppcd by the door keeper and a meflen^er, who 
informed him thai the king was in company with one 
of his wives. Intaphernes took upon him to-queftion 
the tnith of this ; he drew his fcimeter, and having 
c^it off both their nofcsand ears, fallened their heads 
ia a bridle, and fo left them. In this condition they 
went in, and fhewing thenifelvc:? to the king, ac-' 
quainted him with the caufe of the ill ufage which 
they had received. Da r i ub judged that this infulf, 
if it (houH paC> impunilhed, would bring the ro}'aV 
authority into contempt, even within the walls of 
the palace; but apprehending that the thing might 
poflibly have been concerted by tlic fix ; he font for 
them feverally, and dcfired to kiiow if they approved 
th^ adion. Finding it difclaimed, and that Tnta- 
pliermes alone was giiiity, hecatifcdhimtot«feized, 
witli his children and famly; IfSd his relations, 
whom he fufpefled, fhotild raiCt a rdbcHtoh. This 
affair is related by Herodotus with fome circumftan- 
ces, to which wc canaot give entire credit. He 
fays, that while they were under confinement, the 
lyjfeof Intaphexnes naade fiiok loui comjiflaints and 
tA«ien(atiQi«; ai d» ig»tc« -of 4^ ft&l»oe^ Hhst Da^ 
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R I US, touched with compaflion, granted her the 
life of any one of her relations, leaving to her the 
choice of the perfon. She, after fome deliberation; 
chofe her brother. Which Darius hearing, afked 
her, \\^hy Ihe had fo little regard for her hufband 
and children, as to fa ve the life of her brother, ra- 
ther than theirs. The woman anfwered, that fhe 
could get another hufband, and have by him other 
children, if fhe fhould be deprived of thofe Ihe had ; 
but could never have another brother, her father and 
mother being already dead. He adds, that the king 
M'as fo pleafed with this anfwer, tliat he not only 
pardoned her brother, but faved alfo her eldeft fon. 
But, bcfides the objeftions that we have to the liber- 
ty of the wife, and the imprifonment of the wife*s 
brother on this occafion, neither of wiiich was ufualfc 
we cannot think that a prince of fuch a chara^er 
as Darius appears to have been, could have feen 
any thing in the woman's anfwer to have betn pleat- 
ed wiih, or would have offered that to the clamour 
and importunity of the wife, which was judged al- 
together improper to be granted to the pafl merit of 
the hulband. But howevjer this be, Intaphernes him- 
fJffufTered. 

In the fecond year of Darius, the Jews refum- 
ed the work of their temple, which had been inter- 
rupted. This was complained of, and the Jews 
pleading the Edift of Cyrus ia jullification of their 
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procedings, fearch was made into the archives, and 
llic decree foiuid at Ecbatan. The king therefore 
enjoined his governors to fee it fully and eifcftually 
carried into execution^ making it a capital oflfence 
for any one to attempt to alter tlie edtdt, or prevent 
ilbedience tx> it. On the publication of this decree, 
tlie buildiixg of the temple went on fuccefsfully, and 
the (late of the Jews in Judea and Jerufalem was cn^ 
tirely reftored* 

About the banning of the fifth year of bis 
Tcign, the £ahylonlans> weary of their fubjedion to 
Xhe Perfians, who had removed the imperial feat 
from Babylon, formerly the miftrefs of the Eaft, to 
Sufa, and thereby greatly dxminllhed the fplendor 
of their city, and cxafperatcd withal by the heavy 
load of taxes laid upon them, attempted to retrieve 
their ancient grandeur, by fetting up for themfelves 
againft tlie Pcrfians, as they had formerly done 
againit the Alfyrians. Tiiey had for fome time been 
^ making preparations for a defign of this nature, in 
the moil private manner. With this view, taking 
advantage of the troubles which had happened, fir ft 
on the death of Cambyfes, and afterwards on the 
murder of ihe ufurper Smerdis, tliey Iiad gradually 
ftored tlie city with the neceffary proviiions for ma- 
ny years Thus provided therefore, they now broke 
out into open lebdlion. This, drew Darius to- 
wards them with all his forces, and the fiege of the 

city 
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City was formed. The Ribylonlans, feeing them- 
felves fhut up by fo numerous and powerful an army, 
turned all their thoughts upon the means of fupport- 
iwg a long fiegc, which, the^ imagined, might at 
laft tire out the enemy's forces. 

Therefore to prevent thec^r.^M:np♦ion of their 
provifions, they took the moft dcfpcratc and barbar- 
ous refolution that ever was put in execution by 
any nation. They agreed among themfelves to get 
rid of all unneccfTary mouths ; and drawing together 
all the women, old men, and children, they ftr.iii- 
gled them without mercy or diftin^LJoii, whether 
wives, fathers, motliers, or fiiters ; every ojie bcln^; 
allowed to fave only the wife he liked beft, and a 
raaid-fervant, to do the work of the houfe. 

The fiege had continued a year and eight 
months, and Darius was no lefs tired of it, than 
his army. He endeavoured by vsrrious ftratagems 
and artifices to make himfelf mafter of it. Amongfl 
others he tried that which had fucceded fo well with 
Cyrus. But paft experience hail made the Bstbylon- 
lans vigilant, and rQidered all his efforts lAc^dtual. 

When he was now ready to break up the'fiege 
aiKi return to Perfia, one of his chief commanders, 
whofe name was Zopynte, pttt frmr lir pdreffion bf 
the place by the following contrivance. He cut off 
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his own nofc and ears, and having mangled his bocJy 
Yilth Aripes in a moft cruel manner, fled in this 
frightful condition to the enemy. He informed them 
that he had been thus inhumanly treated by Da- 
rius, for adviiing him to raifethc fiege. The Ba- 
byhmians, beholding a man of that diftinflion fo 
vilely treated, gave credit to his complaint, and af- 
furing themfelves of his fidelity, trufted him with 
the command of fomc forces. With thefe he made 
a fjlly, and having furrounded ten thbufand Pcrfi- 
ans, whom Darit's had by agreement, pofled near 
the walls, cut them all to pieces on the fpot. A 
few days after, in another fally, he killed two thou- 
fand more. Thefe fucceffes were fo grateful to the- 
Babylonians, that they appointed him commander in . 
chief of all their forces. Being vefled with this . 
command, he made a third fally, and put four thou- 
fand more to the fword. He had now arrived at fuch 
an height of reputation with tliem, that the guard 
of the city w^as wholly configned to his care. Ndt 
long after, Darius, purfuant to the agreement be-, 
tween them, advanced with the whole body of his. 
army, and furrounded the city. The Babylonians 
mounting the walls, made a vigorous defence. In. 
the mean time, Zopynis, opening the gates of Belus 
and Ciflia, introduced the Perfians, and delivered 
up the city to Darius, who, without this ftrata- 
£em, muft liavc failed in. the enterprize, ^ 

Thus? 
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Thtts vni Babylon taken a fecond time by the 
Perfians; and Darius, n6w he w^s pift in poiTeffion 
of it, beat down the walls front the Height of two 
hundred cubits to fi. ty. And of thefe walls only 
Strabo muft be underftood to fpcak, where he tdh us 
that the walls of Babylon were but fifty cubifs Iiigh, 
As for tlie inhabitants, aftef havmg impaled about 
three thoufand of the nioft gutlty and aftivc in the 
revolt, he pardoned the reft. And, becaufe they 
had deftroyed their women, he took care to furnifh 
them with wives, by enjoining the neighbouring 
pTovinces to fend fifty thoufand women to Babylon; 
without which fuppiy, the place mtift have been de- 
populated. 

For this fignal (ervice Zopyms was defervedly 
rewarded by Darius with the highelt honors that 
he could heap upon him, during the whole courfe of 
his life. That prince frequently ufed to fay, that he 
would willingly part with twenty Babylons, rather 
than fee Zopyrus fo disfigured. Befides many othelr 
ample rewards, he beftowed upon him there/enues 
df Babylon for life, fret from all charges and taxes 
whatever 4 and could never aften/fratdsbehdd him; 
witliout Ihedding many tear^* 

AfT£R the redu^ion of Babylon, Darius un- 
dertook an expedition agaiiift tlie Scythians, inha* 
Biting thofe countries which lie between the Danube 

' Vot. n: K ^^ 
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and Tanais. The pretended caiife of this war wa*'. 
To rcvcn^;e the calamities which they had brought 
ujoiiAlb, when tliey invaded that country about 
an Iiundrcd and twenty years before, and held it in 
fiil)jc<ftion for the fpace of twenty-eight years. Such 
was the reafon given out ; but ambition and the defire 
of conqucft fceni to have been the leading motives, 
llivin;:; made vaft preparations for this expedition, 
nnd levied an army of ftven hundred tlioufand men, 
he marched to the Thracian Bofphorus ; and having 
palled over it upon a bridge of boats, he reduced 
all Thrace. From Thrace he advanced to the Da- 
nube, where he had appointed his fleet to join him. 
Here he marched over another bridge of boats, and 
entered Scythia. The Scythians, after having con- 
ferred together about the meafures they lliould take 
to oppofe fo powerful an enemy, determined not to 
hazard an engagement in the open field, but to with- 
draw themfelves from the frontiers, in proportion as 
the Perfians advanced, laying w.afle the country, and 
filling up the wells ^nd fprings. 

Pit R s u A N T to this refolutlon, they met Da r i us 
on the frontiers, and finding him difpofed to give 
them battle, they retired from country to country, 
'till his army was quite tired with fuch tedious and 
fatiguing marches. At laft he began to be fenfible of 
the danger hp w^is in of perifhing, with all his forces; 
ijiid, having refolved to . give over this ill-judged 

enterprize. 
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enterprize, and retire honie-warJ, he lighted in the 
night a great number of fires, ami, leaving the old 
men and fick behind him in the camp, he marched 
off with all pofliblc expedition, in order to reach the 
Danube. 

The Scythians, perceiv ing the next morning tliat 
the enemy was decamped, detached a confideralle 
body to the Danube, who, as ihey.were well acqiuilnt- 
ed with the roads, arrived at that river before Da- 
rius. They had fent exprefTes before haiid, to per- 
fuade the lonians, whom Darius had left to guard 
the bridge, to break it down and return to their owa 
country. Now they prefTed them to it more earneftly 
reprefcnting to them, that as the time prefcribed by 
Darius was expired, they were at liberty to rctura 
home, without breaking their word, or being want- 
ing to their duty. For Darius had given them 
leave to break down the bridge and withdraw to their 
own country, if he did not return at a prefixed time, 
which was already elapfed. Hereupon the lonians 
began to confult among themfelves, whether or no 
they fhouldcom ly with the requert of the Scythians. 
Miltiades, prince of the Cheffonefus of Thrace, hav- 
ing the public intereft more at heart than his own pri- 
vate advantage, was for embracing fo favorable aa 
opportunity for throwing off the Perlian yoke, by 
breaking down the bridge and thereby cutting off 
tilt retreat of Darius. All the other commanders 
N 2 'v^^ 
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fell in with him, except Hyftixus prirvcc of Miletus; 
who reprefcnted to the Ionian chiefs, that their 
power was linked with that of Dari vs, iince it was 
iinder 1ms prot«ftion that each of thtm was lord in 
his own city : and that the cities of Ionia woiJd not 
fail to depofe them, and recover thetr liberty, if the 
Pcrfian power fhouTd fink or decline. This fpeecit 
made a deep imprcfHoft upon the Ionian generab, 
and they determined to wait for I^arxus. But in 
order to deceive the Scythians^ and prevent them 
from ufing any violence, they declared tbat their 
defign was to reti^^ purfuant tp their requett. And 
tlie better to impofe upon them, they began to break 
down the bridge, encouraging the Scythians to re« 
turnback, meet Darius and defeat him« 

The Scythians readily complied with thisrequeft 
of the lonians, but mi/Ted Darius, who arrived at 
the bridge in fafety, rcpafled the Danube, and rc» 
turned into Thrace. Here he left Megabyzus, one of 
his chitf generals, with a part of his aimy, to cod> 
plete the conqueft of that country. With tlie reft 
of his troops he repaflfed the Bofphorus, and took 
up his quarters at Sardis* Here he fpent the winter, 
aJid the gieateft part of the following year, to refrefh 
his army, which had fuffered extremely in the late 
unfuccefsful expediiiout. 
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Meoaiivzus> a^ter having fqcurcd the AibjtAion 
of all Thrace, difpatched fevca Perfiaa noblemea^ 
who fervid uB<kr h]j9, te Amyntaa ling of Mac^ 
don, enjoloing hun to ackaowledge Darius tot 
his mailer, by the delivery of eailh aod water. A-r 
myntas not only comptied with their requeft» but 
received them into his houfe ; and having prepared • 
^ fun^ptvf>Ms ksi^j entertained them witb great mag- 
ftifi^>6e, Af|€F the entertainment, tUePerfian^ b^ 
Ing heated with wine, defoed Amynl^s to bjfing in his 
.eot^i^ines^ \Yive$ and daught^s^ Though this w^ 
Cpntrary tq tl>e ^nftqm of the pow^lTy* the king, 
fejkring t« difpjesjft? them, did as they r^Mired. But 
%\\s P^Oans, Q^ obfervinga propeip dec^H^y on that 
eccaiton, ^he kw^g s fqn, whofo name was Alexander, 
bf;ing lie longer able tQ fee his mother and fillers 
tTe^^e4 in fuch a manner, cpnlrived to (end them out 
ef the roomys if they w^e tQ r.etnrn immediately* 
In the moan time he cauitrd a like number of yoiiug 
men tQ be dfeffed like wqwen, and armed with pqii- 
iards wnd^v th^ii garments. Thef© he brought into 
the room, inftead of the others. And, when the 
Perfians begai> tQ ufe then^, as they liad treated the 
wom^n, th^y drew tlieir poaiiards and Ikw both thsm 
and tlieir attendants. Great fearch was made by Mc- 
gabyzuii % |h^ nobleman. But Alexander having 
with large prefpnts bribed l^barej, who was fent to 
Gnq\iirf . aft^r them, their death vias concealed, and 
th«? wiioJ6.inRUPf fiified^ 

N 5 "^^^^ 
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The Scythians, to be revenged on Darius for 
invading their country, having palled the Danube, 
now laid wafte all that part of Thrace which had 
fubmitted to the Perfians, as far as the Hellefpont ; 
and loaden with booty, returned home without meet* 
ing with any conliderable oppoiition« 

Darius, having fufficiently refrefhed his troops 
after the Scythian expedition, began to think of cjp- 
tending his dominions eaftward. In order to facili- 
tate his defign, he wifely refolved in the firft place 
to make a difcovery of thofe countries. With this 
view he caufed a fleet to be built and equipped at 
Cafpatyrus, a city on the river Indus. The coi»- 
mand of this fleet was given to Scylax, a Grecian 
of Caryandia, who was welh verfed inr maritime 
affairs. His orders were to foil down the current, 
^nd make the beft difcoveries he could of the coun- 
tries lying on either fide the river, 'till he ihould ar- 
rive at the fouthern ocean. From thence he was to 
:fteer his courfe weftward, and that way return back 
to Periia. Scylax, having exa6lly obferved his in* 
firudlions, and failed- down the river Indus, entered 
the Red* fea by the ftraits of Babelmandel ; and, on 
the thirtietii month from his fifft fetting out, landfed 
ill Egypt, at the fame place from whence Necho 
king of Egypt formerly fent out the Pheaicians who 
were in. his Service, to fail round the co^fts of A('^ 
ric^». From \ie.uc;e Scyla^c returned to Sufa, wherohc* 
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gave Darius a full account of his oLfcrvation';* 
DARrus hereupon entered India at the head of a 
numerous army ; and reducing that large countrj^ 
made it the twentieth province of the Ptrfum em- 
pire. Our author gives its no account of this im- 
portant war. He only fays that Dai ins received from 
the provinces which he conqiierevl in'this expedition, 
an annual tribute of three hundred and f»xty talents 
of gold, according to the number of days in the 
Perfian year at that time. This payment was made ♦ 
according to the ftandard of the Euboic talent, 
which was the fame with the Attic. By the loweft 
computation therefore it muft have amounted to one 
million and ninety-five thoufand pounds fterling. - 
*.. " • ........ r .. !■ . /.• ' 

Darius, on his return to Sardis, after the 
Scythian expedition, having been informed that he 
owed his own fafcty and that of his whole army, to 
Hyfti«us, who had prevailed upon the lonians nt)t 
to dcftroy the bridge upon the Danube, fent for that 
prince, and defired him freely to aik what favor he 
plea fed for the eminent fervice which he had done 
him. Hyrtiaeus defired the king to grant him the E- 
donian Myrcinus, a territory upon the river Strymon 

• in Thrace, with the liberty of buiMing a city there. 
: His requeft being granted, he returned to Mjletus, 
. and having there fitted out a fleet, he failed for 

• Thrace, took polTeffion of the territory granted' to 
Im, and be^ui ta build the intended city, Megaby- 
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zus, then governor of Thrace, being apprifed how 
prcjiivlici.il that project might prove to the kii\g> 
aHiiirs, on his return to Sardb reprefeutcd to Da- 
rius, that this nevr city ftood upon a navig^iblf 
river ; that the countipy roqnd about it afforded a- 
bundance of timber for tl>e buiUing of Ihips ; that it 
was inhabited by fev«ral nations^ ^Qtit Qf^ks and * 
Barbarians, which could fumifji gr^at numbers of 
men fit both for the fea and land f^rvi^^ ; th^it if oqee 
tJiefip nations fliould be govppned by fi»Qh ^flLilful ai>d 
cntcrpriaiftg a prince as Hyfti»usu tlmy »ught foon 
become fo powerftil bQth by fea a wi tend,, that tW^^ 
king of P^rfia wpuW not b^ abl^ to kei^p %\\fm in- 
fubjeiftion ; efpecially as they might b« (\»gplif?cl wilh^ 
gold and filver from the mines, with which ihafc 
fpuatry abounded, to carry on ai\y ei^Ufpri^ 

Darivs, being by thefe rei««)aftf^«e^ madt 
ftnfiWQ pf th^ miftake whkH ^9 b4d fallen wtp in- 
advertently, difpatched ^ maiTfiiigef tei Hyftians, w- 
joinlog him to repair I® S^rdii, in order tq deliver 
bis advice con^fffning m^tt^^s rf %\\^ utjHoft ooMe^ 
qu^ncft, Haviilg th^f i^rawn him t^ Sftldis, he topk 
him with, liitti to Sufe« pr§ten4iili^ |Hat he wanted 
A><j)i an able emwffiilQr an4 feilUftd friend,, to be al^ 
. ways afe^uJ Wm • aa^ tilling h^m, ti|$t hf ^uld be 
abl« tQ fiii4 hifH foniething in Petrfe, wW«b would, 
mak^ hi|Ti amp^^ iP>?4ds both (fer Myieinus and Wi- 
Ui\^ ll^fti^]^^ fiodiiig JiioUglf. uud^f a naoeifitt^^ of; 

com^lying^. 
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eomplytng, attemied Darivs to Snfa, and left A* 
riflagoras to be his governor of Miletiis in hh zb>^ 
fenoe* TUU kid the foundation of a new war, 

Djlrivs, on bis Fftum to Sufk, had appointed hit 
brother Artapheroes gorernor of Sardis, and given 
Otanes the goveriunent of Thrace, and tlie adjacent 
countries along tlie fea-Coafl> In the room of Mega* 
byzus« In the mean time, a fedition happening in 
NaxuSy the chief ifland of the Cyclades in the Egeaii 
&z, now called the Arcktpela^Ot the principal in* 
habitanti, being over-powered by the populace, wert 
baniihed the Ifland. Thefe had jrecourfe to AriftsU' 
goras, the goveraorfof HyfUsevsat Miletus, befecch* 
ing him to reilore them to theiT cotmtry. When A* 
fiftagoras underilood their cafe, he refolved to tm* 
prove the opportunity and endeavour to make him- 
idf mafter of Naxus, With this view he promifcd to 
give the exiles all the ailiitance he could ; but not 
being powerful enough to accompliih the defign with 
his own ftrength, he communicated the matter lo Ar- 
taphernes, the king's brother, and governor of Sar- 
dis, reprefenting to him that this was a fair opporti^- 
nity of reducing Naxus : that, if he was once mailer 
of that ifland, all the leH of the Cyclades might be 
eafily brought xmder fubje^lion : that the ifle of Eu- 
boea lying very near the other, would be an eafy con- 
qufift ; and from thence a free paiTage opened into 
Greece. 
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Arta PMER NFS was fo well pleafed with thefe 
propofjls, that inltead of the hundred fliips which 
Ariftagoras demanded, he promifed hhn two hun- 
dred, provided the king approved of the enterprize. 
And accordingly, having obtained the king's appro- 
button, he fent in the next fpring the number of ihips 
which lie Ind promifed to Miletus, under the corn- 
man J of Megabates, a noble Perfian of the Achx- 
mcnean family. But his commilTion being to obey 
the orders of Ariftagoras, and the haughty Perfian 
not brooking to be under the command of an Ionian, 
a diifeniion arofe bet ween, the two generals. And 
this difference was carried fo far, that Megabates, to 
be revenged on Ariftagoras, gave the Naxians fecrct 
intelligence of the dcfign which was carrying on a** 
gainil them. Hereupon they made fuch preparations 
for their defence, that the Perfians, after having 
fpent four months in befieging the chief town of the 
ifland, and confumed all their proviiions, were o- 
blijtd to retire. 

The project having thus ml fear ried, Megabates 
threw all the blame uix)n Ariftagoras, who did not 
fail to recriminate. But the Peilian being better 
heard than tiie Ionian, Artaphernes condemned him 
fo defray all the char£;es of the expedition, giving 
him to underfland that tliey would be exaifled with 
the utmoft ri^f^or. As he was not able to pay fo large 
a fum, lie forefaw that this mull end, uot only in 

tlic 
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the lofs of his government, but in his utter ruin. 
7'.his defperate fituation made him entertain tiioughts 
of revolting from the king, as the only expedient 
whereby he could extricate himfdffiom liis prefent 
difficulties. No fooner had he formed this defi^n, 
but a meffenger arrived from Hyftijcus, who confirm- 
ed him in it. 

Hysti^us, after fcveral years continuance at 
tlie Perfian court, being weary of the manners of 
that nation, and defiious to return to his country, 
thought this the moft likely turn, whereby to ac- 
complifh his defire. For he flattered hi mfelf, that if 
any difturbanc^ fhould arife in Ionia, he could 
prevail with Darius to fend him thither to ap^Kafc 
• them, which happened accordingly. 

Being therefore defirous of communicathig his 
deCgn to Ariftagoras, and finding no other mean*:, 
as allthe palTages leading to Ionia were guarded, he 
fliavedthe hair of one of hisfcrvants in whofe fidelity 
he moft confided ; and having imprijited the mef- 
fage on his head, kept him atSufa 't.llhis hair was 
grown again. He then difpatched him to-TVIiletus, 
without any other inftruftions than that, cn.his arri- 
val, he fliould defire Ariflagoras to cut off his hair; 
and look upon his heacL 

Aristagoras now finding his ow^n inclinations, 
encouraged by tlie difpofition and oxders of Hyftiacus, 

iiu^a.^1^4 ^ 
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unpartrd his defign to the leading men of TontH, 
whom he found ready to cotnc into his mea- 
fures. Being now therefore at all events determined 
to revolt, he applied himfelf wholly to make all 
manner of pre|^rationb for fo extraordinary an under- 
taking. 

Thf. next year Ariftagoras, to engage the lonians 
the more rcfolutely to (land by him, reiiiftated tliem 
in thcii liberty, and all their former priviledges. ffe 
l^egan witli Miletus, where he divefted himfelf of his 
power, and gave it up into the hands of the people. 
He then undertook a journey through all Ionia, where 
by his example and credit, he prevailed upon all 
the other j^etty princes or tyrants, as the Greeks then 
called them, to do the fame. Having rtius united 
tlicm all in one common league of intereft and friend- 
Ihip, he openly revolted from the king, and was 
declared the head of the confederacy. And thf 
greatelt preparations were made, both ty fea suii 
land, for carrying oh the wax. 

In the beginning of the followkig year, t9 
ftrengthen himfelf the more agamft the Periians, he 
went to Lacedaemoa, intending to engage that city 
in his intereft. B^it not being able either by repiA 
fentations or bribes (both which were very liber- 
ally offered) to prevail upon Cleomenes, who was 
at tliat time king of Lacedaemon, toftnd him znf 

iiiccours. 
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fiiccours, he preceded to Athens, where he met with 
a more favourable reception. For he had the good 
fortune to arrive there at a lime when the Athenian* 
were difpofcd to clofe with any meafures againft the 
Petfians, being highly cxafperated agamftthemoii 
the following occafion. 

Hippi A s, the fon of Piiiftratus, tyrant of Athens, 
having been baniflied about ten years before, and 
having trkd every ether art m vain to bring about 
his rcftoration, applied himfelf at length, to Arta- 
phernes at Sardis, and having infinuated himfelf into 
his favor, did all tliat lay in his power to ftir him up 
againft them. The Athenians, receiving intelli- 
gence of this, fent ambafladors to Sardis, defirrng Ar* 
taphemes not to give ear to what any of their out- 
laws ihould infinuatc to their dlfadvantage. The 
anfwer of Artaphemes to this embaffy was, that if 
f hey <ielired to live in peace, they niiA recal Hippias. 
This hauglYty meffage incenfed the Athenians to a 
great degree againft the Perfians. And Ariftagoras* 
arriving there juft at this feafonaUe junfture, eaiily 
obtained whatever he defired* The Athenians or- 
dered a fleet of twenty ihips to be immediately fitted 
0ut, and feat to tlie aififtance of the loniaas. 

Thb lonians, having at laft drawn together all 

their troops, aiid being reinforced with the twenty 

Athenian ihips, and five more froih £retrla« a city 

Vol., II. O ia 
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in Che ifland of. Euboea, thry fet &n for Epltefus* 
Leaving their fhips here, they marched by. land to 
the city of Sardis, which: they eaiily. made themv 
felves mailers of. As ^noft of the houfos were cover- 
ed with reedst an loaian foldier having accidentally 
fet one of them one fire, and the flame fp reading, the 
whole city was reduced to afhes. But the citadel, to 
which Artaphcrnes had retired, was preferved. Af- 
ter this accident, the Perilans and Lydians drawing 
together their forces, and other troops advancing in 
full march to their afliftance, the lonians, who had 
not been able to force the citadel, judged it high 
time for them to withdraw. Accordingly tliey 
marched back again with all poffiMe expedition, in 
order to reimbark at Ephefus. But before they could 
reach tliat place, they were overtaken by the enemy, 
and defeated witli gie^it ilaughter. 

The Atlieniaiis who efcaped-immediately hoifted 
feil, and returned, home. Nor could they ever af- 
terwards h6 prevailed upon to concern themfelves in 
this war. However, their having engaged thus far 
gave rife to that war, which was carried on a:fter- 
wards for feveral generations by the two nations, 
which brought infinite trodsles and devaftations up- 
on Greece, and ended at laft in the compleat fub- 
dudion of the Perfian empire. ' FotDa'slivs, trheh 
he was informed c^ the. burning of Sardis, and par« 
iipii^^jly that the.vfiLthenians had been concerned iM 
" . . ' tliat 
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that undertaking, determined from that time t<f 
make war upon Greece. And that he might never 
forget his refolution, he commanded one of his offi- 
cers to cry ever)' day to him with a loud voice three 
times, while he was at dinner, " Remember the A* 
" theniaiia.** 

Ik the burning ofSardis, the temple of C>bele^ 
the chief goddefs of that country, accidentally tak- 
ing ifire, was entirely confumed. This accident fur^* 
nifhed afterwards a pretence to the Perfians for tim- 
ing all the temples of Greece. But the true motive 
was, that neither the deities, nor their edifices were 
agreeable to their own religion. 

The lonians, altho' defertcd by the Athenians, 
and confiderably weakened by their late overthrow, 
Siid not lofe courage but purfued their point with 
great refohition. Their fxet failed to the Hellef- 
pont and Propontis, where they reduced the city of 
Byzantium, and moft of the other Greek cities on 
thofecoafts. As they were failing back, they made 
a defcent on Caiia, and obliged the inhabitants to 
join them in tliis war. The people of Cyprus like- 
wife entered into the fame confederacy, and openly 
revolted from the Perfians. 

The Peifian generals in thofe quarter?, finding 
that the revolt began to be univcrfel, drew to^etK-t^ 
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what troops tlicy had in Cilicia and the neighbour* 
tng provinces ; and at the fame time enjoined the 
Phcnicians to aflift them with their whole naval 
power. The lonians, as they were faiHng to Cy- 
prus, fell in with the Fhenician Heet, attacked and 
difpcrfed them. But at the fame time thePerfian troops 
that were landed in Cyprus, gained a complete Vic* 
tory over the revolters , and the whole ifland of 
Cyprus was again- brought under fubje^tion* So that 
the lonians reaped no advaatage from, their viftor]^ 
by fea. 

Aftkx. the reduAloft of Cyprus, Dxurifes, Hjf» 
mecs, and Otanes> three Ferfian generals of the Atk 
rank, having divided their forces into three bodies, 
aiarched three diiferent way^ againft the revolters. 
D<iurifes held his courfis to the Hellefpont, and froflk 
tlience after poffeirmg himfelf of the revolted cities^ 
marched <igainft the Carians, whom he defeated in 
two fuccelTive battles : but in a' tlrird, being drawn 
ijito an airbufcade, he was flain, with feveral other 
Pcrfians nf diftiii6tioh? and his whole army cut in 
pieces. HyTiiees, after Iiaving taken the city of Cius, 
in Myfia,' reduced all the llian coaft; but falUng fick 
at Troas, he died (bon after. Artaphernes and O- 
tancs, with the reft of the Periian generals, finding 
that Miletus was the centre of the Ionian confeder- 
acy, rcfolved to nvarch tliither with all tlieir forces. 
For they concluded that, if they could catry th^t 

city 
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cky^ «n file rdA Wo\M fujbttitt <)f their own accord. 
Parfyatst t^ ftm refolittion, th^y efttefcd fonia and 
McAiai, wlitreYhftir main ftf€ng;th< lay, fand <ook Hm 
^y ctf CleoAieM in lohUir, and Cymi ihiColia, Thii 
ii%s f«ch t \A^9W to the wliole eoafedsracy, that A«- 
Hti^omtf not finding himielf in a condition > after 
^M lo6, t^ malee head tgaind the enemy, r^folved 
•oftblMitoii Mikttn^ and 'Consult his ovrn fafMy^ by 
vctif^g to 4btAe dMant place. Accordingly, heenv- 
terked with iticht 9% were wilUng to foUow likn, and 
^ filil for the rtv^r SryiMn In Thtace, w4iere he 
Icjccd'^ii the torri^ry of Myrclmis, which had for- 
^ly ^n gtan^ by tlie king <to HyHiavus;. But 
A^hi'^'^s :Mn<!fing'a fia^e fituatcd^yond tiu^e 
.llniU; 4*2^wa#J(ilted >byUli6 ^hmcian^/ a»id luf 
'VtoDl^army dellM>y«d, 

• WitlMf Afiftagctas departed -from Milehrs, he left 
.the government in the hands of Pythagoras, ^ri* emi- 
rnent citizen, who being informed that Artaphernes 
-atid Otaiies* deAgiled to bend 'aft theit ti^Vce a^init 
iditetm, 4vamn(meA a general ailembly of the loniaiis. 
•Ini^iiM meeting It was agreed that they ihoiild not 
(! Htmfnpt«9 bring an afftiy into «he field, 'but only to 
tortify and ftoiettlwit -^^ with «ll manner of pro- 
^ifiOAlfi>r a fkge> afnd't»<k»W all their for^eB togt- 
^kttTi to 'eng&ge the Perfiani^ at iba,- thinking them- 
ISi^ti, by fei^tifi cif their 4&ill in Aiaritlme affairs, 
it^fA lAf&y te 'ka^« tlie adVanti^ m a. naval ongaga* 
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menr. The place appointed for their general reft- 
fiezvouz was Lada» a fmaU ifland over agrainft Mi* 
ktui. Here they met accordingly with a fleet of 
three hundred and fifty^iree fail. At the fight oC 
Ihis fleet, the f erfians, tho' double their number, a* 
voided an engagment, 'till by their emiflaries tbey 
had fecretly corrupted the greateft part of ;,the con- 
federates, and prevailed upon them to defert the 
common caufe. When at laft they came to an en- 
gagement, the Samians, Lesbians, and feveral o- 
thers, hoifting fail, cetur^ed to their fevetal coun- 
tries. ^ As the remaining fleet of the coi^federates 
di4 WX cooAfl of more than one himd^ed ihips, 
tbey were fukkly overpoweied by ihe Periians, 
Md lA a manner entirely deftroyed^ The city of 
Miletus was immediately beiieged both by iea and 
land, and foon reduced by the conquerors, who 
<afc4^^ tP. ^1^ groundji iQ the fixth year ajftecthe 
;evol; pf A^ii^gpras^ 

Alx the ether towns, tliat had revobed, retunv 
ed to their duty, either by force or of their own 2Qr 
cord. Thofc that flood out we^e treated as they 
had beeor threatened before hand.. The handfomeft 
of their youtihs were made eunp^, ai^d their young 
women fe»t into Ferfia. Their cUies ai]id texpples were 
xeduced to aihes,. Such were the calamities which the 
louians drew upon themfelves, by ff^onding tbeamr* 
bitious views, of two enlc.iTprizijjg malecgpteut?, Arifr 
ta^jwas and Hy fti«\is%. Xm. 
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- The latter had his fhare in the general calamity. 
For being taken by the Perlians and carried to Sardis^ 
he was immediately crucified by the order of Arta- 
pheriieSf who haUcned his execution, without con- 
{lilting Darius, left kis affedUon for kim fhould 
have inclined him to pardon one, who, if he had 
been again let loo£e, would not have failed to create 
uevY difturbances. It afterwards appeared that the 
conjeflure of Artaphemes was well grounded. Fos 
when the head of Hyfliapus was brought to the king, 
he cxpreffcd great difpleafure agaixrft the authors ol 
his deatli, and caufed his head to be honorably inter- 
fed, as the remains of a perfon to whom he profefTed 
ia&iite obligatioi}^. 

Yet Hyftiiaeus. was the moft bold, refUefs, and 
^terprizing Genius of his age. With him all means 
-'Hrere good and lawful,, which feryed. to promote 
.the end that he had ia view. For he acknowledged no 
Other rule of his aftions,. bu^ Im own intereft and 
ambition. To thefe he readily iacrificed the good ol 
bis, couatry, and the lives of his oearqit relations,. 

The Phenlcldn fleet having now rieduced aU t\\t 
iflands on the coafts of Ada, Darius iQcalled his 
ether generals, and' appointed Mardonius, the fon of 
Cobryas, a young PQrfiaa nobleman who had lately 
iparried one of his daughters^ to be cpmmander in 
<;hie( of all the I6i(;es quaitcu-ed oa the co;U^ of Afi^i^ 
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oidcrin^ li'in to invade Greece, and to revenge oa 
the Ailicnians and Eretmns the burning of Sardis. 

MAKDONiirs, having rentiezvmifcd his forcffr 
at the ITcllcfpont, marched in pmfuancc of his orders 
throu'^h Thrace into Macedonia ; commanding his 
fleet fir ft to reduce Thafus, and then to coaft aiong 
the fhore, as he marched by lamd, that they might 
be at hand to aft in concert with each other. Oit 
his arrival in Macedonia, attthe coiimrry terrified at 
Tuch a mighty army, fubmitted. But the fleet m- 
jdoubling the Cape of Mount Athos, in order to gain 
the coafts of Macedonia, was entirely difpeifed by a 
violent ftorm, which deftroyed upwards trf thitt 
himdred (hips and twenty thoufand men. His land 
army at the fame thne met wit^i a ntisforhme nb left 
fctal. For being encamped in i phte ndt fuffiLleirt^ 
ly fecured atid! forthfed, tlic firyges, a ^peopte rf 
*rhrace, attacking him hi thenigjit, broke into ha 
camp, flew a great number of his meni stndiroundeS 
Mardonius himfdf, wh<i^ bthtgififaHted by thefc loAes*, 
from ptofecuting hh defign eithftr by fea or femf, 
marched back into Afia, without reaping any ad- 
vantage fcr his ma*cr, or gWy to Itimieif, ia this 
•rxpedftion.: 

' feAu !iri, iiifbrmea dtiix iff fiicicfS of Wir-^ 
(ffoniu^, and' dcrJbirfg It. to his 'vtzHt of txptrientt 

ISiougtit ta to r^caUldm ami appoint Itto (Stiittg^ 

fscrab 
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nerak in his room, Datisa Mede, and Artaphernes^ 
bis own nephew, being the fon of Artaphernes the 
king's brother, and lately governor of Sardis. But 
before he would make any further attempts upon 
Greece, he judged it expedient firft to found the 
Greeks, and try how thofe difTerent ftsttcs ftood af« 
fe^ed to, or were averfe from, the Pcrfian govern* 
ment. With this view he feat heralds to all their 
cities, demanding earth and water ia token of fub* 
iftii&on* 

On the arrival of thefe heralds, many of the 
Greek cities, dreading the power of the Periians^ 
complied with their demands ; as did alfo the inha- 
bitants of ^gma, a fmaR iiland over again(^, and 
not far from, Athens. But at Athens and' Sparta^ 
they did not meet with fo favorable a reception, be^ 
Sng in one place thrown into a deep ditch, and in 
the other into a well, and bidden to fetch earth an(|f 
water from thence. This they did in the heat of 
their refentment. But when they came to * a cooler 
temper, they were alhamed of what they had done^ 
looking upon it as a violation of the law of nations* 
They therefore fent ambaifadors to the Perfian mo- 
narch at Sufa, to offer him what iatisfa^lion he 
pleafed, for tlie affront which which they had put up- 
on hb heralds. But Darius, generoufly declaring 
liimffclf fully /atisfied with that embaffy, fent tlw 
ambailadoriiback to their refpedtive countries ; ahh^n* 
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thofe of S|^rta voluntarily ofiered themfelves as vic« 
tiins, to expiate the ciime, which their countrymen 
had been guilty of* 

Da&t us, being now entirely bent upon the Re- 
duction of Greece, haftened the departure of his 
generals Datis and Artaphernes. Their ini^niCtions 
were to plunder the cities of Eretria and Athens, to 
bum dowm aU their houies and temples, to make 
all the inhabitants of both plac^ Haves, and fend 
them to Darius. And for this purpofe they were 
pAvided wkh a^gieatiiumber of chains aadfettexs* 

The two generals, hairing appointed their fleet 
to meet at Samos, fet fail from thence with fix hun 
dred ihips, and five hundred thoufand men, fleering 
their courfe to Kaxus. l^his ifland they eafily made 
themfelves makers of; and lunring burned the chief, 
city, and all the temples both of this and the other 
ifiands in thofe feas, they flood di really for Eretria, 
a town ill Eubcca, which they took after a fiege of 
ieven days, by the treachery of Eiiphorbiis and Phi- 
lagrus, two of the chief citizens. Having fa eked 
Eretria, and burned the temples, in revenge for wiiat 
had pafTed at Sardis, and enflaved the inhabitants, 
they failed next for Attica, agreeably to their orders 
Hippias, the fon of Pififtratus, who, as we faid above, 
iiad fled to the Perfians, conduced them after they 
I^iided^ to the ij\zia% of Marathon. Hence tlicy 

fent 
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fcnt heralds to Athens, and acquainted the citizens 
tvith the fate of Erctria, in hopes that this news 
would frighten theni into an immediate furrender. 
The Athenians had fent to Lacedxmon, to dcfiiefuc- 
cors againff the common enemy, which the Lacedz* 
m^nians granted. But they could not fet out 'till 
ibme days after, by reafon of an ancient and fuper- 
iftitbus cuftom which obtained at Sparta, and did not 
allow them to begin a march before the full moon. 
Not one of their allies offered to aflift them ; fuch a 
terror had the Periian army ftruck into the cities of 
Gieece, The inhabitants of Platcea alone furnifhed 
them with a thoufand men. In this extremity the 
Athenians were obliged to arm their (laves ; which 
*vas contrary to their praftice on all other occafions. 

The Pcrfian army under the command of Datis 
confifted of one hundred thoufand foot and ten thou- 
fand horfe. Tlut of the Athenians amounted in the 
whole to ten thoufand men only. It was commanded 
by ten generals ; one of whom was Milt iadcs. Tliefe 
ten were to have the command of the army, each for 
one day in his turn. When the army was aifemWed, 
a difpute arofc among them, Whether tliey fliould 
kazard an engagement in the fields or only fortify 
and defend the city. They were all for the latter o* 
ptnioa except Miltiades. He declared that the only 
way to raife the courage of their own troops, and 
itrike a terror into thofe of the enemy, was to ad^- 
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vance boldly, and attack them with Intrepidity; 
AriHideSf convinced by the fpeech ol Miltiades, em* 
braced his opinion, aild brought over fome of the 
other commanders to it« Callimachus Ukewife, who 
had been very ftrenuous at firft againft . fucb a raih 
enterpiize, fell in at laft with Miltiades ; and a refo- 
hit ion was taken to engage the enemy in the opeir 
field. All the commanders who were for ventiu ing a 
battle, when their turn came to command the army, 
yielded tliat honor to Miltiades ; all fentiments of 
jealottfy giving way to the public good. But, tlio* he 
accepted tlie power, he would not hazard an engage- 
ment befose his own day. As foon as that came, he 
endeavoured, by the advantage of Che grouwi, to 
make up what he wanted in ftrength and number. 

Thus the prudent Miltiades, being more than 
ten times out-numbered by the enemy, drew up his 
little army at the foot of a mountain, that they 
might not furround him, or fall upon his rear. He 
covered his flanks with large trees, which he caufed 
to be cut down for that p<irpofe, and to render the 
Periian cavalry ufel^fs. The Athenian forces were (o 
drawn up, that they were equal in front to the Eer- 
fians. But, becaufe they had not a fufficient number 
of men in the centre, that part was extremely weak ; 
the main flrength of the army confifting in the 
win^s^ 

AIL 
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All things being thus difpofcd, and thefacrifice, 
according to the cuftom of the Greeks, performed ; 
'Miltiades, without waitrftg for the motions of the 
Periians, commatlded the fignal of battle to be given. 
The Athenians then fell upon the enemy with fiich 
courage and refolution, as cannot eafily be expfeflcd. 
The Perfians, feeing them advance, imputed their 
i:ondu£l to folly and defpair, being not only few in 
number, but entirely deftitute of horfc. After a long ' 
and obftinate fight, the Perfians and Sac« broke the 
centre of the Athenians, having lifiad* their great- 
eft efforts againft that part. The centre was com- 
manded by Ariftides and Tlienliftocles, who with 
great Intrepidity made head againft the whole f er- 
lian army, *till being borne down by mimbcfs, and ' 
^uite over-power d, they were obliged to give ground* 
But the Athenians and PlatifcanS, who were iii the 
two wings, having defeated the wings of thci eftemy* 
^ameuptothe rdldf of their centfe, juft is fliey 
were betaking themfelves to a precipitate flight, af- 
ter having maintained a running fight for fome hours. 
At their arrival, the fcale was quickly turned. For 
attacking the enemy in flank, they foon put. then* 
In dtforder, and obliged them witli great ffatightet 
to fly to their fleet. Whither they purfu^d tiiem, took 
fevcn of their fliips and bunied a great many moire. 

In this aftion fcv^fal Athenians of pcaTdilftrifti- 
4on weie flain, and amongfi others ' Calllmachus . and 
Vol. II. i ^toSaL^-?^ 
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Sraiilcus, two of the chief commanders, with only 
two hundred private men. Whereas the Periians left, 
c\'en according to Herodotus, who makes it much 
Icfs than any other author, above fix thoufand dead 
on the field of battle. Many more were killed in the 
flight, burnt in their Ihips, and drowned in the fea, 
as they attempted to favfi themfelves on board their 
vclFcls. 

We cannot omitt in this place the extraordinary 
behaviour of one Cenegyrus, an Athenlaa Soldier. 
This man, as he was endeavouring to prevent one 
of the enemy's veflels from putting off, had firft his 
right hand chopped off, and afterwards his left. On 
ivhich, at laft he took fail hold of it with his teetli. 

Most authors affirm that Hipplas, the fon oi 
Piiiilratus was (lain in this battle. ButSuidas fays 
that he efcaped, and died afterwards in ihe iAand 
of Lemnos« 

Immediately after the battle, an Athenian 
foldier ilained all over with blood, battened to A-*' 
thens,.to acquaint his fellow-citizens .with the good 
fuccefs of their army at Marathon. When he arrived 
before the magiftrates, who were at that time affe^Eh 
bled he was fo fpcntthat, having uttered thefe words, 
" Rejoice^ rejoice, the yidiory is,, ours/' he fell 
dead at their feet; 

It 
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I'r Is fald that the Pcrfians made fo furc of the 
vi^ory, that they had brought Marble along with 
them to Marathon, in order to ere£l a trophy there. 
This marble the Athenians fcized, and caulcd a ftatue 
10 be formed of it, by the famous Pliidias, in honor 
of the goddcfs Nemefis, whofe province it was to 
punifh unjuft aiflions. Thus in every conteft, either 
fide lay claim to the protection of this goddefs. Yet 
mod certain it is, that the Athenians themfelves were 
the aggrelfors in this war, by the encoungcmcnr 
ilnd aifilthnce which ihcy gave to the revolt of the 
Milefians. 

After this defeat, the Perfian fleet, inftead of 
failing by the iflands, in order to return to Afia, 
doubled the cape of Sunium, with a deiign to fur- 
prize Athens before the return of the army. But the 
Athenian troops, being apprifed of their de%n, de- 
camped frcm the plains of Marathon, and marclied 
with fuch expeditipn, that they arrived at Athens 
before the enemy's fleet ; and by that means- difap- 
pointed their mca Aires. 

DATfsand Artaphernes, arriving in Afia, that 
they mijght feemto have reaped lome advantage from 
this expedition, fent the Eretrlan captives to Sufa. 
Darius had cxpreffed great indignation againft 
the Erctriahs, before the redudion of their city, 
and charged them with tlie guilt of beginning the 



which was but one day's joumey diftant fr 
Here ApoUonius Tyaneus found their 4e 
a great many ages after. 



As icon as the day of the full mooit 
the Lacedxmonianf began dieir nuurch i 
thoufand nien« and arrived in three days on 
fties of Attica ; having marched in fo iho: 
one thoufand two hundred ftades ; fuch was 
gemeis to be priefent at the battle*. But a 
ridiculous fuperftition prevented their 
ihare in the moit glorious adion recorded i 
For the battle was fought the daybdbre the 
Tliey proceded however to Marathon, wl 
found the field covered with dead bodies ; 
ing congratulated the Atlienians on- the h: 
cefi( of the battle, they returned home. 



iftJtH ptrtvlncts rif his cxtcnfive empirf, t© prepare 
- for this cxjpeditiftn. Biir, wKeri he hai now f c nif 
three yeits irf making the wefceffary prcp^rciti.nsf ^ 
it, a hew* war broke out, occafioned by tlie le df 
6f Egypt. This gaVe him nb fmall unc if nefs. ficwu 
§vtt, as he was wh6lly bent on hi? expedition aga'i ft 
Greece, he tefclved not fo lay that afide, but at 
Ae'femc time t6 fend part of his f rces to icd xe E- 
gyp*, and vffKh the rdft to' march in perfon agahili 
ih old dnJrtittt the Greeks Th -5 is \vh it HerodoUiS 
obftiv^N But' Di<rforu$ Siculus feems to iniinuntcf, 
th^HtiOrually marched into Fgypt to reduce th6 
fd^B thefe, a»d th^ his enterpiize was cio v. ned 

#itii fo^e& 

f 

Tats -fart h^o'riaTi relates that while Darius 
%rf ^mptoyedt in the Fgypftian expedition, he dcfired 
to Kave his^ ftatufc plactd before that of Sefoftris. But 
ttC Chref^ pfieft of the Eg)'ptiins told him, that he 
bad not equalled the glory of that conqueror, the 
king, not at all offended with the honeft freedom of 
the Egyptian pricftj replied that he would endeavour 
to furpafs it. He adds Aut er, that Darius hid 
ieveraj conferences with thf Egyptian prieils upon 
matters of religion and- govirnment ; and that hav- 
ing learned with what gentlenefs the T ancient kings 
were wont to treat their fubje£ts, he endeavoured 
after his return into Peffia, to ' form himlelf upon. 
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Alt. thing) were, now in. leadineis for the Grecba 
expeditions when. Dik&ivs died, after a reign .6£' 
iJiirty-fix yens. Tliis pr.ii^ci^ was endowed with many- 
i;xcelUt)t qUfilit'es. Hi$ wifdo^, clemency, an4 
jpdice are greatly commended by the ancients. . He 
bad the honor tp have l\U naifie recorded in holy 
wrrit, as a. father of God's people, a rp(lQ;er of the 
temple, and a promotin' of the tf ue nforihip at Jeru* 
i^lenv Hi^kin4ne(s to the lfr;^elites ififsi^ rewarded 
iviih a munerpus iiTiiej a Iqng.reign, and. greats prof* 
perity. Fqf, aUho' the Scythian and. Greek, expe- 
ditions preyed. u^fiiccef>fult yet he was. veiy foiy 
tunate in all his other tmdc^kiiigs* FQr«he not 
oniy reflored and entirely fettled the emj^ire of Cyni|f 
which had been very much ihakea by tlie impolitic, 
gpyernmen^ of CsLxphy^c?, an^, th^ ufurpatioa of 
Smcrdis; but alfo added many great and rich pro^ 
vinces to that princess cooquefis s namely, India^ 
Thracei Macedc^nia^ and tlie iilands of the lotijia^ . 
fca. 
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CHAP. Vilj 
Of LUCRETIA. 

TH E cxpuliioa of the regal government from 
Rome was owing- to the art Jul ambition of 
Jtmius Brutus ; who hab been cr'cJ up by moft hi^ 
forians as the great patron of liberty ; for no other 
ffafon but betaufe the aboHion of monarchy was 
tlrou;hi about by lib great taKnts. For the exertr- 
4Dkn of thefe, and the execution of his private de* 
jigns, the death.of.LucR£TiA lumLhed a prober 
occafiQO* : 

While Tarquin, fumamed the Proud, who then 
veigned, and the people of Rome, w^re bufied Ijk 
tsuilding^the capitol,.^ cruel plague broke out, and 
the king fent his two fons, Tiru- and Arunx, to coit^ 
fultthe.Oragleat Delphi about the caufe and ciirc 
^. the -contagiott. The princes prepared mignificent 
prefea^for.Apolif) ; and Jpniiis. Brutus, who was to 
attend them fot tlieiramuCement, lefuK^ed to carry 
Jbis ojfcrlng. too,. He was the -fon* of that old and 
.Vfnerable.patrici^n> Maicus Jun irt wh m T»rqi in 
^rthe/jikeof \u^ eftjtc.-ha 1 caufcd to ^e alTa'^nate \ 
tfg'thej.^j.th Jtiid. olhei ion. at tae. be^iunrng of hjs 
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f C!gn. This only efciped at th^t time by cotmter* 
fcitiiig infaiiity, and hid a£lM the part of an ideof : 
at court ^\'cr fiiice, which procured Wni thtf nanib 6f ' ' 
Brutus. His aiTeftei follies had fomcrhing in them 
snexpicfTibW amufing; and he knew^ how to make 
wfe o» them at proper time^, and to fupp^efs them 
uheii unfeifonrible. The princes, who were his cou- 
fm.s (for the father of Brutus had married ^ daugh'tet 
of the elder Tarq.uin}' were eascedingly ait'ertaioed 
with his humour ; for which reafoa. he had beciijif^ 
pr^iiited to attend them to Delphi. Theprefent 
which he mide choice of for theGod^ w^ ai^Fldei 
Jlii:k. 1 his was matter of diverfioir' tea thtf whole 
fiottrt. However, as he wat well apprifed^ that tht 
fpd^ of thofe tinies,. or their m!niftefS» ^t^rt' itfWted 
with the value of their donation, he had tlierpreeaok 
t!on to inclofe a rod of gold in the hollow of the 
ftick, wi|hout any bodyV knbwtedge; ThiS'n^s a 
piopcr f^mb.^1 of his own ititnd and ton^uft. For 
tie CO .cealed tlie moft-vaJiiabk giftst of natiM Uildct 
a contcm^ile p^Ad9«. 

* Ail t' ng^ b*^ng go^ rr^dy, ftay fcr ott t6^ 
P.^li.hi; and tli^. yrHUig:. princes,- hiMngf eScfKmted 
^heir fa her '^ commands enquhed of^ lh« OricT^. 
si'iiichof them ihouldfbe prince of KoMe.. The gc4. 
anifweredfc that the government of RlWirwii rtf* 
ttived for Wm -wh<^ fhrnild iirft kift his fflWtWr. ThS- 
.i^ic^priiices uad4riioodUtoir0Uy)atfd-Jdi#lr«<(li^d^Ml. 

to 
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ta*do it both together, that they might reign jointly. 
But Brutus, knowing the meaning of the Oracle, as 
6>oii as they anived in Italy^ pretended to fall down 
by chance, and luffed the earth, the commoamother 
pfaUmciv 

On their return to Rome, they found the city 
Ia great commotion on account of the war, which 
the king had declared againft the Rutull, und^r pre« 
tcace that they had entertained fome Ronuin ex- 
iles* He had already invefted Ardea, their metro* 
foliif which lay fixteen miles fouth«eatt of Rorne^ 
While they lay before this place, the officers, liaving 
a good deal of leizure* ufed to make frequent enters 
t^inments for one another in their quarters. One^ 
day, when Sextus Tarquioius was entertaining his 
tjrothers, and his kinfman Colatiniu, the converfa* 
tion ha^)pened to turn upon the merit of their wives j 
^ery one extolling the good qualities of his own» 
This occaiioned a forf of d fference, and in order t(x 
end it, tliey agreed ^o mount their hoifes immediate- 
ly,, as they were heated with wine, and go and fi»- 
grize their wivrs. She, whom they ihould find bed 
Cmploy'd in the manner mcft fuitable to her fcx, was 
\jsy. common confent to have the preference. Away 
Iherefbre they pofted, but iirft to Hcntve, where th^^ 
Ibund the king's daughters-in-law fptndjng their 
time in feafting and diverfions. Fipm. Rome fhe^i 
haflenedXaCoUatia^ wheie they .found LvcAfeTjAt 



158 LUCRETIA. 

the wife of CoUitinus, in the midfl of her maids, 
fpinhing and working in wool, tho' the night was 
farirdvancci before their arrivaf. Hereupon they 
unanimoufly did juftice to her charafler and gave her 
the preference ; and, after a noble entertainment, 
retviroed the next day to the camp before Ardea. 

SsxTUS, captivated with the beauty of thfs d^f- 
tinguiflied lady, found a pretence to return very foon 
to Collatia ; where he was entertained by her in her 
hu(band*s abfence, with great civility and refpeft. 
At midnight he found means to convey himfelf into 
her bed-chamber, approached her bed with his 
drawn fword, and hying hii hand on her breaf(, 
threatned her with prefent death, if flic ofTered to 
make the leaft difturbance. Lucretia awaking, 
and feeing death fo near, was in the greateft confii* 
iion imaginable ; while Sextus, declaring his paflion, 
endeavoured by intrcaties, mixed with menacc^s, to 
make her y :cld to his defires. But when he found 
that all was in vain, and that even the fear of death 
could not prevail upv^n her to confeiit, he threataied' 
her with ignominy, telling her, that if Ihe would not 
yield, he wo! kl firft kill her, and then hy ont: of her 
ilaves by ! cr iiJe, said decli'e to the world that he 
h«id only revenged the injured honor of Collatiniis. 
The dread of infamy got thel?etter of Lucreti a's 
oonftancy ; and Sextus having obtained his wilhes, 
tetuxncA eaily ihe next morning to the camp. 

But 
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But now Lucretia, not being able to endure 
Ihe thoughts of life, after tlie violence that flie had 
fuflfered, wrote to her hufband to meet her at her 
father's houfe, and then went to Rome in her cha- 
riot, Livy fays, that (he delired her father and 
hufband to meet her at her own houfe. With her 
father Lucretius, came Publius Valerius, afterwards 
Poplicola ; and with her hufband, Lucius Junius 
Brutus, and many other Romans of diftindlion. For 
LuCRETiA had acquainted them, that Ihehad an 
afliiir of the utuioft confequcnce to impart to them. 

When the afreni)ly was pretty numerous, flie 
difdofed in few words the whole matter, declared 
lier firm refolution not to outlive the lofs of her rcr 
putalion ; and conjured diem net to let the crime of 
Sextus Tarquin go impuuiihcd. They all endeavour- 
ed to comfort her, telling her that there could be no 
guilt, where the heart was innocent and the wiH 
/Hflenting. But the Roman heroine, embracing her 
father and Imfband with a floud of tears, plunged a 
dagger which flie had concealed under her garment, 
into her brcaft, and fell down dead at their feeU 
While fp tragical a fight filled the fpe^ators with 
|rrief and confteniation, Bfiitus, throwing off hjs long 
difguifc:, drew near the body of Lucretia, and 
{hatcliing the poniard out of her bofom, told her re- 
lations there prefent, that tear^ and lamentations 
could not 1^ heard, while vengeance cried fo loud. 
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Then, flicwing Ihc bloody, poniard to the affemblyi 
'* I fwcnr (faid he) by this blood, which was once 
•• fo pure, and which nothing but the deteftable vil- 
•• I liny of Tarquin could Jiavc polluted, that 1 will 
«* puifiic Lucius Tarquinius the Proud, his wicked 
«« wife, md their children, witli fire and fwoid ; nor 
«* will ever fuffer my of that family, or any other, 
•• to reign at Rome. Ye Gods, I call you to witnefs 
•* this my oath." At thefe words he prcfented the 
dagger to Coilatinus, Lucretius, Valerius, and the 
reit of the company ; and engaged them to take the 
fame oath. 

These noble Romans, furprized at the fudden 
and uncxpcded appearance of 'fo much wifdom irt 
an ideot, thought him mfpired, Bfid gave up them- 
fclves entirely to his counfels. He then let them 
know, that his folly had been feigned, exhorted 
them to revenge the death of Ltrc^RfiTiA, and en- 
couraged them to fliake off the fliameful yoke under 
which tliey had fo long groaned. "By thefe mea fares 
he at the fame time revenged the murder of his fa- 
ther and brother, and paved the way to* his own ad- 
vancement. Finding them all r^folved t6 fubmit to 
liis conduct, arid to take fuch meafure? as he'fhould 
judge moft proper for the execution of his defign, he 
commanded the gates'to be'fhut,'Hiat all might he 
kept a fecret from Tarquin, 'till fuch time as the 
people might be aflewbled, the* dead body expoifed, 
^tnd SL public decree pa^edloiV^xiv^m'j.vV^kina;. 
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The fenatc being convened, no one oppofcd the 
banlfhihent of Tarqoin ; but as they were divided in 
their opinions with rcfpedt to the new form of go- 
vernment, Brutus reprefented to them the abfohite 
neceflity of coming to a fpcedy refblution, fhewing 
them, that the regal power was not confident with 
the fecurity of the ftate and fafety of tlie people ; 
that the govCTnment was tlierefore not Xo be trufted 
with one man-, but that two were to be chofcn by 
tiic people, who fhould govern with equal au- 
thority and power. Then, becaufc names alone gave 
fome people offence, he advifed them to change the 
name of kingdom for that of common-wealth, and, 
Inftead of the title of king and monarch, to give 
thofe who fhottld govern, fome more modeft and po- 
pular name. He added that the main* thing to keep 
thefe magiftrates m awe, would be to prevent their 
perpetual power ; and that, if they were annual, af- 
ter the manner of Athens, they might learn both how 
to obey, and how to command. Laftly, to amufe. 
thofe who thought the title ncccilaty to the well-being 
of tl>c fjate, that the name of king might not be 
wholly loft, he was for giving it to one who Ihould 
be charged with the care of religious matters, and be 
called Rex Sacrorum« This employment was to be 
for life, and attended with immunity from waxfate. 
But the Rex Sacrorum was only tso concern himfelf 
with thofe religious rites which the king had charge 
€Pf befbi^.. The particulars of his fpecch were all 
Vol, IL Q^ ui^^toN:^^. 
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approved by the fenate ; and a decree was immedi- 
ately itfued for banifhing the king and all his pof- 
icrity, 

Brotus, having thus gaaned the fenitecaufed 
the yet-bleedingLucR]^TiA to be carried to the 
place, where the general aflembfies were ufiially 
held ; and placing the dead body where it might be 
fcen by all, he ordered the people to be called toge- 
ther. When the multitude were aiTembledj he began 
his fpeech to them by explaining the myftery of his 
paft conduct:, and theneceflity that he had been un- 
der, for more than twenty years together, of coun- 
terfeiting folly, as the only means of preferving his 
life, after the m\urder of his father and eld^er brother. 
Then he proceded to acquaint them with, the re(blu- 
tion, which the patricians had taken to depofe the 
tyrant ; and prefled them m the llrongefi terms, to 
concur in tliat defign. He enumerated tlie many 
crimes, which had rendered Tarquift odiou3 to his 
fobje&s; that he had poifoned his own brother and 
wife, murdered his lawful f6yereign,aod filled the 
cbmmon fewers with 'the bodies of the mobility, ; that 
lie came to the Ikione as att uforper* Aod con- 
tinued on it as a tyrant ; being treacherous to his beft 
friends, and inhuman to all his fid)ie£b; tjiatliis 
three fons were <of a temper as l^yrftanical a9 himfel^ 
efpoaially the elder, of which they had a difinal in« 
ilai\ce before their eyes;; that fince the Jung-^ip«B ab- 
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fcnt, and the patricians rcfolved to fliakc off the yoke, 
neither men, money, nor foreign aid fhould be want- 
ing, had they but courage for the cnterprize. He 
concluded with urging, that it was fhameful in them 
to think of commanding the Volfci, the Sabine?, 
and other nations abroad, while they were flives at 
home ; and to maintain fo many wars, in order to 
gratify the ambitionof a tyrant, while they had not 
(Cotirage to imdeitake one for their own liberty. 
As for the ^rnny before Ardea, he told them, that 
he did not dovtt but they would readily join ia what- 
ever flionld be agreed upon within the city. 

The multitude, tranfporled with joy at the 
thoughts of liberty, gave their confent wiih loud ac- 
clamations, and called for arms. But Brutus did not 
judge it advifable to put arms into their hands, 'till 
they had confirmed by their fuflrages, the decree of 
thefcna^e, banifhingTarquin. This decree depriv- 
ed him of all the prerogatives belonging to tlie regal 
authority, condemned him and all his pofterity to 
perpetual banifliment, and devoted to the infernal 
gods every Roman who fhould by word or deed at- 
tempt his pcloiation. The Curias being alTembled, 
and the decree piopofcd, they were all unanimous in 
eonfirming it. 

Aiii> now the adm-niflration being reduced to 
an ittteireoaum, Lucretius was by the fuffia^es oC 
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the people declared Interrex* So that it was his b\p» 
fincfs to prepare every thing for the eleftion of the 
new magiftrates. He therefore called the people 
together once more, not by Curia, but by centuries ; 
and diredled them to come armed into the Campus 
Martius, in order to eleft their new governors, who, 
according to the plan of government propofed by 
Brutus, and approved by the people, were to be 
called Confuls. The interrex pioppled to the peo- 
ple Jimius Brutus, the head of the confpiracy, and 
Tarquinius Collatinus, the hufband of Lucre ti a. 
They were accordingly clefted with unanimity to 
the new dignity, and proclaimed Confuls. Thus was 
tl.e oracle fulfilled. 

In the mean time Tarquin, being informed by 
forae who had got out of the city before the gates 
were fhiit, that Brutus w^as railing commotions to his 
prejudice, hafiened to Rome, attended only by his 
ions, and a fmall number of his mod trufty friends. 
For he was little apprehenfive of a confpiracy car- 
ried on by one whom he defpifed as an ideoL But 
fading to his great furprizc, the gates fhut,. and the 
peo.ple i(i arms upon the walb, he returned with all 
poirilk expedition to the camp. There the army 
during his fhort abfence, had been gained over by tJiq 
confpirators to their party. Livy tells us, that Brn- 
tus went in perfon to the camp ; and that he arrived 
before Ardea at live ikme time that Tarquin appeared 

at 
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^ the gates of Rome. , Others fay, that tie n'»w c ^;> 
fill' fent letters to the camp, giving sn account of 
the refolutions taken at Rome, and exho ting t e 
troops to fhake off the tyrannical yoke. However 
that be, pertain it is, .that before Tarquin returned, 
the foldlers, being convened by centuries, had un 
animoufly agreed to receive the decree of ' le city ; fo 
. that, when Tarquin returned, thry rcfufeJ to admit 
Kim. The tyrant, being thus driven from h*s capi-» 
tal, and abandoned by his troops, was forced a* the 
age of fcventy-fix, to fly with his wife and • h lAitn 
to Gabii, or as Livy will have it, to Caere in He* 
truria. Titus Herminius and Marcus Horatius, who 
commanded the army under Tarquin, mide a tiuce 
tvlth the Rutulians for fifteen years ; and, having 
raifed the fiege of Ardea, returned to Rome with all 
their forces. Thus ended the regal (late of Rome, 
two hiindied and forty-two years, according to the 
common computation, after the building of the 
city; and a new form of govprnment was introduced. 
Which, without any conflderable alteration, fub- 
lified to the times of the emperors. 
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CHA?. VIH. 
Of G E L O N. 

IT was in the reljcn of GEtoH, that the city <^ 
Sy racufe firft niacin, a confid^rablc figure. He was 
born in the ci^y of Gda ia Sicily, froiQ which p Uce 
it is probable that he took hit name. He ii|;nalize4 
himfelf in the wars which Hippocrates the tyraat o^ ; 
Gela, carried on againft the neighbouring Aates^ 
moi\ of which he reduced, and was very hear making 
himfelf mafier of Sy racufe. For he defeated the 
Syracu^ans in a battle fought on the^ banks of th^. 
Heloru$« As.it was, he obli^^ed them to deliver ly^ 
Jo HipjH>Qrat£S the city of Camarina, which 'tUJi 
that time they had always been in pplieflion o^. 

After the death of Hippocrates, Gei^n tpol^. 
tijx>n him the adminifl|-ation in the n^ipe of Hi^ipQ? 
crates* children, who wfere his wards; and being 
oppofed by the citizens, defeated theqn; in.b^ttle^ 
On this he is faid to have feized on.the^foyereignfy , 
for himfelf. Encouraged, by this.fucc^fs, he ; under* 
took to reftore feme Syraculiahs, who had been ex-t, 
peiled their city by a contrary fadion, W iih thefe 
exiLb hw ma.ched fiom Calmcne lo ^yracu.c^ where 
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tewas received by the popiilnce with loud acclama* 
t^oas, and put ui potreTion of the city. Being now. 
ip^fter of fo wealthy a pi ice, he gave the govcni- 
ment of Gela to his brother Hiero, and bcDt all 
his thoughts on ihe beautifying of Syracufc, and. eX'. 
teadiug \he limits of lUit-ftate. His firft ca^e was 
to people it well ; and lUere ore, having dcftroyedr 
tbecity^oC Cao^iuaii he iem9ii(ed the iahabiUats 
tp 3yii»acure« 

H|i had, fioon after, fome dii^e« with the Me- 
fares^ns, iirho were fupported by all .the Eubaans^ 
tb4t. inhabited 'Sicily. Kujt their jouit forces were 
aot aUe |o\;Qpe with G^lou, who drove them ouii» 
of X\kQ field, too); and i%»i tiidx. cities, and tr.inf* 
S|laute4 ti^ qEltlft w^tH^ of the inhabitants to his 
fovciurit«<;i|y. Hwp h^ aUowed thew to eiyoy th4 
lame fights and privUedges a& the natives them* 
fdves* The cog^moi^ people he fold for flaves, ob« 
liging the purcbftfers to tranfport them out of the 
i4and, Fof h^ f^id that ** it was more eafy to go^ 
<* vern, a thoufand mei\ of £ubfi4Ace« thaa one wh# . 
'^hadnothng to Igfe." 

]By thcfe.Dvifc mfafwres the powet of Syracuffe 
fofe i|i a il?ort lim^ tp a^ very greit height ; and ; 
thjefiXendlbip of. Gfi^oi^ .was CQUJ.ted not only by 
|1.C neighbouring flutes,, but by thofe of Greece, . 
aSJlifcly, . thofe.Qf .AJbe)45 and Laccdamcn, who 
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joiiitly fcnt ambaffiidors into Sicily, inviting him 
to enter into an alliance with them agalnft Xerxes 
king of Perfu, who was ready to invade Greece with 
a fonnidable army. 

Geion» irfecms had ^lecn before this time en- 
gngtd in a war with the Carthaginians, and on that 
accaiion had im^^lored in vain the afliftance of the 
Atheniaas and LaceJxmonians. For he now up^ 
bnidcd the ambailadors with the contempt which 
Atliens and Lacedibmon had fliewn him, when he 
foUicited fucootirs againft the Carthagtniarhs. How-^ 
ever, he declared at the fame time> that he wasfo 
far from retaliating fuch ungenerous treatment, that 
on the contrary, he was ready to ftipply them with 
two hundred galleys, tw<enty thoufand men com-* 
pletely armed, two thoufand horfe, two thoufand 
bowmen, two thotifand (lingers, two thoufand light 
horfe ; and* moreover, to furniih the whole Greek 
army with corn, duringthecontinuanceof the war; 
on condition that they would appoint him command- 
61 in chief of all tlieir forces. 

T«ia propx)fal was rejefted by the ambaffadors- 
with indignation^ They told him that, if he was 
willing to fuccour Greece under the condu^l of the 
Athenians and Licedsmonians, they would willing^ 
ly enter into a confederacy with him againft the 
^munoa enemy « But, if bedifdainedtoobey theit 

orders 
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orders, they did not care for his afliflance. Ge- 
LON replied with a great deal of temper, that he 
could not help thinking that he had a better claim 
to the fupreme command than either the Lacedae- 
monians or Athenians, fince he had a far -greater 
mmiber both of fea and land forces : yet he would 
abate fomewhat of his firft pretenfions, and be fatis* 
£ed with the command either of the fleet or the ar- 
my, and allow them to chufe which of the two they 
liked heft. The ambaifadors^ notwithftanding the 
great ilreights their refpedive countries were In on 
that diflreisful occaiion, would not liilen to any fuch 
propofals. Whereupon they were commanded by 
Gelon to quit his dominions forthwith. 

In the mean time Gelok* being informed that 
Xerxes, had croffed the Hellefpont, and apprehend- 
ing that the Greeks would not be able to relift fo for- 
midable a power, difpatched to Delphi one Cadmusj 
a perfon wliom he could confide in, with rich pre- 
fents; enjoining him to wait the event of a.battle, 
and, in cafe Xerxes fhould conquer, to prefent him 
with the treafure, and to pay him homage in his 
name; but, if the Greeks fhould get the better of the 
barbarians, to bring back the prefents to Sicily. 

, The perfon employed on this'occafion was him- 
ielfanheroe and a patriot. For Cadmus had been 
formerly lord of Cos« and had received the dominioti 
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of that i(Lmd l^ inheritance from his anceftbrs. Biif ^ 
becMiie they had iifurpcd that foveretgnty, and un- 
juftly deprived the inhabftaiUs of their liberty, he 
voluntarily reffgnedhls authority, refiored theCcans 
to their ancient rights and privifedges, and retired to 
the city of Zancle tnSicilyi where he Kred a prN 
rate life^ Gc loh , who wss well - acquainted with 
his charafter, now entmlled Ww with p r e fcn t a of ait 
imiaenib value. Neither way he deceived iit theo>* 
piiiioii which he hatf eti tertamt d'ofhis I nt e g rit y^ 
For Cadimo no Iboner lieard' that t!ie Ftifiatis had 
heen d^^ated, ana that Xciacs waa* retiring with hts 
foroe»9 tli«i heretumed to Sic3yi w^d- delivered up- 
to Gklon' the treafmes whtdt had hetrt commrtted 
to his truft, and which with impunity he might have 
appropriated to himfelf; 

Ge lo w fccim at this xknt to have tiecn qitite IgA 
Borant of the alliance wWch Xerxes had concltrded 
with the Carthaginians, before he imdertook his ex- 
pedition into Greece. By that treaty it was agreed,, 
that whifethe Periianr invaded Greece, tiie C;^rtha'* 
gin ia ns thould fall on thofe who were of tlie Greek 
mme in Sicily and Italy, that they .might he divert- 
ed from affiil^ng one a-ntother. Purfuant to this agree- 
«ient, th* Carthaginians made vaft preparations with 
a view to recover the places, which they had for- 
merly po'Te^tjd in Sicil}'* And thefe preparations 
^/C (did to have beca continued for three yeai^i 
*" Duting^ 
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During this time Hanjilcar, the Ton of Hanno, who 
was charged with the managemenl of the war, not 
only raifed what forces he could in Africa ; but alfo 
with the money fent him by Xerxes, hired a great 
number of mercenaries in Spain, Gaul and Italy, 
So that his army amounted to three hundred thou- 
sand men, and his fleet to two thoufand fliips of war, 
and three thoufand traiifports. 

Wjth this formidable army Hamilcar failed from 
Cartilage, and landed witliout oppoiition at Fanor- 
mwi* He tlien laid fiege to Himera, a maritime city 
in that neighbourhood, Tberon, the Tyrant of 
Agrigentum, whofe daughter Geion had married, 
was then in pofTeflfion of Himera, Jiaving driven 
from thence Terriilus, to whom that city did of r.tght 
belong. The tyrant, feeing his city all on a fuddcn 
invefted with fo numerous an army, difpatched mef- 
£enger after melTenger to his fon-in-law, imploring 
a.fpeedy fuccour. 

Geiom, upon the firft notice that he had of 
Theton's diftreis^ drew togetlier an army of fifty 
thoufand foot, and five thoufand horfe, and marched 
with all poflible expedition to his relief. The Car- 
thaginian general, on his fitting down before Himera, 
which was a place of great itrength, had caufed two 
large camps to be well fortified. In one of them he 
lodged his land-army; and his fhips, which he< 
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had caufcd to be drawn afhore, in the other, plac- 
uig there all his maiincs for their defence, 

Gelon, upon his arrival in the neighbourhood of 
Himera, intercepted a courier carrying letters from 
the inhabitants of Selinus, who were confederates of 
the Carthaginians, to Hamilcar. By thefe he under- 
flood, that Hamilcar was to offer the next mornii^ 
in the camp of the marines, a folemn facrifice to 
Neptune; and that he had appointed the Selinun- 
tine cavalry to join him the fame day in the faid 
camp. Gelon, taking advantage cf this intelli- 
gence, drew out ah equal number of his own horfc, 
ordering them to advance to the enemy's camp 
about the time agreed on, as if they were Selinun- 
tiiies. His orders were put in execution, and the 
lx)dy of cavalry admitted, without the leaft fufpi- 
cion, into the camp, Hamilcar was then bufy in 
facrificiiig, and the greater part of the foldier}' at- 
tending him without arms. Tiie Syracuftans there- 
fore, without the lealt oppbtition, making up to 
Hamilcar, killed hhn, purfuant to their general's or- 
der, cut in pieces molt of his marines, and let firc^to 
his fhips. 

In this ciitical conjun<flure, Gelon, who had 
nv)tice of the fuccefs by fignal given him from the 
top of a neighbouring liill, drew out his army, and 
attacked the. other camp. The Carllinginians at iirft 

made 
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made a gallant refiftance. But when news was brought 
to them oi their generals deatli, and they faw at the 
fame time their whole fleet in a blaze, their fpirits 
failed them, and they had no longer courage to ftand 
their groomd, but betook themfelves to a precipitate 
iliglit. Then the flaughter was dreadful; It is faid 
that no fewer than an hundred and fifty thoufand 
were killed in the purfuit. The reft retired to an 
eminence, where they made head for a time agalnll 
the enemy. But being furrounded on all fides, with- 
tnrt any hopes of relief, they were obliged for ^vtint 
- "of provifions to funender at difcretion. So that of 
this mighty army, the greateft that had ever been 
raifed in thofe weftern parts, not a fingle man m^de 
his efeape. Diodorus Siculus fays, iJiat the Cartha- 
ginians Avere defeated in Sicily oil the fame day that 
l^onidas was killed at TheKnopyl«. 

m 

After the battle, Gelon amply rewarded all 
thofe who had fignalized themfelves in the aftion, 
efpecially the body of horfe, to which he was chiefly 
indebted for the viftory. The greateft part of the 
ipoils which were of immenfe value, he oflTered to the 
gods, adorning with them the temples -of Syracufe 
and Himera. Tlie captives he ihircd with his allies, 
who employed them in public works for the common 
good. And fo many were taken that all Africa, 
ss our autlior fays, feemed to be transplanted into 
Sicily. Some of the private citizens of Agri^entuTO., 
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who had diftiiiiiiifhed themfelves above tlie reft, 
had five-hundred men each. They were all put in 
irons, and fct apait for the puUic fervice. And on 
this occafion it was, Hiat Uie Agrigentines bnih 
tlicir famous temple, and made thofe conduits which 
were fo much admtred Jby the ancients, and caHed 
Phocaccs, from one Phccax, who was the overfeed 
/Of the work. 

V 

Of the two tiiouiaiid fliips of war and three 
thoufand tranfports, of whichthe Carthaginian fleet 
confiflcd, eight fhips only, which happened to. be 
.out at fea when the camp of the marines was taken, 
made their efcape and failed for Carthage : but, be- 
fore they reached that place, they were all caft away; 
a few men only being faved in -a fmall boat. Tiiefe^ 
arriving at Carthage, bnnightthedifinalncws-of the 
entire defeat of their army, and the lofs of their fleet. 

The grief, ^ondernation aJid defpair, ^hich fuch • 
an unexppaeddifafterx)ccafioned in the city, is not 
to be exprefled. As tiie Carthagiaians, in all great 
revcrfesof fortime, ever ioft their courage andfiflik 
into defpondenoe, they looked upon themfelves as 
utterly ruined, expefting ^very- moment -to fee the 
vidorious army Jand at .Gapth;ige. In this fright- J 
t^hey immediately difpatched ambaffadors into Si^Iy^ - ' 
.enjoining th<?m to ilrike up a. peace with Gelok tip- 
(Ca] <iny tiirms. The, aavbafladors without delay put 

to 
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fo fea ; and landing at Syracufe, threw themfclves at 
the conquerors feet, and with many tears begged 
him to receive their city into favor, and grant them 
a peace upon what conditions himfelf fhould think 
fit to prcfcribe. Gelon heard them with great hu- 
manity, and, baing touched with compaffion, grant- 
ed them a peace upon tlie following conditions ; v:^\ 
" That they Ihoirld pay two thoufand talents of filver 
•* to defray the expences they had put him to ; 
** Ihould build two temples where the articles of the 
•' Treaty fhould be lodged, and kept as facred ; and 
•' that, for the future, they Ihould abftain from of- 
** Hfftkig Iniman facrificcs." 

This laft article fhews th^. humanity of Ge low's 
er. And indeed no prince ever gave morein- 
Inces of good-nature than he 5 after his authority 
was once eftablifhed. Some a£ts of fevcrity, which 
fche IS faid to have pradtifed, before he was firmly 
fcated on the throne, are generally afcribed to his 
counfeUors, who prompted him to them againft the 
natural bent of his benevolent difpofition, Tiie 
^ Caff haginians did not think this a dear purchafe of a 
peace, which was abfolutely neceffary for their af- 
fairs, and which rhey durft hardly hope for. They 
||» now fliewed" their gratitude to Demarata, Gelon's 
5, wife, who hadbeen chiefly inftrumental in procuiing 
them fo favorable a peace, by fendmg her a crown • 
oi gold, which was valued at an hundred talents. 

R z '^^^^ 
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This crown Gelon turned into money, snd 
coined pieces called from his wife's name, Demar- 
ctia, each of tliem being of the value of ten Attic 
drachmas. 

Gelon after the conclufion of the peace, having 
nothing to fear from Africa, refolved to embark his 
troops, and pafling over into Greece, join his coun- 
tr)'mcn there againlt tlie Perfians. For, upon fecond 
tlioughts he had changed his mind, and refolved ra- 
tlicr to ferve under the Lacedaemonians and Athen* 
ians, than fu^er the barbarians to Infult over thofe 
of the Greek name. For Sicily and the lower part 
of Italy had been fettled with colonies from Greece. 



But when all thin^ were in readineis for 1 



-4|f 

expedition, a meifenger from Corinth brought hnF 
the joyful news of the victory which the Greeks had 
gained at Salamis, and at the fame time acquainted . 
him that Xerxes, with a great part of his army had 
left Europe. Hereupon he difbanded his army, af- 
ter having commended his foldiers and officers for 
the forwardnefs they had Ihewn to affift their country- 
men in Greece, and given each of them fome token 
of his favor. He commanded the allies to return 
to their refpcdlive homes ; and the mercenaries ^ 
he quartered in places at a great diftance from his 
metropolis of Syracufe. 

And • 
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And now, having no tif>ops within, or near the 
city, he fummoned a general affembly of all the in- 
habitants of Syracufe, commanding them to come 
armed, as if they were td encounter an enemy. 
When they were met, he hlmfclf repaired to the af- 
fembly without arms or guards, and Uiere gave them 
an accpunt pf his whole conduft, (hewing to what 
uifes he hi^^plied t4ie f^eral fums whh whicir he 
had b6en ^fltr\ifted, and in what manner he had em- 
ployed his aut'h6rity, adding that *' he had never 
•* ^ny thing clfe -in view, but the public welfare. . 
*' Bttt however, if he had thfoiigh ignorance done 
*« anything amlft, they were at full liberty to in- 
•' fflflrwhat puniJhinent they thxSught fit, fuice they 
«• yietc all- well armed, and hhttfelf without arms or 
'•^*guards't6 ftteen hlmfblffron tlieir vengeance.". 
a'- 

T^E numerous affembty, ffruck with fo unexpe(f^- 
ed a fpeqch, and ftill more with the unufual confi- 
dence which they faw *repoA-*d in them, anfwered 
with loud acclamations, calling him tlieir Great Be-' 
nefador, their iDeliverer, their king. This laft title 
Gelon had ever declined, ffyling himfdf only Prae- 
tor of Syracufe. But the Syracufians obliged him, 
before he left the afllintbTy^ to accept of it, and 
with one Confcht ihveft^^d him' with the fupreme 
authdfity. N6r did thdr ' gratitude' flop her^. A 
cteieiee paflfea witllout oppofitioii, wiiich fettled t\\6 
ttown after his death oft hfe tt*6 tedth'dh, Hife'roanci 
R 3 ThrafybuliLS. 
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Thrafybulus* And becaufe he had, by conung witft^ 
out arms or guards into the aifembly^ put his life 
into their hands, tliey commanded a ftatue to be 
erected, reprefenting him (imply in the liabit of a 
citizen, hoping thereby to tranfmit the memory of 
fo remarkable aa aOion to the lateft pofierity. 

This flatue met afterwards ^fith a very lingular 
Hite. About an hundred and thirty years after it 
had been fet up, Timoleon, having reftored the 
Syracufians to their ancient liberty, thought it ad- 
vifeable to fell all the (tatui^ of.the princes who liad 
governed 'till that tiire ; ia ordtr to erafe the leaft. 
footdeps of tyranny^ and at the fame time to relieve, 
the wants of the people.. But firft he brought them ta 
a trial, as fo many criminab,. hearing the depofttions 
and witneffes againfl them* They were all condem*. 
ned with one voice, this itatue of Gelon excepted. 
For this found an eloq^uent advocate in the fincere 
gratitude which the citizens Aill retained for fo l)er 
iieficent a prince., 

The Syracufians had.no caufe to repent their 
haviiig entrufted him witlj the fovcreign power^ 
For he employed the ftort tinje ofhisiei^n in the 
truly royal care of making his- people. happy. He; 
was the firft mari» .who b^carpc more vittuous.by ,be^ 
ing laifed to a throne* Bj^foyre, his pow'^r \ya^, efta- 
Wifliedj^ be >v:as^..cpx}lrarj 'tQ^iu§j3ia.tur^_di^pofiiion* 

cbli^eA 
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obliged to ufe fome feverity, as we have obferved 
before. But when the fupreme authority was, by the 
common confent of the citizens, put into his hands, 
he made it his only ftudy to oblige, and to ferve the 
public to the utmoft of his power, without any regard 
to his private cafe and advantage. 

The firft thing he did, after his acccffion to the 
throne, was to beftow on ten thoufand foreigners,, 
who had ferved under him, all the rights and pri!- 
vilcdges of Syracufian citizens. This he did with a 
view to people his capital, to cncreafe the power of 
the ftate, and lo reward the fervices of (o many 
brave ijaen, who had cxpofe4 their lives foj the 
defence of the city. He was paiticularly famous^ 
for his honefty, Irnth and fincerity, jrare qualities in 
a prince. For he is faid ta have never wilfully 
wronged a fubjeft, nor ever to have promifed a 
thing, which he did not perform. 

Happening once to be in great want ofmoney 
for carrying on an expedition, and not caring ta 
load his fubjefts with extiaordinary taxes, he con- 
vened the people, laid before tl\em the ftate o£ his 
finances, and defired them to contribute voluntarily 
what ^Ve.ry one Could aflTord,; and ihould thin)c pro- 
per., This was before, his vidtory over the Cartha,- 
giniaivs ;. and- the Syracufians, not yet well enowgh 
agguainted.with Ge tow'scharafter, fecmcd unwilr 
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ling to be at any cxpcnce on account of tliat> expt^ 
dition for which the money was deligned* He there- 
fore cntiealed ihem to lend him the neceflary fum, 
alluring them,, thaf tho* it was to be employed for 
tlie public good, they fliould be reimburfed, as foon 
a ) the war was ended. He was then furniihed wttE 
the fum he wanted ; which he not only paid with 
pan^uality at the time, but divided great part of 
the booty, which he- got in ■ that expedion^ amonglt 
thofe who lept it. 

The encouragement ofAgrieulture was one ofthe 
great objcdh of his attention. And he- took great 
pains to make his fubje^ls regard' it as an honorable. 
employment. He anini«(ted the luilbandnfien by his 
prefence, and took delight in employing hi^ ft>are 
hours in working with them in the fields. Rlsde* 
iign in fo dping, was not merely to render th6 coun* 
try rich and fruitful, thtf this was a noble motive; 
but alfo to inure his fubje^s to toils, and fo to pre- 
ftrve them from a tlioufand diforders, >rhich inevit* 
ably attend ^ foft and indolent Hft*. 

HiE was a profe(re4 enemy to alMlflmry, pomp,- 
si)d oflentation« and ever lifed' his utnuoit endba* 
VQurs to banifh from, hi^ dqiml|il0ns;all:fueh callfng$ 
as . had a natural tendency to^ dets^udl the. ulaniier^ 
and enervate the courage of his- fubjeAs. ..From hit 
infancy he fhcwed a great difiacUAatibci.to niii(ie; 

\^hicli; 
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whkh was yet in great repute among the Greeks. 
While he was one day at an entertainment, a lyre 
being prefented, according to the cuflom which then 
prevailed, to each of the guefts ; when it was Ge- 
LOM*s turn to play, he, inftead of foimding the in« 
Arument, as the reft had done, caufed his horfe to 
be brought, and mounting him with wonderful agili- 
ty and grace, fhewed them that he had learned a 
more noble and manly exercife than that of playing 
on the lyre* 

Ever (ince the defeat of the Carthaginians, the 
feveral cities of Sicily enjoyed a profound peace. 
Such as had fided with the enemy, were upon their 
firil application generouHy pardoned by the conquer* 
or, and fuf&red quietly to . enjoy their ancient li- 
berties. The Syracuiians above all others were hap- 
py under the aufpicious government of fo good and 
beneficent a prince. Their republic indeed was 
changed into a monarchy. But the laws, not the 
monarcli, bore the whole fway. Their properties 
were as fafe, their liberties as extenfive, as when 
they were their own mailers, and their city in a 
much more flourifhing condition than ever. Their 
king aflumed no part of the kingly office; befides 
the toils and cares of it, and the fatisfaiflion of 
procuring happinefs to others ; which is the great- 
eft of all fatisfadions. He was often heard to fay, 
that the Syracufians, in placing the crown upon 
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his head, could have no other view but to "engage 
him, by fo fignal a fevor, to defend the ftate, to 
preferve order in all Ihingsv to protedt Innocence- 
and jufKce, and to exhibk by hb ftmple-, modef^; 
frugal and regular lift, a pattern of all= civil vir- 
tues to his fubjcfts. And 'tins glorious defign he- 
anfwered beyond any prince that had *ever fwayed- 
a fceptre before Irim. For his whole life was taken, 
up in- ppcmoting the worfhip of* the Gods, the ob- 
fervance of the laws, and the weUare of* his fut^* 
jefts. 

BtTT his reign^ was fhort; Heaven only having: 
Ihcwn, as we may fay, to the world'; that thofe- 
who in after-ages were to be- fet ove» others, might 
in Gklon have a perfect pattern of all* the virhies 
whichr adorn the regal fhtion. Hb died of a Dropfy- 
in the third, or the beginning of'the fourth, year 
of his reign; dating the commencement ofitfrom^ 
the decree of the Syracufians above-mentioned; 
The grief of his fubjefts for the lofs' of their bcft: 
fiiend and common father, as they not undefervedly 
flyled him, was equal to the love and c-fteem which 
they had entertained for him, while living. Even 
on his death-bed he gave an inftance of his refpeft 
for the laws. Tlie Syracufians had enadVed one a- 
giinft the extravagant pomp of funerals, Gelon 
therefore, always willing to confirm', by his example, 
wjmt the people had^greed upon, ent2reat«d his bro- 

^ . ther 
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tlier Hiero, who was to fuccede him, to be carei'ul 
;that this law was ftridlly obfcrved in his funeral. 

The whole c'fty accompanied the body of their 
Moved king to the place where it was to be inter- 
red, tho' more than twenty miles diftant from Syra- 
ciife. The people, in token of their gratitude and 
aflfe^ion for fo excellent a prince, crefted upon the 
fpot where he was buried, a magnificent Maufoleum, 
furroundcd with nine towers of a furprizing height, 
and cxquifite ftrufture ; and decreed him thofe ho- 
nours, which were ufually paid to tlie demigods or 
heroes. The Carthaginians afterwards demoliihed 
the Maufolcum, and Agathocles the towers. But, 
fays our hiftorian, neither violence, envy, nor time 
which deftroys all other things, could efface the glory 
of his name, or abolilh the memory of his exalted 
virtues and noble adlions, which love and gratitude 
4iad. engraved in the hearts of his fubje^s. 

Pliny relates an extraordinary occurrence out -of 
Philiftus on llus occafion ; that, when the body of 
Gelon was burned, according to the cuflom of 
thofe times, his favorite dog followed the body of his 
deceafed mafler to the funeral pile, and, throwing 
liinifelf into tlie flame, was with it reduced to aflies. 

End ofthefecond Volume^ 



Chronological INDEX 

TO THE 



SECOND VOLUME. 



Tear ef the 

WO&I.D. 



'T^HE Mtjfmians nvohfrom the Lace- 
damcmant — 



1 



33^8 



■\ 



333^ 



jir0o$kaet gains the baiikofDertt 3319 

dtfiOXt the Lacedammiam again 33^1 

£ra taken by the Lacedoemoniani^ and Arif- 
ticrfites, king of Arcadiajioned to death 
Kuppht, th pottefs, flourj/kes at MityUne 34Q2 
Cyrus the great id horn ■ 340^ 

Cyrui now 40 yean old commands the Medes^ 
andPeifians. Thofe who affirm him to 
have reigned ^O years now begin their 
computation . 

defeats the king of Armenia — 344.7 
defeats andjlays NerigVjfar — 3448 
ivins the battle ofThymbra, and^ 
takes Sardis, where Croejus is > 3456 
made prifoner _. 

Babilon is taken by Cyrus and NabonadiusJIain 3466 
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World. 

Cyrui put I an end to the Jewijh captivity 3468 

Cyrus the Great dies ai Pafargada — 3475 

Mradates Jkin. Panthea kills herfelf — 3456 

Carthage is founded by Eltfa or Dido — 2771 

Darius is chofen king of Perfia — — 3482 

enforces the decree of Cyrus — 3484 

takes Babylon and lowers the walls 3488 

invades Scythia, and is tbliged to 1 . 

retreat — ^— J 

lucretia is ra Jhed and kills herfelf '— 3499 

The lonians burn Sardis — -^ 35<^4 

jtriftagoras is defeated and flain — 35^^ 

Datis and Artaphemes are fent againjl the 1 

Gr»h • p5i3 

The Perjians dfeatedat Marathon by Miltiades 3514 

Darius dies ' — 35 19 

Gelonfeizes the crown of Sicily — 35 19 

defeats tlie Carthaginians — 3525 

dies at Syracufe ■ ' 3532 
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